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LESBIAN 8. GAY SUB-COI*iM1Ti'i'§E.

t last Nottingham is to have its own Council
esbian and gay rights workers. Following
idespread advertising in the gay, lesbian and
traight press, two workers have been hired by
he City Council to represent the interests of
esbians and gay men in the city. They will
ork from the Equal Opportunities Unit. Over
ifty people applied for the job, which is a
enior one, and carries a salary of £12,000.
he one post will be job—shared between a les-
ian and a gay man, so that the interests of '
oth communities will be properly represented,
nd it is expected that both workers will start
t the end of August.

The workersrare Jo Fraser who currently
rorks in Further Education and Ben Benson who
rorks for an Area Health Authority.

Ngttingham fgllgws Manchester as the second
.oca1 authority in the country to specifically
fecruit for lesbian and gay issues.

The new post has already been attacked by
the Tories on the City Council, and used by
UIm1u>"qw§s+hmiW our communities in the run-up
to the Basford by-election set for July llth.

SAYS & LESBIANS SUB—COMMITTEE

fieets, lst Thursday of the month, 7.30pm, in k
the Council House. Half hour open discussion
at end of each meeting. _

FURTHER INFO:

. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES umr 41as71 ext. 4513
Agmqlnnninikmthnpniuasumiimgzanewthagcxne
pany. The aim of the ccrmnny is to present drag with
music and dance tint i.s1't at the expense of women.
(tint is, not to be nn-n playing women as stereotypes
but simply to be men in frocks). If you are inter-
ested and can offer ideas and skills like music,
dance, design slap, administration, etc. then con-—
tactJamieon705E7. 00000000000000
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gay info gay info
NOTTINGHAM Lmmi & GAY YUIIH (I113-!.|‘il'Z'.1.Il‘II~i.
info. cn groups nmtings/acLiv'i.tim: H.L.G.‘1'.O,
Box 11, 118 Narnsfield Road, Hottztrnginn (SAE).
ASTORIA, Greyfriars Gate, Broadmarsh,
Tel: 580555, First Monday, monthly
disco, £3.00 entrance.
THE FORESTERS.-St. Ann St. (back of Victoria
Centre. Attractive, cosy, nlixed - misey darts
maui1H:flaps-Iknbnmflgayudflnfruadlyame
n'|osrrEm.

1 GATSB‘l"S, I-luntingdon Street, Tel:

/,.rIII
55323, Formerly Central Tavern, Not-
tingham's main gay pub, busy weekends.
"ll-IE i*lA.‘-‘CR, Albert Rd, West Eqidgford. (off
Cent.ra.l Avmtn), 816662. Large, comfortable
dflsxnlmonhylemfians,Saunflamn Béfidnmam.
"GO1dfl'\ Oldies" selerztziun. Doors close l0pn.
iiunr(1ubenummoe.
VD Treatment: General Hospital. Perth
Houseid) or Amberiey House(E‘]. Postern St.
Ncmm. tel 45989.
iUl'TINGHAH GAY SWITCHBOARD your help-—
line to the Gay and Lesbian Community,
(Mon. Tues. Weds. Thurs, ?pm-10pm.
tel: 411454

I‘Ubli-Bhtd by GAY NJTTINLIIIAH, Iiox ll, c/0 113 l‘1nnsl'iel1l Road, Nr1"ht:L_'.i_r_|_g_i!am-.._ ___
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' Tera, “I niafifi, n
'DezJmmal9&5lesbun1amiCnyi%ide(kunimfl.wastheLmugestewersxnnthlfirhmnn. (herIKL0UJleshEnm:amigay0
ner1uarcindaru:ldanced througIhthestreetsofCentral LondontotheSouthBankof tiIeRiver'Ih1-=11mwhereti‘eyv-ere
entertained to a four—hour concert by Ttm Robinson, Jimi  E, Divine and the Beverley Sisters (who'?). Tin
narch stretched for rrore than a mile. At Trafalgar Square it filed pest a Salvation Army tend which provoked

oud boos for its anti-gay  . Hone": who went fmrful of being swamped were delighted to find so neny
drnsimithermuch. '

There were several firsts this ymr. For the first time we were joined by an out—@y labour M.P. Chris Smith
for the first tine tin orgnizers welcmed heterfixuals. There were sevmty-eight nm and MUTH1 frcrn tin

welsh mining village of Dulais keeping the promise they made during the rnirn-.rs' strike to repay the solidarity and
rtshownbynnny lE:Sbi£:3I1.S8I1{igfl}’!TE'i. Orneofthewcnnn, SianJa1ns, toldtincrowditvnstinbestnnrth

d been on. ibeting gay people ind ind a profound effect on the mi.11i.ng cmmlnity of Dulais, sin aid.
Amongst other supporters were the Labour councillors of Lambeth - all thirty-two of them! i“Bmg5 of support

also care frcm M.P's Jo Richardson, Tony Benn, Jeremy Corbyn and Chris Smith, and from the id Secretary of _
.MM£DwmnlNIHL Uhalhanleifixhnhfiamstrflon,amd(heaumrLommx1Omrrill£n¢m3 fia1LimhmsuInu

Two cwchloads of gays were out in foroe from Notringinn that day, and for lrany it was the first time tint they
gmmeynmdmm. Hm§1sahL Th;wmannrwfllomm mmHn:hmxrumu;£mrne-pmsomflflyixo-sxmedfingilIedtlihaito

One sinuld not be a victim of far, it \-as an opportunity to ccne out with style! Perk added, "It MES a
pmerfifl.amdemh£Urathg;flaflimgtoifindtint(URrmuchinoqym Umfifhztoaasunflsfifll.flm'own?haUianitur.
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ofdngaynnnlndbeenworklngtielrfmgerstodnbcxnonflnsevmngnncimn thenlghtbeforethennrch
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fii Opposition leader Neil Kinnock and Liberal leader David Steel were aru1@t those who sent r of stlpport to
Saturday's pride parade. "I send you my good wisins for a successful carnival," aid the labour lmder, and I

II
i5,; raffirm my party's support for tin principles of respect for eqtnl trmtnnnt of all individtnls irrespective of

=51 their sexxnl orientation. ‘lie must all work to rid society of the fear and guilt tint ins victimtsed @ys and
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Nottingham Lesbian and Gay Youth Movarent fielded an impressive banner, ten foot long in snrwood green and red1 . . . . . , .

get the mnner finish-ed on tine. Tin verdict from them and everyone else we net was, "Let's do it agin - soon!"
10001ooeonnowonnoonoooooooooooownennuuonnn00000n000o00eoo0o0looo0onn0oI000o0000I0n0II

I"~:i_-ll
I
I
‘I

I
I‘
-‘I

II’—
PI

i
I||
II.

II
'l'I.l'I
' I_:; '1hisymrwecomn11orateti'\el:[)thannivermryofthevictoryove1'fascisI11ar:iasvedosowere:1nnbertint

gays and lesbians were it the ndllions murdered by the Nazis. Prejudice permitted tint horror and it pro-
duces others. llnt is shy we strive to defeat it." lhvid Steel vriszlnd "all succem to the day's events. The

§LiberalPartywillalv.aysdefend therightsof @ysandotherminor‘itygrcn;:sar1d\~earepr0udtod0s0"I‘

I-Illll‘

0. . . . . . . . . .. .. . - . . . .- -- . . . . - . . - . - . - w - I --we.-1 p - | a - - - + 1 w | - n - ¢ - n u - n I n - u 00'-0'-I+I00l‘Ir 1 I I i I I I I * I ' *.,,'...........'|"""1"' III-I‘I000000000000000000000000000000000000000001.I--Iii__________________________________________________________________________________________op‘n - - - 000 ‘ u u n w 0 a n‘I I‘o'I I I I o r u ¢ on-|-uni-Iinu-u"0"'i|"0"\|"0"‘oo n | | u noon p I 0 | o 0 0 I 0 o o 0 in-0 l l l I i * F l * * ' ' ' * * ' ‘ "' I-

-:= lesbians and to crmte conditios in which people can conciuct their persolnl relationships without persecution." *‘
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if’IS smct norursn BY  ff) MUSHROOM' BOOKSHOP

One of the most important obscenity cases ever lad
against gay and lesbian books is underway at the Old
Bailey with nine people from Gay's The Word Bookshop,
facing criminal charges of conspiring to import ‘in-
decent or olBcene' rraterial.

Eh April 10th, l%4 customs officials raided Gay's
The Word, I.ondcn's lesbian and $3! ccmnunity bool-tshop
and detained all of its importg stock. At the are
tire, as tart of a rreticulously planned canmign code
rated 'Opemtic:n Tiger‘, thousands of books on the may
totl'!ebool<.sl-opfrontheUnitedStateswerel:eingde—
nial Custots clmrance and detained at the ports. In
a aria of dranatic moves over the following sever
nontis, fomal 'Sei2:ure' notices were issued cn a to-
tal of 142 titlm covering the full range of serious
labian and gay rmding by najor internatiorsl auth-
ors. O1 November 13th 1%!» the eight unpaid Directors
of Gay's The Word and its Assistant Vanager were ser-
vedwithatotal of 1CDcrinti.rta1chargesal1eging con-
spiracy to inport 'indeca1t' literature and now face
tl"|=.: proslnzt of nassive persoral fines and possibleJ-
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Q“ The Directors of "CAT'S THE HORD
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imprisoment. If the proceedings are suc-
cesoful tie defendants face a major trial at the Old
Eiley next ymr with costs expected to be at last
£50,011. 'll1e case has led to enormous protests [ruin
W's, authors, the booktrade and the National Council
for Civil Liberties, who point out that such hooks

_uould_ not be liable to seizure if published in Britain.
—hll‘e1 reduced to basics, the charges laid against

the bookshop anount to an ‘indecent asmult' on the
civil rights of every lesbian and gay man in this coun-
try. lvhen the goverment of a country, attenpts to
stop its citizeis reading what they choose, then there
is scrrething seriously wrong with that goverrmsnt.
The action by iM Custorrs and Excise against Gay's lhe
I-lord bookstop exposes Custcn's' 1:10-ers as a blunt in-
stru1'e.nt which can rmdily be used to seriously harass
and tliratsn the gay and lesbian ccmnunity. In Edin-
burgh, Custcms and Excise detained stock destined for
lavender Ihlace, another gay and lesbian bookshop.

I.I —-| l-I111 1 I I - i

Police also used their separate powers under the Obs-
oete Publications Act to seize a nagazine, although
this HES subsequently returned. In both cases tie
povers are to an important exteit arbitrary, clepeiding
on individual officers prejudices, and those at the
receiving end are put to grmt difficulty and expanse
in establishing their rights. The law has been used
to umkat the firancial basis of tho important 1&-
bian and @y organisations.

lleoutccneistolinrit theaccessof gayrraiand
lesbians to tie printed naterial vital to the slering
of our culture, whether it is infonrative, rotsntic,
sensual or just enjoyable. The Custovs law arbitrarily
limits the exctange of idms across frontiers. The
actions against the bookshops are very CE!llU‘El.l attacks
on the self-determination and self-respect of the py
and lesbian ccrmunities.

Gay's The labrd bookshop has set up i.n 1979 in Ihrchront
Strmt, l.ondon MCI by a group of lesbiats and gay men.
Fron the outset, no rraterial uhich is racist, sexist,
|;:0rnog1"a|;|l'lic or which presents ne@tive perspectives on
labian md gay liberation is allowed.

A.l.D.S. lo-liormctliton Week
Txlix in conjunction with Radio Nottingham are pro-
lTDl1l.l'lg an "ADE IIliF[Hl‘lllTl(N l»\'EE{" 1.-.hj_(;h 5t,3_r'[5 Q11

Tuaday lbth July when doctors and volunteers from
the Terrence Higgins Trust will be on hand to discuss
and answer listeners questions on AIIB. "lhe topics
covered over the ueek include provision in Nottingham
for future AIDS victims, a look at the local support
group and the role of the National Blood Transfusion
Service. The first prograrrne starts at 9.im on lbth
July, RADIO l‘\UTT'I]\GlAM and further proganne times
are liednesday (l0.0%n), Thursday (9.3i.am), and Fri-
day (9.1H1'!)ir

l-le pcd'il'is ‘B’--' Vapccfne on Trial.
If you are a gay nan and vent to be protected against
Hepatitis B, match Crannel 4's progame at Spn on
the 18th July. called "VACCINE (N TRIAL". Find out
why the governneit is denying gy nen the right to be
protected against this serious din.
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Gays The Word
Gay's The Word faces legal costs of up to

£50,000 in its fight against censorship.
You can best help by either sending a donation to

Gay’: The Word Defence Fund. at the shop address. or
buying lots of book: from our shelves. which are still packed

despite the actions of HM Customs and Excise,

Cheques payable to D.G.T.W.C., 66 Marchrnont SL, London WC1.
Telephone: 01 2?! 7554.
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LESBIAN & GAYCENTRE M” /gm 75"
MIXED GAY DISCO {gr/5' z52.-./

Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
wflh PLUS cm-"E NOW omv!

‘WOIVEEN ONLY EVENTS Salad bullet I2 noon-7pm
Thursday It Saturday Hot service 7pm-1 tpm Thurs-Sunday
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I went on a Friday night, to
have a lcw drinks at the hnr
and then go down to the
disco. (Thor: is n mixed disco
on Fridayt. and won1cn‘s dis-
cos on Tlitlnsdnys and Satur-
days.) As I went up the stairs
and through the hcavv
wooden doors mto the rcccp-
tion "area, l could hcar the
hum of conversation lroln
the bur-arcn in thc hack. l
signed in, lookcd at the leaf-
lets from dillcrcnt lcshinn
and gay organisations on a
sidc-table, passed the branch
of Gay‘s The Word. book-
shop at the side, and went
through into the main room.
I wont up to the hnr to order a

drink, and met Martin Farrow.
We'd spulu.-n hricfly the provi-
ous evening, when hc was work-
ing hchind thc hnr and I was
having rt quiet tlrinlt with n
lricud, hut this cvcnmg hc wzu.
on the punter!-' side ol the hut.
Ilc"s hccn a volunlccr at the
(Tcntrc more or less since II
hcgun. "I'm not rcnlly into the
gay sccnc." he cxplmncd. “I lclt
I wnnlcd something clot. I
needed lo hr involved. In he
doing something with It pur-
pose, something that would lul-
lil Inc. ll‘: n good way of I1"li‘.‘EI-
ing pcoplc - I've already made a
lot of friends —- and it‘: very
relaxed working hcrc. Thc fact
that cvcryonc working hclund
the her is n volunlccr maltcs a
big difference to the atmos-
phere." llc dcfincs himself as
"slightly disah|cd": he has
lcwcr-than-average .l'|ngcrs on
one hand and has an artificial
loot, and he . wantcd tn
crnphasisc that more dtsahlcd
people should come to the
Fcntrc. holh as ordinary users
and as volunteers.

Another friend of mine cam:
ovcr to join us, and conversation
ranged [mm pearls to pulilioi. I
sat and lookcd around. As
ulwnys at the Ccntrc, thcrc was
a variety ol pcoplc, ol styles,

flfiflfl

from the hcsuitcd middle-aged
man sitting quietly talking with I
woman at a oomcr tnhlc, lo the
loudly-attired young woman
who hounocd up hcsidc me II
the hat to order hall of Inger
with I cherry in it. It didn't feel
likc your usual gay puh or cluh. .5’
No-one was standing or sitting at-3, 0
around looking bored or shy - '0 66

|~ . . C-O -{,2vc .rlw.tv1.louml the Ccnlrc In Q_€. "D (,9 Q
hc it plncc whcrc it's cosy In chat 6' ~93 ‘>5’
casual! wllh slran .y gcrs ¥.,»'<.. K
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The hnr shut at clcvcn. hut lhc

disco III the hnscmcnl lWill1
molltct hu w is u n lull two; I I F Pi‘ -
so I vvnlulcrcd down (In thc
shuts I mot lhl-H-cll, who had
Fur-.1 vt\ltlttIC'l.'IL'tl In wnllt ill lltt‘
("L-|_urc llc luul slnrtcd crunmg
to tlu: ('r.-nlrc lhrcc wcclo
hcfnrc and Wilfi cnthuruauic
nlvuu it. “I was imctc-Ivtl In
iuul out if it um. rvcrylluug it
was ntndc HUI In Atltl was
it" "l can hnncsllv my l thmlt the
plncc Ii grcnti 'l'hcrc's notllmp
clu: lilo: |t on thc gov vccnc.
'l"lu'rc'< no lcrlmg ol prcvnarc.
no lcchnp ol ulterior mulivtl’ like
in :1 gay puh or club-_ whcrc lhc
main.-c is to mnkc muncy and
nmvidc a lorum for crooning."

l wont iflln the disco, and mot
Gill Hung Slur‘! an iIL'IIVl"i| in lhc
l.c~".luau auul tiny Youth Move-
rncnl. wlurh had hcltl a lcttival
at the Ccntrc lhc previous
wcclu.-nd. "I cnioy the Centre,"
shc said: "you can lull: to
pcuplc. and nu:-ct pcoplc

Sonia Gomlclt and
/\n|,:clo lullano wcrc with hcr
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two black pcoplc hcrc - I wish
thr (‘cnlrc would attract more
hlaclt people." Angelo also
likcd thc (icntrc on the whulc,
though hc lho-ugh! "it should ht
more arccssihlc to both oldcr
and younger gay pcoplc. Pcoplc
under cightccn, for cxnniplfl.
huvc tltlhcultics lvrriluit ol ll"?
tlnnk ltcr-orc.'I comc hcrc rt lot
(invc it a try — I think ‘you'll like
ll.

K ‘ ByJonlthon Walter! l 1‘ I [UH
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