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Claremont Secondary School will stay.
That's the victorious outcome of two.,
months of energetic protest. And
there's no doubt it was public pressure
that reversed the County Education
Committee's decision. Taking time in
her Chairman's report to the Thursday
14th February Committee Meeting, Cllr.
Caroline Minkley admitted: "It was
public opinion that counted in these
matters." She also said: "I would
like to pay tribute to the residents
for the work they have done in provid-
1ng a very excellent report on what
the (Claremont) school means to them.
Not only the school but also the con-
tribution it makes to the canmunity."

The Committee had originally decided
that falling school rolls and the
deteriorating condition of the building
meant that Claremont's children would
be transferred to Cottesmore. On dis-
covering this, a number of small, then
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larger public meetings launched the
CLAREMONT ACTION GROUP (CAG).

In the forefront of the local residents
and parents objections was the danger
to which the children would be exposed
from traffic if they had to travel to
Cottesmore, and the diaappearance of
what has been seen as a community
school.

How did the CAG win this campaign?

"It was always important to build
support in the area - our meetings were
open to everyone and the major decis
1ons were made at them", said Leo
Keely, Chairman of CAG.

Every single stop was pulled out to
muster support for the campaign.
POSTERS AND BADGES. No matter where
you walked in Forest Fields and Hyson
Green during the height of the campaign
imaginative posters looked out at you
from shops and people's front room
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windows. SIGNATURES were collected,
oplnion was canvassed, door-to-door.

During January, CAG produced their own
'COUNTER REPORT on the proposals to
close Claremont Secondary School'’.

Ihis carefully examined all the factors

relevant to keeping Claremont and came
up with the conclus:on that Claremont

should stay.

CAG published the addresses of all the
COUNCILLORS and the MPs concerned with
the decision. Hundreds of PHONE CALLS
were made, and LETTERS were written.

Eventually everyone in the area backed
the campaign, including the local Tory
Councillors and William Whitlock, MP.
while Whitlock was prepared to criti-

clse Cottesmore School, the CAG never
took an anti-Cottesmore position.

The most remarkable event during the
campalign was the Demonstration on
January 12th. Over two hundred people
most of whaom had never been on any kind
of demonstration before, made their

way from the school to the city centre.
The banners and placards caught the

eye and got the point over without a

doubt.

WHAT NOW?

Perhaps now the campaign is won,
everyone concerned can sit back and
relax. Not so! It seems that a
community spirit has developed whilst
meeting the day to day demands of the
campaign. Many local residents and
parents, having felt that standing up
1n large numbers can have an effect,
are prepared to get involved 1in new
directions. The best of luck to
them.

CAG wishes to thank everyone who took
part.
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EDITORIAL

Our readers may be asking 'What happened to the te?—page
glossy That Paper?'. The answer 1S slmo}e. Lack ol mon\?\)’-
For some time now we have been subsidising the paper f rom
our running costs to make it cheaper tO the reader. 1n

fact. so draining has been the background cost ol pr‘oduc—
ing That Paper that until very recently the size of our
debts made it seem we'd never put out another 1ssue.

rhe situation has changed now; most of the last two mqnths
have been taken up with fund-raising and re-organlsatlon.
So, we apologise for the lateness ol this 1ssue e.ind the
raising of the cover price to 8p, but hope you Wikl GOl 5=
1nue to support us in various ways.

Firstly, please sell That Paper. We need toO seyl all the

thous‘;;d we print to be viable. Phone or call 1n'and take
a2 handful to sell to your workmates, friends, ne}ghbqurs

tenants association, youth club or similar or‘ganlsat}on.

Secondly, vou will have noticed many more adverts thais
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time. Please pass on any contacts 1n this dircction.

Thirdlv, and this 1s the same as before, we neeq }nform(at—
) On on _every subject under the sun. Local iac111t1es and
events - or the lack of them. Campaigns. Planning News .

Stories. We will either write 1T up for you, or if you
srefer cive you some space for your own writing.
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Lastly. ther is a new Managemens Group. If That Paper 1s
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A new telephone service has just started
in Nottingham. We are a group of
Lesbians seeking to provide information
advice and support to Lesbiens, bisexual
women or women who feel confused or un-
happy abour their sexual identity.

Our aim in counselling is not to recommen
end a particular course of action in any
given situation, but to discuss altern-
atives 1n a way which will enable women
to make their own decisions. At the same
time we want to present a positive image
of Lesbians to counteract the negative
feelings and lack of self-respect that

women feel as a result of being labelled
'abnormal ' by our society.

Besides these calls we expect wide
range of others, from simple requests
for information such as the whereabouts
of 'gay' pubs and clubs, to requests for
help with more complex matters (e.g.
legal advice in a custody case) as well
as calls from women who simply want to
make friends and develop a social life
with other Lesbians. (N.B. We are NOT a

contact service and are not prepared to
act as such.)

to become a long-term venture, useful to the local commun-
ity the this urbup will need to be enlarged and mak¢ plans
for the future. If your tenants committee, trade union or
similar group is interested in joining the Management (Group
mtease write to MG, c/o That Yaper.

The service 1s confidential and calls are
never discussed outside the group. We
operate on a first-name basis so that wo-
men can remaln as anonymous as they wish,
but we will also arrange to meet women
and introduce them to social groups if
that 1s what they want.

Our thanks to everyone who attended the Fund Raising
Social at the Ad Lib - we hope you-all enjoyed 1t.

And thanks, too, to Roger Suckling and Fotographics
(phone 782463) for all the photos 1n this 1ssue.
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WANTED

Our telephone number is:
Nottinghmm 410652,

The line is open from 7.00 - 9.00 p.m.
every Mnday and Wednesday.

3 people to join the team of That Paper as

paid workers. We need a Marketing Officer,
and a secretary.

a reporter
You need to have been unemployed for
6 months i1f you're under 25 and 12 months if 25 or ovcy.

Apply either by phoning or writing to thc Management Group.
I'hat Paper phone 787813

OUROBOROS WHOLEFOOD COLLECTIVE

needs a full time worker with energy
and committment. Contact us at

37a Mansfield Rd. Tel 49016

REJECTS

245 RADFORD NOT TINGHAM

New and Second Hand Goods
Bought and Soid

New Pottery and Basketware
A Speciality
)

HOURS 10-2 (excer -

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN TO MAKE
Plant holders, Handbags
Leather sandals, Belts
Wooden Toys, Coffee tables
Pots, Bowls, Ornaments
Silver jewelry

Print your own Tee shirt
Take photographs and learn how to print them

Draw and paint pictures

Carve wall panels

You can do this at the ARTS AND CRAFTS CENTRE
(in the old dispensary) on GREGRORY BOULEVARD
We hold beginners classes only 25p per session

Come and see us or telephone 782463
to find out details

We also hold classes and workshops for kids
Come and see us or telephone for details

DONE:Nottm 701485

HIGH SECURITY LOCKS

AND DEVICES FOR ALL
PURPOSES

NOTTINGHAM 789524 /830564 \

394 RADFORD ROAD,
YSON GREEN, NOTTIN




It is rumoured that a Housing
Association 1s negotiating to
buy blocks of council flats in
Nottingham, Liverpool, Tyneside
and Oldham. Although no dec-

isions have yet been made,
suggsted that a recent court

ruling 1in Newcastle could have
paved the way for the sales.

The effect of the ruling is that
basic structural defects in
councll properties which lead
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Charges for heating, rent &
rates have, or are about to
rise sharply during the next
few months.

Those living in council
accomodation will already

be feeling the effects of
heating and rent increases.
Heating charges have gone up
by 18%, bringing the weekly
heating bill to £4.78 for a

1 bedroom flat, £5.27 for a
2 bedroom flat, and £5.74
for a 3 bedroom flat. Even

with these increases the
councll expect to make a loss
of about £100,00 this year
on heating and hot water
supplied to council tenants.
Rents will be increased by
18% from 31.3.80 or immedia-
tely 1n the case of new ten-
ancies. The new fortnightly
rent will be £13.52 for a 1
bedroom flat, £14.44 for a

2 bedroom flat, and £14.70
for a 3 bedroom flat.

How does the council justify
these i1ncreases? Rent paid
to the council will not be
going toward ensuring new

council estates
for sale?

to problems in the running of

the properties (such as very

high heating costs) must be
repaired at the Council's
expense. The Department of the
Environment will not finance such
major repairs but it seems that
Housing Associations can get
grants. So, i1f the negotiations
are successful, several hundred

more counclil-built dwellings

could be lost to public ownership.
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housing and a better repairs
service. Since 1976 the n
number of new houses being
built i1n Nottingham

has dropped from 2,358 to the
225 that it is proposed to
built this year. 70% of
rent paid into the Rousing
revenue account will go
towards the repayment of
debts and as interest rates
€0 up so council rents are
going up to foot the bill.

Rates are also to be increased
The County Council have ann-
ounced that their charges will
go up from 75p to 85p in the
£1 from 1.4.80. The new city
rate is up from 10.1p to 13.3p
in the £1. Individual increase
will be dependent on the ratable
valué of the accomodation in
which you are living. The
council also proposes to return
to the old system of weekly
payment of water rates, for
those in council accomodation
Increases in the rates are due
partly to the government cut

WHY

We offer competitive rates,
best local service you are
likely to find. Artwork done

NOT ADVERTISE WITH THAT PAPER~”
the

to your satisfaction.
phone 787813
IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE WITH
THAT PAPER

BETTER OR
WORSE?

A woman in Carrington, having
recieved an improvement grant in
May 1978 to get her roof repaired
contacted a local builder. After
some delay he eventually did the
Job. But, a month later -

drip, drop - the roof began to
leak.

The builder eventually replaced
the old lead but despite a

couple of solicitor's letters
and a warning from the council
never properly finished the work.

To add to this, the Housing Dept.
refused to pass the work in writ-
ing but gave the owner a £2,000
cheque to pass on to the builder!
..... and the roof still leaks.
The case has now been passed on
to the City Solicitor.

to the rate support grant

as well as an increase 1in the
rate of inflation. This will

be no comfort though, to us

who are paying more to govern-
rent but getting less in return.
e.g. cuts 1n nursery education
and cuts that reduce the quality
of education that we can expect
our children to receive, to name
only two areas affected.

People on a low income might
find it useful to consult the
Rate and Rebate allowance chart.

AT: WEA, 16 Shakespeare St,

Nottingham (opp Fire Station)

ON: Friday 28th March
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