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F I G H T I N G F A S C I S M
-  

FIGHTING FASOISM is pamphlet number one of the Nottingham-produced-p
political newsletter "IF YOU DQNTT HIT IT .,Â IT WON'T FALLñ. '-ó

The interest for such a pamphlet is because of the recent revival ð
of racism and fascism_ aided - although not created - by far- '
fight and fascist organisations like the National Front and National
Party; I  -  ; q Ió I  + iv  I   M

II _ .
-- .II 'I- - -. ' I I- . . - .. ' * ' 'I' 1 - '

More specifically, the crisis has provided the situation in which
fascist solutnons to working class people's problems can seem
attractive so that during the Summer of 1976 several incidents
like the stabbing of young Asians in Southall (London) reflected
a general rise in racism .@. the need to understand how to
oppose racism and fascism now comes from this. At the same time
there are many complications in the fight against fascism.
Important among these is the totality of underlying fascist ideas,
Whereas racism is the biggest support-getter at the moment for
groups like the National Front, fascists encourage many reactionary
aspects of capitalist society, Among these is Nationalism; a rigid I
authoritarian view of life; the suppression of womens' autonomy
and the " suppression of any sexuality outside the
kind meet useful to the continuation of exploitation (especially
clamping on gay love); a reactionary position of Ireland, Work etc,

Antifascist committees are one present form of organisation of
struggle against fascism and the Nottingham Antifascist Committee
has achieved little, been full of conflict and dispuge. At the
very least this pamphlet should help to air some of the different
points of view around. p p

"This pamphlet contains various articles for discussion. "The Threat
of Fascismñ id Atifies the corporate-state and the Labour Party as
main dangers whereas ówhat is Fascismó whilst also exploring the role
of reformism, stresses the ideological fight against racism and fascism
and criticised the crude óSmash the Front' approach of the I
Socialist Workers Party and the International Marxist Group.

Roger of Nottm AFCommittee has supplied us with some óNotes on Fascismó
and an óImmigration Lawsó summary. A no doubt controversial article
on Chinese Foreigh policy 'Maoism and Fascismó has been included, as
well as a couple of peices an the racist demagogue Powell.3OK>short
peices by Trotsky locate fascism in an historical perspective and
suggest its base is mainly petit-bourgeois,t N I

An article from the magasine Unercurrents discusses the Counter Culture,
one from Anarchy discusses the Left, The heed for a revolutionary
strategy is raised again and Notes for a meeting on Racism, Sexism and
Fýscism are reprinted. _ g p __p

Perhaps most important are aspects of racism/fascism we have not had
the resourses to research into, For example the most vital struggle
facing Britsih revolutionaries: Ireland, What precisely is the
relationship which the NF/NP enjoys with UVF, RUG, ýoman Catholic Church
and the British Army? How deep is fascist infiltration in the Civil
Service, Trade Unions, SPUC, Prison Service, Police, Customs, Immigration
TAVR, RC Church and so on? What relationship do the fascists have with
the Econemic League, NnFF., Aims of Industry, Institute for the Study of
@0ýfliQýwe;a How important is the Fascist International? What can psych-
ology (Reich, Fromm,etc) tell us about fascism? The list is endless
from the role of the State to euthanasia and genetic engineering, to
Chile and Spain, p _ y I

This has turned out to be a discussion pamphlet, it cost a lot to produce
and the 12p cover price is less than what it cost, All contributions are,
welcome, For further communication contact IF YOU DON'T I at
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The same changes in material conditions also account for a small
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Once again, Western capitalism is sinking into a deep econ-
omic depression. Mass unemployment is steadily rising, living.
standards are falling and social services spending is being
ruthlessly cut. The effects of the world depression are most,
acute in Britain because here we live under the oldest and thus
most decayed capitalist system. The contradiction between theqc
social character of production and the individual ownership of
the means of production is inóa state of conspicuous change and
is becoming increasingly antagonistic. v ,~

These are the objective material conditions that have given
rise to an intensification of the conflict between the workingpp
class and the capitalist class during the last ten years, as has
been exemplified in the successive #aves of industrial militancy.1:"ñ--|

but significant movement of some workers towards a revolutionary
outlook. However it is_equally the case that the forces Of_@XF
treme reaction have been strengthened in response tova decaying,
capitalism. The growth of revolution and reaction are both -
products of?the same circumstanoes.y They constitute a dialects.1... _ _ _1 .

ical unity of opposites. . i Jô< I

THE IiATUI7?.E OF IITióIL3CISIñI

If the threat of fascism is to be successfully combatted it
is necessary for us to make an accurate materialist analysis of 
it. In order to do this our analysis must not be confined, as
often is the case, to the ideology of fascism. We must pene~
trate through its ideological smokescreen to its material basis
and identify the class out of whose practice it arises and thus,
serves. y y

Fasoism is a political strategy resorted to by the monopoly
capitalist ruling class when confronted with grave economic
crisis and growing working class unrest, as in Germany in the by
early 1950s. ñIts real aim is to perpetuate the system of decay-
ing monopoly capitalism. Its means are the building ofta mass ,
movement on the basis of attracting demoralised sections of the
working class and petit bourgeoisie, through nationalistic and

... óI; ,1racist ideology, who are then useo to support the seizure of
state power and the establishment of an authoritarian dictatoreÄ
ship. Once in power, the fascists proceed to crush all opposit-
ion to their regime, especially that of the working class, and
establish rigid state economic control in the interests of mon-I
opoly capitalism. p I p

RACISM AND FASCISM
I

' III

One common misconception among opponents of fascism is to
assume that its essence is racism. In fact, racism is an ideol-
ogical tool frequently, but not always, used as a means of mass
mobilization hy the fascists. Racism was not a significant
factor in the rise of Italian fascism to power. Furthermore, in
the case.of fortugese fascism great efforts were made to try to
encourage the peoples of the African colonies to regard themð *

..'|..

selves as ñPortugeseñ; Intermarriage between blacks and whites
was officially sanctioned.p But this attempt by the Portugese T
fascists to combat growing sentiments of national liberation was
unable to suppress the racism inherent in colonial domination.l
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it ism is o much older ideological phenomenon than is 1 soè
,.33 ...IF5
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ó.3-31'": T35Qism. hacist beliefs are a direct outcome of imperialism. ism
arose as a moral justification for_the colonial oppression w
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o:}:ploit_a.tio11 of óthe peoples of Asia, ;1.frica e.11dè!n;1erice.. also
had an important function in motivating the working classes of è
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the European capitalist countries to fight in wars of colonial
conquest, Imperialism is, of course, still very much alive and
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thus so too is racism. I q ó I |

Just as under capitalism there is continuous economic and1-].-

political struggle between the working class and the capitalist
class so also there is continuous ideological struggle. fOn the
one hand, we are all influenced by the ideology arising out of
the practice of the ruling capitalist class. This is disseminat-
ed through the educational system and the mass media and incor-
porates racism as a component part. On the other hand, we are
subject to ideas arising out of our immediate experiences, our
own actual practice, and these tell us that all workers are op-
pressed and exploited by the capitalists, regardless of national-
ity and skin colour, and that all workers have the same interests
111 O 0111111611 1 ' ' ' - -I '

So there is a contradiction within our thinking. One side
of all of us is racist and says whites are superior to blacks.
(This is the case for both white and black people, as Frantz Fan-
on pointed out.) The other side of us says that all workers, re-
gardless of place of origin and colour, are oppressed by capital-
ism and thus should unite in common struggle against it.

'Uhether or not racism is on the increase depends upon which
side of this contradiction is the strongest, which is the princ-
ipal aspect. Under capitalism, it is not a case of whether peop-
le are racists or not. iýather it is a case of which aspect of
the contradiction between reaction and revolution in general, and
bourgeois racism and proletarian internationalism in particular,v
is growing in strength; , I

In Britain today it does seem that among some sections of
the working class and petit bourgeoisie racism is on the increase
and certainly growing more quickly than any upsurge of revolut-
ionary consciousness among other sections of these classes. The
growth of racism, which the National Front and other fascists use
as their main agitational weapon, will not be curtailed simply by
disseminating arguments exposing the fallacies of racism. In the
final analysis, the only sure way to defeat racism is by acting
so as to strengthen the proletarian, revolutionary side of this
ideological contradiction, In short, the only way to lastingly
defeat racism is through revolution. ' k

T GR OEó-IT H Ã115" C URllOP.i-ET IS M I
I '-'

-l- __ -1 '

Exactly one hundred years ago, rriedrich Engels wrote in n16
1" "' . E 1 "H ' rri, . lng.5.I1i/ l -' Ullll__L

"...the official representative of capitalist society _ the State
ð will ultimately have to undertake the direction of production.ñ

and: ' t'_f - ~ _ I

"hut transformation, ~ i " into joint®stoch companies and
trusts, or into State ownership, does not do away with the capit-
alistic.nature of the productive forces. ... The modern State, no
matter what its form, is essentially a capitalist machine, the
state of the capitalists, the ideal personification of the total

C-5.5.1- ii) ("w 1...}. ri- :5.-I (D I-1

national capital. The more it proceeds to the taking over of prod~
uctive forces, the more does it actually become the national cap~
italist, the more citizens does it exploit.ñ

Since Engels wrote these prophetic words the State certainly has
played an increasingly important part in economic affairs, first
of all by means of occasional and limited interventions in the
national economy, e.g. monetary policy, and more recently as they
planner and director of the economy. Incidentally, the Groucho
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