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FIGHTING FASCISM is pamphlet number one of the Nottingham-produced.
polltlcal newsletter "IF YOU DONTT HIT IT Guw LT WON'TY FALL”

The interest for such a pamphlet is because of the recent reV1val
of racism and fasc1sm ~aided - although not created - by far-
right and fascist organlsutlons like the Natlonal Front and Natlonal

Party,

More 8pec1f10ally, the crisis has provided the situation in which
fascist solutmons to working class people's problems can seem
attractive so that during the Summer of 1976 several incidents

like the stabbing of young Asians in Southall (London) reflected

a general rise in racism ... the need to understand how to

oppose racism and fascism now comes from this. At the same time
there are many complications in the fight against fascism,
Important among these is the totality of underlying fascist ideas,
Whereas racism is the biggest support-getter at the moment for
groups like the National Front, fascists encourage many reactionary
aspects of capitalist society., Among these is Nationalism; a rigid
authoritarian view of life; the suppression of womens' autonomy
and the 4 suppression of any sexuality outside the
kind most useful to the continuation of exploitation (especially
clamping on gay love); a reactionary position of Ireland, Work etc,

Antifascist cormittees are one present form of organisation of
struggle against fascism and the Nottingham Antifascist Committee
has achieved little, been full of conflict and dispuge. At the
very least this pamphlet should help to air some of the different
p01nts of view around

"This punphlet contains virious articles for discussion., ''The Threat

of Fascism' id.atifies the. corporate state and the Labour Party as

main dangers whereas 'What is Fascism' whilst also exploring the role
of reformism, stresses the ideological fighf against racism and fascism
and criticised the crude 'Smash the Front! approach of the .

Socialist Workers Party and the International Marxist Group.

Roger of Nottm AFCommittee has supplied us with some 'Notes on Fpscisn'!
and an 'Imnmigration Laws' summary. A no doubt controversial article

on Chinese Foreigh policy 'Maoism and Fascism' has been included, as
well as a couple of peices oun the racist demagogue Powell. Two short
peices by Trotsky locate fascism in an historical perSpectlve and
suggest 1its base is nmainly petit<=bourgeois.

An article from the magasine Unercurrents discusses the Counter Culture,
one from Anarchy dlscusses the Left, The teéed for 4 revolutlonary
sjrategy is raised again and Notes for a mecting on Ra 1cism, Se¢Xism and
F&.scism are reprinted,

Perhaps most important are aspects of racism/fascism we have not had

the resourses to research into. For example the most vital struggle
facing Britsih revolutionaries: Ireland. What precisely is the
relationship which the NF/NP enjoys with UVF, RUC, Boman Catholic Church
and the British Army? How deep is fascist 1nf11tr“tlon in the Civil
Service, Trade Unions, SPUC, Prison Service, Police, Customs, Immigration
TAVR, RC Church and so on? What relationship do the fascists have with
the Economic League, Nu&FF,, Aims of Industry, Institute for the Study of

Gonflict e How important is the Fascist International? What can psych-
ology (Relch Fromm,etc) tell us about fascism? The list is endless

from the role of the otate to euthanasia and genetic engineering, to
Chile and Spain.

This has turned out to be a discussion pamphlet, it cost a lot to produce
and the 12p cover price is less than what it cost. All contrlbutlons are.
welcomne, For further comnunlcﬁtlon contact 1F YOU DON'T.. . —
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Once aueln, Western capitalism is sinking into a deep econ-
omic depression., lMass unemployment is steadily rising, living.
standards are falling and social services spending is being
ruthlessly cut. The effects of the world depression are most.
acute in Britain because here we live under the cldest and thus
most decayed capitalist system. The contradiction between the-
social character of production and the individual ownership of
the means of production is in a state of conspicuous change and
1s becoming increasingly antagonistic.

These are the objective material conditions that have given
rise to an intensification of the conflict between the working
class and 'the capitalist class during the last ten years, as has
been exemplified in the successive waves of industrial militancy.
The same changes in material conditions also account for a small
but significant movement of some workers towards a ”evolutlonary
outlook, However it is equally the case that the forces of ex-
treme reaction have been strengthened in response to a decaying
capitalism. The growth of revolution and reaction are both
products of :the qame circumstances.. They const 1tute a dialect~-
ical unity of opposites. | P

THE TATURE OF IFASCISM

1f the threat of fascism is to be successfully combatted it
is necessary for us to make an accurate materialist analysis of
it. In order to do this our analysié must not be confined, as
ften is the case, to the ideology of fascism. We must pene-
tru e uhrouﬂh its ideological smokescreen to its material basis
and 1dentify the class out of whose:practige it arises: and thus.
serves,

ascism is a political strategy resorted to by the monopoly.

canitalist ruling class when confronted with grave economic
crisis and growing working class unrest, as in Germany in the

early 19508, its real zaim is Lo perpetuate the system of decay=-
1ng monopoly capitalism. Its means are the building of_a nass .
movenent on the basis of attracting demoralized sections of the
working class and petit bourgeoisie, through nationalistic and
racist ideology, who are then used to support the seizure. of
state power and the establishment of an authoritarian dictator-:
ship. Once in power, the fascists proceed to crush all opposit-
ion to their regime, especially that of the worLlng class, and
establish rigid state economic control in the interests of mon-
opoly capitalism.

RACISM AND FASCISM

One common misconception among opponents of fascism is to
assume that 1ts essence is racism. In fact, racism is an ideol=~
ogical tool frequently, but not always, used as a means of mass
mobilization by the fascists. Racism was not a sighificant
factor in the rise of Italian fascism to power., Furthermore, in
the case:. of Portugese fascism great efforts were made tuv try to
encourage the peoples of the African colonies to regard them=- -
selves as '"Portugese'. Intermarriage between blacks and whites
was officially sanctioned. But this attempt by the Portugese
fascistsg to combat growing sentiments of national libe eration was
unable to suppress the racism inherent in colonial oom1nwulon.

Racism is. @ much older ideological phenomenon than is fasc-
ism. Racist beliefs are a direct outcome of imperialism, Racism
arose as & moral Justification for the colonial oppression and |

Xv101uﬁtloq of the peoples of 1e1ﬁ Africa and-America. 1t also
had an important function in motiwve t1a~ the working classes of
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the European capitalist countries to fight in wars of colonial
conquest, Imnerialism is, of course, still very much alive and
thus so too is racism,. |

Just as under capitalism there 1is contlnuous economic and
political struggle between the working cla and the Cﬁplt alist
class so also there is continuous 1deologlcul struggle. On the
one hand, we are all influenced by the ideology arising out of
the oructlce of the ruling Cmpltullst class, This is dissewinat=
ed through the cducational system and the mass media and incor-
porates racism as a component parte. On the other hand, we are
subject to ideas arising out of our immediate experiences, our
own actual practice, and these tell us that all workers are Op-
pressed and exploited by the capitalists, regardless of nationale
ity and skin colour, and that all workers have the same interests .
in common. | | |

So there is a contradiction within our thinking. One side
of 211 of us is racist and says whites are superior to blacks.,
(This is the case for both white and black people, as Frantz Fan-
on pointed out.) The other side of us says that all workers, re-
ardless of place of origin and colour, arc oppressed by capital-
1um and thus should unite in common struggle against 1it.

Whether or not racism is on the increase depepds upon which
side of this contradiction is the strongest, which is the princ-
ipal aspect. Under capitalism, it is not a case of whether peopn~
le are racists or not. Rather it is a case of which aspect of
the contradiction between reaction and revolution in general, and
bourgeois racism and proletarian internationalism in particulier, .
is growing in strength, ‘

In Britain today it does scem that among some sections of
the working class and petit bourgeoisie racism 1is on the increase
and certainly Jrowing more quickly than any upsurge of -revolut=-
jonary consciousness among other sections of these classes. The
growth of racism, which the National Front and other fascists use
as their main ‘”lt“blOnal weapon, will not be curtailed simply by
disseninating arguments exposing the fallecices of racism, In the
final analy81sg”the only sure way to deifcat racisnm is by acting
so as to strengthen the proletarian, revolutionary side of this
ideological contradiction. In short, the only way to lastingly
defeat racism is through revolution, '

TIE GROWTH OF CURT ORATISM

fwnctly one hundred yecars ago, Friedrich DEngels wrote 1in hls
Anti-Duhring:

v,,.the official representative of capitalist socielty - the State
-~ will ultimately have to undertake the direction of production.”

and?

17yt the transformation, either into joint-stock companies and
trusts, or into.ostate ownership, docs not do away with the capit-
alistic. nature of the productive forces., .es The modern Statey no
motter what its form, is essentially a capitalist machine, the
state of the capitalists, the ideal nersonification of the total
national capital, The more it proceeds to the taking over of prod-
uctive forces, the more does it actually bcoome he national cap-
italist, the more citizens does 1t ecxXploit,

Since Engels wrote these prophetic words the State certainly has
played an ‘increcasingly imvortant part in economic affairs, first
of all by means of occasional and limited interventions in the
national cconony, e.g. monetary policy, and more recently as the
nlanner and dlbetOT of the economy. Incidentally, the Groucho




"Marxists" of iIilitant, with their silly  demand that the Labour
government should nqtlonalizetthe'lar“est two nundred firms,
would cdo well to heed Engels. | -

In Britaein, tendencies towards a state-~controlled but  priv-
ately-owned monopnoly capitalism have been growlng more pronounced
since the early 1960s. The National Economic Development Council,
the National Enterprise Board, the Industry Act, the Secial Con-
tract and the Bullock Report are but a few examples of :this trend,
But there is nothing new about this type of capitalist economic
organisation, In pre-war Italy and Germany it was known as cor
oratism,..&s Sir Oswald Mogsley, the father of British fa501sm,
wrote. back in the 1950s

HThe main object of a modern and Fascist movement is to eutwbllsh
the Corporate State." o

Denito itlussolini outllncd the ney elements of the corporate state

as follows: Wh e Lpe s Jaloan? |

1 State. control of wages, prlceo'and foreign. trade,

2e Prohibition of frece collective bargaining.

e otatie direction of industry and commerce.,

L, State subsidies for large-scale private firms..

5. Establishment of industry-wide corporations with Comnulsory
membership for owners and workers, i.es "industrial particip-
ation',

Now these policies sound familiar because they are precisecly
those which have been introduced by recent British govbrnHCuLs,
especlally Labour governments.: In Italy and Germany the setting
up of the corporate state followed the fasdist seizure of state
powers In Britain it has been happcnlnv the other way -round. The
cmergence of a corporate state apparatus hias preccded the estab-
lishnent of a fascist regime. 8o far, the nmonopoly capitalist
class. have been able to maintain the facade of parliamentary dene -
ocracy, and have not yet found it neCcessary to turn to authoritar-

ian dictatorship, to outright fascism. ' Corporatism is fascisn
with a human faces, Its chief archlLect has becn and is the Labour
Pariy, '

THE ROLE OF TH LABOUR PARTY

The governments formed by the 5 oty Party since 1964 have
taken the: leading role in gradually assembling the corporate state
machines The Tory government of 1970-74 also played its part.
But the Labour politicians have an advantage over thelr Tory col=
leagues because Labour leaders such as Michacl IFoot and Anthony
Wedgwood=-3cenn proclaim their anti-working olauscorporat¢ut neasw
ures as ''socialist?!. They try to dec “lVC.uS,'thG working class,
by claiming to serve us with ”SOC*uljbtd,lO”’Sl L ian whon in tack
they act in the interests of the nmonopoly capitalist class, . Of
course, there is nothing original about this type of ''socialism'l,
It was forcibly imposed in Germany during Hitler's time and wa
called '"mational . seociaslism't, or for ShOft - Nazism. Here in Brit-
ain, it is introduced by stealth and called ‘fdemocratic socialisn'l,

ot only has the Labour Party been.in the lead in bringing in

cor pOT&tl s but it has also consistently pandered. to racismes To
give -just one of many exampWos in 1968 the Labour -government in-
tre JUced an Imnigration Act which denies: the right of residence
in Britain to British passport-holders without parents or grand~
bparents born in Britain. 1In other words, it is just a cunning
way of kceping blacks out: of . the country without actually ment-
ioning the terms "'race' or Yecolour',.  What is more, Labour admin-
istrotions have talkken no measures to stop fascists holding mass
marches, mlth the deliberate intention of provoking violent
clashes, through arcas where black people live.,
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One inmportant point must be made clear, It is not a case of
the Labour leaders consciously being racists or wanting to bring
about fascisms But their anxiety to gather votes in General ITl-
ections leads them on the one hand to give in to racist demands
for anti-blacks immigration laws and on the other hand to mount
feeble and insincere campaigns against racism so as' to Uy to pick
up .the black vote. Labour, which has been losing support for the
last -twenty-five years, need all the votes they ‘can get and are
not very fussy about how they get themn,

Also, the Labour lcaders do not sec their corporatist mcas-
ures as being fascist in tendency. Instead, the circumstances of
declining capitalism, a system which they have tried to preserve,
have forced them along the corporatist road, But what matters is
not what the Labour politicians say they arec doing but the object-~
ive material consequences of their actions. And what they have
actually done is to open up the way Tor full-blooded fascism.,
Labour's immigration laws have had the c¢ffect of riaking racism
respectables Their economic neasures have gone a long way towards -
inplementing the economic policy of fascism. As a result, one
thing is at last beconming increasingly clear to the working class
- the Labour Party is not our friend but our enenys. . 1t does not
serve us. but Them, the monopoly capitalist class. Social democe—
racy does indeed pave the way for fascisn. |

THE ONLY WAY FORWARD

The working class in'Britain has only one main ecneny - the
nmonopoly capitalist class. But the guises in which monopoly cap-
italism appears are various, Its major political expression in
Britain .so far has been through the Labour politicians and the -
section of the Tory Party led by Edward Heath., These '"moderates®
have tried to control the working class more by deceit, with the
willing collaboration of the trade union lecaders, than by intine-
idation, Their method has been that of democratic corporatisn,
They have been quite successful insofar as they have succeeded in
reducing working class living standards and have neutralized the
trade unions. But all of these measures have not been sufficient
to reverse the decline of British capitalism. And now our class
1s showing clear signs that it has put up with enough, The reve-
olt against the Social Contract is beginninge.

If within the next few years the working class so intensify
their resistance to the corporate state then the monopoly capit-
alists will turn to outright fascist organisations such as the
National Front., Big firms will step up their financial contrib-
utions to the NI' and the courts will interpret the law in ways
that favour unrestricted fascist attacks on any working class res-
istances The monopoly capitalist class will ditch the democratic
cornoratisn of the Labour Party and turn to the dictatorial corp-
oratism of the National Front. |

There is only one way forward for the working class in Brit-
ain and that is the revolutionary road. The only final solution -
to our problems is to rise up and overthrow the monopoly capital-
ist class and begin the task of constructing a socialist socicty,
The alternatives are; at begt, passive submission to the Labour
Party's stagnating corporatisn or, worse, sporadic, half-hearted
and uncoordinated revolt that would push the nonopoly capitalists
into the arms  of rampant fascisn.

AT the present time there is no Marxist-Ieninist revolution-
ary movement in Britain, let alone a revolutionary party. Most
of the organisations claiming to be revolutionary do not clearly
and Torceinlly mresent the revolutionary alternative to the great

® C9
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nass of our class. Instead the Revisionist CPGB and the wvarious

" Trotskyists opportunistically fawn upon the Labour Party. There
is nothing thﬂse people like better than to find themselves sit-
ting on the same platform as a Labour M.P, - And at General Elect=-

icns they scy "Wote Labour but for real Socialist policies™ or
"esebut with no illusions' and suchlike confused nonsense. These
ladies and gentlemen do not seen to notice that they are the ones
with the 1llusicns; that the working class has been steadily des-
erting the Labcur }arty since the early 1950s. No, when the reve-
clutionary rhetoric is stripped away the RchSlﬂnists'and,Trot-
skyists -are revealed as nothing nore than left social democrats,
supporters of utute monopoly capitalisn, g

hc surugﬂle qgalnSL fascism can only be won by rapidly dev-
el»alng the btrugglp 10k oo letﬂrlan revoluticn, Both Labour
arty. Curﬂurutluﬂ and National Front fascism nust be completely
xposed as the twin agents of mvnvpoly capitalism, Tine is grow-

'ﬁing short. - There is not a noment to be l¢ste The need to build
‘a revolutionary movemcnt based upon the JUot resentments and as=-

plrﬁtlunu of - the working class in Britain has mever becen greater,

- Brothers and ulStCrS, let us set in potion th¢s great reserve of

LGV&lutlbﬂTry cnergy. As Mao Tse-tung . sald

"The masses b ave a potpntlally 1nGYhaust1ble enthusiasm for soc-

1alisn, ThoSe who can only follow the old routine in & revolut=-
lonary peripd are utterly incapable of see 1n~ this énthusiasne
They are. bllnu qnd all is dark ahead of the: -

Our task is to help develop and strengthen the revolutlonury side
of working claso conscicusness. We cantdo this by lluulng thp
mnass lines. is

"Tal (¢ the ideas of the masses and cuncentrate‘uhcm, then go to
the. hasses, persevere in the ideas and carry them thruuWh...‘

‘In this way fasc1sm can be. ae¢ 1tcd mnd SuClT1lSﬂ Luorge triunph=

Dare to struggle} i ‘*“_"Da:eit0 win1 

NOPTINGEAM COMTUNIST GROUP




THE COLLAPSE OF BOURGEOLS DEHMOCRACY

| Afterrthe war a series of brllllantly victorious revolutions occurred in Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and latter
Spaine  But it was only in Russia that the proletariat took full power into its hands, expropriated its explof ters,
and knew how to create and maintain a workers' state. Everywhere else the proletariat, despite its victory, stopped
halfuay because 'of the mlstakes of its leadership, As a result, power slipped from its hands, shifted from left to
right, and fell prey to fascism. In a series of other countrles power passed into the hands of 2 militdry dictator-
ship. Nowhere wuere the parliaments capable of reconciling class contradictions and assuring the peaceful develop=
ment of events, Confllcts were solved arms in hand. -

The French'beop]e‘for long time though{ that fascisn had nothinguha tever to do wlth them, They had a republic in
which all Guestions were dealt with by the sovereign people through the exercise of universal suffrage. But on
February 6th 1934 several thousand fascists and royalists, armed with revelvers, clubs, and razors, imposed upon the
country the reactionary government of Doumergue, under whose protection the fu301st bands contlnue 1o grow and arm
themselves. What does tomorrow hold? ¢

Of course in France, as in certain other European countries (England delgium, Holland, Switzerland, the Scandinavian
countried), There still exist porlwaments, elections, democratlc liberties, or their remnants. But ifi all these
countries the class struggle is sharpening, just as 1t did previously .in-ltaly and Germany, Whoever consoles hime
self with the phrase, "France is not Germany." is hopeless. In all countries the same historic laws of capitalist
decline.  If the means of production remain in the hands of a small number of capitalists, there is no way out for
society. It is condemned to go from crisis to crisis, from need to misery, from Had to worse.  In the various

countries the decrepltude and di51ntergratlon of capitalism are expressed in diverse forms and at unequal rhythms,
But the basic features of the process are the same everyshere, - The bourgeoisie is leading-its society to complete
bankruptcy. It is capable of assuring the people neither bread nor peace. This is precisely why 1t cannot any
longer tolerate the democratic order. It is forced to :gmash the workers by the use of physical vielence. The
discontent of the workers and peasants, however, cannot be brought to an end by the police alone., Horeover, it is
often impossible to make the arny march against the people, It begins by disintegrating and ends with the passage
of a large section of the soldiers over to the people's side. That is why finance capital is obliged to create
special armed bands, trained to fight the workers just as certain breeds of dog are trained to hunt game. The
historic function of fascism is to smash the working class, destroy its organizations, and stifle political liberties
when the capitalists find themselves unable to govern and dominate with the help of democratic machinery, '

The fascists find their human material mainly in the petty bourgeoisie. The latter has been entirely ruined by
big capital.  There.is no way out for it in the present social-order but ‘it knius of no other, Its dissatisfaction
indignation and despair are diverted by thefascists away from big capital and against the workers. !t may be Sajd
that fascism is the act of placing the petty bourgeorsxe at the disposal of its most bitter enemies, ~ In this way
big capital ruins the middle calsses and then, with the help of hired fascist demagogues, incites the despairing
petty bourgeois against the worker. The bOUPQGOlS regime can be preserved only by such murderous means as these.
For how long? Until it is overthrown by the proletarian revolution.




FASCISM - WHAT IS IT?

e e b

What is fascism? The name originated in Italy. Were all ths forms of counter-

evolutionary dictatorship fa501st or not ( hat is to say, prior to thu advent

'}*of f3801sm 1n.ItaLy)

 § Thu-former dlcta orshlp in Spaln of Prlmo de R)V@ra, 1923—30 is called a fa801st
»,;dlctator$h1p by ths Comlntvrn. il thlb corrﬁct or not° Mm be 1leve that 1t 1s

Ilnpcorrect.

-~

The fascist movement in Italy was a spontaneous movement of largo masses, with
new l2aders from the rank and file. It is a plebean movement in arigin,

' directed and flnanCDd by big capitdlist powers. It issued forth from the

petty bourgeoisie,:ithe slum proletariat|, and even to a certain extent from

.:the proletarian mass s,‘Mussollnl, a formur 8001allst, 188 "self~madﬁ man
-ariging from. this movement. ' o X | |

Primo de Rivera was an aristoerat. He occupled a hlgh mllltary and burﬁau—
cratic post and was chief governor of Catalonia. He accomplishaed his over-

throw with the aid of state and.military :forezs.  The dlctatorshlps of Spaln

and- Italy are too totally. different forms of dictatorship. It is né scessary to

~-'distinguish between them. ' Mussolini- hsad dlfflculty in rhcon0111ng many old
- military institutions w1th thb fasc1st mllltla. ‘ Thls problum dld not eX1st |

_for Primo. du Riversa.

The movumunt 1n uermany is analogouo mostLJ to the; Itallan. It.4is - a ‘mass

_movement, with its loaders employing .a graat deal of socialist dﬁmagogy

Thls s nvcossa:y for ths cruatlen of the: mass movern nt

The G"nulﬁe baSlS (for'fascism) iis the pbtty bourg901ole, In ItaLy 1% has

a very 1argu base - the petty bourgecisie of the towns and ‘cities, and the

peasantry In G'rmany, 11kvw1su, ther is 'a lgrgb basa fer fa801sm. . Lt

;It de b\ sald, and thls s trug to a: G« rtaln ex*ent that thv Salcing mlddlof

class,ythv functionarics of ths statu,.thu private dmlnlstrators, etc.,
can constitute such a base. But this is an new question that must be
analyzedo e o ¢ o

'¢>In.order 0 b@ capablﬁ'OI fore seelng anythlna'W1th rugqrd to f3801sm, 1t
18 necesgary toe have a: difinition of that idea. What is:ig fascism? 'What
arc its base, its form, and its charaecteristics? @ How will its davelopment

take place? It is- necessary to-proceed in a scientific and Marxian Manher.

Leon.Trotsgz




SOME THOUGHTS ON THE FIGHT AGAINST FASCISMp

Te Fa501sm is a phenomenon analysed flrst from the eXperlence of develppments im
in Italy and Germany in the 20's and 30'5. Therefore we must recognlse both
the problems and advantages of h1storlca1 comparisons, - e

2e CGammon features of fascism in its 'classic' form are:
'  8e A situation of soclal/economlc/polltlcal crisise.

H} A failure of working class revolutionary struggle. - :

“'c. A failure of reformism to squash or divert the workers struggles.

ds The organisation of a mass movement of the petit-bourgeoisie (and:
sections of the working class) based on a general reaction to the.crisis in both
vague anti-capitalist slogans andtled to nationalist, racist, sexist etc.
‘ideology of bourgeois society. “And -such a movement fights both International
Finance (Jews) and International Communismj; and aims to phy51cally smash the
organlsatlons of the working class. - |

es The seizure of pewer- state power by thls movement means the
temporary loss of control by the bourgeoisie irectly in controlling the state
power, though sections of the ruling class back the faseistsevses and this
situation implies an extreme crisis 1ndded for any section of the ruling class
to choose this option. - T

f. The fascist state sets out to smash the organlsatlon of the worklng
class (-met~-¢ (notmerely integrate them)-since this is always the reality ;
of trade unions under capltallsm) and 1mpose corporatlst unlons, etc.

%e Situations like Spain, Portugal Hungary in the 30's must be seen as.
variations from this 'classical'pattern.

L, The situation in Britain and Western Europe today fulfills the first
criterion but-not, as yet, the rest.

5. At the moment the ruling class does not use the fasc1st'solutlon , but a
two-sided strategy of confrontation and integration. S
Integration,., through the social democratic parties and trade union leaders,
with the Social Contract, Equal Pay Act, or Race Relations Act,
Confrontatlom/repressmon.....Immlgratlon Acts, Shrewsbury Pickets, Conspiracy
laws, Agee/ Hosenball, Special Patrol Group. | |

6. No major section of the ruling c¢lass sees the fascists as a serious option
as yet.e.o. though there is a significant turn to the rlght (the edges of
bourge01s democracy) with the pushlng of NAFF etc.

7. e Hale of the Phsciats today (NF NP) is in several forms:

Qg Repre881on/confrontatlon.., in X% certain areas the police are
restrlcted, politically, in the use of forcej; here the fascists. can play.a
role (from individual terror.,. the Guerrlllas of Christ the King in Spaln
or AAA)ln Argentina) to attacklng trade unionists, minorities. (Ordre Nouveau
of NF . | | : |
b, ldeological Role,,. structurlng the rac1sm, sex1sm, etc. in the
working class/petlt bourgeois embedded in an unstructured way due to the
conditioning and structure of capitalist 5001ety, and failure of the reformist
organlsatlons to really challenge this, |

8, The National Frent can ‘be called fascist because of:
| ae Its dynamic is outside the central organisation of bourgeois
parllamentary democracy (even in their use of the electora. machine), e
be Thelir aim is to bulld a mass movement- not an electoral machine.
ce Their ideology is traditionally fasc1st- not merely in the histor-
ical links that their ledders have with fascist organisations of the past, but =X
also also in the applications of the lessons of Mein Kampf etCasss the llnk of
anti=finance capital and anti-communism with the domlnant theme. of ultra-
nationalism and racialisMyeesee A130.56608 .X¥. . .Als0 seen in the orientation
in the Trades Unions towards superf1c1 1ly- antl-capltallst demands of workers
control, for shop stewards committees ete.. . - ? * ' |

9, Here we must stress the dlfference from Powell- who holds to the arena
of . bourgeois democracy.g.. while using the political muscle of mass agitation

around racism, - -
e
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a. the NF's orientation to mass work espe01ally affecrs 1ts serious _
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11, Also‘as a phys1cal thrlut djrect now agalnst mlnorltles (agalnst gays {
in.Leeds, against blacks more widely).s.. and“in the. future cafi be seen 4in the
role of the. Portdguese~1asc1;tscaround A i (bomblngs the polldy Gf: tenS1on)
possihly in the i ntegratlon of the fascists: into state repressive organs i

(as in the. British fascisti moving imto the:Organisation for the. MalntalnanoF ()r
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Immlgratlon, as)an European W1de henomenon, has been dete mlned by the:; b
economic needs of the' ‘capit talist “economies- reqdirlng labour durlng the

economic boom of the 1950'~ and early. 60's, and redulrlng both less- labour and: .
greater control of migraht labour during thc recession since the doteb0la, .

Immigrants have come to work in industries which the indigenous. workegs.were .. .
leaving because of bad condi* :ons,;or low pay (Health transport foundrles)
or to booming 1ndustr1e ‘(cars) i Sl

"The existence of this 1mm1gratlonw 1ves our economy greater flexibility ...
since the’ 1mm1grants areEVery mobll 9 are w1ll1ng to. switch factories.and
reglons, and af At becomes necessary g ok become compensated unemployed”

v ¢ 4

e e R PR h ( U 1nc Ncuvelle French employers maga21nc)

@ I..

"Thanks to . foreign worker37 real’ Wages are malntalned at a lower rate than p
they would have been without them'
( Journa.l des_nssoc1ations Patronales;Suisses' 1963)tgie

proe M
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As these employers papers pOlnt out 1mm1grant labour, » 5y unorganlsed can b o
used to keep down wages; 1t does’ Aot require spendlng on education, pensions, etc
since most 1mm1grants are younp workers- and thoy_areqmore;flexlble (not,by
ch01ce) ; i ; . ) (AT g : T . B )
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The normal mechanls@thg\contral thlSqSlquthn are seen1lnithe"09ntraqt' ke

system. %n France Jand .G enman¥‘.wherejworkere frqm,§outhern Europe or-North, s
o 4 @ 8 g% u ¢

Africa enter thé ‘country on a<dne year (or leéss( contract. to a spec1f1d£3ob. “Fas
The employer must re-sign ihe contract or the worker 13 deported. It means the ‘
migrant worker will be depoz ted f ‘he or shr - Joins-a ‘political Qrganlsatlon
or trades uniony or protcsts inany 4 wav agalnSt bad condltlons, Speed—up,,
wage cuts, etc. (1,000's were deported from France who Jjoined their fellow
workers in the 1968 strikes) Workers are aldo kept in 'hostels' sealed off
from the indigenous workersﬁ_to 1ncrease lsolatlon and control.

In Britain the existence of the Commonwealth and broader 01t1zensh1p has -
confused matters for the ullng clﬂss; Since the early 1960's “though, we"
can see @ range of attempts to druw 1mm1gratlon law closer to the pattern of
the FRench ¥or German contract system = s N
The 1971 Immlgratlon Act ‘ended’ tla,rlgh of Immlgrants to settle W1th the1r¢7
family, now they-can only enter- for a flxeo perlod for.a flyed JOb, and

have no rlght to-brlng 1n depend 1tso | :

-

's“-.“‘t-’.'.‘..‘ N 0 9. W B R
.g_\o

Under . the 196a Immlgratlon 5 i deportatlon of :Commonwealth  citizens was intro-
duced (1f an immigrant broke a condition under which entry was allowed) = :
Under the 1971 Act the ground for deportation was if the Home SEcratary

""deems his deportatlon condtcwve to the puollc good" Aty T | R
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It 48 alse more diffieult to obiain citizenship, Befere 1971 s Gommonwealth eltigen Whe
who was resident in this country for five years or more was entitled to become a
British citizen. Under the '71 Act he must 'prove he is of''good character' and has
"sufficient knowledge of english'". The Home Secretary can also arbitrarily refuse
applications,.

There are further 'controls' on immigrants, in the fostering of racism at various
levels;® -1. through direct racist violence (fascist attacks, etc)

2. through racist demagogues (Powell)

5« through the racism in trades unions etc to the failure of the labour
movement to oppose racism at all levels

L. through 'institutional' racism....from police violence to built in
discrimination in education in education, housing, etc.
These all help to demoralise and isolate a whole section of the working class.

Our opposition to all immigration controls must be to oppose the creation of a -
layer of workers isolated and super-exploited, and to oppose the racist assumptions
built into these laws that it is to some extent or other the existence of immigration
that causes problems such as unemployment, housing waiting lists, or whatever, -
and not the real causes of the contradictions of a capitalist economy, built on
profit and not people's needse.

% % 3k 5k %k % %k ok %k %k 3k %k % %k %k % %k % %k %k %k %k Kk 5k %k k %k % % % Xk

AN OUTLINE OF IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION,

1905 ALIENS ACT - the first modern major restriction on immigration. It was
introduced follow1ng a wave of hysteria directed against the 'hordes' of East
European Jews who entered the country as'refugees'.

1914  ALIENS RESTRICTION ACT- introduced against 'enemy' nationals in Britain.

1919  ALIENS RESTRICTION (AMENDMENT) ACT - continued the right to deport 'undes-
irable! aliens after the war. (Applleé in recent legislation, such as the Pakistan

ACt)o

1925  SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS (COLOURED ASIAN SEAME ) ORDER- further restricted
employment in the shipping industry. (Further restricted:1935 Brltlsh ShlEE ng
(Assistance) Act.

1920  ALIEN ORDER ACT,., - introduced after rioting in seaports against coloured
seamen; restricting the right of coloured seamen to get jobs on Brltlsh vessels.

1948  BRITISH NATIONALITIES ACT,

XX HX XXX EENNEN N KX KX KX X KK XERXN X X KET | | |
1962 COMMONWEALTH IMMIGRANTS ACT.,- The main provision was to llmlt the entry of
commonwealth workers to those holding one of the three types of epployment
voucher: - - Fin i w
Category 'A'= Commonwealth citizens w1th.spe01flcwjobs.t0'come to in the UK
Category 'B'= Persons with recognised skills or qualifiCations in short
supply in U.K. L
Category 'C'= All other persons: prlorlty given to those who served in
H.M. Government forces in the war, and then 'first come come, first served'.

1965  WHITE PAPER 'IMMIGRATION FROM THE COMMONWEALTH' -abolished vouchers of
category 'C',-Eut the numbers of categorles"ﬂ' e B, Stricter tests of
eligibility for the entry of children 16-18, introduced, |
Home Secreaary given powers to deport at his dlscretlon, without a court

ruling, any immigrant.of less than 5 years standing, who he considers had flouted the
1mm1gratlon regulatlons.

1968  COMMONWEALTH IMMIGRATION ACY,. (in response to the racist agitation around

the entry of Kenyan Asians) -removed the right of entry of British Passport
holders umless_they had a 'substantial connection' with the U.K. (i.e. at




n?least‘one'grandparent born here ( the introduction of a "racial
.xdiStinction in citizenship")

1969 = IMMIGRATION lPPthS ACT - introduced to set up appeals procedures for
| . . intending immigrants who are refused entry to the U.K. But it contained
e clause maklng it obligatory for intending immigrants to obtain entry visas- |

| v certificates frok the British Authorities in their own countrieSsees.
) £ 2 where no appeals machinery was provided. Thus a substantlal number of
i appeals ‘were effecclvelv lenled a hearlng. e

“‘1969 zgj_§9_1“§§§QAETA Y ruled that Commonwealth citizens engaged to women

TR AR TG SR R ST

'5’,, living in the U.K. could not enter to. marry and settle. The woman must leave the
. country and live with her husband.

(June 1974~ this ban was lifted)

1971 IaIIJL .s..z..,.- 'W—['
2 T1e Removes all controls of immigration of Commonwaelth citizens who have
at least one British=born grandparent (Patrlals)
.24 No others have the right to enter the U KU (non-Patrials). they need
‘permission to enter and need a work permit for a specific job with a specific
employer. Admitted for on® year ard permlss1on may be renewerd for three
more years at the Home Secretary's permission.
- 3. Dependents have no right toenter but may be admitted for the duration
of the work permit only. :
L4, Commonwealth immigrants subgect to controd have to register with the
_fDepamtment of Employment.
5. The power of deportation extended and 'deportable' offences made
“retrospective. One~-time 1llegal 1mm1grants, no longer subject to deport=-
?atlon, may be deporte d i o

(1971- Police set 17 Tmmlgratlon Intelllgence Unit)

”.1972 EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES MCT'- extended to the UK the EEC's 'liberal' prov-

.+ “isions for ensurlng the free movement of. people within the community. Modific-

ation of two of the cardinal principles underlying the 1971 Act was nec=
_essary to comply with EEC law;= 1) All non-patrials should for immigration
purposes be treated allke 1rrespsct1ve of natlonallt y. 2) that the
admission of workers and the conditions attatched to thelr laave to remain
should be clos ely related to current labour demandsS. | e

1973  Pakistan Act. - Following the exit of: Paklstan from the Commonwealth,
Pakistanis resident in the U.K. given the Opportmnlty af . taklng British
citizenship or being subject to the restrictions of non-Commonwealth
01t1zenso |

1973  LORDS RULING ON THE IMMIGRATION ACT.- made retrospectlve the 1971 Tk
rulings on ill egal 1mm1grants- untll Aprll 1974

1973  PREVENTION OF TERRORISM XZX{X (TEWPORARY PROVISIONb)~ 1mportant bearlng in
relation to deporc ation, powers of pollceto hold, etc. e i

L - e L CRR "‘—i

Nationality Act, to enable the SxwmxmmERkx removal of Commonwéealth cit-
izenship and the reduction of those affected to the same level as 'contract!
workers in the LEC.

22727 NEW NATIONALITY ACT - floated by Labour. Government to reshape the. 1948
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Today, Powell is not a dreaming nightmare. He is not conjuring from &
fevered imagination the blood that may staln uhe green’ grass of England's
pleasant land. He-is-.describing, as an.ememy describes, the strength of a
section of the working class which has proved its abllity and intention
. to turn this potential into a visible and viable political power.

Listen again "I have been describing forces which invest the new Common-
wealth immigrant and immigrant-descended population in England with the

sort of power which cannct, in the nature of things, remain enexerted. The
consequences of the New Commonuwealth immigration are not static, they are
dynamice.....the picture is not that of a province or «.rner of the country
occupied by a distinct and growing population, that would be perilous enough.
1t is of the occupation, more and more intense, of key areas -~ and, it may

be added, of key funmctions - in the heartlands of the Kingdom."

Powell makes it clear, to critics and admirers alike, that he acknowledges

this power of black pepple with extreme reluctance. The antidote for him 1is

the force of white nationalism that exists in the working class. There are
two alternatives he proposes, to this drive of black working class power:
“the state must take a stand and not ‘be driven to affording the black pop-
‘ulation and concessions, real or shoue 1 must make no acknowledgement of

"““goncessions through fear. The frustrations of the white working class must
be turned into a movement to stop the blacks. |

-

Harping on the second and final solution, Powell argdicts 'givil wazr'. The
whites must not join us in our assault on the police 1n loteinn © 31, an
aur demand for an extension of the social wage, in the struggle around
housing, in our refusal to do shit work, in ou. Spposltion to the social
‘contract in iddustrial employmen®. They must fight us. They must not stand
by bemused or confused by the battle betwann hlacks and the state. They
must unite behind the slogan to chuck us out of the country so as to prom-
ote the conditions for civil war and heavy stafe intervention, |

* ‘Apart from thig call to civil war, Powgll has, nothing to ‘offer the white
masses whom he addresses through his loudspeaker of the British press. His
economic pobicy of* the nineteenth century free market cuts no ice. As an
‘Irish M.P. (he represents the Protestants of South Down at Westminister)

he has failed to represent the anti-British sentimente of the Irish Prot-
ostants who waent td break away from direct Britssh rule. He is the most
popular leper in Conservative politics, flirting througn his black speeches
. with fringe groups like the National Front, who draw power from his sentl-
.ments, and votes from his endorsements of thelr programmes of repatriation.

Powell has becn the most farous loser 1n the -Conservative Party, refusing to
serve under Heath, being dencunced now by the newcomers in Conservative pol-
‘itics such as Winston Churdhill Jdnr. who have accepted the influence of the
hlack vote in their constituencies and are secking to organise it under Con-
servative Asian and West Ind’an leadership. | 1o gis 4

What's to be done about Powell? Various organisations within the race rela-
‘tions industry have called for his prosecution under the Race: Relations Act.
A Labour MP has construed his urds as provocation likely to a- breach of the
‘neace. The editorials in the press, following his speech, concluded that
Powell had put himself beyond the pale of respectable politics and debate

by seeking to stimulate antagonisms betwe<n blacks and whltes.

And yet, prosecutions under any Act will not stop Powell. Neither will denun-
ciations of his logic in the Guardian or criticisms of his vieuws in the Spac-
tator. Here is a man whose political power and Tuture depends on the white
working class reaction toc his call tc arms, against the black population.
He has described the potential of the black movement in terms which no pol-
ititian has dared to use. The defeat of Powell me-ns the defeat of the na-
tiglism that is still part of the exploitable cultural consclosness of sec-
tions of the white working class. That defeat cannot be brought about by any
tidenlogical! effort, by any 'rasing af consciousness! through leaflets and
resolutions. It can only be brought about when white workers recognise, as a
contribution to thier own strugales, the power, the method, the very mood of
blacks whao make a move on the strests of Nottinghill, in the Asian ghettoes
of London, on the shop floors of factories, in the industrial centres of Babylon.
RACE TODAY COLLECTIVE.




. MR. ENOCH POWELL M.P. - ON LOVING ONES NEIGHBOUR

In a Sunday “Anno domini Interview" the well known Christian Mr. Enoch Powell
gave his views on loving ones neighbour. The interview from which we print a
short extract below was prlnted in 'The Listener Februany lOth 1977. ‘ s 'k

e o e e WwoUuld 14 100 be trus to say that one of the assumptions it. mlght well
be worth making in our society is the assumption that our fellow citizens, of
b dlfferent colour, Loy axamplu, hav an.equal right, with us, to be here°

' But that was a legal assumption that you.mado,‘you introduced the expression
'right to be here!. A right to be here for a person, not a citizen of the

- United Kingdom and Golonigs by blrth is somethlng'whlch.ls created by law .
‘and can be destroyﬁd by law. ‘

My relatlonshlp towards a Prenchman because 'he is as I am"W1ll be the same as
‘my relationship towards an i&nglishman because 'he is as I am!', but our juridical
position ig different; and if you ask me ‘has a Frenchman the right to the fran-
chise in a general uluCtlon in England'? Then I shall.say' 'Hold on a minute
Itve got to look up the statute!. |

Let us suppose that my assumptions about a fellow human baing lead me to the
conclusion that he has no dasire to bs part of th: society in which he tem-
porarlly finds himself, and that, even if hs had, such is human nature that,
in given 01rcumstan03s, his presence here, through no desirzs of his own,'will
_ contribute to conflict. Now, that could be derived from an entirely respectful
and an entirely candid attempt to value and to understand another human bsing.
Indeed, very often I find myself in a tube train, sitting opposite to people
who manifestly come from the Far East and saying to myself: 'Now, there must be
‘g framework in which that man sees himself and his life and his future and his
children, a framework in which he sees good and cvil . . . . How remotely 1n—
aCC’SSlbl° that is to me, how romotely inaccessible mine must be to him!,  In
-3 sense, here it is the realisation of mutual incomprehension which is part of

loving one's neighbour gs ones's selfe o o o o

"A right to be here for a person not a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies

by blrth", is something which is created by law and can be destroyed by law. *

This is of coursc what Powell did in Practice.  When Tory Health Minister he
resoluteLy defended the right of people to work in the 'mother country'. Now
these same people wanted not so long ago as super-exploitable labour power have
become "surplus" to the capitalist economy, Mr. Powell thurbfore believes thelr
right to live in Britain "can be destroyed by law", As no doubt it could
without effective opposition from the working class who do not share Powell's
fetish for bourgeois laws cnacted in the interests of the capitalist class.
It is clear Powell secs no contradiction in the bourgeois idiology of Chrig-
tianity, and the philosophy of using "fellow human beings" and then discarding

them like a crushed egg shell. Neither should he -~ there is more.  He merely
updates the Christian doctrine which d981gnated black slaves as "sub-human'.

SOt S



Further on Powell's "assumptions" lzad him to cartain conclusions about his
fellow human being. "In given circumstances, his prescnce erg through-no
desire of his own, will contribute to conflict®. Presumably the "given
circumstances is Mr. iEnoch Powslls polite euphenism for the present cconomic
recession.

Powell is correct when he says it is no desirc of his follow human beirg
(Powells euphenism for black worker) to contribute to conflict. The
desire fo (racial) gonflict lias entirely with disgusting racialist dem~
ogogues such as Powell. By this inflammatory speeches he attempts to
incite reactionary racial prejudices inherent in the working class.
Racial prcjudices inbuilt into the class by bourgeois society itself.

By using black workers as a convenicnt scapsgoat Powell attempts to by
divert workers attention from the economic failings of capitalism. The
fact that he has been at least partly successful in the past is a warning
that must be taken seriously by the revolutionary left. s

Powell goes on to talk about his fellow human being from the Far East who
he surveys in the tube. This pergon in Powells vies must have a "frame- '
work". in which he sees "himself", his life, his future, and his childrons".
Powell finds this persons "framework" remotely inaccessible as the person =~
must do his. Leaving aside what Enoch Powell M.P. was doing slumming it
in a tube train, no doubt he would find any workers lifestyle "romotely
inaccessible".  Incapable of understanding clags differences. By doing
this Powell-hopss to make important sections of the working class become
tied to the bourgsoisie, rather than identifying and percieveing their
own class position, which is fundamentally and absolutely opposed to the
interests of capitalism. It must be the policy of the recvolutionary
left that he will not be allowed to succeed. i AR gy

Ted - .

CONCERNING POWELL

Anyone interested in Powell can read Paul Foots book "The Rise of Enoch
Powell". = A shorted critique of Powell is presented in the excellent
"Workers Fight" - Phoenix Pamphlet No. 3. "Racialism and the Working -
C.lass". As well as an open letter to Powell it contains an article of
the same name by Joe Wright an extract of which we print below. . . .

LGy RACIALISM AND THE WORKING CLASS

IT!S NO US& ARGUING WITH a hard-cores racialist. Mere words are of no
usc. They are sick people who need to focus their hate on snother group
of people. . | | | |

Let's look, though at some of the common, reasonable-seeming arguments of
many white workers. The Bosses! newspapers plug these ideas and arguments
about the social services, the 'overcrowding! island' etc. - with one thing
in mind: to divide the working class against itself, to drive in the ruling
class wedge of racialism.

They are arguments that must be taken up every day. How must militants
answer them culthe < v s




WHY IMMIGRATION AT ALL? WHY NOT EVERYONEZ TO HIS OWN COUNIRY? |

Well, "everyone to his own country" has hardly been part of the British phil-
osophy. Ifn Rhodesia, for oxamplz, tho British immigrants, unlike the harrassed
and oxplolited immigrant population of this country, form a minority which ex~
ploits and dominates the rest of the population. |

The movement of workers from the poorer countrics to the richer countries is an
cssential part of capitalism. Intergral to capitalism is the existence of ;
'free labour' - workers moving from the countryside and small towns into the -

big city employment centres. = e g T e e L

As capitalism became a world wide system, so did;'free-labpur',.and'today7there.
18 hardly a capitalist country in the world which docs not have an immigrant
population. ’ o ' g e B

But the big increase in post war immigration came as the deliberate result = R
govermment policy. There was a labour shortage in many basic industies after
the war and this became acute in the carly fiftics. The government mounted
lavish recruitment campaigns in Africa, India, Pakistan and the Wost Indies. °

Indeed, such people as Duncan Sandys, who now call for repatriation toured
Uganda and Kenya, .appcaling to the African Asians that they should take i
British passports and come to Britain.  Potential immigrants were promised
a fuller life in the British 'motherland' and many took up the offer.

HAS'NT IMMIGRATION CAUSLD UN:MPLOYMENT _ o ot Sl
In 1966 the average monthly unemployment figure was:360,000; by 1970 the = -

average had risen to 603,000 and as we well know by the end of 1971 it was'
running near the million mark.

What had happened to immigration during that period? The answer is that
taking into account ALL immigration 415,000 more people had left the country.. .
than had entered. How is it possibls to say that immigration causes =" =
unemployment? |

THAT MAY B& S50, BUT TH&E FACT STILL RiEMAINS THAT THERE. ARE 1 MILLION BLACK ...
PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY AND NiEAR &NCUGH 1 MILLION UNEMPLOYED HOW DO YOU i
ZXPLATIN THAT? - S e A

But you might as well say that thsre are ore million people with ginger hair,
and frecklss, and that it's they who are causing unemployment.

In the 1930's there Were;BamilliOn'unempIQYed---ﬁho w0uld you say was res—
ponsible then? | f | AR

Unemployment is part and parcel of capitalism; with every slump in the economy,
unemployment rockets. It is sheer lunacy to think that unemployment can be
solved by a campaign against black peoplc, since this would disrupt the working
class unity which is Sssential to fighting unemployment. We must demand the
right to work as-a right for the wholec working class and in PARTICULAR for . '
black workers who are, more often than not, the first to bs made rodundsnt.




WHAT ABOUT SOCIAL SERVIC&ZS?  VE'RE TOLD THAT BLACK PEOPLE ARE A STRAIN ON
OUR SOCIAL SERVICES? -'

Why do you talk about 'our'! social services? It's not tours! - we don't
control it do we? | |

But theiWOrking class as a whole PAYS for social'security. And black workers

Pay MOR:Z for social sacurity, beczuse they often come to this country already
trained, bscause thoy come when they are young and thus a higher percentage

are employed (and there ars, for a whole period, very few pensioners).

Bearing in ‘mind the hlgher proportion paying contributions (and creating
wealth genorally) look at the figurss for what!s spent s

Average for total pop: '- 3 £62./
Average for immigrants i 7 L4877

(Flgures, for 1966, from Colour & Immigration in the UK. Instltute of Race
Relations, 1969)

Thus black immigrants, proportionately, pay more AND take less from social
security than whites. If there were no immigrants, the social services
would be WORSE. |

These figurces amount to a scandalous cheating of the immigrant population.

A1l workers are cheated by the state.. Of the wealth which the working class
Croated (bosscs and machines by themselves. produce hothing) and is taken by
the statc, only a part coms® back through social scrvices. A whole lot more
is actually spent on purposes directed agalnst the working olass, like the
police and the army.

But these figures show without a doubt that black workers arc aspecially
cheated. Gy

WE'R3 ALSO TOLD THAT BLACK PEOPLZ CAUSE TH& HOUSING PROBLEM

How many black building workers have you seen? Quite a few? And how many
black property speculators are there? Probably not one. Who caused the
rise in prices? The building worksrs or the spsculators and land owners?
and how maxy of thoss black workers that you see bulldlng modern houses are
going to live in them? Not very many.

Most hlack pbOplu are forced by low wages and discrimination to live in the
0ld slum arcas of tha city centres. Again, they are the worst hit victims
of the housing orisis.

The sort of logic which blames black poopl for bad housing and umemployment
also blames thoe working class for rising prices. Most trade unionists know
full well how to answer that argumemt. They would vigorously reply that it
is the government and the barons of capitalism who cause rising prices.

Isn!'t the answer to the racialist lie that black people cause uncmployment
and bad housing SXACTLY THZ SAM&? Joc Wright.
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' THE IEFT AND THE NATION.L FRONT

M"Only one ‘thing coulsd haﬁe stopped ocur movement - if ocur adversaries hai unier-
. stood its principle ani from the first day had smashed with the utmost brutality
~ the nucleus of our new movement," - Hitler . | | |

Counter-jemos, Pickets S Ee S a e |
How has the left shapel up tn the Naticnal Front?  The answer 1s, usually, in the most
abject fashion imaginable. For instance . . . whenever the NF has held a 1emonstration
cr a rally the left oppositicn consists, for startsrs, howls of protest to the approp-
riate local government authorities, "Don't let the fascists use the Tewn Hall', Then,
after thsir protestaticns have been rejscted, they stazse ths predictable counter-iemon-
stration picket, which occasionally ends with a- bustpup invelving the pelice (who
protect the fascists with such Jstermination that, so-far, there has been no major clash
on the streets between left ani fight). Ls a sideline, adventurist elements such as
Internaticnal Socialists might furtively depart from the main march and in a vain
attempt to enhamce their "Street-fighting" image try to tackle the NF by themselves,
which results in a nymberinf arrests andg injuries with as dlsqus the unfortunate ;)
"breakaways" coming off far worse thah the: NF, Meanwhilé as another sideline, tiny cl
cliques of screaming Maoists attack police lines Kamikaze style, and this time they
and everyone unlicky encugh to be in the immediate vieinity end up getting their heads
kicked in by zealous cops. Every shade of leftism is represented during these meni-
festations, the smaller groups in order to increase their tiny stature ddopting violent

phrasehlogy,Which.they are incapable of fulfilling with acticns,

The platferm is always bontrolled by an ad-hoc comnittee, with usually the CP in, con- -
trol behind the scenes, The CP dnesn't mde the platform for advocating the use of .
violence:dgainst the NFj sometimes, in fact, in crdsr to convey thHe impressicn that =~ -
they are just as respectable as the Labour Party, they even go so far ag'to say that .=
anybody using the platform to propagate the use of vinlence 2gainst the NF will be
slung off, *(&s at Hyde Park, wh=re the. 1eft successfyglly occupisi Speaksrs Corner

to prevent the NF from marching there,)

Tackling the Front on‘the street (4 5 b |

The left, in challenging the NF cn the strsets, has for the most part fallen flat on

its face, although by the images projected in their papers you would think that every
time the NF venturel into the streets they were defeated decisively by a mass turn-cut
of the working-class left, Unfortunately, or fortunately perhaps, each time the left

attempts teo reacn the NF they are prevented by the police, ~The truth of the matter is
that the left is unable to make a real physica] impressiocn’on the police or fasgecists.

What happens sometimes is that we have tae spectacle of prlice beating the shit ocut of

B

the lefties, while the NF locks on frem a safe distance, sniggering or cheering,
depending on how vigourously the cops are laying in, &1l that's achieved in these .
struggles is hunireds of arrests ani injuries, ani at Red Licn Square (an example of
what I'm thinking of) am anti-fascist was kiilled by the prlice, I think that this
because the left is unable tr~ devise tactics ani stratégy te suit the situatioen,

Propaganda | 5 2 Tl

Fropaganda lirzcted against the NF hag taken on the appearance of a small industry, ,
- With even the most obscure left groups churning out a mass of pamphlets, Despite the

tremendous amount, all these pamphlets ani articles are of a low calibre, They all, = - "

for instance, lay stress ecn the criminality ofsthe leadsrs of the NF, ' We are treated

te the ‘same nli photagraphs of Tyndale: in his nazi uniform; They nsver go much further

never cttempt to analyse why the working class never turns out en masse to smash the

Front, or ev-n why large numbers of working-class perple subseribe to Front-type ideas.

They are at pains te print out that NF leaders strutted in nazi uniform, embellished

with swabtikas, but who has any use for that emblen now? ‘Teday the British fascists

paraie arouni using the ‘Unirn Jack, anl it's "unpatrictic" to insult the flag, ian't

it? (This is the view of thHe OP more than cther left groups.) In a book written

by a CP hack, Tony Gilbert, called "Only Ons Died", which deals with ths government

inquiry into the Red Licn Square rints, tha auther in giving evidence claimed that the

NF placing the Unirn Jack on lzaflets was a "Misuse" of the fiag, But thisg isn't isclated -

witness th=s revelting bahavicur, the chauvisnism, of mest of the groups invelved in the

latest anti-fascist movemsnt, Juring the BEC referendum, Mest of these groups regari
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the imperialist blenibath known as World War Twe as - anti-fasciste Hoy pany times
have we been subjected to speechss containing such gems as "Free speech for fascist8?
That was 1scided ~n the streets of Stalingrai . . . or Berlin" ad nauseum at anti-
fascist events? Tco many times, I think. | * e ) AL

With the growth of fascism in tne country {and indesd, werlwidé), with the struggle
agalnst it, a magazine exlusively anti-fascist has smerged, "Ssarchlight". The contents
ire detailed and informative (ani I recommeni it for this) but on the other hand its
tene 1s legalistic, "patriotic", trade-union oriented., For examples;. there-are “open -
letters to Roy Jenkins requensting him te ban the NF, ani articles urging the government
te- create stronger laws against racism '~ lays.which, as we knew, end up being used
against the anti-fascists, like the 1936 Public Orfer ict. Writers for Searchlight
range from IS hacks to right wing Labour MPs, « - St U TAG Lo

Left and hnti-fascist Tactics i ; Ry i R L e |
One of the many weaknesses of the left has been shown by their misuni=rstanding og the
use of force: 1t's all right for the trets ta. don their bovver boots anl chase a few
fascists arouni the back streets (a task which thgy fin® heavy going at times)., But =
what happens when the agro reaches proporticns of ancther dimension? They are, I'm -
afraid, left high oni iry. In London's Camden High Street the lefties held a meeting
to discuss tactics for oppesing a Front march. i.s the lelegates arrived they were men-
aced by NF heavies whe told ther they would be back later. They were, firing a shot-
gun Chicago style from a car and shattering the window of the building., The reacticn
of the lefties inside? They called the police, ind then? Why, they are surprised by
the lack of interest shown by the police! .41l these lsft groups knew where the NF head-
quarters were at that time (50 Pawsens Ri, Croyion) but thay remained un=attacked. |
osuch is the respect the Ieft has fer cenventicnal mebhods. couple of weeks after thds
event, the IMG instruct their members to tumn up at the Hyle Park rally wearing crash .
helmets, but even this minimal effort is rendered useless when a police snatch squad

pluck an unfortunate fro m the centre of the IMG d=fensive cirele ani arrest 5 G e
Lifter the rally has finishe] the IMGers put their helmets inte plastic bags ani sneak
away ‘in’the most nervous fashion, Worse still, when the NF held therir vile "march
against (blaCk) tmggers""in London's East End last summer, the onpesing anti-faseist
march, cutnumbering the NF by more than 4 to 1, formed up rnly five minutes from the
fascists' 1pparture pecint., Yet when the anti-fascists marched off in the opposite .
direction even Searchlight commented, "The crunter-iemrnstration-was-attented by nearly -
five thousani people ., . . but this rally had failed to grasp the fact that it was in .
thelr power to have halted the fascist provocaticn, by ‘just non-violently standing ih

its path-before it got under way. Whilst st Searchlight we are against violence ani

see no point in fighting with the police, we must respect the handful of youngsters

who stood in the path of the march only to be batonsd by the police."

But more- recently, April 24th to be precisz, things shewed a turn for the bettes, 'ag =~
at Bradford where counter-Jemonstratema: faced 1000 Front marchers, The NF were protected
by large numbers of police (as usuél);ﬂtheylprovnkei the.violence by damaging iLsian-
ownel shops while polics stedd by ani 1id nething. The anti-fascist, though, showed

they could fight with some success: bricks bottlies and beer cans were hurled at the Fonr.
Barricades were dr-gged across the streset in an attempt to hals the fascists, &hd when
the policesattacked the anti-fascists, they too were showered with stones and bottles, :
police vans were overturned, ani attempts were made to set them on fire, numbers of police
~were badly injured incluling numbers ~f the mounted polics, The number arrested was 30,
Contrast this with =vents in Lenien the same day, when 200 marchers mostly from the e
Nazi "British Movement", were challenged by abcut 500 anti-fascists. There was a battle -
in Trafalgar Square between the anti-fascists and the police - mostly members of the
Special Patrol'GrQup,'Wholbrutally bzat up the cutnumbered anti-fascists, injuring many
while police casualties were virtually nil, I think we have thing to learn from both
events on the 24th, | | | |

Fageist tactics

Front tactics are more brutal than the left'ssandnymous attacks in back streets cn mili-
tants and immigrants, ani even worse, Ipouring paraffin into dimmigrant werkers letter-
boxes and sstting light to it: the list is endless, Then, on ancther level, attacking -
the small beroksheps and headquarters of sectarian l=ft-wing groups (liks Macists) b
cwing to the distance and size of these 'groups, few, if any, reprisals need be expected,
Pacifists and liberals make excellent targets - they don't hit back., When all these
attacks are ccmbined, the fascists gain a formidable reputation, The NF are also




becoming mere daring in that they attack left-wing demonstrations such as the Troops

Out Movement demecnstration which was fairly successfully attacked by the NF on 21st Feb.
at Sheperds Bush Green, There is =vidence that seme ultra-rightists, members of the

NF included, are training in frrests with meabers of the Territorial Lrmy - and that
luring these mancevrss they are armed. On ancther level the Front pick up most of their
members by running in elections; during the last General Election they picked up 113,000
votes, (mostly in working class areas)., The Frent claim that next election they will

field over 300 candidates,

A8 1t worth it?
Is it? Well, for groups like Internaticnal Sccialists it provides a fine chance for

recruitment, as a readling of "Socialist Worker" g couple of yezrs age would prove, For
example, it gave coverage teo small leecal demonstrations against the Front.; after the
demenstration the IS wruld hold a small meeting where "six young workers" or "five
asians" then jeined IS, 4t Leicester the IS even erected a platform after the large
march (with its star speakers) %o advertise a meeting that they were holding in the
evening - a straightfrrward recruiting effort, But, as for fighting them? After all
the NF are not supported by the capilast class who prefer the Labeur and Conservative
parties to run the State ani lrok after their interests. To receive support frop even
the most reacticnary capitalist elzments the NF must prove themsslves a competent
labour-pashing, strike breaking militia, ani this se far they have failed todo, although
some maverick characters, ex-Military, Striling ani Walker, have attempted to form
privat azmies to use against the working class. The Front have been successful in their
infiltraticn of anti-werking-class crganisations such as the National Federation of the
Self-Employed, rotepayers groups, ahd in some areas are gaining a dangesrocus footholAd

in tenants groups ani trade union branches, (Searchlight is well aware of this).
Liberals ani Pacifists say "Leave them alone" "Fighting them is a prevention of free
speech" or "If you fight them you are just as bal as them" - head-in-th-sand attitudes
which provide a fine argument to 4o fuck-all., On the other hand real revolutionaries
2rgue that capitalism ani the state are the main enemies; true, but the NF are dangerous
for the working class in a way that the "legitimate" representatives of capitalism

dare not be, It is important to tackle them without n=gating the class struggles

after all the class struggls is the best way te tackle the NF. Small groups of revol-
uticnaries who because of lack of resrurces cor pressing commitments elsewhere don't
attack them directly shruld maks it clear that if they are "bothered" by fascists they
will pay them back in an uncenventicnal mannher,

Ways to fight the Fascists

For anti-fascists cut on the streets this 1s & questiern of tactics. I'm not against
fighting the fascists in the streets, as you can guess I'm all for ity the trouble is
that its totally predictable how they are challenged. Whenever the fascists have s
march or meeting, Hey presto! a counter demo or picket. What shculd be done is say to
cccupy the hall that they fascists are going to uses, bzfrre they twrn up, or if they
have a meeting make it 4ifficult for them to get cut. When fighting the pnlice the
anti-fascists bBhruld (if there are encugh of them, ani if they are angry enough) follow
the wonderful example of the pecpls of Bradford, When the Front marcn, instead of form-
ing up miles away froa them, the anti-fascists whould assemble at the same pcint the
fascists are due to march from, thereby ensuring that they find it impossible to assemble,
let alecne march,
When the NF held its "march against muggers" a small group of anti-fascists (400)
broke from the main anti-fascist march and ran off to meet the fascists., is the fascists
were well protected by the police, ani there were 1000 frenters anyway, the anti-fascists
’ marched nn the sides of the march on the pavements, heckiling the fascists and threatening
them. Because of this nco-one Joined the Front's march - because of the constant barrage
and because we informed people about what the NF were all about: People 4id however
Join the anti-fascists (and we hal a lot of fun ani talked teo lots of local peolpe,
There were about 6 arrests at the end of the march, at Hemten,
11 other things apart, the cnly thing that will eventually smash the Frent is the
very thing that will smash capitalism - a mass revolutionayy working-class movement,
Revolutirnaries must work to build this - the mest important task of all. 4n inkling
of Mass actiecn was shown at Leicester, where the Front haeld a march in support of the
"white workers at Imperial Typewriters"., Only abeut 700 morcns turned up to march with
the Front, Meanwhile in an~ther part of the city mors than 5000 psople, incluling manny
Lglan workers and whole families, hoined the march., It was a great occasirn because
the whele immigrant werking-class community was invelved in the strike that led up to
the marches, Eventually the cnly thing that will wweep the fascists off the streets

18 mass mass werking class action,
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The Question of Fascism and Racism in Britain: the nerd for a revolutionary
Strateﬂc*

It is not surprising that the NF and other far right formations have
achieved prominence during the recebt period. British capit=lism faces
~erious problems internationally and at home. The downturn in the worlad
économy and the sharpening of Imperialist competition has taken its toll on
the British economy....Racism has become the staple political iscue of the
right. The House of Lords decision in October I974 to the effect that a
colour bar that prevents blacks from joining a Working Mens Club in Preston
is not illegal under the Race Realtions Act, actually institutionalises racial
discrimination. The recent spate of racist actions, most clearly illustrated
by the response of wvhite workers at Imperial Typewriters, highlights the
scope of the problen.

The question of fascism and how to deal with it has become a political issue
among revolutionaries in Britain recently. Unfortuanately, this issue has
been discussed empirically in reaction to Red Lion Square, the debate over
'free speech! and the activities of the National Front. Given the confused
and emotidnal ascessment of fascicrm in Britain today by most of the left
groups, it is necessary to attemot a clear anaysis of this problem and to
evaluate the icssue from the point of view of revoluti-nary theory.

"hat is Fascism? ,

For many people, faccism represents a dangerous social rovement which is
associated with memories of Hitler and Musrolini. Fascism is seen as a kind
of disease, a force that is separate and unrelated to democracy. This vievw
often argues for a strugsle of a democratic bloc against fascism - for
example in Chile the CP is attempting to reintroduce democracy by the form-
-ation of an anti-fascicst bloc. The notion that all classes have a comon
interest in fighting fascism is a political conclusion drawn from seeing
fascism as merely an anti-democratic and pathological deviation from the
bourgeois norm, a conclusion superficially supported by the Allies stuggle
against Nazism. But fascism is not some type of disease that su:denly attacks
the body politic of bourgeois society. The development of fascism in Italy,
Germany, and Spain...was the outcome of a specific type of economic and
political relation between classes in capitalism facing crisis,

Fascism is the political expression of the inability of the bourgeoisie te
resolve its crisis through the'normal channels'!,The impossibility if contin-
ued capitalist accumulation given the general conditions in the world econeomy
and the balance of cl»ss forces internally, provide the starting point for the

fascist option, The general historical role of fascism is to transform the
exleting conditions »f production by re-ectablishing profitable production.
In order to bring ~bout the centralisation and concentration of canrital and
increase the productivity of labour, fa:cism must destriéy the organisations
of the working clas= which, through their activity stand in the vay of the
restructuring of capital.

Under peaceful conditions bourgeois democracy is the best instriment for
reconciling the contradictions generated by capitalism and :ior maintaining
the interests of the capitalist ERdxxx clascs..But the develorment of an
economic and politicr]l crisic distirbs the stable social enuilibrium on
which the rule of the bourgeoisie rests.Vorking class militancy and the
untest of the petit bourgeoisie who increasingly lose faith in bourgeois

* This article ic an abridged version of one that appeared in the Discussion
Bulletin, 3, Avoril I975,written by Frank Richards. Like all articles
published in the Discus«ion Bulletins it represents the views of the
author and is not necescarily a position of the Revolutionary Comxnunist
Group - John Kelly.,




democracy, lead to the paralysis.of Parliament. The -harp class differences
can o0 nly be resolved outside the institutions of bourgrois democracy. In
order to re-establish a new form of political regime, the ruling class relies
upen the mass movement of the angry petit bourgeoisie. A pre-requisite for the
development of a mass movement of the petit bourgeoisie is a collapse of
confidence in their trsditional leaders and parties.

The dissatisfied and #x%x disillusioned petit bourgeoisie provides the mass
basis for the fascist movement. But fascism as a macss force can only grow
and evelop when the conflict between the bourgoisie and the proletariat has
reached an impas e, nd where the proletariat, owing to the capitulation of
its reformist leadership (and the absence of a revolutionary party) is
unable to go forward to seizing power. If the leadercship of the working class
is ubable to s olve the crisis of capitalism in the interests of the
proletariat, the demorlisatio of the working clasc offers the fascist
movement new openings. The acceleration of fascist activity during the period
. ofimpas-e between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat increaskngly tips the
balance of clas forces in favoiar of the bourgeokdie. Thus a revolutionary
situation is squandcred by the reformist leadership, the proletariat is
defeated and the bourgeoisie opts for a fascist dictatorship. The potemtlal
danger of fascism today is a direct result of the inability of the reformist
leadership to take the working class forward as the <crisis deepens,

The Question of Fascism in Britain

Despite the decpening of the crisis of British capitalism it is clear that we
have not yet reached a stage where the conflict between the bourgoisie and the
proletariat has led to an impasse, nor has there been a collpase of gonfidence
of the petit bourgoisie in the tracditional boirgois democratic institutions .
The struggles of the work ng clas have a' logal and sectional character

and the reformist leadership has hegemony over mos§ of the British prolwtariat.
The relative success of the'social contract! demonstrates the viability of

the bourgeois strategy of class collaboration, nt least for some time to come.

e should not however be complacent 2b out the pos<ible threat posed by the
forces of the far right., The post-war boom has ended and sections of the petit
bourgeoisie, white-collar employees, small businessmen and small capitelists
have begun to feel the pinch of the downturn ih the British economy. InflatLOF
has given new life to a number of fascist organisations vhich have existed -
continually over the past thirty yecars. The mosy important of these groups ,
the National Front (NF) has come into prominence as a result of their
electoral and other activities,

The NF has recently supplementedits electoral image with a growing number of
demonstrations and physical assaults on members of left organisations and
pickets. The areas of race hatred and nationalism, the bread and butter of
NF politics, have rccentRy becn complemented by active support for the cause
of Orangism and the SPUC anti-abortion demonstration., In July 1974 the NF
opened its first office in the North of Ireland.

The NF “‘oes have a base od support, although this base is far from having a
mases character. During the general election of February I974 in which the NF
fielded 54 candidates, they obtained 75,870 vodtes. This toatl vote for the NF
represented zn average of 1405 votes per csndidtae and 2.3% of the average
share of the vote.In 6 seats (all Labour held) the NF obteined more than 4%

of the vote. In the October 1974 election the NF ran 90 candidates and
increased its total to II12,0000 votes - but its aversge share of the vote

was =zbout the same as in February, 1,700 votes per candid=te. The electoral
rerformance of the NF demonstrates the potential ‘hreat thet this organisation
may pose for the wcrking clas s in the fhture,

R-cism and Reformism

Rocicm and c auvinicm have come to have srong roots within Fhe Britisn
working class. During the height of the post-war boom, the issue war not



given -the prominehce-th~t it receives today. A certain degree of racial
conflict existed,...but with the end of the boom racism ha< become an
increasing y important force in Britain. Nuite cle~rrly, racism is not
incompatible with the overall reformist perspective of the Labour Party and
the Trade Union movement.

The logic of reformism is based on the appearances of society as it is.
Reformisyts within the labour movement have as their aim the redistributtion
oftnational ~ealth'. Trade unions aytempt to get a bigger share of the
"natioal cake' for the working clasc. However when the natiocanl cake stops
growing the working class is the farst section of society that pays for th e
problems of capitalist production. In ruch periods the competition for the
working clacss slice of the cake ( jobs, housing, social cservices etc,)
becomes intense. Since reformism accepts the nation and capitalist relations
as natural, it is not capitalist production that is blamed for the
deterioration in the standard of 1 iving of the work ng class. Reformists
seek to explain the criis facing the workers by pointing the finger at
speculators, individual cases of mis-man~gement etc.However, this explanation
of crisis provides no alternative to the fascist explanation, as this letter
written by an NF member makes clear,

*A manual worker myself, I am all in favour of proposaks whieh make
life easier for the working class., But if the Labour Party is serious
about its aims for improving the lot of those whose who face daily
drudgery....why do they continue to repudiate those ares where public
ownership is really needed?....Public ownership of industry and
services cannot give real control unless the financial system is in
public hands.....(Bristol Fvening Post,5.8.74)

This letter could have been written by a radicel reformist. Depicting the’
problem af capitalism as one of circulation,i.e. financial greed,rather than
as one of production, both fascist and re‘ormiet pit forward explanations that
are ctrikingly similar. The fascist will then go on to clinche tthe argument
by pointing the finger at Jews, the Trish, or today the blackd. As the
working wlass finds it-elf competinfg for jobs, ' foreigners'will become
obvious scapegoats. The reformist perspective ba-ed on a 'Great Britzir' and
an acceptance of capidalist relations of production is uba ble to

effectively counter racist arguments. |

The material basis of racist ideology lies within capitalist production itrself.
In c-pita;ist society the contractual relationship between la bour and carital
appears to be free and equal. The worker gets a 'fair days wage' for his work,
Wage-labour masks the fact that the wvorker pr:duces more value than he receive:x
in the form of a wage and th:t workers h:ve .0 choice but to seg¢l their
labourpower.The unequ-l relation betwecn classes and groups caused by capitali:]
re lati ns of productior dbes not aprear on the csurfaece as the outconme of

c»pi alist production itrelf.Fqualityband freedom are the slogans of the
bourgebisie; free wage labour and money exchange would seem to suggest the?
capitalist production generates equality instead of inequality. So,

according to the bourgeoisie, ineauality, where it exists, is not a function

of capitalist social relations for there is equality of opportunity, but is

due to natural differences between individuals. Unequal talent rather than
uneyurl opportunities are the cruse of inequality in the !'free’ capitalist
society.In the early nineteenth cehtury it was argued that the reason vhy the
vorking cls2ss was poor and 1lived under the most appalling conditions was

their natural laziness, their proclivity té drink etc.

Pacism above al’ sees various races as being naturadly unequal. The poverty of
Africa and Asia is seen not as aresult of imperialism, for aprarent equal
political @nd economic relations hide the manner in which the Vest

dorinates the Third Uorld, but is explained, rather, as the result of the
indolence of the natives. The bourgeois notion that ineruality id due to
natural czuses thus provides fertile terrain for racism.



Racism and reformiem are perfectly consictent with each other., The anti-
Irish sentiments expressed during the recent Scottish strike wave
demonstrate that militant trade unionism does not mean the absence of
chauvinism. The response of certain sections of the working class in the
midlands to the Birmingham bombings shows the scope of the pooblem posed by
chauvinism.In one case, the National Union of Hosiery and Knitwear "orkers
supported white strikers against the promotion of blacks at Mahsfield
Hosiery.At Newly foundry, West Bromwich, an AUEW official allowed

different rates to be paid for blacks doing the same job as whites., As long
as theses chauvinist traditions r main in the labour movement, the growth
of fascism under the crisis conditions remains a possibility.

The Struggle Against Fascism in Britain

Fascism is objectively speaking not an important threat to the working
class today., But the domination of reformist ideas over the working class
opens the door to fascism in the event odf a revere social criwsis. The
struggle against fascism must have a two-fold character;the fight against
reformist ideology, vhieh in this case means taking up concretely those
areas where fascism gvan breed, that i1s racism and chauvinism.And secondly
by taking up concrete struggles around issues which confront the working class
and to which fascists address themselves, The first secks to introduce an
inyernationalist stanspoint within the working class, the second attempts
to counterpose a revolutionary stategy to the reformist and fascist
solutions on particular iscsues, In practice the tvo level: of struggle
~are closely linked,

The fight for Internationalism

It is not an exaggeration to*say that the Irish question is one of the main
issues facing socialists, The close relationship between the far right and
Orangism demonstrates the rescervoir out of vhich chauvinist ideology flovws.
The building of a movement in support of the selfdetermination of the
Irish people and the i mmediate withdrawal of British troops from Ireland,
represents the central thrust of an independent class policy =gainst the far
right today. The formation of a movemnet in opposition to the racist
immigration law=s is a necessary corollary to sn internationalist 4
perspective of undermining the basis for future fascist activity,

The Political fight against the British Fascists

The National Front responds to the issues thot develop and rreoccupy people:
they put forwsrd their -olutions to the major politicrl questions. Through
articles on the EF€, inflation,unemployment, trades unions, housing, women
and raclism, the fascists attempt to show the relcvance of their ideas,
These ideas have to be fought against politically. The left has odten tried
to fight the National Front by labellinf this organisation as fascist;
indeed, rather than confronting the NF politicelly many of the left appeal
to anti-fascist sentiments dating back to the thirties. This can be a
dangerous course to pursue., The 1link betocen the National Fronf and Hitler
is politiacadly irrelevant today., What is irportant is to fight the NF in
relation to tod-ys crisis.,

In places like Leicester the growth of the NF is due not to a sud n
infatuvation with Hitler on the part of the vhite population. The strenght
of racism and the influence of the NF in lLeicester is due to the reflection
the crisis has on jobs, housing, social services etc.The anti-fascist
struggle in lLeicester can ~ucceed only if revolutionaries wage a seious

campaign on issues such as !ousing and counterpose a real, independent class
alternative to fascist demagogy.

Tod:y there is a widely held view that fzr-cism can only be defeated
through ;hysical confrontation., 'Sm:sh the Fascists! become the key
slogan of this aprroach - an orientation wvhich offers no -olitical



alternative to the frscists. The name '€able Street' 1is evoked ad naurceam
to demonstrate the triath of this theses.Politically this oriensétion 1is
wrong and factually there was mpch more to Cable Stmeet then =mashing the
fascists. The CP in the East Fnd (despite their political weaknesses)
recognised the need to fight fascism on tts own ground. Piratin,a CP
activist from Stepney recalled:

'T remember well the constant discussion in the Stepney branch
committee of the Labour Party. There were those who said..."Bash
the fascists whereever you see them".Others amo:g us asked
ourselves - How was Mosley able to recruit Stepney workers?'

(P.Piratin Oum Flag Stays Red. London,I948,pp.I17-18)

Mosley and the fascists were able to reruit fas workers from the East End by
taking up the questions of housing and unemployment, The CP took up these
questions #nd organised'effective Yenants Associations and unemployed
committees.By intervening in these issues and demonstrating in practice who
vas responsible for the conditions of the workers in the East End, the CP
was able to erode the working class base of Mosley. This is the central
lesson of the anti-fascist stru:gle in the East End.

The success of the CP in using the questions of housing and unemploymnet
against the fascists should not blind us to a fundamental flaw of the
ctalinist strattegy - the sbsence of internationalism. By taking up the
fascist concretely the CP made short term gaims, but without fighting for
proletarian internationalism these gains could only be ephemeral,

The British left has been incapable of seeing the threat of fascism in any
sense other than an organisational ome. Despite the various one-sided
approaches to this question, all the groups on the left have one common
denominator: an inability to grasp the need to fight reformism as gart of

an anti-fascist strategy- in other vords a failure to understand reformism
and chauvinism. The political is-ues on which the KF is mobilsing are not
taken up diectly against the NF.The NF 1s approached organisationally rather
than politically and the assessment of the NF is abstracted from its concrete
character within the conflict between classes and the pollticsl xXBXNEXZEN
prohlems to which the fascists address themselves,

The IS approach the fight against farcism organisationally and moralistically.
The struggle against the NF has to be waged against the organisation as

such, not in yerms of winning the worming class away from chauvinism,., This
oreintation is based on the abstractinn of the NF from livinfg forces and X=
reducing the role of this group tp that of the shock troops of the
bourgeoisie. IS argues that 'Fescists only vaderstand violemce',This may be
true, but revolutionaries have as their aim the destruction of eny potential
political base for fascism. IS turnr the issue upside down. They urge, 'never
mind the fact that ke in certain situations the fascists will grow in any
case given the hegemony of the reformisgs -~ lets make life dif icult for them

now',

'If we can deny them the usc of the streets then the Front

becomes a much less exciting group to join. If joining the
National Front means not exciting para-miltary parades and

jntimidation of black people and trade unionists - but instead
rotten eggs and broken bomes - then crurport will be lost' |
(The N:-tional Front;the new Nazis. Socialist worker Pamphlet,p.IO)

cupport for the NF is beczuse of their'exciting para-military parades' and
not their politic 1 approach according to IS, This is the ~ictaken view of
seeing fasciem in purely organicational terms.Since the feature of the NF
is its'determination' to win, the way teé fight them is by kakixg being
tough er than the faccists.

'It is not the ideas of the N tional Frong whieh attracts mosk




~suprorters - it is the feeling that they are going to get something
done. The key for the left is to chow ourselves even more determined
than the fascists.' (ibid.p.10)

It is not secn as a question of ideology or politiczl strategy, just of being
better militantes than the NF. The dangers of theés position are all too

¢vident., IS emphasises fascism as a cancerous growth rather than thinking :bout
the conditing thLat gave rise to fiscism. In prnctice, the fight against

fescism is reduced to a series of physical assaults,

The IMGe orientatio>n on this nuestion is to call for oprosition(or mobilication)
2gainst fascism.Their argument is that the left cannot wait until fascism
becomes a major threat end ve must fight them here 'nd now.Thus the IMG
substitutes mobilisation against a fascism zbstracted from the concrete poli-
tical issues for a serious attempt to win the working class away from reformism
and to commit it to an anti-racist and anti-imperialist position.0f course thes
say it must be combatted politically, but in terms of their actmal aprroach
polig$ics falls by the wayside,

' To emphasise this (physically ~ttacking the NF - JK)at the
expense of the political and ideological stuggle would be
suicidal, Nevertheless it is necessary to give specigl emphasis
to the'military'side of things when dealing with fascism, because
it is in this side of the coin that the g eatest political
weaknesces, even of the far left, are to be found.'
(Fascism, "mash 'it Now! The case for no platform. IMG Pamphlet p.I3)

By laying srecial emphasis on the 'military' side of things the IMG falls-
into a position which they themselves have characterised as 'suicid-1'.For the
IMG what is svecial 2bout fascism is its violent nature, therefore the need
for a physical response. :

'We¢ have pointed out thmat thereis 1littke int he programme of the
fascists whieh ie uni ue. Yhatiis es ential(sic) to a fascist
movement is its capacity to carry out violence, #2nd to do this
from the very eerliest d'ys of its developmeny.(ibid.p.I3)

This is an abstract notion of fascism which draws an apolitical cenclusion
from a dangerous political phenomenon,

Hence the IMG,like IS, believes that the fascist threat can be destroyed by a
type of psychological chock treatment. To be fair to the IMG, in their

latest pamrhlet, 'Frscism and how to Smash It' the military side of things
has a less important place in the argument. No doubt the debacle at Red Lion
Square hsd some influence on this <hift in emphasis, but nevertheless the
'bully-boy' vercsion of fascism still lies at tihe core of their argument,

'Without being able o march through the streets - and esp cially to
conduct act- of public intimidation by marching through black areas -
the Front will not be -ble to act asa pole of ~tirackion. *{ibid.p.9)

Why dose the IMG manifest cuch vali-nt fighting spirit ageinst the NIF? The
clue to the IMGs orientation lies in the following pras-age.

'The workers' movement hatcs fascism, and rightly =so. The Front
does not prerent itcelf as a fascist party, but culxtivates its
'respectability' by rosing as a 'workers ' organication' through
taking ur roli$icesl iscues on which workers often quite
cpontaneously take reactionary rositions. By exp si g the Front
for what it ls - a fascist organisstion -4t 3s pos-ihle Lo

lead the workerr movem ent to quertio= any of its own backward
traditione by showing how dangerously exrosed it actmally is to
fascist infi tration.'(ibid.p.I11)

"hat the INMG is o:ving here is th-t m:ny people hate Nazi Germany etc and
thot if only we can draw the 1ihk between the brown shirts and the RF then
we vuld build a bigger moverent, Rath«r than thking up todays' iscsues, the -

IMG wante to take the vorking cl=ss on a sentimentaljourney to the days of




Dunkirk. And in fact, the IMG, like IS cspend their time exposing the NF as
fascists in the hope of striking a positive chord.

The IMG argues that fascists 'aim...to strenghthen the state' and 'provide

one of the cu‘ting edges for the acceptence of stréng state methods by the .

- masses'.The simplistic notion of the NF as the bully boys of the bourgeoisie
leads to the view that the cent:al threat of faacism comes from their role as
the <chock troops of the state.The IMGs failureto analyse the material basis
of reformism and other forms of bourgeois ideas leads them to 2 crude and
mecanistic version of the class strulgle. Today, the danger that faces the
working class movement is not the strong statet or the fists of the NF,The
greatest threat facing the labour movemnet is its own reformist consciousness.
The hegemony of reformism over the workijng calss unde mines any moves

towards independent clags action, As the afterm~th of the Birmingham

bombs illustraSes, the ideological asualt of the bourgeoisie found a r:acy
fesponse in the trdde unions. For the INMG the most significant develorment is
the rcpressive legislation passed by Parliamant,For revolutionary communists
the main danger 1s not'Jenkins law'as such, but the chauvinism generated kyxkthe

withen the working class vhich allowed the law to be accepted with such minimal
opposition, -

The fight against the NF has to take up their arguments concretely, not merely
by calling for opposition to them.Nor do we shrink from physical confrontation
where the defmce of the wo rking cddss is really posed as in theattacks on
Repudblican marches or the bombing of black organisations. We seek, indeed,

to> mobilize the labour movement in defence of thece interests. But for us, the
physical side ofcombatting fascism is a political question, based uron what

is objectively neces-ary, nbt as a means to raise consciousness. Only the
independant organiced force of the vorxing class, led by its conecious
vanguard, can rrovide a guarantee against the fascist threat, We must fight
the reformist leadership that is an obstacle to this class independance.,

Revolutionary Communist Group.




SEXISM, RACISM AND FASCISM

.Some points for discussion: |
Opposing racism is not taken very seriously by the Antifascist Commities.

‘Dppusing sexism 18 almost tdtally'ighorédi'it tends to be thought of
as a 'fringd issue, but it is of central importance. el

In the total fascist view of the world sexism is cbmpletely tied up
with racism and nationalism. -

Fascism is a form.of capitalism, but they are not the same thinge

we'need +g examine the different kinds of fascism and the different
gituations within which they develop.

Sexism and racism existed before capitalism and won't simply disapear
with the nationalisation of factories and banks under workers' control:
an the other hand we will get rid of niether until capitalism is ended.

The family and the oppression of women and gays

The family is the first place where the identity of sthe individual develops;
it services the waged worker, organises the conditioning into male and
female sex roles and promotes hetrosexuality as the only acceptable form of
sexual experience. Fundamental to this is the oppression of women and the
suppression of gay sexualitye. :

Racism, imperialism and the international division of labour

The oppression and distortion of mainly non-white cultures is the result of
imperialism, It has used the people of various races and countries in different
ways thus organising the exploitation of people right across the world.

Nazi Germany

While most of the left ignored sexism, the Nazis combined sexism racism and
nationalism so that the ‘perfect German mother and the Aryan man would produce
‘nure children for the Master Race and the Fatherland., This involved first of
211 a certain amount of controlled sexual liberalism and then a fierce
repression of independant women and gayse. |

Conclusions
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Divisions of race and sex are dampers on working class struggle; fascism
exploits these divisions; we need to develop working class solidarity.

The basis of the Antifascist Committee needs to be quastioned. How far
does it come out of the self organisation of women,black peopls and gays

How can we understand the appeal of the NF in the crisis of daily 1ife?

These points are controvarsial evan among oursalves,
but we hope they will spark off discussione.

These notes were [ -epaired for the first of a series of educationals
arranged jointly oy tShe Black Peoples Freedom Movement and Gay UWorkers
Nottingham, Autumn 1376




SEXISM RACISM FASCISY - WORKLIN iG_NOTLS
This is a write up of a dlsou581or of some members of the Gay Workers Group in
Nottingham to try and prepare for an educr.tiona: on this sp nsored by the Anti-
Committee. It could act as the basis for discussion generally (with some
points brought out by a speaaer) or it can be used by gay = ~oups to consider
the ¥clitionchin. between gay and women's oppression,the family,lahour powee

and capital, and fascism,

AR, TRL AL o - Tew - -

At -an ranti- fas scist demo some yearo ago in Leicester some ‘'antifascists?. had a
go -at the National Front. When they returned to our deme they came back with th
the cry ‘They were cissies -they were like fuckin'® women!',

This attitude towards women is common in the antifascist and left movement, ny
more examples could be given., Be a man,prove your masculinkty & fight the NF'.

-

We want to show how sexism -~ Wthh prao';oally means the oppression and the
exploitation of gays and women - is unbreakably ties up with-racism and
nationalism in the total fascist view of the world.We don't think that fighting
racism is taken at all seriously in the antifascist committee and the struggle
against sexism is almost totally ign nored. Opposing sexism - ‘which includes
dealing . with it within ourselyes - 1s not something of minow importance which
can -be added onto the major issues of racism and nazism (1like the token mention
of gays in some AF leaflets),but is of central and fundamental inportance to
the fight ggainst fascism and to leading to a revolutionary movement capable of
leading to a 'fregh sociely’'.

HOW_DOES %"FFIST COME ABOUT? and what is is made up of?

A SR W OV

It would be unwise to linger tco long on how fascism develops in partlcular
cruntries rather than others -~ these require more intensive attenrion later.
The first' thing though is that fasolsm ig ' a form of capitalism. It's*not an
unusual and exceptionally aasty event which workirig-class people and capital-
ists allhe can get together and oppose. When the world-wide capitalist system
aig in profound crisis.as it was 1in the :1930'5 and is now, it can be conven-
. iernt for international oaoﬂt al to use fascists in partloular countries (or is
~5% national capital?). The defeat of the Popular Power in Chile 1in 1974 wh ch-
was endangcred American plans for Iatin. America and for profit-making generally
was done by one kind of facisst coup. This is different however from the
tClassical' kind that developed in CGermany in the 30s which had a mass movement
behind it. The Nntional Frort and the National Party in Britéin at the moment
are being used by some parts of capital (e.g. parts of the Gobernment, bu81ness
-the press etc.) to promote racism, enoouraee the work etlhic, and so to w1den T
the divisions that alpeady exist within society. While capital may try to use
fascists to do some ofh their dirty work, this doesn't mean that fascism and
capitalism: are the same thing, not that as far as canltal is concerned that
-fdsciem canf{t sometimes get out of hand.

I+ would be useful,sometime,to examinc the different conditions in which
fascism grows, and its various forms. Agricultural an{ economical’y dependent
: Portugal was different from highly-industrialised Germany. The Gorilla dictat-
orship in Chile is not the same as the mass support in Mussonlni's Italy.Why

did Itely,Germany and Spain turn Fascist? The reasons might include: defeat

" of the workers movement in those countries (Spart wcists in Germany 1018,the
Otalian PFactory Councils,Spanl sh Revolution 1937): German 'races' lived
beyond the “oundaries of the Patherland: Germany not unified: German capital
wasn't allowed any space to expand after the deal of the Pirst World War: how
do we see Stalinist Russia in the same period - mass slaughter very repre531ve

state etoeterao

Pascism offers a gg::onalrft solution to what are, in fact, international
problems. As we said earlkier, fascism 1s a partloular klnd of capitalism =

‘it feeds off and decpe < divisions that already exist in capitalist society so
th *t workirg class soli- arity and togetherness is weakened and the daily theft
of human activity continues to make proflts out of us.Let's look at the «: y

divisions of sex and race and (oniticdzrider how fagscism intensifies these.

4
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Neither racism nor sexism exist only under capitalism, Both existed before and
neither will just disappear with the nationalisation of the bank and factories
under workers control. At the same time we're not going to get rid of sexism
and racism without making a revolution against capitalism.

Racism is fostered by the internatioral division of labour - that is by a policy
of treating different races and countries differently,giving a better deal to
say,white north american workers than to black south african workers. Similarly,
sexism 3. fostered by the sexual division of labour where the woman's role of
unpaid housewife and mother is kept subordinate to the man's role as breadwinner
and boss within the family.She is the szlave of the slave.. Let's look at sexism
in detail, then racism, then see how the Nazis combined both with natlonallsm
;to great effect Then on to some conclusuons,

Notes on WOMEN AND lHE FAMILY

* See articles on Fascism and Racism in Peace News 2027 and 2028. .
*Need to compare different forms of the famlly and the oppression of women in
the 1nternatlonal division of labour (Race Today?) |

Tt's w1th1n the restrlctlons of the fam“ly that we first develop our 1dent1t1es
(Polltlos of the Family etc etc RD Laing and others). These identities are not
based on free individual and collective growth but come about by adapting to

the demands placed on ;5 within the family,while the family in turn must adapt
to the demands placed on it by society (cutbacks,legislation etc.)

This is no simple mattef{ and will depend on what's happening in that partloular
society at that particular time. For example: in tribal societies with a mothers
- brother pattern of kinship,the roles will be very different to those of early
capitalism in Britain when the extended family was being challenged to produce

a more flexible small family fnit for the changing nceds of capitalist industrie
alisation. It would also be different in a country where there was a strong

autonomous movement of women, Cit's

It's 1mp0581b1e here to go onto much detail but within the famlly that boys

learn to be boys and girls to be boys:it's within the family that we learn to
accept sexual,personal and social ways of life that don't satisfy our needs.

This accéptance comes to provide an illusionary and distorted security - the only
one that is available most of the time. This fitting into a social and sexual =«
identity is fundamental in very many ways (such as?) to the continuation of an
exp101tat1ve society. It's where Authority is first fought over. 4 | -

nght 1n the middle of what the family is all abo £ 1a. the oprreSQioﬁ'and the
exp101tatlon of women. For convenience,restricting the discussion to the
industrialised countries (what about Japan,Russia and maybe China?): Where there
is a small/nuclear family unit we can see how the family (on behalf of capital)
1n31sts on a place for women as unpaid housewife and mother. A woman's place 1is
sup~osed to be in the home.Alth ugh a large number of women go out to WworkK, .
(nearly) all women =~ as housewives & mothers preparing their hftisbands, lovers,
children (and of course themselves) to ga out to the offices and factories and
schools the next day. - | -

Even when women are involved in paid work it is usually not seen as permanent :
It's "untll the first child is born" or "after they've all grown up" or it'e

'pin money . In times of recession, women lose paid jobs first. Further,the’ kind
of work which women do often reflects their hy, sewife and mother 1dent1ty*4_1t s
infant schoolwteachlng,shop work ,nursing,light assemb%r work ,making garments,
jitchen work,cleaning etc. This exclusion from 'mainstream' . ‘& waged work for
most women doesn't mean that the answer lies in women simply becomlng waged
WOTKETYS e ANYWEY ¢ 0 060 o

This role is servicing the wage labourer. It means gratifying but not satlsfylng
the wage labourer's sexwality,making (his) beds,cooking (his)meals,organising
and educating (his) ohlldren - the boys will mainly become waged workers while
the girls like thelr mums will usually do two jobs - housewife and mother most
of her 1life and waged worker for a 51gn1f1oent part of it.




This work, the reproduction of labo,” power , is extended and watched over by
the school and the welfare system as well as 1n many other ways. 2

HETEROSEXUA 1 Imv( ')

Why is Gay Workers involved in the antifascist committee and why have lebbian
groups and glf's become actively opposed to fascism? The family organlses the
stricy coptrol of sex roles (as well as the ways they change) and is the temple
for heterosexual relationships,that is, ; sexual relatlonshlps between women and men ,
Sexual relationships between people of the same sex is either punlshed derlded
tolerated or swept tidily into ant of th - way- places. This is because they
challenge the family order - the discipline of m, sculine and feminine 1dent1ty(')
Homosexulaity and lesbianism in particluar assert that sex can be a’ pleasurable

& meaningful ™ &ct in itself and doesn't have to be Pbout produolng ohlldren,fi

The threat that gay sexuallty pffers to the functlor of heterosexuallty and the-
family in capitalism -has becn clarified by the political self-activity of gays -
since the Stonewall Riots and the subsequent formations of gay liberation in New -
York in 1969. Similarly, while many women have rejected the role of housewife and
mother .the WLM has been explicitly devoloping an organisation and theory ‘around
women's pos1tlon in society. The fascist right cannot tolerate a challenge to
traditional ‘social values and particularly will fight against .womens 1ndependenoe
and gay sexuallty. More abuut this(and the Nazis) later. Itiis in tiries <7 such
as the present when all the relationships are in extreme crisis - economic, s001al
sexual,polltlcal - andﬁ%hen working vlass struggle is at a low ebb that the"
fasict right appeals for a retun to the old securities - family life, ra01a1 and
national purity etc.

Becdug@ our identities are themselves insecure,are 'false' (belng what we've had
to accpet ard adapt to) it is likely that we'll ollng tlghtly onto the famlly
identity,search for: new leaders etoa‘

RACISM AND IMPERIALISM
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With an insecure identity comes the rejection and insecurity about other races.
To define a tight security comes the finding of scapegoats,especirlly racism. |
Attempts can be made to blame the consequences of exploitation and the history of
imperialism (housing shortages,lack of re sources) on imuigrants.

This is exacily what the fascists ‘do, or try to do, in a clear polltlcal way.

It would be wrong to put diown here much abait racism and 1mper1allsm without
having discussed it with the BPFM(Black. Peoples' Freedom Movement) further.

Just a few notes.

The backgrOund to racism is the 1nternat19nal d1v1s10n of labour and more
specifieally Imperlallsm, From the.flrst capitalist country (UK) came expansion -
search for markets,labour and resources. The exploitation of the 1land and people
meant exploltatlon of their culture (Fanon). The very humanity of colonised
people was disputed by the imperialists -~ a debate took place in Spain as to
whether-Mexicans had souls. When black servants landed in the UK during the

period of g, 0py questions were asked ;. iy whether they were human!

In ortler to organise the worlimarket different -countries and races are played 5 o Gk
against each other.
This has included the 1mm1gratlon of 'fresh]oabour'u(oapftalists_hoped for cheap-
ness and docility) to the industr ialised capitalist countries. These divisions
across and within countries a e used -~ different- wages,types of jobs,housingm
cultural freedom.,oppurtunities ~ to maintain the flow of profit. Fascists leap
on all; thig and insist that one answer to 'our! problems is to. stop 1mm1gr tion
and make a 'return' to racial and national purity.

1
In general, the extrme right offers solutions to the frustrations of everyday
life; frustrations that have a long historical basis including (but not only)
the sexual an< international divisions of labour -,the organisation of exploitatiom
through the distortion of cultures,immigration and the twisting of daily -
personal  and social life. Their 'solutions' are on the basis of national and
racial and sexual ohauv1n1sm. The internatio nal set-up and the conditions in
which labour power is produced are of vital and central iaportance to capltellsm.
Slmllarly a revolutionaxy strategy can only grow from this basis. '

: 1
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The Left has r rely understood this ( see' where Engdg Feared to Tread in
Gay Left number one). The Right,however,has mace: great use of it,

THE NAZIS AND GERMANg - notes again

The clearest example of this has been the Nazis in Germany In a crlsls-rlddled
national economy their solution . was to make Germany Great. The Master Race. ioieh
The Patherland etc. ~ Traditional ideas about the family were ralsed which both
offered a certain security and justified the 1dea of Aryan purlty a proper St
German family producing a prOper German race. Slmllarly, the Jews (and other
groups) werée used as scapegoats,casting out the impure non-Germanic races.'uwg
Since Germans lived beyond the Fatherland, the idea of the 'natlon'_, could be
extended to an expansion - returning certain territories: to their 'proper!
country. Anyway, the basic idea was a mixture o1r national,racial and sexual
ohauv1nlsm. However, the stereotypes of Supermale and Supermum (see John Remy's
work on definitions of sexual identity in prewar Germany) - with all their
rewards,‘were only the foreground.The lazis knew how to use sexuality.

For example, gay men were initially encouraged to join the Brown shirts (on an
anti- femlnlne/ba51s? Important to look at the debates within the Gay groups -
see the 'homosexual Rights Novement'—Soolallst Workers Party pamplhet),but £
were later represse-: . Goebels( was it?) said that decapitation wasn't good enough
: e s gl gays' Similarly., the Hitler Youth . . 1 | allowed a lot of controlled
promlsoulty in their camps . and organlsatlon. It . at'racted the youth. This was

at a time when the German Left only. oonsldered and families betwecn the sheets.

WHAT CONC™-USIONS

FASCISM has an appeal beaus'e of the crisis of everyday life. As such it

cannot be simply wiped off the streets or dealt with by passing motions in’
TU's of Trades Councils, although this is part of it.There is a need to ohange' &
our daily lives. R R e e

SUPPORT for the autonomous movements of blaok people gays, women - fa501sm grows;
by turning the tide agalnst these groups,

The anti=fascist committees which have been set up have 2 bad record. of even

supporting’ black organisations, alone black peopleo (Locally the APFPC is white-

dominated). The Blackburn demo 'in support of black people' included hardly any

asians at all, and very few W, Indians. R A
The relationship between antifascist groupings (AFC's,trad s unlons/student

union etc) and the black community needs to be questloned°

* There s little politically understood support for womens/gay organisations.

* Think about the links between the SPUC/Festlval of Light and the NP, These are
not simple and need to be looked at, i '

*Properly done the a proach of street meetings could brlng us near to under-'
standing the contradictions involved in NF support. They need a lot more

thinking about. | -
¥ We need to understand better the way in which the Labour Movement lays the

ground for the extreme right by its matLQnallsm (eg import controls)
* To oppose racism ang sexism withip the left

READING

Selma James 'Sex Race abd ClasSs'

'Capltallsm, Famil ly and,personal Lifer . g14 Zaretsky (pluto Press?)
Various iissues of Race Today

Various Reich and Lalng.

For more- 1nformatlon about the Gay Workers Group in Nottlngham and the work
around these d educationals,please oontaot Gay Workers-at The Peorles Centre

33 .Mansfield: Road NOTTI“GHAM‘ Telephone I




