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} ' & Housmg Co-ops
In 10 Easy Steps




1. What Is A Housihg Co-op?

Agroup of people who come together 1o he their own Jandlord.

Away for people of any income levelto owh thelr own homes.
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7. Getting the Group Together

Find a group of people who Warit to Jive together and start a co-op-
You can put p posters or ohline adverts to findithe right people.

You showldall get on well and want proadly the same things froma heme.




3. Meelings and Decision Making

‘ \r gCCess.
Choose a qulet vehue with wheelchair @ ess

Start to have regular meetings. \/\? e
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Make decisions everyone is happy with. \ N \\
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4 Tnitial Fuhd-Raising

You. will need some. initial funds to pay for registering your co-op.
Memberswith income could put.a few pounds each in g potat meetings.
Sell thing your co-op membershave made, like cakesorknitting,
Put oh everits like picnics or band hights and as fot donatiohs.




5. Registration

A Fully Mutua| Co-opergtive Society isa great legal form for a housing Co-op

i n5you all have equal decision paking power.
%\;ﬁ‘af‘orgg Igeﬁoﬁ geﬁohalh/ responsiblefor any co-op debts.

Co-operatives UK or Radical Routes can help You register for around £3%0.
you could also Jook into different legal structures and their advantases and d;sadvan«?qges.
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6. Finding a House

Tt is a good.idea to rent 3 house first to check you all enjoy living together.
Some co-ops chooseto squat instead.
Most, co-ops aimto buy 8 house gtSome point.
Work out what you can afford and \ook at | ots of houses-
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7. More Fund-Raising
Buying 4 house meahs getting more money together.

Tt seems Scary at first putit is possible, even if none of the
members of your co-op have monéy.

Options include.
Bank loars, mortaages, Radical Routes loans, loahsfrom individuals and grants.

8. Moving in
Be SMb get qdvice from other co~ops before buying Your house.
Finalise the papernorkand fihances and pack yeur boxes.
Housewarming party!




9. Living and Working Together
Your co-op Will grow ahd evolve over the years.
There will be ongoihg maihtenahce to keep Your home stable.

Make sure gveryone continuesto geton ahd shares g visioh for the Co-op.

All the work will be worth it!

10. Fihd out More

Detailed ihformation oh starting a co-op:

radicalroutes.ora. wk/publications-ahd-resources. htm)

Or efailthe author at areta.w.schultz@amail.com
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