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CLAREMONT
MUST STAY

Every little helps. Money for the campaign to keep Claremont open.

"It would be better for our child­
ren to attend the local school 
in slightly worse premises than 
to have them run over travelling 
to Lenton, "said one of the 
hundred or so parents, residents 
and teachers at a meeting on Dec­
ember 11th to oppose the planned 
closure of Claremont Boys Compre­
hensive School in Forest Fields.

DANGER AROUND THE CORNER?

On the grounds that the building 
is beyond improvement the County 
Council Education Committee have 
proposed the closure of Claremont 
and the transfer of its school 
students to Cottesmore in Lenton. 
Many voices were raised against 
this cut. After all, hadn’t the 
Education Committee allowed 
Claremont's buildings to deterior­
ate? And, after winning a campaign 
to lessen the flow of dangerous 
and disruptive traffic through 
Forest Fields, why should parents 
allow their children to be sub­
jected to some of the city's 
most perilous roads?

WE CAN'T LEAVE THE FIGHT TO OTHERS

Several speakers were convinced 
that Claremont had something of 
a "community school" about it and 
one gentlemen told the meeting of 
his time at school in Forest 
Fields almost half a century ago. 
Community education has a lot of 
advantages, providing more 
communication between staff and 

parents. Another speaker was 
equally convinced that there was 
no financial justification for the 
closure. "If we need a school 
the money should be made avail­
able - and there is money in the 
coffers'* she said. It was gen­
erally agreed that the fight 
to keep Claremont must go on until 
arid only until, a new school for 
the area is built.

AN ISSUE FOR THE WHOLE COMMUNITY

Although Manning Girls Comprehen­
sive is not immediately effected, 
Leo Keely, a parent at Manning 
pointed out their solid support 
for the retention of Claremont. 
"Its an issue for the whole 
community" explained Sheila
Marshall and she detailed the five 
junior school's whose pupils will 
be effected in the future if 
Claremont closed.

WHAT ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN?

While school students had already 
begun collating signatures and 
the Forest Fields Labour Party and 
City Councilors had already pled­
ged their support,the local 
Conservative Councillor (Ernest 
Chambers) recently failed to 
support a proposa to postpone 
the closure plans. However, 
while most agreed that it is 
important to lobby councillors 
and MP's several people suggested 
the need for a 'healthy mistrust' 
of politicians.

Another issue came up around the 
message of support from the
Trades Council cuts campaign. 
Many were worried that this would 
take control of the Claremont 
campaign out of the area, but 
at the same time, the sympathy 
and active support of local 
trade unionists and other 
campaigns was sonething which 
those concerned with Claremont 
couldn't turn their back on.

The meeting elected an Action 
Committee which parents on from 
most of the local schools and 
aqreed upon a statement. It 
said
"We , the undersigned, vigorously 
object to any proposal to close 
Claremont School or to move any 
child from the area for the 
purpose of their education. We 
also propose that serious con­
sideration be given to the 
building of a new school to 
serve this area and that no 
further consideration be given 
to this proposal until a new 
school is built.
This will be used in a door-to- 
door petition. Residents were 
also asked to lobby the local 
MP W. Whitlock and the two heads 
of Education at County Hall, 
Mrs. C. Minckley and Mr. J Stone. 
Another meeting has been called 
for Thursday January 3rd at the 
Craft Centre on Gregory Boulevard 
7.30. It was pointed out that 
there is much to be done, before 
the next full Education Committee 
on February 14th.

IN THIS
MONTH'S

ISSUE
A Merry Christmas

Margaret Thatcher Visits Nottm

[*i/hy All Sales Must Be Stoppped 
Page 8
An investigation into the facts 
and fiction of Council House Sales

*Bus Timetable Changes Page 7 
If you been confused about recent 
changes in the (numbers and routes 
of buses this article will be very 
useful.

*They Can Because They Think 
They Can. Pages 4&S
Up to date information on the Hyson 
Green Workshop Project.

*Cuts Information Pages 3 & 7 
Includes articles on nursery, 
education, and housing cuts. Also 
article on Page 3 concerning cuts 
conference.

^Entertainment Page 10
Includes articles on recent Peggy 
Seeger Concert, and local group 
Art Failure.

Let the Mods Speak

THANKS
: to Roger Suckling and John
Birdsall for photographs, 
(phone 782463)__________
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EDITORIAL
Our Comeback letter this month is a 
criticism of our last month's Come­
back article from the Gay Humanist 
Group. Although we may not all 
agree with the views expressed in 
the article, That Paper feels that 
readers should have the right to air 
their opinions.
This month we feature an article 
"Where have all the assets gone". 
We've all known for a long time that 
Council House sales mean longer 
waiting lists, less choice, less 
chance of getting a transfer, and

poor quality housing. This article 
however, points out the financial 
losses involved i.e. to the tune of 
£75m.
The deadlines for the Jan/Feb issue 
are 11th January for Articles, 
14th January for Nbws.
Please phone That Paper on Nottingham 
787813 with views and articles, and 
especially if you're prepared to 
sell five or more copies.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
to vou all.

SCAG
The Students Community Action Group, 
at Nottingham University, recently 
helped to set up and run a club 
for youngsters in the Meadows. The 
club runs on Saturday morning at 
Queens Walk Community Centre. The 
main activities at the moment are 
trips, to the cinema, ice-skating 
the castle etc..., but they hope to 
direct the children’s interest more 
towards the community.

The group are hoping to help set up 
another club in Hyson Green, per­
haps for after school hours. The 
club should get off the ground in 
the new year.

There may also be help available 
for Playschemes, as many students 
stay in Nottingham during the hol­
idays.

If your group would like help with 
either a Summer or Easter play­
scheme, contact Penny Plowman on 
55912 ext. 1, and she will help 
put you in touch with interested 
students.

COMMUNITY CENTRE DIARY
THE WEEKLY ACTIVITIES OF HYSON 
GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE.

comeback
I am hoping that ’That Paper’ will 
seek informed advice before publish­
ing controversial materal like that 
which appeared under the vague head­
ing ’comeback* in the November issue. 
In this a group calling itself the 
’Gay Humanist Group’ is alleging that 
the Festival of Light, the Mormons 
and the Jehovah’s Witnesses ’and 
other churches of this type’ have 
strong connections with extreme 
right-wing parties. Well, Mormons 
are generally connected with Salt 
Lake City in the United States, Je­
hovah’s Witnesses (I understand) 
repudiate any association with any 
political organisation whatever, and 
the Festival of Light is not even a 
Christian organisation, let alone a 
church. It is a movement aimed at 
promoting standards of decency in 
public life in this country, those 
values which it believes are the 
values commonly and traditionally 
held by the people, and not just the 
right-wing extremists. Its support­
ers number many Christians, and also 
non Christians. It is totally non­
political and includes among its 
supporters trades union officials 
and some Labour MP’s, and no doubt 
some on the other side of the polit­
ical spectrum. I am sorry this 
humanist group is unable to answer 
their arguments as such, and in the 
absence of rational debate, is only 
able to resort to smear tactics.

I am an Anglican vicar, consequently 
I belong to a ’sexist* church, in 
that women at present cannot become 
clergy. Nevertheless I hope that 
true Christians seeking a place to 
worship will not seek the advice of 
the Gay Humanist Group, since the 
attitude of humanists to the church 
is, at best, negative, and at worst 
antagonistic. About the homosexual 
question, it is very complex. I 
support the broad aims of the Fest­
ival of Light, but I also say that 
people with that particular sexual 
and emotional make-up ought not to 
be looked on as an automatic threat, 
but deserve and require the friend­
ship of the community, including the 
Christian community. It is a sad 
reflection on our society if such 
folk find that the only place they 
can enjoy a social life is within 
the Gay commumity.

Nevertheless people’s attitudes are 
as they are. The Gay Liberation 
movement gets a reasonable amount of 
publicity through the media, prob­
ably more than the Festival of Light 
Both groups are entitled to try to 
influence public opinion, but not, 
please, by using the kind of inuendo 
contained in your November article.

Charles Hall,
Vicar of St. Paul's
Hyson Green.

DROP IN
Mums, what do you do on Thursday 
mornings between 10-12 am? 
If you’d like to meet other mums 
for a chat, with space and toys 
for the children to play, you 
might be interested in the Thurs­
day morning Drop In recently 
started at the Hyson Green
Community Centre St. Paul’s Ave,. 
As well as coffee and a chat you 
can get legal and welfare advice 
if you want it, or take part 
in one of the craft activities. 
There is also a nearly new 
clothes stall.
Mums already involved in the group 
look forward to welcoming you, 
so don’t be shy. After all, it’ll 
make a change from looking at your 
own four walls.

H.G.D.TA. Flat
Following a meeting between Council!* 
or Betty Higgins (L) Chairman of 
the Housing Committee, and the 
H.G.D.T.A. Committee, an applic­
ation was put to the Housing Dept, 
for the use of a flat, in the 
Hyson Green Complex.
The application was brought before 
the Housing Committee on the 8th 
November, when it was passed.

The flat is to be used for community 
purposes, and it is intended that it 
will be well used by all the tenants, 
from the youngest of babies to the 
oldest of pensioners.

Festival '80
This year’s Festival in Hyson Green 
attracted four thousand people a day
A film of the Festival, made by 
Stanford Bartley, is to be shown 
in local pubs to arouse local inter­
est in next year’s Festival. There 
is also to be a raffle to raise 
funds. The raffle prizes will be 
a Raleigh bike, a bottle of whiskey 
and Festival T.shirts (designed & 
printed by Ray at the Nottm Comm. 
Arts & Crafts Centre).
Say’s Ray, ’’This years Festival was 
a great success. We hope that 
next year’s will be bigger and 
better, with more participation from 
local people, particularly small 
scale events, street parties and 
inter-pub competitions.’
Anyone interested in getting in­
volved with next year’s Festival 
contact Ray at the Craft Centre 
telephone: 782463

Festival ’79
MONDAY: Old Tyme and Modern

Sequence 
Dancing (Senior Citizens)
1.45 pm 
Karate 7.00 pm
Judo 7.30 pm

TUESDAY: Overs 60’s club 2.00 pm
Karate 7.00 pm 
Keep fit and slimming 
7.00 p.m. 
Old Tyme and Modern 
Sequence Dancing 7.30 pm

WEDS: Dressmaking Class 10 a.m
O.A.P Federation 2.00 pm 
Dressmaking Class 7.30pm 
Karate 7.00pm
Judo 7.30pm
1st Weds of month CLLRS 
Surgery 7.00-8.00pm

THURS: Senior Citizens Club
2.00pn

Pentecostal Church 
with Pastor Senior

FRIDAY: Prize Bingo

SAT: Keep fit and Karate
12.30 pm 
Old Tyme and Modern 
Sequence Dancing 7.30pm

SUNDAY: St. Pauls JUCC classes
for children 10.00a.m. 
Pentecostal Church with 
Pastor Senior

PLEASE PHONE 783568 FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION, OR CALL IN THE 
HYSON GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE, 
3, ST PAULS’ AVENUE

Fancy Goods Compy.
56-8 Radford Rd.

<
 DEALERS IN T.V., RADIOS, WATCHES, CLOCKS, LIGHTERS 

NOVELTIES, TOYS TRICKS, JOKES, GOLD & SILVER 
CUSTOM JEWELLERY. LADIES & CHILDRENSWEAR >

The MALIK FANCY GOODS COMPANY IS
A RECENT ARRIVAL in Hyson Green.
Manager of 'The Cheapest Shop
in Nottingham’, Mr. Malik,
presents quite a selection.
you are still looking for the
elusive Christmas gift and
have an eye for a bargain then
Mr. M feels sure you can solve
that small problem together.

WELCOME, Mr. Malik, to Hyson Green
- heres’ to a happy and mutually
profitable relationship.

UM
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1 a
200 school, further and higher 
education students lobbied the 
County Education Committee on Nov 
29th then marched from County 
Hall to Slab Square. They made 
an appeal to the public which said.

Learning is for life, not Unemploy­
ment
The dismantling of equal educational 
opportunities for the young people 
of this country, is being done in 
your name. The education of the 
future generations is being eroded 
through these cuts. The future of 
your children and their children is 
being decided NOW. All of this is 
being justified in your name. If 
you want to prevent this, write a 
letter a week to one of the following 
and tell them what you think about 
this;
Your County Councillor,

Member of Parliament, or the
Prime Minister.
Local Headmaster or College
Principle.
The local newspaper, radio or 
television station.

Make your voice heard, don't let 
them destroy the future prospects 
of the young people of this 
country. It is your children, 
grandchildren, young relations who 
are being affected NOW. These cuts 
will not go away unless you make your 
voice heard, there is no fat to cut 
away, there is just the flesh of a 
childs education. Think on it, 
talk about it, but do something about 
it. Write that letter each and 
every week for 8p.

EDUCATE US DON’T DECIMATE US

Bikes
Win Race To Work

You may have heard of Pedals.
Students at recent Education Cuts demo

This campaign for better and 
safer cycling in the Nottingham 
area made the headlines when 
cyclists consistently beat car 
drivers and bus passengers in a 
race to work.

Each race finished in BBC Radio 
Nottingham’s studio during the 
Morning Report show and whether 
the contestants began in Sherwood 
Mapperley, Wilfred, West Bridg- 
ford or Dunkirk the cyclists 
always come first, the car driver 
second and the bus passenger third.

Well, Pedals have a monthly meeting 
at 110 Mansfield at 7.00 on the 
first Monday of the month and have 
produced the nowsletter called 
’’Pedals”.

Andrews
Closure

The complete closure of Andrews 
Engineering, a family firm in 
Bulwell, early in the New Year 
will mean the loss of around 
one hundred and fifty jobs (ss 
That Paper no 1). And with the 
jobs will go the thriving social 
club that is within the works.

The reasons given for the closures 
are that the size of the site is 
uneconomic for the valve of 
work taking place there, although 
Andrews do have an aoption, for 
a new site ’sometime in the 
future’ on Bleheim Industrial 
estate.

The Dyers and Bleachers Union 
spokesman, Mr. Les Skinner pointed 
out that in the current economic 
climate there seemed little 
prospect of saving the jobs and, 
for most people the possibilities 
of alternative jobs in the same 
industries are few. Not a very 
nice Chirstmas present.

IMMIGRATION PROPOSALS
CAUSE CONCERN

The Pakistan Friends League, the 
Indian Workers Associations and 
many other organisations are al­
armed at the Governments latest 
proposals on Nationality and 
Immigration. At a recent open 
meeting at the Friends League 
Centre on Woodborough Road, Ian 
Martin, General Secretary of the 
Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants explained the proposals.

The new proposals will keep out

♦husbands and fiancees of women not 
born here

♦dependent children and the elderly 
will only be able to enter if they 
can prove 'a standard of living 
below that of their own country’, 

♦other dependents, overseas students 
and business people.

Further, the new British Nationality 
Act intends to "remove some of the 
possible sources of future immig­
ration" and it may do this by severe 
restrictions on work permits, prev­
enting long-term ’temporary’ 
residents from becoming permanent 
while introducing a new immigration 
’quota'.

It was clearly pointed out these 
proposals will particularly effect 
black immigrants and apart from 
severely restricting rights to 
enter the UK, there will be many 
controls inside the UK. The 
proposals will also mean an in­
creased amount of police time 
spent ’investigating' black people 
making life always subject to the 
attentions of the police. Members 

of immigrant organisations belive 
the proposals will only make the 
racial climate more tense.
A national campaign has been formed 
to oppose these laws and a local 
branch has formed, sending several 
coaches to the recent demonstration 
in London.

More information is available from
The Indian Centre
Rawson Street,
Forest Fields
Nottingham.

Information from the Trades Council 
Cuts Committee shows four alarming 
trends in council housing. First, 
council housebuilding is the 
lowest since the war; Second, the 
switch to improvement is not likely 
to maintain the quality of housing 
stock; Third, the sale pf council 
housing means longer waiting lists, 
less choice and financial losses, 
and fourth, repair standards have 
declined.
To add to this, there’s likely to 
be a rent increase of £150 per week 
soon, less spent on housing and 
the rocketing of interest charges, 
will mean more council spending 
will go on debt repayments.

Sixty people from a couple of 
dozen trade unions, tenants and 
community groups met on November 
17th to build a broad-based 
campaign against the cuts. The 
aim was to unite workers in the 
public sector with users of the 
services which are at present 
being massively cut back. 
Workshops on health, education, 
social services, local government 
and the civil service followed 
speakers:
Tony Morris (NUPE) outlined the 
urgent need to fight cuts, Candy 
Udwin (National Fightback) shared 
her experience fighting cuts in the 
health service, building a militant 
grassroots movement that united 
all effected by the cuts and Ted 
Knight. (Lambeth Labour Council 
Leader) showed how a vigorous mass 
campaign, both inside and outside 
and inside the Labour Party could 
commit some Labour Councils to a 
position of* No Cuts.'
Above all, the Conference was an 
attempt to learn the lessons of 
the campaign so far and to plan 
a new stage of action against the 
cuts. A local demonstration is 
planned for the New Year and the 
Cuts Campaign holds monthly open 
meetings. For further information 
write to Cuts Committee, 118, 
Mansfield Rd or phone 582369.

The conference closed at 1.30 and 
all the delegates proceeded to join 
the Picket of Margaret Thatcher’s 
visit to the National Federation 
of Conservative Trade Unionists 
Conference, held in the Sherwood 
Rooms.
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