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_UNILATERAL NUCLEAR

In recent issues we have run arti-
icles on specific aspects of the
nuclear arms race: Cruise,Tornado,
and Civil Defence to name but three.
1+ is,however,important To examine
the fundamental issue of CND. Why
should we disarm and why should we
do so unilaterally (i.e. regard-
less of whether other countries

get rid of theip nucdear weapons) .

The Government tells us we need

our nuclear weapons because they
have kept the peace for 40 years and
they act as a deterrent to acts ol
Soviet aggression. They deter the
Soviets,it is argued,because they
know that if they should threaten or
attack us we would retaliate wic<

our genocidal nuclear weapons.

However look at this argument more
closely. 1f the Government says our
weapons act as a deterrent then this
must mean that the Government 1s
prepared to use them. This means the
Covernment is prepared to kill mill-
ions of innocent Seviet people, it
also means that 1t is prepared to
sacrifice millions of innocent Brit-
ish people,because in a nuclear war
nearly all men,women and chiddren
would be slaughtered.

The Government says 1t wants peace
and to disarm its nuclear weapons
but will only do so when it is a
negotiated,multilateral disarmament.
This means we only get rid of some
of our weapons if the Soviets get
+rid of some of theirs. The Soviels
say the same thing. Why then have
they failed to negotiate any kind ol
disarmament?

For many years the superpowers have
held series of talks on arms reduct-
ions. There has been no arms reduct-
ions. The only thing that has happ-
ened is that both sides have built

up their number of nuclear weapons.
Both sides openly declare that they
will consider arms reduction if they
can do so from a position of strength
and retain a military advantage over
+he  other. When both ' 'sides enter dis-
armament negotiations from this per-
spective there can be no disarmament.
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T i therefore clear that both
supecrpowers and their allles see
military advantage and having the
capatity to inflict more degir-
uction on one another as a higher
prioerity than’ peace and disarmam-
ent. Thus we can see that the
"multilateralists? and the "uni-
IT'ateralists”" of the peace MoOve-
ment are not groups who share a
common desire for disarmament and
are merely in conflict about how
this is achieved: rather that the
“multilateralists" are pro-milit-
ary domination,pro-nuclear arms
and pro-war and the "unilateral-
ists!" are pro-disarmament,anti-
nuclear arms and anti-war.

Put dimpiyv,the "multilaterslisls”
are the rearmers,the unilateral-
ists the disarmers.

For what is the sense in having
nuclear weapons? 1i used they can
ondly mean suicigde, There are no
winners in nuclear war. Millions
ori- both sides will perish.

The Government's nuclear strategy
confirms that it believes 1t has
the right of 'contirol over oury
l1ife and death. Many put it as
crudely as "better dead than redV

But the peace movement is making
more and more people come to real
ise that no government,organis-
ation or individual has the right
to say whether ordinary people
live or die. No-one has the 1right
to devise or implement a "system
6f deterrence" which will kill my
children,your children and other
nations' children.

Only when Britain has no nuclear
weapons of its own and no U.D5.
weaffons based on our shores can
we be free from the threat of
nuclear war. Only when we stop
preparing for nuclear war can we
be free from the threat of such a
catastrophic war.

This is what the peace movement
is ‘demanding. 1If you want your

children's children to be free

from this threat, shouldn't yowu
join us?
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But none of these obstacles were enough
to stop the peace movement. Hundreds of
demonstrators managed to get onto the
base, in the full knowledge that they
were at risk of being charged with break-
inga minor law, but knowing also that
their actions were upholding greater

laws : laws of humanity, morality and

peacee.

L

Sunday July st saw Nottingham's largest
ever direct action protest. The action
was to demonstrate the fierce opposition
to the decision to lease part of Chilwell
Ordnance Depot to the United States Air
Force.

The Government has failed to confirm how Several members of FFPG took part in

many U.S. bases there are in Britain, Reclaim Chilwell. We got onto the base

but it is currently believed there are at the recreation ground after attempts

135. Chilwell would be the 136th,and at the Nottingham Road gate were prevented
by massive police presence. While on the

base we unfurled our banner reading
WCHILWELL: 136th U.S. BASE "(which was
shown on BBC News), later we tied the
banner to the pedestrian bridge over the
Nottingham Road. A group played football
wearing bibs that spelled ''We RECLAIM
CHILWLLL" and U.S. BASES OUT OF U.K. OK."

the first of gt least 60 new sites to
be aquired by the U.S5. Air Force.

The increasing military presence of the
UeSe military in Britain puts the people
of Britain at an ever greater riske.
Britain has become an unsinkable U.S.
aircraft carrier.

The protest on July 1st was to Reclaim There was a great atmosphere on the base

Chilwell from the U.S. military back to and everybody in our group enjoyed being
the British people. It was an unqualified a part of the succesful action demonstating
success. our rejection of the American take over

of Chilwell.
Hundreds of police and soldiers were British sovereignty is completely under-
drafted 1n to guard the base. kxtra ' mined by the presence of U.S. troops,
barbed wire fences were erected a few missiles and bases in this country. That
days before the protest. is why the peace movement calls for:

U.5. troops out of Chilwell
U.S. bases out of Britailn.

THE = ARMY WERE USED FOR THE FIRST TIME AGAINST PEACE PROTESTERS AT THE
RECLAIM CHILWELL ACTION. HERE THEY MOVE IN TO REMOVE PROTESTORS FROM
SITTING ON A SECTION OF PULLED DOWN FENCE.
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