JUNE
14. Stonehenge Free Festival!
21-22. London Geen Fair.

21. Punx Picnic. Princes St.Gard-
ens, Edinburgh. Noon.

65 LewishamPark. SE13.

29 .June Rainbow Festival.The
Hurn, Beverley. Humberside.
29.Brixton Youth Festival. Angel
Park, London.

JULY

1. Anarchist Fiesta.Jepson Gdns.
Leamington Spa. Afterwards, gig,
creche, women's space. Info: Box
7. Other Branch Bookshop. 12
Gloucester St. Leamington Spa.

9. Leeds Peace Festival. Rounday
Park.

12.Beach Party.Joss Bay (not Bot-
any Bay).Info: Zoe. Thanet583467.

19. Anarchist Picnic. Brockwell
Park, Brixton, London. 1pm.
19-20.July Rainbow Fair.Eariham
Park, Norwich. Info: c/o Green-
house, 48 Bethel St. Norwich.
23.Royal Wedding.

26. Fun under Crisis Karnival.
Queens Park, Bolton. Info: 0204-
64321.

25-27. Elephant Fayre. St Germans,

Cornwall. Info. 050330816. £15.

AUGUST

1-3 Cambridge Folk Festival.
Cherry Hinton Hall.

2. Hard Days Knight. Riv'mgton,
between Chorley and Bolton, in the
chinese garden.

3. Ashton Court Fair. Bristol.
o. Lammas.

8-10.Torpedo Town Festival.
Brambles Farm. Waterlooville,
Hants. Info: Portsmouth737 819,

OXFORD FREE FESTIV AL.

On Saturday May 3rd a small | ER T
number of convoy vehicals had LIV ERP OOL
arrived at the festival site just
outside Port Meadow and the stage
was being erected. The police
were forced to let the convoy onto
the site to avoid them bringing
Oxford's traffic to a halt. People
continued to arrive over all 3 days
of the festival and the size of the
festival grew to about 1, 000
people., Although there was only

a small number of stalls selling
food, clothes, jewelery and other
homemade goods, that were typical If you can offer support, contact
typical of the old Stonehenge, Solace, D.A.M/I.W, A, 82 Lark
there was still a good festival Lane, Aigburth, Liverpool. 17.
atmosphere and music in the eve-
nings, with Hawkwind, Ozric Ten- The government has finally admit-
tacles, The Magic Mushroom Band, ted that sulphur pollution from Brit-

Cardiacs, and Zodiac Mindword.,  ain's power stations is damaging
Norwegian lakes. One reason for

Helen. the admission is that acid damage

Liverpool Anarchists report a
worrying level of activity by
various fascist groups in the
city, who have been plastering
leaflets, stickers and graffiti

all over the place. Attempts have
been made to se!l fascist papers
in the Church Street precinct
and at central station on
saturday afternoons. They must
be stopped.

8-9. Fairport Reunion. Nr.Banbury, ————————— to trees and lakes in Wales and

11. ? Cantlin Stone Free Festival.
Clun Forest.Bishops Castle.
15-24. Avebury Women's Festival.
Info:6 Carey Hse.Brooke Rd.
Clapton, London. ES. |
22-25.Towersay Village Festival.
Nr.Thame, Oxon.

20-21. Autumn Equinox. Stonehenge.

23-25. Moat Farm, Rougham.
30. Happy Valley High Day. Couls-
don Common, Croydon

OCTOBER

4. 2nd annual Bedfordshire magic
mushroom picnic at the Sandpit,
Aspley Heath, part of Woburn
"Woods. Nr.Woburn Sands. Beds.

..patlents He's writing to the Comm \\\* X\ Pcnlc BOAINEL

~ Galway is being caused by Ireland.
ALUMINIUM PANS we can't comnlain to Ireland unless
If you'don't want to go mad, don't we admit guilt to Norway
cook acid food like apples, rhu-
barb and spinach in aluminium
saucepans. Senile dementia is
~now being linked to intake of al-
uminium from vegetables grown
in aluminium-rich soils, digest-
ion tablets containing aluminium,
or cooking acid fruit and vege-
tables in aluminium saucepans.

Miceal Davies in Park Lane Hosp- ;
ital, Liverpool, a prison/mental ( ?)
hospital, has been told that he can-
. hot receive anarchist literature as
it might have a bad effect on other
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GRECN
ANARCHIST

19, Meagdalen Road,
Oxford, OX4 1RP.
Tel. Watford, 0923- 54041,

Subscriptions. £5.00. for
10 issues. £2. 50 for 5.

‘Overseas subscriptions: °
£6.00 for 10 issues.

Bulk orders.10 copies: £3.50.
Small Ads. 6p. per word.

Deadline. The copy date for
articles, letter, news, photos,
and small ads is the 10th of
the previous month.

Reality Now is a Canadian publicatio
dedicated to building a non-authoritarian
youth movement. We want to do more thar
!drink beer and organize lame demonstra-
tions of powerlessness, and your help is
iessential. Reality Now covers everything
from native struggles and political
prisoners to resistance movements world-
wide,and most importantly, hope. To see
this magazine for yourself, just send $2
(Am.) for issues #4 and #5, or subscribe
for 4 issues for only $6 (Am.) inter-
nationally or $5 (Cdn) in Canada. Write
soon and help make freedom a reality...

NOW ! " :
s emee |

Toronto Ont. Canada M5W 1P7 ?
'Green Anarchist' envelope stick-
ers: £1.25 incp+p for 100. '
Flyposters: 'Fradulent Cold War"',
'"The Triangle of Corruption’, |
'The Biggest Bastard', 'The Pyra-
mid of Exploitation’: £1. 40 for 10
Inc. p+p, or 20 varicus for £2. 00.
Green Anarchist badges, black on
green, 1': 10 for £1.70.

Back issues: 25p. Issues 1-10:
£1.90 the set.
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I'HE MYTH...main text from
'which class struggle''available

as a leaflet £1.20 per 100, mcpp

~contrary to what the big farming lobby tells us is

This was the title of an issue of Rude Health
published by the Kingston Clinic Edinburgh some
40 years ago. It is expanding even more stupidly.
There are several monsters that have to be res-
trained if there is tu be a world to revolutionise,
these monsters have to be dealt withby uniting
with all people who care. It may take quite drastic
action to deal with these matters, and we have to
convince sufficient numbers of people to act.

The first monster is the nuclear one with its civil
and military faces linked like siamese twins. Even

~in the absence of the Chernobyl disaster the

deposits of nuclear waste are gradually increasing
the radioactive content of the world and will
undoubtedly find its way into the food chain, the
article inside deals with this matter at length.

The second monster is the agricultural one with

its Bhopal like disasters, more obvious than the
insidious results of the nuclear monster that creeps
around unseen. The pollution that results from the
chemical farming industry, to water supplies, to
rivers and poisonous residues in our food, and

—

e~
"

a very expensive way of producing food.The cost
of it still has to be dealt with by the community.

There is the cost to the third world in terms of
monocropping for cashcrops and the restriction of
land for indigenous food suplies. The cash
received by the surrogate rulers to buy hardware
from the west, and sometimes from the east. Part
of this destruction is that of the tropical forests to
meet voracious developed world demand for
timber. '
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These are two of the heads of the hydra that comes
from the body of the market economy and its multi
-national consortiums that derive vast profit from
industrial farming and its food chain and from the
vast sum spent by the nuclear industry that 1s
poised like a daggar over the population of the
world and their children's children.
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‘Alan Albon
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On June 14th the Polytantric-inspired march
from London to Stonehenge arrived in Salis-
bury. People came from all directions until a
convoy of 57 vehicles joined the marchers.
After an attempt to leave the town in the direct-|
ion of Stonehenge, there was a ruour of a site
near Wilton and the procession blocked half of

many hold-ups, the hot sun and over-heating
vehicles, the procession was very peaceful and
highspirited. The biggest traffic problems the

local chief superintendent has experienced did- | «#f Bles
n't seem fq upset the local people who kept IS
waving and smiling. L.

»
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-------------
--------------
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The police thought that 'neutralising the convoy'|® M §
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would solve their problem. Not only was their |§ S8R §%

ooooooooooooooooo
..................
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----------------------
oooooooooooooooooooo

ban on eatry to Wiltshire broken, but the police B
conceded even further by providing a site. G 2R Wl
The Stonehenge festival has become an import-

ant focus for the freedom which is being taken
from us. June 14th was a demonstration about
freedom, a spontaneous expression of what the
participants want. Keep up the direct action. If
we don't go for it we won't get it!

Tristan.

Ry, e, o A R R B e mim ST
Large numbers of people, groups of hippies, bikers, an-
archists, pagans et al are at present gravitating toward
Stonehenge in preparation for the Midsummer Solstice.
The briefly dissolved Convoy, the buses and homes of its
travellers having been impounded by the police in the -
name of unroadworthyness were last seen walking to Glas- }
tonbury though will no doubt be closer to the stone circle §
by the 21st of this month.

After last year's monumental trashing of the bus people
executed with an animal grace by the police in full view of
TV news cameras, one would hope that such paramilitary
use of force on innocents will not resurface.

After the dawn raid this month on th convoy whilst encamp-
ed at Stonet Cross in the New forest in which their buses
got nicked, some of the travellers accepted DHSS travel
warrants, while others slept overnizht in a farmers {ield
in Horton. So somewhere in South West England a busless
convoy prepares for the Solstice at Stonehenge.

iour groups of Pagans walk toward |
the stones from places around
England, another group is walking
from London; and if its not raining
i'll probably get off my R's and be

there too. which the police will find increas-
Michael ingly difficult to control. As stated
—— L ) S s 11! 1€ 128t G, A, the periphery will

PAGANS JOIN THE CONVOQY,. give way to Anarchism first, and

: g - A 5 gradually the boundary will get
Pagans and other convoy iollowers  closer to London. The growth of
will want to join the convoy at

~ the convoy is the beginning of the
- Stonehenge. Pagans have opted . . .

i . end for those in power.
out of a christian hierarchical
Dave.

soclety and can identify with the
convoy as doing the same thing.
The growing convoy will,as the

years go by, take over the areas
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GREEN SECRETS

'Ecobores', a secret inner cabinet
has been uncovered in the Green
(Ecology) Party. It was unknown
even by party chairpeople. Includ-
ing Jonathan Porritt, Jonathan
Tyler and Paul Ekins, it repres-

—— . B A C11LS the political /pragmatic/ res-

pectable wing of Eco. Paul Ekins
has just sent out a secret paper to
20 more of the same ilk, advocat-
ing setting up a group called 'Main-
green' to'take over the party nat-
ional council, If that fails, it sugg-
ests setting up a new party. It
looks as though all this secretive-
ness is going to tear the party
apart. If the 'Ecobores' are expel-
led, they lose their stars like
Jonathan Porritt. If they are not,

they can no longer trust each
other at all.

-
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DUTCH @
CONF.

There was a very good attendance

SOUTH
AFRICA

The white government has lost

control of the black townships who
have thrown out the black councill-
ors, hostages to the white govern-

500,000 leftists were massacred in
1965. The USA. supported Indo-
nesia's annexation of West New
Guinea (now called Irian Java) in
1963 and its invasion and occupat-
ion of East Timor in 1975. 200,000
Timorese, a third of the populat
ion, have died in the last 10 years.

from '"The Southern Resister’

the oil price falls Russia loses
most of its foreign income sO
America has 3een putting pressure
on Saudi, Britain, and Norway

to increase uptake and so reduce
prices. In four months oil price s
have fallen from £30 a barrel to
£10, because of over production.
We stern governments rejoiced be-

at this International Conference,
though the number from Britain
was disappointing. There was a
sprinkling of German, Belgian,
French, Spanish and Italian com-
rades. There has been a meeting
every year since 1933 (except for
the war). The site was founded, it
seems, by anarchist war resisters
who were imprisoned for resisting
conscription. They knew of the No
More War movement that existed
in Britain before world war 2 and
from whom they received postcards
while in prison, my parents bel-
onged to this organisation and there
were many anarchists in it. Anti-
militarism is still a very live issue
in the European Anarchist move-
ment as conscription is a factor in
every young male European's life.

cause it cut inflation and by cutting

D)I(C D)X(C D)l(c D oil prices to Japan and Germany
would give them spending power to
increase jobs, ie. economic growth.
NA V AJOS - But America didn't notice how vul-
nerable its banks were. In Texas

banks have lent heavily to Mexico
and won't get their money back if

On July 7th 11000 Navajo Indians

are to be displaced from their res-

oil prices are low. They have also

invested in local oil wells which at
present low prices are losing

ervation on Big Mountain in Arizona

because coal, uranium and platinum

have been discovered there in large

money, and so is Alaskan oil. The
banks were already in deep trouble
quantities. The Senate has passed
a law PL93 5331 to evict the Indians

having lent to farmers to buy land
(Yet another instance of govern -

which has now dropped in value
ment law which has taken the land

again because of world overprod-

uction. With this drop in oil prices
they are going to be bankrupt.

from the peasants to be asset-strip-

ped) Big Mountain people are trad-

itionally half nomadic and matri- US .

1929 ? That was also preceded by
low world commodity prices.

archal. The women own the flocks S H E S

of sheep and are responsible for | ‘ ’w A R

the transition of property to the P '

next generation. Therefore the The 'Plowshares’ movement 1S a
a loosely organized group of pacif-

ists, mostly Christians, who en-

women have been in the front line
in the struggle against invasion b

ShiR 96 S gage in acts of civil disobedience
against the nuclear arms race.

the white man.
# 'European Big Mountain Day'on

P © . . 'Plowshares' actions, rooted in the
philosophy of non-violence, are

19th April is being co-ordinated
by Danish Friends of Big Mount-

Y 5 o~ characterized by the use of hamm-
ers on weapons components,in an

ain. c¢/o Christianshavns, Beboer-
hus, Dronningensgade 34, .

attempt, both symbolic and real, to
begin the process of disarmament.

ment. The initiative, lost by the
government, iS being taken at right-
wing grassroots level to suppress
black revolution. Local police are
arming and encouraging black vig-
ilante groups, composed of older
blacks, the 'fathers', who are in
danger of losing their power and
status to the young black revolut-
ionaries, 'the comrades'. The
fact that the government is now
having to rely on this illegal
activity to suppress the blacks
indicates how much their power is
weakening.

MC AUC IACO
GERMANY

Since Chernobyl the West German
peace movement has attracted new
and unlikely recruits. Wackersdort,
in Bavaria, once the stronghold of
the right-wing Hans Joseph Strauss,
has seen large demonstrations by
local people against the siting of a
nuclear power station in their loc-
ality. Despite attempts by 'The
Greens' to keep demonstrations
peaceful, elements known as
'chaotics' have provoked violent
clashes with the police. But the
chaotics are infiltrated by under-
cover police sent in to smear the
image of the German green/peace
movement., At a former demonstr-

throw them crumbs, it often does
more harm than good - being in-
vested in uncertain technology that
doesn't work to produce even more
cash crops to be sent abroad, the
real cause of the problem. They
don't need -our money and technol-
ogy, they need the land which our
multinationals stole from them to
grow cash crops for us. And if
things aren't rectified pretty soon,
there won't be any land left because
cash-cropping and the way it's
forcing peasants on to marginal
land (where they starve when
there's a drought) is causing dev-
astating ecological damage.

It's time to wise up - it's us that's
starving them. Stop salving your
conscience and start taking action.
So next time your conscience
starts to ache, don't put a copper
in a box (unless it's a wooden one)
put a brick through a window.

hope, will attract a larger cont-
ingent from the UK, as I am sure
these contacts make for more
realistic attitudes. There 1is,
among older anarchists, a preju-
dice against alcohol and tobacco,
arising from the days when it was
felt that boose mitigated against
change and caused many social
problems in Holland. What was
noticable was that there was some
reasonable compromise reached
in this connection and the absence
of the mess that is left in England
after such an occasion.

Alan Albon

'OCD)KCD)I(CDO‘
SPORT AID.

"It's up to them now. We've worked
and worked.... and we can no long-

In this respect we all went to Assen
to demonstrate outside a small jail
where a resister was being held.
The town hall attached to the prison
was graffitied as was the prison,

the television camera focussed on
the gate was pointed skywards by
someone who climbed a drainpipe.
A few bottles and stones were
thrown at the building, smoke
bgmbs and fireworks let off, there
was much noise, so the inmates
kiiew something was going on out-
side. The visitation was expected
at a much larger prison where the
pohce were waiting, leaving the
smaller jail without 'protection’.

1420 Copenhagen K. Denmark.

There have been 65 people arrested

er do any more." {Bob Geldorf at Paul. ation an instigator of violence was ; . .
Quite a lot of the meeting had Sport Ai}:i.) found to be a federal intellizence ;%8108 ;;ﬁ);vgga;‘fefh::gones Sllélc:;, g
English translations and most S ‘ agent from West Berlin. ’ : P OP

So the show is over;the imayes * ETHIOPIA now in US. prisons, serving sent-

people in Holland speak English,
so many usefull contacts were
made. Green Anarchist arranged

ences ranging from one to 18 years.
I'm one of those prisoners: I'm

fade from the screen and we can
all sit back in our cotton t-shirts

We knew coffee was discovered in
Ethiopia. What we didn't know was

) (00 (@) (@f®) (@)

an exchange with Le Monde Liber-
taire. There was an old Dutch
comrade who attended an Inter-
national Conference at the old
Malatesta Club in London in 1958.
The following subjects were dis-
cussed; Anarchism and feminism,
antimilitarism, ecology, and synd-
icalism. There was also a sym-
posium on strategy and organisa-

tion.

The ecology movement in Holland
is well organised and pretty aware,
and anarchists tend to work through
it although the De Raaf anarchist
group have issued an ecology spe-
cial.

The next meeting in Holland, I

with a nice cup of coffee content in
the knowledge we've done our bit -
no matter that half of Ethiopia's
farmland grows that coffee*, and
that Sudan is the world's largest

producer of cotton. No amount of
appeals to governments and the

UN. are going to help. The real
reasons for starvation lie with us,
the way we live, because we have
no land to grow our own crops.
The whole aid situation is farcical
- like Lady Bountiful giving out
soup to hungry peasants and

only reason she's got the soup to

that it is growing on half Ethiopia's
farmland. ""Only 11% of the total
land area of Ethiopia, according to
the UN Food and Agriculture Org-
anisation, is arable and suitable
for crop production. Since the
larger part is given over to grow-
ing coffee for export, the country's
44 million population is expected to
live off approximately 5% of the
land." ('"The Guardian').

~oCONCONC O

In the 40 years since World War
there have been 100 major wars in

give out is because she took it from hich 30 million men, women and

the peasants in the first place.
The Third World feeds us, not the

other way around and When we do

4

children have died. What nucliea:
peace?

T onmgm—

INDONESIA.,

The Pacific and Indian Oceans are
interlocking theatres in a global
stratezy. Indonesia is key country
because it controls the three vital
Straits, of Malacca, Makassar

and Wetar, between the two oceans.

The two latter are the only deep
water chalnnels for submarines.
The USA, has two large fleets in
these oceans.

Indonesia, though officially 'non-
aligned', is kept firmly in the Wes-
tern camp by American and Aust-
ralian diplomatic support and aid,
and by President Suharto's fear

of 'leftists’;

OIL PRICES
CRASH.,

It is quite likely that the U. S.
has contrived the fall in 0il prices
but now realiges its mistake , if

O

now serving an 8 year sentence for
entering the grounds of a Minute-
man missile silo in February 1985,
and striking the silo's concrete lid
with a 3-1b. hammer,.

On March 28, 1986, five people
entered the grounds of two missile
silos in Missouri and began, symb-
ollically, the disarmament process,
with hammers. This was the third
silo disarmament action in less
than two years. The trial of the
latest group will begin in Kansas
City on June 2.

Martin Holladay.

(He'd welcome correspondance to
03313-045/F.C.1. /Pembroke Stn./
Danbury, / CT 06801/ USA.



ANARCHISM, if it means anything at all, is trying to

remove coercive authority from human relationships.
To think that violence can be removed from a divided
society is an illusion. Just as it is an illusion to think
that a society will rise from the ashes of increasing

levels of violence. Anarchism cannot be enforced, by
its very nature. It will come as a result of increased

. respect for eachother and our common heritage, the
-earth. |

Ne have the spectacle of two armed terrorist organis-
itions in combat. They both have their peoples’ supp-
yrt. Their people are both the participants and the
victims. They all misuse the resources of the earth
ind space to carry out acts of legal and illegal terror-
ism, But in order to awaken consciousness it is nec-
>ssary to try to remove the physical barriers that
orotect the insane use of resouces for destruction.

There have been attempts to remove the state terror-
.sts by organised violence; historically it has resulted
n a less libertarian society, not the opposite. The sac
‘act is that the use of violence against fellow humans
‘1as generally resulted in a more divided society. It
mnay be necessary to use violence against other hum-
ans in self-defence but this has nothing to do with
anarchism, where we have to create a self-responsible

pro+life, anti-violent consc1ousness necessary in a

THE VIOLENT
SOdeTV<aen!

society of free co-operative individuals and fostering
violent attitudes is not going to do this. This is not to
say that we do not resist by every means possible to
not only dismantle the physical barriers that protect
the misuse of common property, but also the barriers
that exist in the mind that enable the present state of
affairs to go on. This happened in a very restricted
way in the Philippines where they rose, as Shelley
said, ''in unvanquishable numbers, you are many, they
are few."

For the violence is not directed against the few that
control the existing state of affairs, but the many
against the many. One of the more encouraging feat-
ures of the present sistuation is that those in positions
of power have induced the scientists, technicians and
workers to create such an efficient means of destruct-
ion that they themselves may be engulfed in this orgy
of self-destruction.

On another level the techniques of resource exploitat-
ion have reached such a stage that it is even alarming
the exploiters. We have to invade.our common prop-

erty in order to protect it, and we have to persuade

pecple in sufficient numbers that it is necessary for
survival to do so.

Alan Albon.

RERIEREINEDICRIE>

TO MANY ANARCHISTS, I suspect, 'nationalism’ is
something to be shirked at all costs. I can appreciate
that, understanding that nation-state nationalism is
cleverly utilised to draw the masses behind the ruling
class. It is my opinion, though, that there are gener-
ally two rather different types of nationalism on the
British mainland and that it is important not to lump
them both together as essentially.the same thing.

The last two decades in Scotland have witnessed the

growth of a fairly significant Scottish nationalist
movement. As well as Scotland there have been var-

ious degrees of nationalist agitation in Wales, Corn-
wall and the Isle of Man. Scotland and England

became one state in 1707 but due to a number of fact-
ors many Scots still retain a strong sense of separ-
ate nationhood, not discouraged by some attitudes
emanating from south of the border. During centuries
of Scottish 'Independence’, the conquest of Scotland
was always a prime objective of English foreign pol-

6

- ANARCHISM AND
NATIONALISM

icy - a point of great importance.

In the early 14th century, for instance, Edward I of
England, Hammer of the Scots, occupied Scotland
but was resisted by men like William Wallace, the
great Scottish patriot. In 1305 at London's Smith-
field Wallace was Hanged , Drawn and Emasculated,
his entrails burnt before his dying eyes. The Romans
also failed to conquer Scotland, ""being forced ultim-
ately to build two walls across-country to keep out
the most pugnacious little men on their most extreme

~ northern frontier'.

What relevance, then, has all this to anarchism or the

present day? The famous Red Clydesider, John Mac-
lean, wrote that '""Scottish separation is part of the
process of British imperial disintegration’
ley, in 1967, wrote that ''the whell of British imper-
ialism has now come full circle. The English world-
empire, .... now ends where it began. For such is

' F.A.Rid-

.’

[

the fundamental underlying significance of the reviv-
al of Welsh and Scottish nationalism."

Scotland is now integral to NATO offensive nuclear
stategy and 1s being increasingly militarised. If the
Break-up of Britain is bad news for the Yankee war-
dogs and their poodles, our own domestic ruling class
masters, then perhaps such a prospect is good news
for us, the Common People.

As well as murmurings of discontent on the 'Celtic'
periphery of mainland Britain, there are emerging
squeaks of protest on the remote islands. There are
separatist stirrings on the Orkney and Shetlands, off
the north tip of Scotland. Not Green Anarchism per-
haps - the politics of the future if we are to survive -

but certainly I think it is a welcome step in the right

direction. There is a massive abundance of sparsely
populated land in the Scottish Highlands and Islands,
being almost in the total preserve of aristocrats, the
military and fat, wealthy landlords. In the Scottish
north there is plenty of beautiful scenery, though
much is rough, rocky and mountainous terrain - per-

haps future no-go areas for the octopus-feelers of the
centralist state?

In September 1983 Scottish Republican political pris-
oner Matt Lygate was freed after 12 years incarcer-
ation in Scottish prisons for poitically motivated
bank robbery. On his release he commented, ""When

you oppose the state, it is worse than murder' - a
truth that radicals of all hues should bear in mind.

Alasdair Ru'ssell,

AFTER CHERNOBYL

THE RECENT NUCLEAR DISASTER at Chernobyl is
a warning that present nuclear programmes constitute
a serious threat. Government policies of secrecy have

- inevitably led to a worldwide crisis of confidence.

Whilst saying that the public lack experise in this area
politicians give extremely naive comments which only
serve to increase distrust. This led me, as a well
qualified scientist, to prepare this brief survey of this
vital problem.

SOME BASIC FACTS: Nuclear fallout is international
and does not respect national boundaries. The princ-
iples and problems of nuclear energy are identical in
all countries altheugh some recent commentators have
implied that British neutrons are nicer than Russian.

Chain reactions rapidly increase in rate and readily go
out of control; in nuclear fission there is an enormous
potential release of energy. The useful release of part
of this energy involves an exceedingly delicate balanc-
ing act. All the materials used are subjected to severe
stress and corrosion. There is no reliable method of
estimating the safety of such a process. The 'calcul-
ations' often quoted by the industry imply a much
higher performance than I have ever observed and
have now been shown by experiment to be of no value.

The fission products are an enormous biological
hazard. There has been an astonishing official reluct-
ance to investigate these hazards. Official estimates
of casualties are certainly too low and neglect entire-
ly most of the harmful effects of radiation exposure.

My own research has shown that Phospheryl-ester
bonds are particularly sensitive to ionising radiation.
These bonds are vital for the integrity of genetic
information and for most, if not all, life processes
including the nervous and immune systems. The pot-
ential long-term effects give cause for great concern.

WHAY NUCLEAR POWER? We should enquire whether
such hazardous processes are needed for energy
supply when there are several alternative energy
sources which can be developed without these major

problems and there is much scope for greater conserv-

ation.

When studying or using hazardous chemicals it is good
practice to use small quantities and isolate them from
other hazards and from the ponulace. The effect of

‘containment' 1s often to produce a bigger bang.

Incred-
- W.I. Lenin:

ibly, at the behest of a highly centralised and bureau-

- ¢cratic electrlclty supply industries, extremely large

nuclear plants have been placed close to populated
areas, posing a threat to people and governments,

As the dangers were known, the only possible conclus-
ion is that the desice for nuclear plants for -plutonium
for bombs was greater than common sense.

FUTURE POLICIES. All proposed developments such
as at Sizewell and Dounreay should be cancelled now.

EXxisting nuclear power stations (including the expens-
ive failiure at Dungerness) should be operated at low-
er temperatures and closed as soon as possible.

All information about nuclear energy should be read-
ily available to the public.

EXxisting nuclear waste should not be deposited into
the sea, rivers or water-bearing structures. A major
investigation into the health aspects for all living
species should be started and would necessarily take
several years, This would then enable the best pro-
cedures for disposing of existing nuclear

waste to be developed.

Norman.

"Communism = Soviets
power . electrification.''.




amongst the Nottingham Anarchist group seemed to
cause some discomfort but it was pointed out that
Nottingham had found facilitation and minutes neces-
sary. Many other groups were smaller and had arisen
out of single issue campaigns such as the CND move-
ment or the animal rights issue which made for a
high level of cohesion. The diverse interests of the
group in Nottingham had called for a facilitator; the
position was rotational and new people could be inv-
olved in this way if they wished.

*
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The role of the facilitator was also discussed and the
'elitist’ and unfriendly attitude of some anarchist
groups where anarchism has become more of a social
scene than political activity.

£1-

i , | oo e e L | Workshop was held on 'Stonehenge’, looking at what
ON THE 15th and 16th of March this year an anarchist The never-ending debate reared its ugly head and a

happened last year and how to get the necessary supp-

conference was held in Nottingham, mainly with the
1dea of getting together anarchist groups in the Mid-
lands. The idea of a Midlands network was raised at
the conference, not with the idea of thrashing out any
particular aims and objectives, but simply to form
links as the anarchist movement is so small and diff-
use at the moment. There has been a general feeling
in the anarchist movement that there is a need for
more organisation, which was reflected in the respon-
se, about 200 people turned up over the two days.
Apart from the network meeting there were workshops
organised and space left for 'spontaneous' workshops
which took the total number of workshops to about 16
over the whole weekend.

’/// ’.‘ e

A 'What is Anarchism?' workshop was held in which
no one actually sat down and gave a hard and fast
definition but one did emerge during the course of the
discussion. It was generally agreed that anarchism
involved decentralisation (local autonomy), no state
or government, the creation and the accountability of
representatives or delegates in possibly rotational
positions.

There was disagreement about specifics; some people
seemed to think that to thrash out particular aims and
principles would mean that the anarchist movement
would degenerate into the petty bickerings of the Ultra
Left, the trot groups, but at the same time the constant
searching for common ground that seems to occur
amongst anarchists results in a liberal compromise
which merely skirts the issues.

It was observed that anarchism is often more of a gut
reaction against the state than a viable political alter-
native. Collectives and co-ops were discussed and
were seen by some as involving too many contradict-
ions with a capitalist economy to ever pose a real
solution.

workshop was held on the subject of 'Violence vs.
Non-violence'. Most people believed that for a revol-
ution to be successful violence would have to be used
in the course of a struggle. It was thought that it would
ne difficult to persuade those who hold power to give
it up without some form of violent confrontation, no
matter how many people were on your side. A distinc-
tion was drawn between the violence of the state, used
to enforce its power and the violence used by people
in the course of a struggle. On a more basic level,
the violence that is part of our everyday lives was

raised and the discussion centred around individual
violence and what could be defined as 'violent'. Women
and blacks have to deal with the violence directed
against them and self-defence cannot be seen as viol-
ent. It was pointed out that violence is not always the
answer since much individual violence 1S not physical
but psychological.

‘In the 'Industrial Struggles' worksho'p it was streséed

that anarchists must be directly involved with workers
struggles. Many anarchists are unemployed yet do
little work amongst the unemployed and no resistance
has been organised against the Fowler bill. Anarchists
must make the links between the employed and the
unemployed and be involved because ultimately people
cannot be convinced by ratioal argument and will only
achieve any consciousness and the fall of the system
through the course of struggle. There was a discuss-
icn between the DAM speaker and a member of 'Wild
cat' about the subject of trade union involvement.
Should anarchists involve themselves with the day-to-
day union bureaucracy? Most thought that within a
workplace union involvement was inevitable as the
unions have the skills and experience that workers
need; yet the role of the unions is often reactionary
and serves to defeat workers struggles. However
workers can break free of union bureaucracy and take
effective action; the 'Hit Sqads' in the miners' strike
and the Rank and File movement were mentioned.
Whether the method is to work with unions or encour-
age action outside of them, it was agreed that anarch-
ists must disciss and be involved in workers strug-

gles. Though many strikes may not seem to be partic-
ularly 'revolutionary' in nature, the point is that

through the course of struggle, workers become aware
and demands progress beyond the initial call for the

preservation of jobs or differentials.

8

ort this year. There was a review of the police tact-

ics and a reminder of the arrests, beatings and police
violence. This year a spring equinox meeting is plan-
ned to attract and inform locals about what 1s happen-
ing and why. Tactics were discussed, how to succeed
this year against a highly organised police force pre-
pared with plastic bullets and all.

The most important thing is to get people down there,

an advertising campaign is needed and any ideas for
posters/stickers etc. would be useful. People should
come prepared and the date to be there is June 1st. It
would be great if people could be persuaded to go to
Stonehenge instead of Glastonbury and bring any equip-
ment such as CBs etc. that might be useful. For more
details contact London or locally - Box ASS, 39, Cook=-
ridge St, Leeds, LS2 3AW,

X '."0‘ ....

........

8 (% & b
;.§\\\\\\¢57,(f R At

R\

‘Wﬁdm , ' ’.* . Al z" >y / h : Y " /A\ Rl , 4& §

Al
i ' L ‘ \‘.. ‘\»‘\ ’ \\“:: -
’ I ‘ N -. .y \‘ \ p , / PR 4 \\
i /| Y TR AR Mz N
‘ I .(l ! i ‘/ v‘ . .; - S ’ I ’:\ .I:;I\“\Q:".‘ \“\::\%4! —. " ~ r \.\

'3 .—: & iy (5 /(/ﬁ '

L0 ”//&JLW

AL
.\".. P

Some rather unusual ideas of Anarchism were raised
during the 'Ecology' workshop. A speaker from 'Green
Anarchist' had the view that the revolution would start
from the edges of the urban areas, from the jungles of
the Third world where government has little control.
Technology must be controlled, taken out of the hands
of Government and capital. It was also discussed that
food supply would be interrupted by a revolution and
how to supply ourselves with enough food. There seem-
ed to emerge a view of revolution that involved no-go
areas; anarchists would have to learn to supply them-
selves with food and learn about water supply and sew-
erage; it was suggested that the hills and the countryside
would be the areas of struggle with the government
controlling the towns and cities. Interesting.

A 'Group Dynamics' workshop was held to discuss the
methods of organisation used by anarchists and the
implications of this method in terms of effectiveness.
Anarchist groups very rarely have any 'offical’ struct-
ure and are non-hierarchical, yet there is usually a
group or an individual who does most of the talking.
The problem was not seen so much as these individuals
dominating as encouraging the involvement of others

in the group to prevent their domination.

Some possible solutions were seen in the rotation of
positions and the allocation of jobs to less involved
members of the group. Information and skills should
oe shared amonst the group. The level of organisation
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There were many other workshops over the weekend,
including; women, a men's workshop, class and an art
workshop with the suggestion of a weekend of work-
shops on art centred around the practical aspects.
The Midlands Network is now in operation and produc-
es a newsletter (for more info - Box A, Mushroom,
Heathcote St. Nottingham.) Perhaps what emerged

out of the weekend was the need for more discussion
about ideas. The anarchist movement is smail and
fragmented and tends to have an individualistic app-
roach. Perhaps we should be attempting to generalise
from our personal experience and daring to disagree.
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'WHICH CLASS STRUGGLE ?

-

The publication of 'Class War's' Aims and Principles has clarified the different economic analysis between 'Green Anarchist' and

the other anarchist macs and papers.

3.7he primary division in the capitalist
svstem is a class divisionjbetween the

working class and the ruling

1ts allies.We accept that the exact divid-
~ing lines are difficult to detine and are

(FASSOWAR

subject to change,

IF WE LOOK at the urban society in Britain, it is poss-
ible to say that the primary division of class is between
the working class and its ruling class. But to base the
struggle for liberation on such a narrow world-view is
asking for trouble. If the 'working class' struggle did
succeed, the oppression would continue as long as
urban /industrial culture continued. To feed a city you
have to exploit those who grow the food, and exploit the
land on which the food is grown. By holding on to the
industrial 'working class' ethic you will continue to be
guilty of the same crimes 0f exploitation and oppress-
ion committed by the bosses.

So ‘'what is this 'working class' that we're so proud of?
"With the clearances and enclosure acts the ruling class
forced the peasants off the land. Having no land, the
peasants could no longer grow their own food. In the
early seventeenth century "'much of the expanding int-
ernal demand for food and manufactured goods came
from the landless wage labourers, who though absol-
utely poorer had to purchase more because they no
longer produced for themselves.' (C. Hill 1980). With
the rise of industry the peasants became enslaved in
the factories built and owned by the ruling class. As a
result the ruling class created the 'working class' for
its own benefit. Totally dependent on the ruling class
for its subsistence, the 'working class' is nothing-
more than bonded labour, bonded - by trick or treat -
to the continued exploitation of the world's resources,
and the continued oppression of the Third World
peasants. -

Hanging onto 'working ciass' is hanging onto the bosses
coat-tails. Nobody will take the cry for liberation
seriously until it is the cry for the peasants, and the

!

class and

THE MYTH is that workers/
artisans make tools etc. for the

peasants in exchange for food (soc-
ialist and capitalist economic

‘theory). The reality is that the rul-
ing class expropriates the food from

the peasants, and the 'workers' make

baubles for the ruling class in ex-
change for that food. So the workers

depend for their subsistence on a
strong ruling class.

There are two opposing classes
indeed. They are the rulers with
the 'workers' against the peasants.
The 'workers' have always colluded
with the rulers in the exploitation
of the peasants. And they always
will, or starve. To support the
'workers' in an urban society is to

support the exploitation of the
Third World.

The ruling class eXprpriates the food
from the peasants, and the 'workers’
make baubles for the ruling class in

exchange for that food. So the 'workers'
depend for their subsistence on a
strong ruling class,

- GRE&eRcHIST

women, and the children of the world, and a cry for
the land.

If the peasants in the Third World revolted, we,.in
our over-developed western culture, would simply
starve. The 'working class' are paid to make the
weapons for the bosses. The bosses point those weap-
ons at the Third World, and we steal their food and
their resources. As much as 110 million acres of
Third World land grows crops exported to rich count-
ries like ours. '""Under Somoza, the area of Nicaraguan
land growing export crops was 22 times that growing
food for Nicaraguans, while 60% of the children suffer-
ed from malnutrition.' (Collins. 1982).

When you talk of removing the 'ruling class' do you
also mean to remove their weapons of Third World
exploitation? Will vou choose to starve, or continue

to exploit them ? Somewhere along the line you will
have to consider where your food will come from.
Turning swords into ploughshares will no longer be a
mere romantic gesture but a dire necessity. No more
oppression means no more Third World food, no more
Third World resources for fertilizer and industry.
'Working class' will cease to mean anything because
we will be, once again, peasants in search of the means
to produce for ourselves.

This is the germ of a new economics. Conventional
economic theory says that towns and cities are a natural
result of wealth creation from which everyone benefits.
If the peasants, the great majority are made poorer,
there's nothing natural about it at all. We have to start

looking for different reasons for technology and urban-
isation,

MCIMCDo



from. behind the murky mess of heaven and sread the
bizarre abstract collage across the dismal bleak
earth until the ground's dusky shades turned crimson
and purple.

The gloomy light tinted violet for a moment the dried
blood on Karen's rifle butt, flickering across the
stock to flirt with the hazy reflection of the sky along
the dull sheen of the grief-blue barrel. The weapon
lay where she dropped it after striking the old lady.
It had been do or die - the crazy woman had charged
her waving some Kkind of cleaver all set to kill Karen.
The action and its delivery had been easy, shere self-
defence. One blow from the butt had knocked the hag
to the ground. She lay still for a few moments. Then
on shaky legs rose up, blood streaming from some-
where in her grey straw-like hair. For a moment she
stared at the green sentinel, then uttered something
in a foreign tongue before turning, arms at her side,
cleaver loosely gripped, and walkec away across the
rocky terrain of the shoreline cliffs into the tall dense
flora that rolled in the wind, a moving umber shadow
in the distance that swallowed up the figure. Never
once had the woman raised a hand to cover the wound.

Thinking back, Karen didn't even remember if the old
lady had cried out in pain. There had been the sound
of the wind, the thud of the blow and that sky every-
where, hanging. Yes hanging. Karen thought that a

i good word; a strangled sky was better,like the Earth
i being slowly asphyxiated. Now she sat on coid rocks,

her eyes and mind locked to that sky, seeing it ever-
increasingly as a surrealistic and symbolic mould,
the image like a gangrenous wound.

The guns of the 'Picaroon' brought her round from the

morbid gaze to turn and look out to sea, just that sky.
The boom of her ship's low calibre deck gun and the
chatter of the 'Picaroon''s heavy machine guns
brought back the reasons why she stood guard on this
frozen crag somewhere in the northern world. Below,
in the natural harbour, lay her charge, the whale and
it's calf. She didn't even know what kind of whales
they were but they had fought for them across the sea,
through gales, fighting off everything from small fish-
ing trawlers to armed whalers and naval frigates, even
a helicopter had once tried to harpoon the giant mam-
mals and now the whales had taken shelter in a deep
water cove of this forsaken island. Its people cculd be

Icelandic, Scottish, maybe Irish: she could be in the
Faroes or Greenland. They were more than likely
Scandinavians, maybe even Russians. Who knew where
one was in a world at war, especially if you belonged
t6'the Green Sentinels. Everyone on this hungry plan-
et would kill you to get meat. Down in that cove could
be the very last two whales in all the oceans, but
starving humanity wouldn't care. They were food.

Karen remembered things in an easier, more peaceful

“time, when her parents had taken her on a march to

picket the International Whaling Commission. When
had that been, 19807? '81? She was a little girl flying a
whale-shaped ballon and wearing a 'SAVE THE
WHALE' t-shirt. That was a very long time ago, a
day out in a festival atmosphere. But as she grew old-
er, she realised the reasons behind those marches
more clearly. In time she had joined the Green Sent-
inels, a cherished adult dream come true. Gone were
the days of rattling collection tins, selling raffle tick-
ets and taking part in sponsored walks - now she was
part of the teeth. Then the world was beginning to see

that conservationists were not all students and people

normally dismissed as cranks and weirdos. Millions
began to realise that if one part of nature collapsed,
then in the end the whole would fall. But there was
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still plenty to do. She sailed on the unarmed
'Picaroon' against seal and whale hunters.

They came so near to winning, so near. Then came
war, but the grand holocaust never materialised.
Armies met, cities burned. Yes, there was nuclear
war but this played only a small part in the four year
struggle that was to come. Whole nations had been er-
adicated, once fetile lands laid waste, the seas polluted,
vet million survived, hungry, starving hungry. The
cause of the war was gone, forgotten. Now nation
fought nation for food. The Green Sentinels survived
and stuggled to save some of the sea species from

the madness of a ravenous mankind. If they hunted
creatures to extinction then man could not survive.

Now Karen was all that stood between the whales and
the occupants of this island. Would she Kkill to save an
animal? Could she kill? On board the 'Picaroon’ with
its guns blazing at other ships, the action was no more
than noise andgunflashes. NO-one on board had ever
been hit; they'd never sunk another ship, never seen a
body fall into the sea. It had always been 'scare off
the smaller craft and deter others', but now here on
this headland she faced other human beings, famishec
creatures of her own species. Could she denyv them
the feast of two whales? Could she see the hunger in
children's eyes and not be moved?

Out there in that subfusc mire of sea and sky other
men and women fought and were perhaps unknowingly
killing. Could Karen murder men {or the sake of a
couple of sea mammals, creatures that didn't even
look like people?

The last six months had worn her down. Once she had
been a pure Vegetarian; now she ate fish. There was
no choice - fish or starve. The luxury of fresh fruit
and vegetables was a thing of the past. Green Sentin-
els had no country, were unwelcome everywhere but
for a few neutral ports, rebels witholding sources of
food from fellow beings. This struggling life had
drained her mental resources. They had landed in
many countries and seen the carnage of man against
man, man against animals, forest, all nature. Per-
haps man was becoming extinct, the Earth ridding it-
self at long last of us, as it had with the dinosaurs,
cleansing itself of the human parasite so to heal the
wounds of mankind's disastrous rule.

Out at sea the fighting sounded fiercer. The 'Picar-
oon' had come across some formidable opponent,
judging by the harsh exchange of gunfire, perhaps a
frigate or heavily armed patrol craft. Man now

pitted his once mighty war machines against the anim-

als. Karen had in her past witnessed with horror jet

fichters bomb and machine gun a school of .whales. A
loud explosion cut at sea made her start to her feet
and stare out into the murk. There was a silence, a
silence that went on for a very long time, time when
she became transfixed. The call of a whale brought
her back to lfe, a lonely figure in a shabby, torn parka
coat, the remnants of a Green Sentinel shoulder

patch fluttering in the wind, hanging on to the coat by
mere stitches, her long hair blown into a wild tangle,
the gun gripped in tense hands and pointing down into
the dark cove at the whales. She shouted to them to
shut up whining otherwise everyone would know they
were there. But they already knew the whales were
there. First the children had come with long pointed
poles; a few shots in the air had scared them off.
Then there had been that mad old woman. Now Karen,
holding a gun she didn't remember picking up, believ-
ed herself marooned and ailone. The explosion was
undoubtedly the 'Picaroon’ blowing up. Whatever ,

- caused it now waited out there for the whales to leave,

or had Karen's ship rammed the enemy, sacrificing
the whole crew for a couple of overgrown fish. Tears
were welling up in her eyes; her whole body trembled
with fear, grief and despair.

A noise, carried on the wind, made her spin round to
face iniand and there, on the line where the sky met
the land, stood a group of people, some holding flam
ing torches. Ther must have been about eight of them.
Karen counted them as eight when they stretched out
in half a circle and started to walk towards her.
These, she guessed, were the younger, stronger adults
of whatever community the Green Sentinels had stum-
bled upon.

The tears cleared from Karen's eyes. Inside she felt
more relaxed, yet her emotions were hardening. If
the 'Picaroon' was gone, then she would have to sur-
vive alone. She could join these people, go down to
the cove with them, shoot the whales. A gun would be
worth 'something on a remote island like this. People
came first after all. Why should she protect a load
of blubber ? '

The whys crammed into her head as they advanced
with clubs, knives and rakes. Given half a chance they
would tear her to bits to survive; yet there were too
many of them, far too many. These creatures called
humans were late comers - last in, first out. Nature

didn't need them. They had done nothing for planet
Earth, nothing.

Karen took up a kneeling position and raised the rifle,
releasing the safety catch and aimed.....

Stephen Loveless.
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THE FUTURE IS THE RESULT of our present cir- 'economic growth'; such a culture demands an ever- bilh 1

cumstances and how we deal with them. To ignore the increasing consumption of world resources and because
present crises that face the world is simply tempting most of these resources are unreplenishable, this
Armageddon, however beautiful the Utopian dream path will one day meet a very big brick wall. It has
might be. So when we come to consider 'Utopia' there been estimated that even if there is no further increase
are certain inevitable circumstances that we will have in the rate of consumption, oil resources are unlikely
to take into account. to last beyond 2050 (E. F. Trainer '85), only 64 years

Living in the late 20th century, a time of ecological away. And as oll and gas dwindle, the coal-use rate
and social crisis, the hopes and dreams of the indust- V1l rise dramatically, bringing the predicted date of
rial age have failed to provide us with Utopia. Blinded ‘coal exhaustion to 2038 (Bohns '75). Electricity makes

by the 1illusions of economic growth, production and Y qnly 3% of world energy consumption, So it becomes
expansion, bombarded by images of increasing milit- ‘obvious that both the nuclear power and the alternative

ary tension, third world starvation, and continuous POV S S PR 1168 (sun, wind etc.) will fail.to IS i
political rhetoric, it is difficult to feel any hope for an industrial culture. Based on the predicted dates of

the future. However valid it is to sit and dream of the S ouron Of 01l 2nd coal, We can Sa ey say that the
1deal society, we must not forget the urgently pressing industrial culture has a lifetime of 60-10-years.

problems facing us today. Our affluent Industrial
Culture is leading us rapidly to doom. We must apply
the brakes now and change the course of Western
Culture.

home-produced food - food grown without imported
fertilizer (because there won't be any). As far as
energy goes, if alternative methods of production are
considered (and taken seriously) there should be
""quite sufficient to provide all people with perfectly
adequate material living standards.'" (E.F.Trainer)

As the divide becomes wider, the increased tension -
poth nationally and internationally - is almost certain
to lead to bloodshed. If nothing is done to check this
divide, the likely military confrontation could deny us
all a future.

If we are to apply the brakes and prepare for a future
which contains some hope, we must begin now. Within

the next 60-70 years - the lifetime o1 one generation -
we must totally reorganise our lifestyles, cultural
values and levels of consumption. If we fail to change,
the best we can look forward to giving our children 1is
a poverty and disease-ridden dark age.

If we want a future, what we now call the 'Alternatives'
must be accepted as 'The Only Way'. Only by encour-

aging a process of de-industrialisation and an increas-
ed emphasis on natural energy production can we hope
to defuse the inevitable world crisis that faces indust-
rial culture.

The Industrial Age has ''the past in its pocket and the
future in its grip''. If we accept economic growth, we
also accept Armageddon. If we dream of Utopia, we
must smash the illusions of industrial culture and
free ourselves from its grip 2ow. Now, for tomorrow
may e too late.

So what are the changes we must expect? The most
important change, based on the fact that industrial
culture will collapse, is to break the illusions that we
live under. There will be no more employment in
industry. No more wages to spend on luxury items.
No more production of frivolous luxury goods. We will
become far more reliant, if not totally dependent on

If the present process of economic growth and industry
continues, the prices of coal, oil and other natural
resources will rise rapidly as they become scarce.
Such a price rise will increase competition for res-

QOur present culture is based on the slippery slope of
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THE OVER-CROWDED, STIFLING, DENSELY-
populated urban areas, ie. the concept known us the
'big city', is a concept which in the end we will need
to abandon. These 'cities' breed the desperation and
frustration which leads to the vast majority of the
violence, burglary and other such actions which are
labelled as 'criminal activity'. I sincerely believe
that people can only be adversely affected by living in

conditions like those that exist in our inner-city areas.

When people are born into conditions of extreme lack

and desperation, when they are forced to live in boxes

one stacked on top of another and have no space to
develop themselves, when they are brought up In
circumstances where life is nothing more than a con-
stant struggle for survival, an existance which 1s en-
dured as opposed to a life which is meaningful, fulfil-
ing and unique, and when people see no way out for
themselves to escipe from those circumstances, how

can we pretend to be surprised when people no longer

see life as being all that valuable and worthy of res-
pect? Inside of those circumstances survival is the
only reality which people are often times able to see;

and in a world where the value of life has been reduced

'to a mere existence, the aforementioned acts of viol-

ence and aggression against others become simply a
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ources driving a wedge between the rich and the poor.

means to that survival in the eyes of that individual.

- What this leads me to believe is that ''the violent nat-

ure of humans', which is the primary argument again-
st the establishment of an anarchistic society, is the

- result of the current condition of the world, and not the

result of some "inherent evil'" within the nature of
humans. For a further example, just look at the crime
rate of any major city. The committing of 'violent
crimes' are common, everyday occurrences. Now
compare that with the crime rate of a typical small
town. Here, such occurences are extremely rare; not

just in overall numbers, but on a percentage to pop-
ulation basis as well.

For these reasons I believe that if the human race is
going to continue to exist, then there must be a return
to smaller, self-sufficient, autonomous towns and
communities at some stage. (If we stay on the course
which 1s being taken at the moment, eventual ecologic-
al collapse and ultimately mass-destruction of life on
this planet is inevitable.) In such communities it
would indeed be possible to have a society where
people lived and worked together on a completely vol-
untary, co-operational basis. People could exchange

Tristan.
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thei goods with each other on a basis of need, 1e. if
Jane grows wheat and John grows corn, Jane would
exchange a few bushels of wheat for some corn from
John. Most of life's needs could be grown, made etc.
by people working in their own groups, or together
with others when the need arose, say of such items
as plumbing, electricity, roads and so on. For those
items which would be made in a factory sort of envir-
onment, the factories could be run co-operatively by
all of the workers of that particular plant, where dec-
isions would be made on a consensus basis. (During
those instances when a consensus decision isn't
reached, a vote could then be agreed to. And if it was
necessary, voluntarily agreed-to coalitions would be
formed to protect the community from attacks from
wit hout, because after total freedom had finally been
achieved, people wouldn't be willing to let it be taken
away.

How we get from the society we live innow to a better
society would primarily be a process of educating
people via various means about these ideas, people
living their lives in accordanee with their ideas as
much as it's possible under the existing circumstanc-
es, people resisting and opposing the current system/

death machine in their actions and, in the process of
all this, getting their ideas supported by others. When
and if the time comes that the government was no
longer popularly supported, and the government still
insisted on forcing their will upon others, then a final
insurrection to end the government's use of force over.
others could be necessary, but there is no way for us
at this.point of time to be able to know whether or not
such would be the case. Indeed it would be a de cision
for those faced with that situation to make.

We strive to create a world society which has as its
cornerstones love and co-operation, a society which
provides for the needs of all, not for the greeds of a
few. A world where all co-ercive institutions are a
thing of the past, a world where all will be free to
think, act, speak and love as they choose as long as
they don't infringe upon somebody else's right to do
the same in the process. What we are asking for is
total freedom, nothing more and nothing less.

Steve.
(First puplished in 'Existential Rage')

15




THE RECORDING OF HISTORY has a way of playing
strange tricks. Everyone Knows that Marx and Eng-
els wrote 'The Communist Manifesto’' in 1848, and

what a great impact it had on the history of the world. .

What people don't realise is that its publication pass-
ed virtually unnoticed among their contemporaries.

Hardly anyone read the tracts of Karl Marx when

they came out, though his diatribes against anarchists

still get published. In contrast anarchist newspapers
and tracts flourished in the 19th century. Proudhon's
paper, 'The People’, had a circulation of around

seventy thousand, more than most national newspapers.

And some anarchists were well-known national figures,

though their work has long been forgotten. One such
figure was Elisée Reclus.

In his day he had an international reputation as a
geographer and scholar. He was also, along with Kro-
potkin, one of the chief architects of anarchist comm-
unism, the theory of anarchism which emerged in the

late 1870s among members of the Jura Federation in
Switzerland.

Elisee Reclus was born in 1830 in a small village in
SW. France. He was the son of a pastor and began
his career, like his elder brother and life-long friend
Elie (who became a famous anthropologist), as a stu-
dent of theology. But he soon came to reject Christ-
ianity - though not the Christian ethic - and in 1851
registered as a student at the University of Berlin.
Here he came under the influence of Carl Ritter, who
encouraged his interests in geography. In the next
few years Reclus travelled widely, working as a tutor
on a plantation near New Orleans, as well as in Col-
umbia., He returned to France in 1857, and the follow-
ing year married Clarissa Brian, whose mother was

Senegalese. Joining the Paris section of the Internat- alist, he was critical of Proudhon's mutualism, feeling

. that the individual peasant production necessarily bol-

ional Working Men's Association, Reclus came to
meet both Marx and Bakunin in the late 1860s, leaving
a favourable impression upon both. After the death of
his first wife, Reclus married an English schoolteach-
er, Fanny 1'Herminez, but she died in childbirth four
years later, a personal tragedy from which Reclus
never fully recovered. Caught up in the Paris Comm-
une of 1871 and in the defence of the French Republic,
Reclus was imprisoned for almost a year, and sentenc-
ed for deportation to New Caledonia. But having re-
cently published a major work in geography, 'La
Terre', (The Earth) (*868-9), friends and scholars
petitioned the government, and the penalty was comm-
uted to exile. In 1872 he therefore moved to Switzer-

land to continue his scholarly work and his anarchist
activities. For the next 30 years Reclus combined

scholarship with revolutionary propaganda and activity. o

He died in Brussels in 1905, aged 75, widely revered
as a saintly scholar and anarchist.

Reclus’ social and political views were mainly incorp-

orated into his encyclopeadic work on human geography:
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AN ANARCHIST CLASSIC BY:

RECLUS

A vegetarian, a pioneer ecologist, a supporter of women's rights.
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'"The New Universal Geography', nineteen volumes of
which were published between 1876 and 1894. But in
addition, throughout his life Reclus wrote many articles
and tracts in which he presented his anarchist ideas.
Some of these were published in English, including
'Evolution and Revolution'(1880), 'An Anarchist on
Anarchy' (1884) and the 'Progress of Mankind'(1896).
What emerges from these writings is a conception of

anarchism that is similar in many respects to that of
Bakunin and Kropotkin.

The experiences of the Paris Commune appears to

have had a profound impact on Reclus. For it convinced
him that socialism could not be brought about through
bureaucratic structures or by revolution from above.
He felt that people, not governments, would bring about

radical change, and this involved raising their con-
sciousness.

The 'anarchist way to socialism', as Marie Fleming
entitles her biography of Reclus, was thus not to be
sought through party-political activity, but through
education, propaganda and direct action. Evolution and
revolution were not alternatives or antagonistic ideas;
they were inter-related. Social change was achieved
through a process that in essence involved both.
Revolution in itself was not some apocalyptic social
transformation: it had to be worked for. Moreover, as
the state, as an instrument of oppression, and capital-
1Ism were intrinsically connected, revolutionary strug-
gle involved a struggle against both the state and prop-
erty. Reclus thus saw anarchy as a kind of organic
unity in which solidarity and economic equality and

- Individual liberty necessarily co-existed. Reclus felt

that such a struggle involved the solidarity of peasants
and factory workers, and being fundamentally a soci-

stered private property. He was equally critical of the
communitarian socialists who formed 'closed corpor-

ations' or 'backwoods utopias' separate from the urban
struggles.

Although Reclus was, by all accounts, a gentle and tol-
erant man with a generous and sensitive personality,
he nonetheless gave his support to individual theft of

property and to propaganda by the deed. To side again-

........

st those who felt the
need to resort to theft
or violence was, he
argued, tantamount to
justifying an oppress-
ive system. On this
issue he and Kropotkin
fundamentally disagreed.

.....
........
......

A vegetarian, a pioneer
ecologist, and a supp-
orter of women's rights,

i

Elisee Reclus advocated a style of anarchism that
was synthetic and optimistic. His communist anarch-
ism, as Maries Fleming wrote, avoided both the haz-
aeds of the parliamentary arena and the trajedy of
despotism. His writings still serve, as another biog-
rapher has put it, as a beacon and a guide to us all.

Brian Morris.

" Readings: Several of Reclus' early essays are heing
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THE NEW PUBLIC ORDER BILL is likely to become
law this summer. It will give police the power to:

® Restrict pickets and vigils by numbers, time and
space.

®Chargea group of twelve people with riot, if one
person even threatens violence. Maximum penalty
will be LIFE IMPRISONMENT.

@® Charge a group of three people with violent disord-
er, under the same conditions, making them liable to
a five year prison sentence and a £2000 fine.

® Arrest you for breaking any of the new laws in the
privacy of your home.

These new laws are supposed to retain our 'right to
protest' whilst 'protecting the local community from
the inconvenience and distress of violent or disrupt-
ive demos' - but from the way the police have been
treating the Wapping residents, we can see what a

pack of lies that is.

The new laws are clearly aimed at putting a stop to
strong workers resistance (such as the Miners'
Strike), effective demonstrations such as Stop the
City (mentioned in the White Paper on the Bill), local
communities fighting back against riot attacks, an-
imal rights activities and peace blockades.

There will be no freedom to assemble, march or
picket except on terms controlled and dictated by the
police. THAT IS NO FREEDOM AT ALL. When com-
bined with the current paramilitary tactics of the
police to break up demonstrations, the new powers
will mean an end to freedom of protest.

The Campaign Against Police Repression, along with
the Campaign for Homosexual Equality, the Federat-
ion of Claimants Unions, Anti-Fascist Action, London
Greenpeace, and the City of London Anti- Apartheid
Group is co-organising a spontaneous demonstration
'THE SATURDAY AFTER' the bill is passed through
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Dear Christian readers of GA,
"'yve shall know them by their fruits'',
(Matthew7.v.16). There is no doubt
about the Christian basis of the mod-
ern 'civilisation' which is respons - \
| ible for the massive attack on the §
' eco-sphere. The dominant theme of
l the Judeo-chistian world view is
not pro-creation but anthropocent-
ric, regarding the natural environ- N\

: ment as a thing apart from human- N

R ity to exploit. God told the first R
humans to subdue the earth, to have
domination over all living things in
it, the fish, the birds, the beasts.
(Genesis 1,v.28)

The Christian emphasis o
.' l/ . !/ i W\
| - SN
- - \

N

right season for
(Mark.11.v.13)
Not only has the
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" hist in Geography'. Gary S.Dunbar, in D. R. Stoddart,
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\\ al salvation has'produced further
‘reinforcement of this anthrpocent-
ricity. We must be saved even at

the expense of other living things.
Jesus himself sent a herd of pigs

to their deaths over a cliff and put

a curse on a fig tree for not having
fruit, even though it was not the

AW anti-ecological teachings, but the
N practice of about 2000 years of
";‘. Christianity has carried them out.
) A S . .

%\ Catholics from Spain and Portugal
W plundered America from Mexico to
W] Tierra del Fuego in search of gold ' N
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published in a pamplet form by Practical Parasite
Publications, London. There are two useful biograph-
ies of Reclus: 'Elisee Reclus; Historian of Nature’.
Gary s.Dunbar. Hamden, Conn, Archon, 1978. 'The
Anarchist Way to Socialism'. Marie Fleming. London,
Groom Helm. 1979. See also Elisee Reclus, An Anarc-

Ed.'Geography, Ideology and Social Concern’, Oxford,
Blackwell, ppl54-164.

Parliament. Starting at 12 noon, the clock Tower
Place, Market Rd, N7 (by Caledonian Rd Tu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>