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On l6in December 25 protestors
travelled Ifrom Nottingham to K.A.F.
Cottesmore for a Midland Day of
Action. Tne purpose of the action
was to nlgnlduht the base's invol-

vement in the latest phase c¢f the
2scalating nuclear arms race.

R.AF. Cottesmore is the tri-~nate

‘1onal training centre for Furopean
Torraco fighter bomber pilots. This
15 & massive escalation of the U.K.

nuclear force since 220 Tornados

replace 56 older Vulcan and Buccan-
eer aircrait. Furthermore, Tornado
has the capability of Carrylng 81rw

launched cruise missiles.

First . of all tne base was blockaded -

then there was a Cemonstratian in
the village of Cottiesmore., In the
atterncon about 80 peoPle invaded
the base. Despite the fact that
the police knew about the day of
action security was Irighteningly
lax,

We ran on to the base and half . of-
us reached one of the runways and
sat or lay down. The civilian pol-"*
ice marhandled us into vans before
driving several miles and dumping
us in the middle of nowhere.

Several pecple re-entered the bvase
on their return and 'Dave! of the
Forest Fields Peace Group managed
to climb a €0ft navigational aid
tower, He continued his protest
for 6 hours in near freezing con-
ditions before climcing down and
being arrested for "breach of thne
peace” and obstructing a pclice
officer.

Dave refused to give his name and
address, unwilling to recognise a
judicial process that was attemting
to punish him for protesting abcut
the madness of nuclear weapons.

After 6 days on remand in Leicester

prison Dave was found guilty of

obstructing a police officer, while
the other charge was dropped. Now
Dave 1is out of prison and the auth-
orities have only the photograph
and tinger-prints of an unknown
PETXSON.

Dave, & peace aciivist, was arrested at R.A.F. Cottesmcre on December 16th for
climbing & navigational aid tower on the base and staying there for 6 hours. Refusing
to give his name and address, he was hald in custody for 6 days before being releesed.
Here ne gives his personal views on the purpose of non-violent direct actiun (NVDA).

As a relatively inexperienced
protestor, Cotiesmore provided my
first resl erncounter with the State,
1 see my rele¢ase, unpunished in a
conventional s&ns; and without a
criminal record,not only &s a victory
for NVIA in copening & new tactic of
protest,  but also a demonstration
that we can oprose the system that
forces the horror of nuclear war
upon us and win,

For me,direct action is not symbolic,
it is active resistance to nuclear
way. However .maginative and on whate
ever scale, L do not believe symbols
alone will stop Cruise or create a
wor..4 free of nuclear weapons. Direct
action will, but only if it becomes
a threat to the pillars on which any
Briftish goverament depends. Only

when we threaten wi )l we be listened to.

A threat without violence.,

I feel stronger in my commitment
to non-violent action and protest
than before my arrest., I do not
believe the sverage policeman is
willing to use unprovoked violence
ageinst peaceful protestors. Soon
will come the day when the police
are going te have to either shrug
their shoulders and allow us to halt
the nuclear war machine,or use
violence against us. I think they
will shrug their shoulders.

The government and those in puower
~are then going to have to decide
between imposing a totaiitarian
system,risking their own downfall,
or accept the protestors demands,

Bu%, of course, all that depends
on us. You and 1 being prepare< 1o
stand up and be counted; being
prepared to take the punishzuent
‘the state throws at us, &and 1o
return each time stironger than b. fore.



Scmetimes when raising the question
of the serious danger of world war

the view is given that without sufficient

weapons in this country, for instance,
the Lmerican Cruise missiles, Britain
would be "defenceless™ and face the
danger of a Russian invasion, or
alternatively, that Western Europe
would be threatened (because of the

weakening of NATO).

Firstly, however, the Soviet invasion
of Britain (by which is meant of the
Soviet-led Warsaw Treaty forces )

would not be just a question of
them dropping a few hombs (nuclear

or otherwise) but presupposes that
Warsaw Treaty forces advanced on
britain across Europe i.e. that
the Soviet Union was &t war with
at least most of Western Europe.
This leads us %o the secund view,
that NATO would be atiacked by the
Warsaw Treaty forces, Gbviously
this is possible.

However this view, presented in
this way, is based on the assumption
that the Warsaw Treaty is aggressive
(ijust waiting to atiack Western Europe),
whereas ..ATO is peace-~loving. But this
position 1s wrong.

Clearly the Soviet Union and
Warsaw Treaty bre aggressive, one
need only lock at the invasion of
Czechoslovakia or Afghanistan as
proof of this. But NATO is not the
counter-force to this aggression,

The American-~ied NATU a&lli - nce is
itself an aggresive bloc. Witness

t:ie US iavesion of Grenada or the
fact that NATVY warships prowl the
waters of the world as proof of tnis.
NaT_is the mirror image of the V.arsaw
Treaty Orgenisation. lIn & word, the
denger to peace, of catastrophic
world war, comes not only from the

a gressive Soviet-led Warsaw Treaty
but equzlly from the sggressive
Americ=un-led NATC alliance,

NATO - AN INSTRUMENT
OF U.S. FOREIGN POUCY

The reazson why NATO was set up in
1949 wzs because of the post-vwar
strate.y of the US of domination
of the world in the economic, political
and military spheres. In practice
NALQ ha. alweys remained a tool of
American foreign policy and the
countries that participate in T I
such as Britain, its willing pawns,
It has never hzad anything to do
with the defence of Europe and its
peoples, Thus NATO {tne AR rlCans |

talk sbout"winning™a "limited nuclear
war?® - i.,e. “limited" to RZurope. In
such a war it is edmitted that Europe
would be devestated and the majority
of her people wiped out, Yet this is
the "defence" of Europe planned by
NATO. What kind of "defence™ is this?
It is a mockery of the word "defence™,
The Warsaw Treaty for its part, is

& tool of the Soviet Uniorn. It also
has nothing to do with defence of the
people of Europe.

In any future war between the super-
powers and their respective blocg
genocide weculd be commited acainst
‘the peoples of Burope and menkind
on an incomparably greater scale
than that carried out even by the
nezis during World War Ti. Under
these conditiors how can defence of
Europe by these two aggressive blocs
be claimed? In fact the superpowers
are arming themselves to the teeth
not for "peace"™ as they hypocriticelly
claim, but for imperialist war. These
wars are aslways fought as the ccuntin-
uation of "peace-time"™ policies, but
by other means - by violent means,
that means that they are fought for
new markets, spheres of influence,
sources of raw materials and so on.

The view that sees only the Soviet
Union (and the Warsaw Treaty) as the
greatest danger of world war end to
the security of Europe and its people
is unscientific snd unreclistic,

It is the Iwo superpowers, the Soviet
Union (and Warsaw Treaty) and the
United States (and KATQ) wﬁggh &re
ithe greatest danger to peace, and
all the imperialist warmongeriag
powers., Tic people, who are the only
force to stop the warm.ngers, must
be careful not to side witn eivher
one against the other, but wmust,
relying on their own resources,
tourage and tenzciiy, wage thair

own fight «~ a fight fur geénuine and
lasting peace.



It is a pepular misconception that
we in the peace movement are pro=-
Soviet in our views., Conversely,
many people believe the U.5. to be
our closest ally and that we must
alwzys support them, as we are both
fighting a common eremy. both ol
these views are misguided and in-
accurate. both the superpowers are
equally aggressive and show blatant
disregard for people's lives 1in
pursuit of their objectives.

A tragic example of this was the
shooting down by the Soviets on
Sep 1lst of XKorean Airliner KAL 007,
killing all the crew and 269 pass-
ngers on board.

To understaad why this happened
orie must look not just at the 1inc-
ident itself, but more importantly
to the background in which it took
place.

4

In 1979 NATO (the U.8.) decided to

deploy Cruise and Pershing missilec ®

in Burope. These missiles would
creatly reduce the warning time of
a nuclear attiack on Russia. »ub-
sequently, the Scoviets feltl 1t
necessary to developr missiles that
posed a similar threat to the U.S.

One method they adopted was to in-
vest immensge rescurces in a vast
naval complex in the N.: Pacitfic,
enabling submarines to deploy
close to the U.S5. west coasto,

The alternative is for Soviet subs
to hide ir: one of ‘the great Pacific
deeps nearby, which with long-
range missiles can be as eifective
a threat. The new Soviet Typhoon
submarine is a massive crait which
can carry 80 nuclear warheads. 12
of these Typhoon submarines are
planned. Hence the huge naval base
on Sakhalin Islands in the Sea of
Cknotsk where these subs zre based

has become & very sensitive areae.
he acutbe sensitivity 01 this area
was worsened by increasing U.o.

naval exercises in 1682/3% in the
Sea of Okhotsk. These exercises
were barely mernntioned in the west.
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The increase in the U.S5. intell-
igence activity in the arec aoubt t-
lessly coincided with the fact
that once Cruise and Pershing weee
deployved in Europe, securitly near
tne Soviet naval air base would
rapidly intensily.

So we ask ourselves, could flight
KAL OC7 have been used vy the U.S.

for military purpoSes? ouspicéions
grow stronger when one analyses

that follow-
Korean plane.

the sequence ¢f events
ed the shooting of the

The Americans were quick to insist
that the &irliner had mistakenly
flown over Soviet air-space ana

had been barbarously shot down with
no warning. Heacan said that this
was "an act of barbarism, born of

& society that wantonly disregards
individual righte and the value of
humin IitTe,"

U.5. Ambassador to the United Nat-
ions, Jean Kirkpatrick, produced
tapes of:alr traffic radio which
"proved" that Soviet pilots made

no attempt to warn the plane, no
warning shots were fired and it

was alleged that the Scoviet fighter
planes were not even eguipped. with
normal international Irequency
radioc, in case i3t should assiest them
aefect.

However, a few days later it was
revealed that U.o5, RO 155 spy planes
WEre very nearby at the time of the

cisaster. Heagan described the KC
125 as "ynnocuous’e But in the

Denver Fost (13/9/83), two KC 135
veteran rilots described Reagan's
remark as unbelievable and as a
" major effort...to bewilcer the
public concerning the capabvilities
of sahe U.9., RO 159, " & plane. they
describe as "offensive in nature".

$ o €& @

They said it was grotesque to imag-
ine tne EC 155 could nct hLave
headed off the Korean airline dis-
aster 1f it had wanted tos.

Weeks later it emerged that the
tapes Jean Kirkpatrick had produced
had Leen heavily doctored to supp-
oré the U,5, "ofTicigal BLOIrY. 11 Was

continued on Page Five
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In the long run (people) are going to do more for
peace than are governments. Indeed, I think that
people want peace so much that one of these days
povernments had better get out of the way and let

them have it.

A MOW THRTS WHAT
T ALl DISRAMAMEMT!

Dwight Eisenhower

Flight Q07 Licence to kill?{cont.)

also revealed that the Soviet we have been deliberatley lied to
Tighter planes did have the nec- bv the Americans, and that i% 1s
essary international freqguencies, clear that the U.S: conspired 1o

that they used them freguently and
they cid fire a series of warning
shots. There was no U.b5, explan-
ation for these revelations., Our
press hardly mentioned them. We are
told that all the Kcrean airliners
vital communications and guidance
equipment broke down in flightee.cee.
only for the radio to miraculously
repair itself cnce it had been hita

We also learn from veteran pillots
that ever if the Korean Airliner's
flight computer and radar had been
obt of ordeyr, it could stllilkshave
switched to Ground Echo - standard
procedure for pin-pointing #he
vositien of a-plane if{ all eise
fails.

Thus we have a scenario where the
cfficial U.S. explanation for the
Korean plame's intrusion into Sove
jet air-space (and over the Soviet
Unicon's most sensitive military
corplex; is that it's communication
and guicdance systems broke down.
Yet we have the authoritative word
of veteran pilots and experts in
navigation that even if the plane's
systems did break down, the crew
had the skills and means to work
ocut where they were and that they
were well off course.,

& full ani truthial account 01 wha
hzprened will probably never come
about. But what we can say is that

&

Paas

deceive the world about it's supp-
osed "innocent" partiin the affair.
The Soviets have shown that they
are prepared to brutally shoot

down a civilian sirliner,regardless
of the innocent passengers on boarc

We should also realise that this 1is
not an issue where one side 1S
right and the other side is wrong,
Rather, it is the continued polxCy
and practice of both superpowers

to recklessly pursue thelr own
goals with no regard to the exist-
ence and freedom of other nations,
communities and individuals. They
are both wrong.

It is the aggression and skull-
duggery of both the superpowers
which brought about the disaster
of “Tlight KADL O07& This r8 The
major concern for all of us, since
it ds we in‘Britain who are now.el
high ‘risk-in the ridiculous cold
war cf the superpowers. We have
102 U.S. bases in britaim and 160
planned Cruise missiles. How long
will it be before the Soviet Union
deems it necessary to fire their
missiles on the American missiles
0
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ROF. CHILWELL i
THE NEXT US. BASE?

R.O.F. Chilwell was constructed
for the supply of munitions during
the Second World War. It is & big
base with a perimeter of 4% miles,
has easy access to major trunk
roads and a huge underground store
bunker. ' ‘

For several years the base has
slowly been grinding to a halt,
becoming less and less operational,
but now it has been leaked that the
Ministry of Defence (M.0.D.) is
prepared to sell the base to the
U.3: Alir ¥orce, Thne M.O.D, Coniirms
that the U.S. i8 interested in the
base but will not announce for whst
purpose the base would be used by
the Americans until after the sale
is completed.

Several rumours surround the pro-
posed use of Chilwell by the U.S.,
none of whigh have been denied by
the Government.

1. the base will be used for a
2,000 bed hospital for U.S.
military personnel and families,

base will be used as a store
medical .and related supplies

base will be a vehicle parts
ervicing centre.

Vhatever it is intended to be used
for is largely irrelevant. The U.S.
purchase of R.0.F¥, Chilwell can
only be seen as & further example
of its escalaticn of preparations
for war. And the more any country
prepares for war, then the more.
likely that country will engage in

Wal e

Already the arrival of Cruise miss-
iles has put the people of this

country at horrendous risk. We must
stop the United States further cem-
enting its troops and bases 1in

Britain and say NO to the purchase
of R.0.F., Chilwell by the U.5. Alr
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The Greenham Common Women's Peace Camp has probably attracted more

publicity to the lunacy of the nuclear arms
peace movement than any other group oOr

the

race and more support to
rganisation. Below, three

women from Forest Fields describe what the Greenham Peace Camp means

1o then.

Cathy -~ "the women at Greenham give
me strength, When I look at whatl
they have achieved... I feel hope.
This helps me to harness my anger
at what a few mad people are all-
owing to happen to this beautiful
planet, and to use it positively in
the fight for peace. My part may be
very small but I look to the women
at Greenham and know that it's imp-
ortant and that the Peace kovement
can, must and will grow and stop
this nuclear madness."”

Jean "there is a need in me for
my {ervent beliefs to be reinforced
by a2 mass collective - a collect-~

ive I can trust. Greenham is a
powerful focal point which has to
be kept alive.

stionships between women are

1 and instinctive -~ they
have & knowledge of each other and
therefore a bond: that bond fuels
strong and energetic qualities that
can be used effectively. Greenham
women prove their value by their
effectiveness,"

Lindsay - "I went to Greenham on

Dec llth to show sclidarity with the
women who bravely and steadfastly

camp there through sun,rain and snow.
I went to show the government that ’
there are thousands of us who do not

want their weapons of destruction in

Ak 4 &
OUr CouNntry. |
1t was a day of energy and warmth
despite the cold, and 1 came btack
invigorated and with new determin-
ation to work to make it felt that
GREENHAM WOMEN ARE EVERYWHELE."




At 12%am on Dec. 12, several members
of the Forest Fields Peace &roup began
an occunation of the Armed Services
Recruitment Centire in Victoria Cenire.

The armed services persgonnel, the
media and even the police were informed
immediately that our occupatior/demon-

strationr was to be stagzed over a limited

time i.e.llam - Z2pm,at which time we
would leave,our point having been nade
Our aim was for the aciion to be non-
violent in every sense, yet effective,
To this end, I believe the day was a
total success.

Cruise Missiles are a deadly first-
strike wearon, whe¢se presence, rather
than a "deterrent™ actually make a
nuclear war inereasingly likely .

These missiles are opposed by the
majority of Britigh people,particularly
as they are controlled by the U.S.,who
as recent events have shown, are only

to0 willdng to play the role of arggressor

in world affairs.

Our aim therefore was to draw atteniion

+o the role of our own armed forces who
assist the U.S. to guard these sinister

weapons, while in the guise of "defending”

U8«

NO MATTER HOW HANY OATHS AND FROMISES |

THE SUPERPOWERS MAKE, THE AGGHRESSIVE
AND PREPATORY NATURE OF THE BEAST
WiLL NEVER CHAMGE.
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December 12 wae chosen &s the date
for our action as this marked the 4 th
anniversary of the KATO ‘decision to
deploy these weanpons,

Tws protesters staged a roof-top
demonstration and by use of a megaphone
were able to keep the pudblic aware of
our presence and our aims,undoudisdly
an effective part of the overall action,

Fariher gupnort csme f{rom protesters
dressed in symbolic rediation suits
»nd szniwich bozrds, who were abkle,
through leafletting to avpproach people
more directly, and wherever possibl€3.
to discuse the 1issue,

411 ecredit to the wonderful work done
by the women at Greerham Common, but, we
must all remember That nuclezr war does
not begin and end there.Cur demonstration
showed what 2 sm2l)l number of delermined
people can do in their own town, Weintend

t0o folleow this success with similar actions.

Hopefully, more people will be motivated
to look to their own conscience .and zsk

themselves how #ey too could help. Since
both of the super powers insist on talking
from ztrength, the only way to hzlt thie
madness ia for the peonle to act before

it is too late.

SUBSCRIFTIONS/DCNATIONS

8RN et R

If you would like tc sutscritbte to
thie monthly Forest Fields leace
Croup Yevsletter, then plegte ClLlL=-
taetl us &t the Forest Fields
Neightourhocd Centre, 6S,Wiverton
Road, Forest Fields or ring Faddy
on 76&655, Cost ie only £1.00,

If you would simply like to make a
donation to the reace Group then
rlease contect us &t the same
address., '

COCNTRIBUTIONS

The Forest Fields Feace Group
hewsletter would welcome letters
or articles concerned with the

BrmS race or the peace moverent,
Ylease leave contributions at the
Forest Yields Neighbourhood Centre.

Trhe deadline for the next Newsletter
is Sunday 5th February.




WHAT YOU CANDO

A numter of people we rave spoken to have said: "yes, you're right.
Nuclear weapons are mad and don't aef'ené us, tut :there's hothing we
can do to stop them.," :

TnEAE IS5 SUMETHING EVEaY ONE OF Us CAN DO TO STOF TniE BOMB AND TrE
DESTHUCTION OF CIVILISATION. |

wE CAN JOIN TOGETrnEr AND bE FART OF THE bIGGEST PROTEST THls COUNTEHY
HAS EVEx SEEN. A FOTEST 50 blG ARD POWEFUL, ToE FOLITICIANS W1LL
ROT Lank 1GHNORE Us Ok OXEOSE Ub.

Throughout the world history is littered with situations where ordin-
ary people have brought about sweeping cnanges in the policies of
tuelr governments. Now more and more people are jolning togeilher and
insisting on the most important change of all: a worla of peace and
non-aggression. A wWOnLD WITHOUT NUCLEAH wEAYONO,.

In pritain an estimated 25% of the population believe that britain
should have no nuclear weapons. l1f everyone of those people persuaded
cne or two of their friends to join the peace movement and raise their
voices against the destructive road to war, then more than half of

the British people would be fighting for peace.

5O GUVELNMENT COULD kKEsSIST US.

That is what you can do. By Jjoining your .local peédace grOUp or CND
group, you can become part of one of the largest growing protest
groups 1in history.

Your local peace group is the Forest Fields Feace Group. We can be
contacted either by leaving a message at the Forest Fields Neighbour-
e e el ForestoFielde, oy Dy ringing Fagdy and

PLEASE JOIN US. EVE{YONE WwELCOME.
FOREST }I LDo FEACE GEOUP: KONTGLY MeEETING wED 8th FEb at 8Bp.m.

VENUE: Forest Fields Neighbourhood Centre, 69, Wiverton Road.

The Peace Group meetings have been running for over three years and
have provided a wide and varied forum for discussion. Anyone who
would either like to get involved in the peace movement or just Tind
out more about the group is welcome to attend,

oal 18th February: Demcnstration Against U.S. Furchase of Chilwell
Army Dbase.

Further detdis available from Nottingham C.N.D. (551948) and wjll
be included in the next edition of the Newsletter.

SUN 5th February: 2.30p.m. at N.C.N.D. office, 15, Goosegate, Nott'm.
Meeting of FEast Midland Yeace Groups to discuss regional/national
action at Molesworth in the Spring and the co~ordination of regional
action against Cruise convoys. Anyone interested welcome,

Printed and published by the Forest Fields Peace Group.
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