an occasional broadsheet of the brighton and hove anarchist group

NUMBER ONE ‘ ‘ AT LEAST THREEPENCE
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fLEABITE is published by Brighton Anarchists and can be contacted through
Nick Heath, Flat 3, 26, Clifton Road, Brighton.

Fleabite will be brought out as often as possible. We'll turn up when you least
expect us. We'll tell you about Politicians, Bosses and Teachers - the People Who
Know What's Best For Us. It's funny how what's best for us always turns out to be
better for them. How they're always right, yet they need all kinds of policemen to
keep us in line. We can show you just how great their power has become.

They need us - we don't need them. We are quite able tu run things ourselves.
Everyone should play an equal part, wherever they work or study. We have had
enough of people who only want to push us about. When you stop accepting their
i1iesy you will £ind 1t 'is easy to work without them. -

Putting out a broadsheet is a two-way thing. If we're not writing about things
that matter to you, tell us. If they're trying a new way to keep us down, tell us.,
If you've refused to be a part of their pantomime, tell us.

- In return, we'll supply you with information and ideas. The rest is up 1o you.

BENEFIT OF THE DOUBT

If you're unlucky enough to find yourself out of work and you cannot survive cn
Unen ployment benefit, you can ask at the Labour Exchange for a form B.1. which is
their appliecation. form for "Supplementary Benefit®., This is the modern name for
National Assistance. "If you are in immediate need," the form reads, "you may take
this form to the Ninistry of Social security." ,

You therefore meke your way to that architectural monstrosity knewn as Circus
House (or to St. James's otreet, if you live east of the Steine). There's usually
a queue, end it takes about ten minutes before you reach the little window. The
glass in this window, like all the glass that separates you from the staff, is
Triplex Armour Plate. | ' o '

I you've been out of work for less than two weeks, you're told to go away,
because you've called too early. However, if you left your last job more than a
fortnight previously, then they want to know why you didn't call before.

Passed the interrogation successfully? Right, now you can have a seat until
they call you. The seats are bolted together, of course. After a wait of up to
an hour, your name will be ¢=2lled on the speaker in the waiting room. Too bad if
if your hearing isn't that good, or they don't pronounce your name clearly.

Now you can go to the interview cubicle, where this time the chair is screwed
to the floor. You should have brought your rent book and last two pay slips, and
if you haven't got any of these, then don't expect any money. The interviewer will
listen to your tale of hardship with as much compassion as if you'd rolled up in
a Rolls-Royce. Hewill attempt to catch you out in everything you say, and woe
betide you if you can't give immediate replies to all his questions. Eventually
he'll take a statement from you, and get you to sign it. You're then dismissed to
the waiting room, if he thinks you could be eligible for some money. .

After a slightly shorter wait this time, the loudspeaker calls you to queue at
the pay desk where you finally get paid. The whole operation never takes less than
an hour, and has been known to last for the best part of a day. |

The St. James's Street office has = character all its own. Instead of padded
seats thére are hard wooden benches, and not enough of these. There is no enquiry
windoW. The loudspeaker occaistionally bursts into life to summon the "next engquiry",
and this means you have to find out where you're placed in the queue. As there are
people standing about everywhere, the timid may wait for hours wondering whether
they're jumping the queue, or whether other people are getting in before them.

Both offices display "ro cmoking" signs, which of ccurse nobody bothers asbout.
In fact, ashtrays are proivided at Circus House. The other endearing thing about
the offices is the horde of toddlers, screaming and running everywhere, bored stiff.
And neither office has a toilet for claimants. . R Aot =,

1L you go to thé office or ot you'll eventually get a visitor. If they're
already peying you, this interview isn't too bad. The poor bloke Just wants to gect
back into the warmth of the office, so he won't stay long. But if you live in a
flat, it's quite likely he's asked everyone in the building 1f they've heard of
you. What he's hoping to hear is someone complaining about all the people who live
in the flat, or any similar bit of gossip that might help him. The office send you
a note to say he's coming, but this always arrives in the same morrning 's mail,

AT no time during this inquiry are yome ever allowed to know more than the bare

- minimum about how you are assessed - the "Guide %o assessing claimants™, known as
the A coge, is on the Officisl Secrets List. To reveal any of the contents of this
guide would therefore be against the law. The only general rule that anyone can

- gather is that you are paid your rent plus about £4 10s a week.

If you're-at all charitable, you may wonder what effect all. this has onithe
_staff. From what you see, they range from coldly businesslike to the nearest thingito
Gestapo. On the other side of the counter it becomes clearer how these attitudes |

are formed. The staff see themseélves as Members of the Civil service, and the job




is something that must be carried out in the correct Civil Service

manner. The people who come to the office.are eventually regardied
as things, items to be processed. All claimants are regarded as "trying it on", and
while some obviously do, this does not seem a reason to treat every applicant as a
potential fiddler. Indeed, when you are treated as a criminal, it is. the easiest
thing in the world to become one. You have nothing to lose. And how @&oes Authority
react? By taking a still more repressive line. i

The liberal in the service - and there are some - feel kept in line by the more
authoritarian members. In the office in which I worked there were several of the
staff who acted as unofficial cops when not on duty. They would note if they
happened to see a claiment while off duty. One in particular had a fixation about .
young women. He believed that every one was living with a man who secretly supported
them. IFf he interviewed them at che office, he would rush to the top fioor to see
if they went off with a man. If he visited, he would call on them as-early as he
could, in thé hope of cetching them in bed. -~ : | SRR S T

Perhaps the only good thing that happened while I was -there was due to the
Nenager. He used to go to the local o0ld folk's clubs and give talks to the msmbers
about getting a supplement to their pensions. It is common amongst pensioners to
regard "Tre Assistance" as charity of a degrading nature, and it was mainly for .
this reason that the ners was changed. REgRi L el

I recently met a friend who still works for the Ministry, and he c¢laims that
the police circulate Social security offices and Labour Exchanges with lists of
nemes in the hope of getting addresses, if the people are registered there. i

If you have to claim it's best to get to the office at about 3.45 as they shut
at four. You won't be kept waiting for more than two hours - even the M.0.8S.S.
like to go home. Incidently, if you start a new 7/job which pays a week in arrear,
you can.get a payment by taking a letter from your firm down to the offige on the
day that you normally get p=aid. | | . | .

Bearing in mind three mare things - single people are only paid for four weeks,
that yeu are given no help toward getting a flat (where does rent in advance come
from), and that you pay for all these things through your insurance stamp - the
campalgns by newspapers against "layabouts living off the state" look pre¢tty sick,

CALLAGHAN - SAVIQUR OF THE PEOPLE _

As the time for the next General Election approaches, and, we hope, the people
who supported Labour tell the pollsters that they re not going to vote at all,
the Home Secretary may be forced into supporting the bigots by announcing new
repression to deal with the Squatter/Student/Drug addict "Menace®, |

Which squatter refused you that pay rise? Which student stopped and .searched
you at two in the morning? Which drug addict womtt repair the leaky roof to your
pad? |

DEFINITIONS | e |
Sorry to bore you with a bit of political infighting, but it appears that only
Anarchists don't. know what Anarchism is a2ll about. That's if you listen to those
people who've got everthing sussed out. So, in our own small way, here's what it
looks like to us:- | | \
ANARCEISM ; Political belief. Against government, on the grounds that people
can run their own lives at a local level, with general participation -
- replacing a small number of leaders., b i | | '
ANARCHY ; Situation of chaos where leadership is non-existent. Only possible
where population is dependent on leadership, and has not been
allowed to think fer itself. Anarchy can also be partial in an other-
wise orgenized state, where the state uses its organization to crush
resistance to anarchy. For ¢ zample, chaos in housing. (Families homed
less as state keeps houses empty). Squatters offer resistance, but
T state uses force (police) to crush them. ' 4y
ANARCHIST; Person who believes in Anarchism and opposes Anarchy. Forms Anarzhist
- Group to: publicize Anarchism, oppose the state, and practise part-
Ledpation.: R | 3
Incidently, Anarchists did throw bombs to kill leaders in the 1890's.  So dic
a lot of people in other political groups. The others wanted power for themselves.,
They still haven't learnt that Power Corrupts. But the Anarchists have learnt that
you can't stop the state by killing its leaders. When you start to do things for
yourself, then you've killed. them .off:anrvay. ~

TAKING THE POW OQUT OF POWELL = | | ~ et
We know everybody's having a go at poor old Enoch, but here are a few things

you may have overlooked.....Why do businessmen support Powell? If he clears out

immigrants, London Transport and the Hospital service will lose all their cheap

labour. DiSEriminaﬁioplfOEoesii@migranta;into;a@meptingilowiwageeg in ‘spite of'any

Q@@llflcatEGHSGthey,may~hﬁéd° Perhaps there's more in it for businéssmen than meets
our eyes.....Powell took no interest in studies of immigrants carried out in his

own constituency until his Race speeches started.....What a2bout the white immigrants





















