


Harold 'Ihcmpscn is an anti-authoritarian, anti-
racist, anti-sexist, Anarchist Prisoner serving life
plus sentences in Tennessee.

He was arrested in Chattanooga, ‘IN in 1979 for
allegedly shooting to death a police infornant/killer
convicted of murdering the mother of Harold's son
who thm threatened his son while out on appeal bond.
Harold was also charged with exprcpriating money
for political activities from a jewelry store. For
these incidents he was life —
plus fifty years. i -

Later Harold was given I ' 'i
an additional 21-75 years
for a second shooting in-
cident which occurred in
Cleveland, Chic.

In November of 1986,
Harold started a S year and
four nnnth stint in maximum
securitylsolitary confine-
ment after ha failed armed
escape attempt while in an
east Tennessee prison. He
was taken before a jury and
charged with attarpted
murder of three guards, kid-
nap of a hostage guard,
possession of explosives,
possession of a dangerous - p
weapon, and attarpted escape. ‘me juige sentamoed
Harold to 32 acfiitional years. As he writes, "'1'he
bastards might have mybodybuttheywillneverlzreak
my spirit!" In July of 1993 after being released
from the 5 years and 4 months of maacinum securityl
solitary crmfinement for approximately fifteen months
without a single disciplinary infraction report while
aiding other prisoners, mostly of African descent,
with their legal work, as Harold's a jailhouse lawyer,
he was framed up for allegedly “In all likelihood
having possible escape plans" based on "outside con-
fidential information” and reclassified to maximun
security/solitary confinement where he remained until
March 1995 at West Tamessee High Security Facility
located in rural west Tennessee. Harold has been
again reclassified to lower security but is being
still held within the close security uriit at WTHSF
pending transfer at this time. Harold has been re-
classified to the lower security since June 1995
and feels the lengthy delay in transferring him is
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more of the "special treatment” the prisoncrats oftaa
give Harold. playing psychologiml torture mind game
because of Harold's jailhouse lawyer activities and
open Anarchist politics which is openly abrasive
to prisoncrats. Harold has endured numerous incidents
of anarchist literature being confiscated within
the g1lag's mail room, incluiing recent cmsorship
incidents during 1995 where literature was wit.hheld
bemuse it contained “narratives of anarchy".

I HAROLD'S HISTORY
Harold was born in

Wat Virginia and is widely
traveled. His parents
(both now deceased) were
Irish citizens, one fron
Northern Ireland and the
other frcm the Republic
of Ireland. Ihey came
to the U.S. fleeing “the
troubles‘ there, so Harold
as a first generation Irish-
American holds dual citizar
ship since by Irish law
the first gaaeration retain
Irish citizenship.

Harold first bemme
politically active during
the Vietnam War and has
publicly stood in solidarity

with U.S. goverrment persecuted revolutionaries and
most particularly has deep feelings for all those
who struggle to bring about a united Ireland. In
1%9 while incarcerated within Tmnessee gulags Harold
was subpoenaed to trial of the Chic 7 revolutionaries
in Springfield, MA, at the requat of Raymond Inc
Ievasseur, one of 7 charged with armed
actions of the United Freedom Frmt & the Melville-
Jackson Unit. I-hrold stands in solidarity with all
Anarchist prisoners held worldwide. I

HAROLD'S CURRENT ACTIVITIES
Behind the walls, Harold is well known for his

"jailhouse lawyer" activities, and says he copes
with prison by fighting for his fellow prisoners
in the courts for scme semblance of real justice.

"The legal work I do is nnstl composed
of other prisoners ' appellate docunents
(drafting their legal briefs for sub-
mission to the courts), filing civil
rights ocruplaints on behalf of soners
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which havebemabusedandwhohadtheirrights
violated. I help than file proper grievances in
the prison system and courts..." Such activities

from prison guards, such as unlawful confiscation
of legal materials and law books, in past frequalt
¢ell Searches. and being a victim of a frame-up
to enhance Harold's security level for the sole
purpose of unconstitutionally placing him in maximum
security during 1993.
_ Ch the revolutionary movement Harold writes,
"...W-' desperately need people in all areas of
$°¢ietY. in all manner of professions and functions
sothatwecantakecareofourowmtakecare
of each other. "Mutual aid" is the key to defeating
this monster with its oppressive tactics used to
neutralize and destroy us. Relcying on each other,
a"d"°ttheBYstan,takest.hepowerofcontrol
away frrm the systen, undermines its control and
will evmtually affyt its total collapse...”

Q1 revolutionary prisoners, Harold_ writes,
"The Left overlooking prisoners...as 'unim;ortant'
or unperscns plays right into the right wing ‘s
game wholeheartedly. It allows the oppressors
to isolate prisoners, demoralize them through use
of g psychological torture ftechniques until they
l‘°b0‘lIi¢ _8hB-118. institutionalized prisoners, and
the Left shoots itself in the proverbial foot by

hunan resources away or ignoring them
zntil they break contact orego away on their own."

"Most of the left are unfortunately mere arm-
' Irhair revolutionary spirits which flame bright

For a while then melt back into the presalt fucked
up system: when it is convenient to do so. T‘hey're
Irainwashed to believe prisoners are ‘bad morale‘
'hiCh i8 3-DOIZIEI myth ]_IE1‘pet1'ated by fig @vg1ymg]t

o neutralize prisoners. Prisoners see the un-
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for those reasons alone have
the potential of-being the
army of the Left but they I
are ignored. Any rnovement which does not support
it's fallen soldiers or prisoners is; destined to
failures and receipt of only a fraction of the] support
it calls forfrcm it's manbers." -  1 o a v a

"I work to awaken people in here politically,
but have seen too up
to make -T-folkstil-Pout--it-there,or

- - - - - - - .. ' _ n _ _.,... - _ -'

movements, A ‘ Ainability geitfeliterature
from the various due to nothing more than
apathy within these mov%ts."

Finally, he states, "I am an anti-authoritarian,
anti-racist, anti-sexist, Anarchist, revolutionary
of proud Irish heritage. I stand for civil/hunan
rights and will not break, bend, nor be intimidated.
I stand in solidarity with all people st.ruggling
against oppression but most particularly with my
many brothers and sisters in the Anarchist Movement.“

SUPPORTING CLASS WAR PRISONERS
The Brooklyn chapter of the Anarchist Black

Cross has an on-going assistance campaign for Harold
in the forms of a cash stipald, stamps, movement
literature and other requested items. They ask people
to add Harold to their group or publication's mailing
list so he can be kept updated on developments within
the Anarchist Movanent. Please send donations marked
for his material aid campaign to: I

Brodrlyn AM
P.O. Bo! $5, Canal Street Station

" Hal !@t, liar It 1(IJ13—0365, U.S.A.
Harold's friaads have formed a legal defense

fund to raise cash to hire a professional attorney
to attaupt to free Harold and give him back his life.
The address for donations to it is:

Harold ‘Ilium Iegl Defmse Fund
2.0. Box 2213  ‘ '
Cleveland, Terrier, 37320-2213, U.S.A.

Harold states that all personal letters will
be appreciated "and ~ perhaps will keep loneliness
from suffocating me as _I carry on the good fight.“
Contact him at: hrold n. nuqnm, #93992

Ii.'1'.H.S.P..
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;Irecent1yhadatrustedoanradeand
friend request that Isend him my thoughts
on the importance of prisoner support work
by the various movements, in particular
the anarchist movement both nationally and
internationally. I thought I would share
justafewofmythoughtscnthistopic
ofimpor-twithyounowthroughmybrothier.

First, it is important to point out
none ofusisimmlnefromarrestand
prosecution for any nunber of alleged crimes
once we have placed ourselves into the eye
of the storm of struggle -against the monsters
of the earth whobelieve their station in
life gives than the legitimate power to
enslave us in however form they so choose,
touse us up, throwusawayandprofitby
thebloodweshedandthesweatofourbodies
in their wage slave shops, factories and
mills of capitalism. (hoe we step out in
any form of protest then the power of the
State falls upon us with unrelenting force.
We are subject to arrest and imprisonment
at any t:i.me, most of us, simply because
wechoosetobewhoweare,livethelives
we choose in spite of the plans others make
for us, and dare to be different because
our eyes_are open to the realities of our
future wearing theyoke of capital.i.sm around
our necks like beasts of burden, not equal
human beings. unless we throw the weight
onourbackofftostandinthesuninour
rightful place. Look at the person beside
you, across the way from you, and then fully
realize that individual is in danger of
arrestandsoareyoubecauseyoudareto
be different than those who seek to control
us desire you to be especially if your life
is governed by the tenets of anarchism or
you believe, and have undertaken, direct
action against your oppressors .

. The 'system' portrays those of us on
the inside of gulag walls, within the ever
increasing number of jails .. and prisons
being constructed, as being the equivalent
of the proverbial biblical "unclean", people
to be feared, less than humans, and not
to be bothered with or worth any degree
of outside support. It amazes me how many
intelligent people within the many struggles
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who A a
twist “of their A they was med,
stood at trial, and The system
provides the sensationalistic image of those
inside gulag walls being a bad lot best
steeredclear of becanisethesystenfears

_ ' -_. .- . :' _ ' . _ _.

association of those v and outside.
It fears the might ofit which reside
5-"$5-den I and

that =YB‘=f'~*="-
as aapaaa. me ..  me.“._.,
more than to wall of silence
around the gulags and isolate
to break their m.i.nds and spirits. I have
seen bodies broken and minds fra%1ted
forever-bythebrutalhandsofthekeepers
or the clever use of theirweaksuckinmate
lackies. I have sea: many men reach out
to the outside struggles with heartfelt
letters begging for information about the
various movmts, education about then,
seelo'.ngcc:mpassionandcomradeship.

I haveseenonlyafew,ahahdfu.1
of those who make contact, whoareallowed
tolearn, togrow, torealizewhotheyare
and their potential value to theuoelves
and to those outside gulag walls. I have
seen far many, many more give up and
eventually gravitate toward the hate groups
whichareinabundancewithinthegulags
as theyareout there.Theseeva1tual
recruitstotheranksof thelhategroups
could have been soldiers withinourranks
but those who clailn to be revolutionaries
outside chose to ignore their very existence.
They gravitated where they would be accepted
as people, as individuals and now instead
of fighting alongside of us to bring the
systen itself to its knees in defeat, to
restore a power which should have never
been allowed to be taken from the people
back to them, these misguided, embittered
souls buy into the ignorant ideology of
hatred forever keeping us divided, apart,
misunderstanding and fighting each other
which is a much favored manipulation of
those who profit from our division as a
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people. Iamnotstatingthegulagscb
not hold a fair share of social predators
andIamspeaJd.ngofsocialprisone.rs\d1o
have became politicized within gulag walls
either through their own learning efforts
or the system itself has reacted against
their alleged crime(s) in such la way as
to politicize thou, the forgotten
incarcerated members of the various outside
struggles, and those persecuted by the systen
bemuse they embrace politics which is
abrasive to the systen by its very nature,
such as the politics of anarchimx I embrace.

I am merely pointing out the obvious
pitfall of notzsupporting those
the tools to beccme politicized. I am often
blunt, or frank, to the point of pain so
I do apologize if my “words have made anybody
uncomfortable but one sobering thought really
needstobringawake-upcalltypeof feeling
of discomfort with it. That thought is
I amheretodaysittinginasteeland
concrete tclnb-like cage writing these words
to you...but you might actually be behind
gulag walls within the near, or even far,
future writing ccrnparable thoughts to the
outside if they come for you in the
n'orning...

Sadder still than those social prisoners
seeking, starving for, education and
direction ignored by the various groups ,
collectives and revolutionary movenaats
are those souls captured during direct,
or even indirect, actions only to discover
once in flaey appear to have somehow
beendeonednotworthyofthesupportof
their comrades and hence soon forgotten...

"5conceptual truth screams out in
myhear tobevoicedsolwillstateit
now. Any political movement, or people's
struggle. which fails to provide support
to fallen comrades is doomed to certain
failure as certain as we all are that
daylight chases dark of night away!

I Prisoner support should be considered
of very top priority importance within
all political movements, and with all
activists, as we, you or I, never know when
gulag gates will slam behind us or when
those gates to the outside will open again
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 iIYJuhRifendnred luau; hard years, cnmnr
a ffaihalf,the gulags of
this existing the festered,
swollen belly of the beast of capitalism.
I spent the‘ first decade banging my head
and heart against a wall of silence,
attanpting to reach out to ears that appeared
to be deaf and eyes which appeared to be
blind, to mytexistmoe inihell. I never
gave up and right to point
these issuespuowt snow. have earned the
I19"? ‘=99  
beaten, tired‘ -tar anr chism
which has never beenbrokam by my keepers
andneverwillbe!- -

Ithasonlybeeninrecentyearswhen
I have been acknowledged by my anarchist
brothers and sisters out there. From my
hear'tIstatetoyouthatI1oveyouall!

I will close now with these final words.
Take care of each other, keep each other
safeintheeyeofthestormswhichyou
face, and never forget those in captivity
because tomorrow's captive of the monsters
oftheearthmightwellbeyou. Ourconmon
enemies are the same frcmcountrytocountry
with only faces and names being different
as they represent the same ideology of rape
of the earth and oppression of the populous
for profit as throw-away hunanity.

L

Stay strong and know in your hearts
I am with you in revolutionary spirit in
every direct action you azgage in against
those who oppress us! We only want the
earth! They will never get us all!

1a April 1995.

Harold H. ‘Ihcmpson, #93992
Anarchist Prisoner

Address:
Harold H. Thonpson, #93992
W.T.H.S.F., Unit 5 t
Route 2, Box 1050
Henning, 'I‘ennessee,
38341-1050. U.S.A.
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-LEET%iHQRGflfl hlES.
mm HELP!!!

i

Marilyn Pirpin, my asignifimnt other
half and trustworthy friend, recaltly decided
to attarpt to hire an attorney to litigate
my wrongful convictions. I've suggested
to her I might request my feJ_low anarchists
to issue data updates concerning me. these
mses, my life plus sentenca, maybe
distribute flyers/leaflets,
donations toward the necessary amount of
fundsrequired to hire a ccnpetentlawyer
tofighttofreeme. Iamrequatingsuch
help now. It is a clear fact, there is ally
so much a prisoner an do within prison
confines with legal work product it takes
days, weeks, or nonths to accomplish a
professional attorney can achieve within
amere matter of minutesorhoursdueto
his/her accessibility to the judicial systan,
legal research naterials readily at hand,
plus a legal staff to run errands for them.
I have been inprisoned since 1979, 16 years
in prison in ill health due to a Inst medical
historical of a brain aneurysm operation,
52 years old, which is a load heavy enough
tobreakthebackofnostpersons. Ido
know it is impacting on me adversely now,
particularly as pertains to my general health
situation as an epileptic and my ever
worsening nerves fron the chaos of prison
Life.

Please consider extending to me your
helping hand of solidarity with a request
for donations where you reside? If you
do not have the time for such a project
I understand. biaybe you could get out the
word to various anarchist/revolutionary
organizations, collectives, etc., in my
behalf‘? Rather than having sugport letters
or donations sent to Brooklyn AK2 are of
[an Sabatar, itywould save time and an

duplication of mailing to have
support letters sent to me directly at my
prison address below with any donations
of funds for my legal defense sent directly
to the following address: Harold H. Thcnpson
Legal Defense Fund, P.0. Box 2213, Cleveland,
Tennessee 37320-2213, U.S.A. Slpport letters
mailed to me: Harold H. Thompson, #93992,
W.'I‘.H.S.F., Unit 5- Route 2, Box 1050,
Henning, Tennessee 3&)4l-1050, U.S.A. Ms.
Pippin has decided to list my name on her
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pfopattory to wok i to frcm
chai'ns,i free ire fron these convictions
that rightfully never have y taken
place in the first place asthey are based
on pablicity by
prosecumrs  for piticalgl. reasonsi! , ac:
jul‘cc. 16 years inl prison_ is iuore

prosecution team! of follow
procedurestotrytoensuret.hatIwould
die of old age imprison, condemed to prison
designed to destroymemaltallyorwreck
my health txnpletely, or with hope during
my prisonte'rmsIv.ouldbemllrderedbecause
of my open anarchist politics, my dlosen
politics clearly abrasive to prisoncratic
authority over working class prisoners.

In 1979 I was arrested in Marietta,
Georgia, on a Chattanooga, Tennessee, charge
of First Degree Murder in the shooting death
of a convicted rmlrderer, a man convicted
of beating to death a defalseless woman
while she begged him to spare her life.
This an.imal's murder victim was the mother
of my oldest son and her convicted killer
had been freed appeal of a life
term sentence of iuprisorment. I was later
charged with the armed robbery of a gem
store in the Chattanooga area. I was
convicted of all these charges even though
the prosecution's main witness at the murder
trial, the only witness to identify me as
the man who shot the convicted murderer,
admitted he was guilty of ocnmitting perjury
at a previous hearing and at the robbery
trial one of the actual confessed robbers
came into court to testify that I was not
with him when he committed the gem store
robbery. I did not recognize the court
as a legitimate tribunal so I refused to
testify at both trials. I was sentenced
to terms amounting to life plus fifty years
on these convictions. Later in 1986 I tried
an armed amps fron a rural 'I\ennessee
prison, and recmivd thirty two additional
years in a 1989 trial. ‘5é""‘%%(?Z7"“"“
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