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FIGHTING FASCISM is pamphlet number one of the Nottingham-produced.
polltlcal newsletter "IF YOU DONTT HIT IT Guw LT WON'TY FALL”

The interest for such a pamphlet is because of the recent reV1val
of racism and fasc1sm ~aided - although not created - by far-
right and fascist organlsutlons like the Natlonal Front and Natlonal

Party,

More 8pec1f10ally, the crisis has provided the situation in which
fascist solutmons to working class people's problems can seem
attractive so that during the Summer of 1976 several incidents

like the stabbing of young Asians in Southall (London) reflected

a general rise in racism ... the need to understand how to

oppose racism and fascism now comes from this. At the same time
there are many complications in the fight against fascism,
Important among these is the totality of underlying fascist ideas,
Whereas racism is the biggest support-getter at the moment for
groups like the National Front, fascists encourage many reactionary
aspects of capitalist society., Among these is Nationalism; a rigid
authoritarian view of life; the suppression of womens' autonomy
and the 4 suppression of any sexuality outside the
kind most useful to the continuation of exploitation (especially
clamping on gay love); a reactionary position of Ireland, Work etc,

Antifascist cormittees are one present form of organisation of
struggle against fascism and the Nottingham Antifascist Committee
has achieved little, been full of conflict and dispuge. At the
very least this pamphlet should help to air some of the different
p01nts of view around

"This punphlet contains virious articles for discussion., ''The Threat

of Fascism' id.atifies the. corporate state and the Labour Party as

main dangers whereas 'What is Fascism' whilst also exploring the role
of reformism, stresses the ideological fighf against racism and fascism
and criticised the crude 'Smash the Front! approach of the .

Socialist Workers Party and the International Marxist Group.

Roger of Nottm AFCommittee has supplied us with some 'Notes on Fpscisn'!
and an 'Imnmigration Laws' summary. A no doubt controversial article

on Chinese Foreigh policy 'Maoism and Fascism' has been included, as
well as a couple of peices oun the racist demagogue Powell. Two short
peices by Trotsky locate fascism in an historical perSpectlve and
suggest 1its base is nmainly petit<=bourgeois.

An article from the magasine Unercurrents discusses the Counter Culture,
one from Anarchy dlscusses the Left, The teéed for 4 revolutlonary
sjrategy is raised again and Notes for a mecting on Ra 1cism, Se¢Xism and
F&.scism are reprinted,

Perhaps most important are aspects of racism/fascism we have not had

the resourses to research into. For example the most vital struggle
facing Britsih revolutionaries: Ireland. What precisely is the
relationship which the NF/NP enjoys with UVF, RUC, Boman Catholic Church
and the British Army? How deep is fascist 1nf11tr“tlon in the Civil
Service, Trade Unions, SPUC, Prison Service, Police, Customs, Immigration
TAVR, RC Church and so on? What relationship do the fascists have with
the Economic League, Nu&FF,, Aims of Industry, Institute for the Study of

Gonflict e How important is the Fascist International? What can psych-
ology (Relch Fromm,etc) tell us about fascism? The list is endless

from the role of the otate to euthanasia and genetic engineering, to
Chile and Spain.

This has turned out to be a discussion pamphlet, it cost a lot to produce
and the 12p cover price is less than what it cost. All contrlbutlons are.
welcomne, For further comnunlcﬁtlon contact 1F YOU DON'T.. . —
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Once aueln, Western capitalism is sinking into a deep econ-
omic depression., lMass unemployment is steadily rising, living.
standards are falling and social services spending is being
ruthlessly cut. The effects of the world depression are most.
acute in Britain because here we live under the cldest and thus
most decayed capitalist system. The contradiction between the-
social character of production and the individual ownership of
the means of production is in a state of conspicuous change and
1s becoming increasingly antagonistic.

These are the objective material conditions that have given
rise to an intensification of the conflict between the working
class and 'the capitalist class during the last ten years, as has
been exemplified in the successive waves of industrial militancy.
The same changes in material conditions also account for a small
but significant movement of some workers towards a ”evolutlonary
outlook, However it is equally the case that the forces of ex-
treme reaction have been strengthened in response to a decaying
capitalism. The growth of revolution and reaction are both
products of :the qame circumstances.. They const 1tute a dialect~-
ical unity of opposites. | P

THE TATURE OF IFASCISM

1f the threat of fascism is to be successfully combatted it
is necessary for us to make an accurate materialist analysis of
it. In order to do this our analysié must not be confined, as
ften is the case, to the ideology of fascism. We must pene-
tru e uhrouﬂh its ideological smokescreen to its material basis
and 1dentify the class out of whose:practige it arises: and thus.
serves,

ascism is a political strategy resorted to by the monopoly.

canitalist ruling class when confronted with grave economic
crisis and growing working class unrest, as in Germany in the

early 19508, its real zaim is Lo perpetuate the system of decay=-
1ng monopoly capitalism. Its means are the building of_a nass .
movenent on the basis of attracting demoralized sections of the
working class and petit bourgeoisie, through nationalistic and
racist ideology, who are then used to support the seizure. of
state power and the establishment of an authoritarian dictator-:
ship. Once in power, the fascists proceed to crush all opposit-
ion to their regime, especially that of the worLlng class, and
establish rigid state economic control in the interests of mon-
opoly capitalism.

RACISM AND FASCISM

One common misconception among opponents of fascism is to
assume that 1ts essence is racism. In fact, racism is an ideol=~
ogical tool frequently, but not always, used as a means of mass
mobilization by the fascists. Racism was not a sighificant
factor in the rise of Italian fascism to power., Furthermore, in
the case:. of Portugese fascism great efforts were made tuv try to
encourage the peoples of the African colonies to regard them=- -
selves as '"Portugese'. Intermarriage between blacks and whites
was officially sanctioned. But this attempt by the Portugese
fascistsg to combat growing sentiments of national libe eration was
unable to suppress the racism inherent in colonial oom1nwulon.

Racism is. @ much older ideological phenomenon than is fasc-
ism. Racist beliefs are a direct outcome of imperialism, Racism
arose as & moral Justification for the colonial oppression and |

Xv101uﬁtloq of the peoples of 1e1ﬁ Africa and-America. 1t also
had an important function in motiwve t1a~ the working classes of










































































































