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The majority of this pamphlet 1s written by WILDCAT.

Two of the articles are taken from the publications

of organisations which hold similar positions to our

own on class struggle and the role of the trade "
unions., Their addresses are given following the

articles concerned.
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We are publishing here four articles about recent class struggle in
Britain and Burope. Readers will find that several points are repeated
in more than one of the articles. This is because Wwe€ have chosen them
to illustrate what we believe are general tendencies in the class
struggle today: 1in particular the tendency of workers 1n struggle to
confront their trade unions. Or, to put it another way, the tendency
of the struggles themselves to break free from the stifling limitations
of trade uninnism, |

People we discuss with often agree with our arguments about the bank-
ruptcy of world capitalism, and with our rejection of the traditional
left-wing parties. They may alsc agree that movements like CND are
worse than useless, and that the only way to prevent war is TO destroy
the capitalist system which creates the economic, political and social
conditions for it. But vhen we say that the future of the world lies
in'*. the hands of the working class, they don't belleve that the working
class has the potential to change anything. .

It is part of the nature of working class struggle -that it bursts out
nfrom nowhere" after shorter Or longer periods when it seems that
nothing is happening. Before May '68 and the world-wide mass strikes
which followed, it was a commonplace for sociology lecturers to declare
that the working class no longer oxisted. And recently, the capitalist?
media has learned to keep quiet about struggles which might give other
workers subversive 1ldeas. Tn Britain our rulers have been quick to
1earn the lessons of the npiotg" in 1981, which spread like wildfire

5t least in part due to the extensive television coverage., o0 this
year, the mass strike in Belgium, which involved moTe than 900,000
people at 1its height, has gone s1most unreported 1in the popular pPress
despite the fact that Belgium 18 noO further from Fleet Street than
Warrington! In the "gerious press' we call find evidence of the concer:
and fearthat the Belgilan strike has provoked within the ruling class
throughout Europe: To quote from our OWh Financial Timess

ngtrikes have parglysed the bureaucracy, brought public transport
to an almost total halt, shut schools ... and let rubbish accumulate

in the streets G The gbrles «tarted spontaneously ... It 18
.1, this spontaneity that 1s providing much food for thought 1n
Furopean capitals." (25 9,.8%)

No wonder they don't want us to know about it

The example of Belgium alone shows that, despite the recent lull 1in
the class struggle, the potential for mass struggles still exists,
However many people find it hard to sccept that strikes about "bread
and butter" issues such as wages and conditions, are capable of

transforming themselves into revolutionary struggles which challenge

the existence of capitalism, This is despite the evidence of numerous
struggles which have done just that: from the first Russian Revolution
in 1905 to the recent Polish struggles against thelr state—-capitalist
rulers, both of which atarted as protest movements against food price
+iseal The fact is thad people who think that "the working Tlass
nasntt got it in it" are asually members of the working class them-
selves, They are expressing the  low dpinion of themselves which the
capitalis® education and propaganda machines teach them to have.

But class struggle ig first and formost & process which releases the




potential within the mass of "ordinary workerg" - and this probably

M

includes you, the reader - which is stifled by the alienating experience
of day-to-day life under capitalism,

It is easy to see, 1f one loo&s around the world todav; that revolution

is a necessity. But revolution will not be the stage-managed battle
between well-ordered troops that many of the leftist groups would like
us to think it will be - with themselves at the helm, haturally. It

will take place through the release of the creative energy of mass "' -.
struggle, during which workers will be forced, in order to defend uhelr
basic conditions of existence, to confront the state and the ruling
class., - And through this process they will discover that they are not
the powerless and stupid creatures their rulers would like them to think
they ares On the contrary, in the co-operative struggle for common

aims,"clearly understood, we are a power which is unstoppable.




















































