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EMMA PATERSON R: -THE WOMEN ' S TRADE UNION LEAGUE
After a spell as an appgentice bookbinder and as w
school teacher, in 1866, emma Ann Smith became clerk to a

woman who was herself clerk to the secretary of the _

Working Men's Club and Institute Union. The following year
Emma was appointed assistant secretary of this organisation
She also met Fmily Fnithfull and worked with her trying to

form societies of women printers. Thus before she was 20
she had close connections with the trade union movement.

She gaye up thisgjob in 1872 and was given the job of
secretary to the Women's Suffrage Association, but was

sacked because she lacked the personal magnetism to appeal
to large womenis~suffrage meetings.

In 1873 she married Thomas Paterson, and they travelled
together to the United States. It was there that she
found the aim to which she wanted to devote herself, the
encouragement of trade unionism among women. She was
inspired by successful women's benefit and trade union

societies, particularly the Female Umbrel1a—makers Union of
New York and the women's Typographical Society. along

with her'own experience of bookbinding in London and her
realism, her observations there determined that she should
follow the existing trend of all-female unions. 'she .

wasn't particularly interested in women's Friendly 3 y
Benefit Societies and other forms of self—help in .

Bkitain, as these weren't the kind of organisations that?

could negotiate with employers. H

She sought help from all the wen trade unionists she l

knew who had assisted women's organisation. Through the‘

Workingflenls Club & Institute Unionshe hdd friends and
contacts ready to wuybfiik her efforts. She felt that if .
women could establish lasting societies in New York,
they could succeed in Britain and so enable women to escape
sweated working conditions.

She opened her'campaign with an article in the Labour
Review in April 1374, stating her belief that both the'
solution of long hours and low pay, and of men's fears of
competition for jobs from 1ow—paid female labour, was the_
establishment of trade unions for women. _

At the'time, a Bill was in Parliament calling for the
limiting of women‘s and Children's work hours in factories
'and workshops. This had been prompted by men s unions.
Emma 5314 ¢hat if women didn't have unions and this L

- ‘I

legislation was passedwithout themdbeing able to state_ y
an opinion about.it ,lit could easily lead to a further *
reduction in women's wages, and their exclusion from work,

because they_yeren't allowed to work such long hours as men
A combination of legislation and trade unions was needed.

1.

The response to the article was a conference of i .
sympathetic-Wflmflh and men which set up the Women's
Protective & Provident League. A meeting of working
women was called, chiefly bookbinders. The London

. I-1 . _

Consolidated llookbinders 8. Trade Sociltg gave Help ,

However the first Society sponsored by the League was

set up in Bristol, the National Union of Women Workers.

From autumn IBT4 - July 1875 London Societies were set up

_for hookbinders, upholstresses, shirr- and collarrmakors,
dressmakers and hat—makers,and trade union support increagd

Those societies were open to all women over P the the age of

lo provided 2 women of experience on the relevant tfadevgughgd

for their competence at work. Ryfimma Paterson's death in

188 6, the League claimed to have set up 30 or AD women's L
societies in England and Scotland. The Bristol union and .
Upholstresses union lasted 20 years, the bookbinders

nearly 40.

However, not many societies had more than 100 members

and about i disappeared within a year of being set up.
In 1875 Emma attended the Trade Union Congress, representing

the Societies of women Bookbinders and Upholstresses, with
Edith Simcox, representing the society of Women Shirt-

and Collar makers. The Bristol Women's Union was represented
by a man, Mr. Hunt:

These 2 women were the first delegates at the TUC, and

thereafter the number of women delegates rose to reach 10

in 1831, the record until 1915.
1-

She found little support to her opposition to paternal-

istic legislation to restrict women's hours of work ,
which working women had no say in. .Even Edith Simcox

disagreed with her. She saw the answer to improving women's
l

conditions as coming from the organisation of those women

rather than male trade union:'i.stsaud M.P. 's and was suspicious

that the trade unions wanted to exclude women even more from
the workplace. I f

The arguments about the Factories Bill continued a t

Congress for years. In 1877, Emma_was supported by one of

the outstanding working women trade unionists of the day,
Mrs. Mason of the Leicestorshire Seamers' and Stitchers'n

Society, which the League had helped to start. However, the

Factories Bill became law in 1878, The League's fears

appeared justified in 1382, in the case of the Black Country
" ‘I

Hntal Unions, and then in 1885, through the Coal Mines

Regulation Act in the case of the Miners‘ Federation of

Great Britain, when attempts were made to use legislation to
exclude women from working. -

Since opposition was useless once the bill became law, the
League demanded women factory inspectors to see the law ‘

was properly carried out. The bulk of TUC delegates were

of course satisfied with only men inspectors. But in 1885 '

they bowed to the League's stubborn campaign and passed a *

resolution which included a demand for women as well as men

sub— inspectors in factories. But it was not until 1893

that May Abraham, the first woman factory inspector, was

appointed.

In l8R5a8mma proposed the formation of seperate Womenksd
A further meeting of all the 5,000 women estimated to Trade Councils, linking together local organisations of *

‘s

women workers, and several were set up, the first in Glasgowb .h ki i - . . . . .6 t en "Gr .n$ H this trade in London "fig than 1H 1892, The longest lastlng was the Manchester & Salford

pr°p°Bed' L Women's Trade Council, established in 1895. It became partr"
of the main Trade Council in 1919 and was kept going asra

sub-committee during the first § of the 20th century. The
councils promoted local women's unions. -.
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enquiring into low wages for wornen at l;lro Clarendon Press .
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The League was a great memorial rdtfimms Paterson i ¥
1":

1'assured to women a place in the TUC, in spite of opposition 5 “ 5 .
.." "*.from some union loaders. It claimed to have been instumentn] _ E s J .

in securing the 1895 Factory Act, the 1896 Truck Act, and the § 5 “ ?

1B98iWorkmen‘s Compensation Act, which enabled it to fight g ~ ‘M
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the claims of injured workwomsn who didn't know their rights . 5 E
It became part of tho great movement of working class 5 H

- ?'-'
-|-‘I. uln-

organi ti . 'sa onof the 18-’30rs and 1890's. fit -. _‘

I'I"I

1":
‘-

"IF.-
1'i'I|"I-ii Ill I I -iv
1"‘; "'I"':'.'1' - '.: .
':'-|.":‘*|::":":'.'l:":*§3 -I.|_ |.| I 1 I I I I-:-:-;I:-.-:=:-:IE=:=E‘!:-:_-:-':- . _. -' 1. -.- -.- -. ~ -. .- - .
'-|-‘-II-'n.P'l.".-r-.n'.'n.".|.'|.."-|-1.-..|-' ' ' "' "..-1 '.|-..n...n...r-"'' "' '.'r|'-1'-J.‘-.T'-1--T1-'-1-I--1"!-ail-ll-I-I---II-I-I--I IKII1-'1-I-I-I-Ii-ill 11" *'-I'll‘ III‘ .,_ 1:. ‘F 'i"*1";!’[fl-Iulifl-iii] 'é-‘.- __ ._

_ - 7 ."'!_'.'1I ._ H II" _I‘I|',_ ' ' '  _ I‘_ _ - -', 3’ . - .;. - ;\-.' fill
I " -:.- "I"!

STOP YO urxro -DE/-\'”I‘l~lS rrxt CUSTODY
.1.

I
. - ‘

i . - ‘ . _‘,i_.r __ .. . . . . .. . I ' ' _~ i _ I‘ I _

Frve people, rn rrrrrs months, have had cause lo Kt" lll@"l5@|‘~’_95 Willie b9"‘9 bdied UP
 . y -- /\nrrlsy Jail by rrragrslrates and rudgss.

At least rNlN‘E£'l'EEN others have attempted suicids since January this year.
d I d tlr Jen rlly to openly, brutally lullIn the USA the sutlroritios in some slates use l rs ea r: ta

prisoners. In Britairr we have no death _ponalty but still the sutlroritrss ssnd people rrrlo
irrl'rurnan oorrditiorrs which drive many to l.:rl<s their own lrvss. y

  W€MQ*€lll£ltl.1.,.Ll  _  _
A lull INDEPENDENT public inquiry to irrvsstigsle all injustice wrtlrrn /\rrnlsy Pnson, with

 particular attention to the circunrstrances surrourrdirrg the suicides ol the live young
rerrrsnd prisorrsrs and the attempted surcrdos ol marry others.  
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There i$ intense Pressure, in ffifit it is with learning difficulties would be
F .1. ' - 1- ‘I ;_. .- .. ' 1 ' . . . iaccflptable prdctlce wltbln the me ica produced, stillexists in the way that

Profession’ th at women with learning I women are sterilised, kept on the pill
difficulties who show the slightestL - ' » V for years without knowing it (thefi may
interest in sex be sterilised. The idea _ _ t t _ yl_ gI - ' think that it?s medication for something
is that women (and men) with learning
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else), or not allowed to have sexual;
d'ff' lties can in no way cope With_ Q _ ,_ ‘ _ pew1 icu  

I relationships. It s a shame that Society
being parents, and therefore they are A i "~ n

I thinks it's so bad for there to be ;
not given the chance or the choice.-

ff' lties ‘* more deople with learninv difficultilsg

1.

I

- 1

Some people with learning di icu - "  £1 - Q - F p

might H0? be ablfi to understand “hat havi§B that they are worthless members of
children involves, however many times I

things are explained to them, it‘wiilt

just be beyond them (it is so far from
I

J

their own experience). Rut others can

understand, and know that they want _
.

F -

I.

,children; often this is denied them.fL

What is also lacking are the support‘.. q l X‘. _ i

“systems that could enabie people With.
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 ¢hiidrenP as they will Probably aged. p ~Pub1ic opinion makes the issuesp f
1.
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5"PP°Ft in bringing UP children? afifiln relating to people with learning
- I

all areas Uf 1ife- It would he bette: i difficulties even more complicated, .
F
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I th se su":ort s "tems rather thano  _ P _ ; _B pi" yo i r t r children. _Any children growing up with
I I

sterilisine women. . p _ p i _ I _ h__ aD - I parents with learning difficulties will
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The frequency with which this is done p Y _ H ti ;fi w ,have to cope with other people s, o to
is frighteneng — women with learning

I difficulties are being treated as 1eSS
‘ll .

I

than human. .The mentalitY which ké?£

I
H

I hostile, opinions of their parents.

This is an important point that must.
-til‘ .

i i~ w _ i L p. I be borne in mind , however wrong that
men and women apart in s1ng1e~sex wat¢$ i V _ -
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in hospitals, so that no more chiidren
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public opinion may be, as it is very?
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should NOT be able to have children
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powerful,‘ HOWEVEP4 the °Ver'tiding idea “learning difficulti3S Who are raPed —
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1s that womenswith learningdifficultiea
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Often the fertility of the male partnB5§i 
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s not checked; ho steri1isation,may,
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1n fact be unneccesary. the quotation
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of men.with learning difficultius is,

rarely raised, even though they may be
- \‘ . .' + i

F pi- .. .,_ I- -

having sen with more than one woman.
1
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, Doctors may also sterillse women with,

learning difficulties to guard agalnsh

pregnancy even though they may "Qt bf_
I --I ' ' ‘i FI- I . I

, _ _ y , 11 Hhaving sexual relationships, but Just :
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Uustf.-'tecent-ly, at, fundghos beensqset--i';up4;ln Leeds _
__ for:-,Homen'gwho needimoncy io'~help"poy Int -

* dboifllons. The fundmeeds a :.egul=rrgf<lvw of -
_ money in ple'us‘c" helpifby sending donuflons in
.. theiuddress below. ' -Also women. who need I

_ ' financial help foil‘ abortions, then get In touch. -
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underlinesthe number of women with “'

either by other residents of a home

or hostel, or by male staff, who think
they are an easy target and wom't_say

anything, or won't be believed if they
-I

II‘

do.
1.

The over-riding feeling in this ‘

matter is that women with learning’

diffiiculties should be allowed to have t
I"-.. I I

II I

children if they choose, and be support ed

if they do so. Choice has throughout<,s l

history been taken from people with learn

-ing difficulties, and it is impdtant

that it is given back, and that i  

education allows thoir choices to be

informed ones. I

H.P.. S/>\uCEl
‘Why, what have you done with it?’ quotn i ....... .,._.r,
‘What have we done with it?’ said he; ‘nothing much, save clean

it. But you know the whole outside was spoiled centuries ago: as to
the msidc, that remains in its beauty after the great clearance, which
took place over a hundred years ago, of the beastly monuments to
fools’ and lcnavcs, which once bloclccd it up, as great-grandfather
sun.  I '

-We went on a lit-tlc flu-thcr, and l looked to the right again, and
said, in rather a doubtful tone ofvoice, ' Why there arc Kh¢.HQu3¢5 of
Parliament! Do you still use them?’ ‘ --

Hc bmst out laughing, and was some time before he could control
himself; then he clapped mo on the back and said: '

I take you, neighbour; you may well wonder at our keeping them
standing, and I know something about that, and my old kinsman has
given me books to read about the strange game that they playcd there.
Use them! Wcfl," yes, they are used for a sort of subsidiary market,
and a storage place for manure, and they arc handy for that, being on
the waterside. I believe it was intended to pull them down quite at the
bcgiuning our days; but there was, I am told, a queer antiquarian
society, wluch had done some service in past times, and which
stra1ghtw;ay sctiupl 1ts: pipe against their destruction, as it has done with
many other buildings, which most people looked upon as worthless,
and public nuisances; and it was so energetic, and had such good
reasons to give, that it generally gained its point; and I must say that
when all is said I am glad of it: because you know at the worst thcsc
sllly old bmldmgs serve as a kind of foil to tho beautiful oncs which
we lZ)l11lCl. now. .You_w1ll_scc several others in thcsc parts; the place my
great-grandfather lavas 1n, for instance, and a big building called St‘
Paul you sec, 1n tlzus matter we need not grudge ca few poorish
bmldmgs standmg, because we can always build elsewhere; nor need
we be: anxious as to the breeding ofpleasant work in such matters. "

-: 13 always room for more and more work m a new lJU.I.l.d.lJ'!"'
rnalrir -- it pretentious. For instance, elbow-roorr
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 0 MORE BAD NEUJS ABOUT TAI"lF’UNS,SANlTAR.Y TDUJELS 3 DISPUSABLE NAPPIES

In the last issue of Resister,I wrote an art—"
icle looking at the dioxin content “of tampons,
sanitary towels 3 disposable nappies.However,
not only do these products contain the most
dangerous toxins known to womenybut they
carry other health hazards,including vaginal
ulceration,3 are causing massive enviromental
problems.

Today in Britain,there are two major manu-
facturers of sanitary products-Smith 3_Nephew,
who produce the Dr whites range,3 Kimberly"  
Clark whose product is called Simplicity.The
products they make arenot covered by any
standards,the Companies themselves decide
what standards to use.This has resulted in . '
a code of the utmost superficiality,concentrat-
ing on characteristics such as size of lettering
on the packet,3 number of items in the box.  
Vital issues concerning health 3 safety 3
environmental sensitivity are largely ignored.

while maternity pads 3 dressings which 3
are used in hospitals are covered by the
good manufacturing practice as specified
by the DHSS,'Sanitary Protection'is merely
covered by the manufacturers own code of
conduct.This means that sanitary towels 3
internally worn tampons ARENDT sterile.To
sterilise them would apparently hinder absorb-
ency,3 there are no obligations to list fibrous
or chemical contents on the box ,only quantities

As far as sanitary towels are concerned, .
even though the product doesn't have-to
be sterile,in Britain the bacteria that the
productcontain,at least have to be within i
safety limits-unlike when the same products 3
are sold in the ‘third world countries‘. ~ S "

Tests performed in Malaysia,the Philipines,-3
India,found that sanitary towels sold in these‘
countries contained high levels of bacteria
3 fungi.ln a Malaysian test on bacteria levels -, '
in towels performed in 1987,the major offender  
was a Southalls brand of towel. manufact-red
by Smith 3 Nephew.Unacceptably high bacteria-
counts of 11,000 per item were not.ed,over
‘I0 times the safety standard,which could t
lead to vaginal infections in women using
the towels.(l‘/lalaysian Consumers Association.
Utusan l<onsumer.April 1987.) S

The tests were conducted in response V r
to complaints from consumers who had found t
foreign objects in sanitary "towels,including r
a fishing hook,a needle,cockroach egigs,.3 3
rat droppings-along with various unidentified
stains found in previously unopened packets *3
of towels.0n the other hand,sanitary towels
Qported to Australia werenot found to be
significantly contaminated with bacteria. 3

In 1938,tamDons were introduced to Britain.At
long last women didn't have to walk bowlegged
for a few. days of every month.However,these 3

devi'oes,werenot/arenot covered by any "S gulde 1l'l95-cs§a’r\'-e-*’-  

Tampon manufacturers are under no  
obligation to reveal the chemical contents
of their product in Britain.But- research
on American tampons provides some useful
1nformation,revealing that contents other
than cotton includezrayompolyacrylates
3 polyester;polyvinyl alcohols 3 ethers;pheno
-derived from coal tar,3 listed by the
Toxic Substances Control Source book
in the states.,as a possible toxic substence;3
carboxymethytcellulose(a woodpulp derivative)-

In the 1970 s,Tox1c Shock Syndrome erupted
a sometimes fatal disease which occurs "
onlyxin women using tampons.But not only
15 to1c shock syndrome a problem,but drying,
micro“-ulceration 3 ulceration of the vaginal
membranesliampons on average absorb
65% menstrual blood 3 35% genital secretions

' I-

(F=?.J.Levin,[3.l1Jagner).The ulcers produced
then become portals of entry for toxins
lnto the bloodstream.They also resulted  
in morevaginal bleeding.CIther studies
have also found fibres incorporated into
the granular. tissue of vaginal membranes-~
which has been linked to cervical cancer.

Like the sanitary towel 3 tampon market,
the dlsposable nappy market is vast 3
growing all the time.Neither are there t
any health guidelines for the manufacturers
to follow.The superabsorbent type contain
a layer of granuoles in the paper filling -
which turn to'gel when wet,3 are retained
in the centre of the nappy.No studies
have been done on the migration of chemical

_ ‘P

to the reproductive organs of babies wear
-ling such superabsorbent nappies.but compl-
aints fromparents includezsevere skin  
irritation,oozing blood.fever 3 vomiting.Elne
mother reported that the clear tiny beads
of gel were oozing from her daughters
vagina.  

Disposable nappies are also implicated‘
in the“ very tedious nappy rash syndrome.
Research shows that disposable nappies
are a bigger problem here than Terrys ~ 0
nappies 3 rubbers which in turn are worse
than Terrys on their own.Any plasticcoverinfi
left for too long around the baby's backside
will give rise to the most common -form . -
of nappy rash-ammonia dermatitis.This happens
when bacteria from the bowel get a chance
to breakdown the urine in the-nappymeleasing
ammonia which inflanes the skin.It is prevent
-ed never allowing the baby to remain
damp 3 incarcerated in plastic for long
periods 3 by efficientsterilisation.

. 1.
I
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Then theres the disposable attitude
of not only nappies but just about everything
else that surrounds us in a capitalist world.
This way of thinking means not only waie
of resources,but a never ending demand
for manufacturers to gain a permanent
Hal Keb-

Dne pine tree makes just 500 disposal t
nappies.ln Britain alone,3.ii billion disposables
are used per year,that's 9.3 million a day,
(Facts about Disposable nappies.Spring'88)The
average 35year use of tampons/sanitary
towels results in 10 010-12? 5}0 per woman.

The "disposable nappies end up in dustbins
3 are taken as refuse to landfill sites,posing
problems of hygene./lit least 100 viruses

h are found in faeces have been foundwhic .  
to survive for over two weeks in rubbish.
Babies who are innoculated,could be eliminat
—ing the live virus for several weeks.And
what of non degradable polythene. i

Sanitary towels_3 tampons are flushed y
out to sea via an inadequate sewage system.
75% of ‘blocked drains in public places
are the result of sanitary products.Sma1l
plastic articles are becoming the largest ‘
plastic pollution problem in the seas.They re
eaten by marine life,including turtles 3
whales,fish 3 seabirds,causing their deaths.

i Solid plastic tampon applicators were
manufacturedfiout withdrawn four years _
ago ‘after publicity surrounding their distinc
ttive appQ_a[‘a["|CE on beaches.However,they‘re
still being washed up,indicat1ng- how long_
these nonbiooegradable plastics will persist
in the environment.The adhesive strips _
in sanitary towels are also a D19 emblem-HOW
-8\J9I‘,ElE.98C.l8'C)lE plastics are far too expens-
ive for manufacturers to spend their profits
on. t  
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Disposable products are a problem-  
J5 a billion sanitary towels 3 tampons end
up in the North sea each year,no wonder
the last decade has seen such an increase A
in sea-bathing infections.Not onlydo sanitary
tampons 3 disposable nappies create environ
-mental problems,BUT,although convenient,
they're not exactly‘ safe-particularly tampons
which are worn internally,3 are made up i
of dangerous materials 3 poisonous chemicals.
It's shocking to think that -societys'made
us so blasé about using such items-but
then again,are 'hammocks'an alternative?
They're not exactly safe either,containlng
high amounts of dioxins 3 various other   
artificial chemicals.Natural sponges can
be used for tampons-ibut attach cotton *
first as they can be difficult to retrieve;3
in America reusable cloth menstrual pads
are available.   A ‘

At least there is analternative to dispose
—ble nappies.Terrys nappies are easily A
kept clean by soaking in sterilising solution
3 rinsing thoroughly.0nce upon a time,nappy
services used to thrive in Britains towns A
3 cities,whereby for a few £2 per week,your'
dirty nappies were collected 3 exchanged
for clean,sterile ones.ln the States this t
service continues—anybody need an enterprise
allowance idea... t

lilomens periods result in a multi-million ~
pound business for men,3 the least we i i
should demand is the labeling of chemicals; r
absorbency ratings;3 toxic shock syndrome
symptoms.Tampons or towels with deodorant  
added should always be avoided,3 tampon 1
use resticted to use during heaviest flow
3 used intermittently with towels(ie use
towels on the night) D

|-

i

It's about time our safety should be
put before not only profits but convenience
-what s the point of eating wholemeal this  
3 brown that if we're shoving poisons into
our bodies via other orificesli
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we ve been nutlclnp an lucrease 10

adveits fui inn Summers lately 1n local

papers Ann summers lS a trade name
fol tuop rware—stylc partles, but

selling sex alds and naughty uHdl@5,

Ann Summers is owned by top porné~
. ' _

. I ' 1-
I

._ - 1 '

I . ‘I I-

ographers Ralph and David Gold, who
1. .

_ _ . _ ' 1r '
_ I . . g

I I I ‘ I
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also oyn_Gold Star Publications, whicho
I _ II;_ . I _ _ I '

issues "Rustler", "Raider", “Parade”,

dlmefl at wumnni ]_‘|_()wuVE§1I', thi-3f£:.' dI‘€:! "QlamOLl_-I‘. GirlSII’ QIZC-.
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also many Ann Summers porn shops An" 5Umm@F$ is the 9"1Y ¢°mPanY th@i§II

1n many towns throughout Britain
The company, Ann Summers Sales, 15

obvlously flourishing - gross piullts

for 1987 (toe latest available figures)

were £5,105 727, up from f34F,O04

the pievlnns year
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Golds run directly (and it makes thoirir
I W - F I I I _ I -'1 III I

-| -.- ‘ ‘I I _ hi. -I -J‘ -

t 1 - ll *_ |-i"_'|"'.,|. ' _‘ I I
.1. l- I rl.1'l -| : F

biggest profiits), as they resignedjQ,i

directorships in their other companiési
I. __ '.

- I.

to keep their pornography earningsf;~'i

quiet. *They control Gold Star Pubgar.
. * _ in

. I I

lioations through its parent company,[:'

A &iP t A Roberts (Holdiogs), and»?
. l I

. I |! '-- . - ~. ~
F- - ; '

kaupi the rest of their business in line
. - '._ -

. fl "

through ownership of Lydcare, parent '

““--_~_____ company of Ann Summers, Ve—Lino
""'--- - .

----.,...,, _____‘__ hm.‘-E“ fir‘ . !
X

?ublications, and Moore Harness.
%
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vmmmmflflflflflflfl Moore Earness isle distributoon -‘ifl-‘Jaw
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mgnmwmw ---I C-‘>ml3*3I1Y 1 1%’-1it1dl-ing po"rnography_ and otiieril
“ magazines (including Time Outuntil last?1 U-

.. - . . , - I ii i-'July, now 1t dlstrlbutes City Limits)Q,

es“? M00?e Harness is very important, it ' ~

distibutes Gold 3tar titles, othera
'|

pornography, the Sunday Sport, efi¢,:

firm Sumixxers, Wloorq Hqrnegg ¢_-Md
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Wharf Road, Lomdon N1, where Gold Star 21 woodlands way, Purley’ surrey
. £ lPubllcatlons and Ann Summers Salts also

have offlces

Apollo Ltd also have OfflCBS above

was set up as an equal partnershlpH I I
between the Gold brothers and Pavld

Sulllvan, another powertul pornographer

to publlsh the Sunday Sport

Sulllvan s deallngs are another story

but here we we lllusrrared some of the

llnks betweev what some people mlght

thlnk of as a harmless blt of fun of

an Ann Summers party, and pornography

empires

More lnformatlon and addresses

appear 1n Looks Can K111 by I—Spy

Productlons, avallablt for 9 from

Box 60 52 Call Lane, Leeds LS1 6DT
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It has a warehouse at 50, eagle R81

Z111 S--.--_

_l-.-ébis-—.-iii_1- ~ —.i.rLr1Z:a-

+3
j-||i_I—u|—-Iii

"I

f

-T\fY\Q

by) W\C>of‘<2. \\<:Ufl’\€%%

ph Gold llves at

Davld Gold llves at
-F |

I It If
I"

260 Hlllbury Road, Warllngham, Surrey

the Moore Harness warehouse Thls flrm
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Last November 5 women and 3 men were going to _be tried in
Seville, Spain, accused of performing over 500 abortions back in
1980. The trial didn't take place then as one of the accused
started labour pains (4 weeks early) and the defense asked for a
postponement. v  

In 1980 abortion was considered a crime in Spain. The current
Spanish abortion law was passed in 1985 and makes abortion legal
in three circumstances: lrape, physical or psycological danger to
the life-of the mother and fetal abnormality. There would be a
lot to say on the way this law Q;~s being implemented, but we'll
not go into it this time.  '  r  
The alleged "criminals" (were all members of the Collective ;"Los
Naranjos Birth Control Centre" and for them performing abortions
was a political statement, a demand for a basic right, the one of
a woman to decide when and whether to have children and it was
one more of the activities of the centre, amongst their other
(work they organized talks on sexuality on rural and deprived
urban areas in and outside the province. An interesting note is
that, the accounts of the centre were regularly audited ‘by the
women's movement. The Centre stayed open for 9 months and women
from all over the Spanish Estate used its services. In September
1980 the Centre was raided by the police who arrested all the
workers and the women present there at the time and took all the
equipment. In the 80's this trial gave rise to a massive national
and international campaign, your solidarity is needed again, the
trial will now take place the 30th " March. t
An international campaign is now specially important ass Spain
holds the presidency of the EEC for the first ha)? of this year
and the Spanish government will be very sensitive to outside
criticism/pressure. p .
Please send letters of solidarity with the following text "We
demand the withdrawal of the charges against all the accused in
the abortion trial 20/81, concerning the birth control, centre
"Los Naranjos" to: V g  
Javier Moscoso, (Fiscal General del Estado (The General
Prosecutor), C/ Plaza de la Villa de Paris s/n, 20804' Madrid,
Spain and to Enrique Mujica, Ministro de Justicia (Minister of
Justice), Ministerio de’Justicia,280l5Madrid, Spain. .
‘Please also get "known" people to send a letter too. ;Send copies
of all your letters to SWASG, c/o WHRRIC, 52 Featherstone St,
London EClY 8RT. If closer to the time the trial still is going
ahead there- will be a call for more direct action (ie:
demonstrations‘ in_ front of the Spanish airlines offices, i
"invasions of the Spanish Embassy, Consulate, etc" S T . I
For more information contact SWASG (Spanish Women Abortion
Support Group) I .
c/o WHRRIC v ~ P
52 Featherstone St P -
London EC1Y 8RT
Tel 490 0042. -
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FINANCIAL mo FUR PALESTINIAN women DETAINEES
dear friends, _ ' 1'
we are a newly formed group set upwith the purpose of campaigning for ‘financial support
For Palestimian women who are political prisoners. .

| I ' . $

Having recently spent several months in the occupied territories of Palestine,we made
links there with each of the fourdifferent Palestinian womens committees.

The Palestinian Federation of womens'Action committees,the working womens' committees,
the association of womens‘committees for social work .
the union of Palestinian womens' committees.

These committees are _formed around the oppression palestinians face in the west bank
8. Gaza 8. urgently need international support 8. solidarity work on many different 'levels,wide
campaigning worksolidarity actions in the form of demonstrations,marches,pickets,8- on
a material 8. financial level. »  

All the work of the Palestian womens'committees is therefore in the context of national
struggle for independence.Thus,the womensflorganisations are grass roots movements which
links the question of womens'liberation with socio"-economic liberation.

The uprising in several localities actually started with womens'demonstrations.Demonstrations
8- sit—ins were organised in front ofthe U.S.consulate in Eastilerusalemprotesting against
the U.S.support of the occupation. r -

In the Popular committees.women have actively participated in popular teaching 8 in health.
The solidarity campaign with Palestinian women political prisoners is one which desperately
needs your support as currently,thousands of Palestiians are detained in the most horrific
prison conditionssubjected to a mass array of physical 8. mental torture inflicted by
the Isreli authorities with no legal‘ rights whatsoever.  
Many Palestinians are held under administrative detention;A detention order is signed
by a military offic':er,the detainee can be held for any length of time without anybody
knowing cif their whereabouts,with no rights to see a lawyer,minimal rights to appeal 8.
all this without any formal accusation or charge brought against them.
Financial support is needed to contact lawyers who will help find where the detainee
is being held 8. provide legal aid to them.Detainees are also in need of basic necessities,
like medical car.e,blankets 8. warm articles of clothing. V  T

we askfovr your help to raise financial’ support which will be sent to the Palestinian
womens'committees 8. the womens'organisation for political prisoners. 1

|, _ I " 1‘ I

' l’

N.iB.-To enlist your support 8. to make a donatiomplease immediately contact us at the
Pankhurst centre,60-62 Nelson St.,Manchester. _

From:Action for women in palestine. P
i
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10th--lhth Aprihvlargaret McCreath prints,t
textiles,ceramics.Jacob Kramer Gallery,
Cookridge St.
22nd-23rd April—European weekend against
racism 3. fascism,including Leeds festival
with bands 8. street performers in the
town centre. .
‘lst-19th April-Anne Lamb flower water-3
colours 8- pastels.(3rape Lane I3allery,Low
Petergate,\/ork.
Until April 16th-Five textiles exhibition.
Ad Lib Gal1ery,Drury Lane,LiJakefield.
Until May 6th-Charlotte Mellis,Anne
Forde.Designs in black 3. white.Piece
Hall art gallery,Halifa><.
Until Maylhth-Tades Union Banners,100
years of womens banners.Cartwright
Hall,Lister Park,& Industrial Museum,
Bradford. i_ _
Until May 20thDorothy Ii] Moore paintings.
Dewsbury Museum,Crow nest park.

_'1 iii -I-I—- Ifiéij-1? 

REGULAR MEETINGS\/Vi nets OI I SUNDAYS
Parents friend ‘lst sunday of the month
Tel Bradford 67£.627
Bradford Lesbian/Gay youth Gp 7 30pm
Lilomens football Hyde Park moor,Leeds 1..--liga
Leeds claimants union business meeting
every sunday Tel753160 or 42611.8
MONDAVSIUOMENS SPORTS NIGHT Manningham
Sports centre Bradford
York Lesbian 8. gay solidarity 7 30pm
TUESDAYS
Leeds Lesbian S Gay youth Gp 7 30pm
Leeds Mozambique Gp 3rd Tuesday of
every mth 8pm 130 Harehills Ave
Leeds campaign against the poll tax
Alternate Tuesdays 8pm Trades Club (start-
lng 10th Jan)
Leeds women 3 Ireland Op Meet Tuesdays,
Civic Hall,Leeds Contact Box 173 52 Call
GHQ
UJEDNESDAYS
Lesbian with children/in relationship

Until October—Sample Pieces for Improvement With PBPT-091‘ Wlllh C|‘I1ldP9fl-Cflflllafit.
uIomens'sample pieces.Oakwell ha1l,Nutter ~B90I"\1@.C/U leeds Other paPer.52 Call
lane,Birstall,Nr.Batley. _ 5"‘?
10th-12th A ril-‘A Taste of Honey‘ by DAM meetinsawoodpepker pub.l"Iarsh
 $" '" I i ’

Shelagh Delaney.Huddersfield sports L809 BPIT1THURSDAYScentre. 1 i 1; d Irish in Britain Representation Gp meets11th April- Pinchdice 8. Co .presen we
by lilomens theatre Grouplilakefield Arts 2%‘ 8= Ath Thurs of month 8i=>m.Ti"edest 7 30 m club,saville MtCen re. .. p . Ih A -Fwomens Gas Federation Illustrat lilomens Action on benefits Open Thurs morn12t EPI - - -
-ed talk Leisure times in olden days'.2pm.L -1098 9 3U-12 39 202 B9111‘-3vUE' RCLLEBUS
Leeds Methodist Mission,O><ford_Place,Leed FRIDAYS

h A '1-Lesbian/Gay disco ‘I in ‘I2 Lesbian social Gp First friday of month1313 -
__'_££L lb‘ T St. Bradford.  i I 791453535club,2’l-:23 A ion .h 1~ S ace £/15 SATURDAVSLeeds lesbian 8. Gay youtn15th April-lilomens ea ing p -p -
\/isualisation/voice movementmassage. [3P|-F-‘BB5 1955180 3 Gav i/Outh Gp 2-lipmBox 300 C/O LOP
Te1;h327i-H - - ' The word is oi f l sb L1th April-lilomans massaQ9~d8y.1FI "T95-'1l3al31\/9 U533 B300 J 9 la" WP‘ 9P5 GP ‘-9935
healing.Playful space.Tel;620l.5i. . I
'l3th April-Meeting to discuss the possibility
of a centrally based womens centre
in Leeds,OR of forming a local network
of womens centres 3. organisations. _
In Room 7,Leeds"Civic Hall.Info;inc_luding
chilcare,phone Tracey Kennedy,h6221£./9
or womens centre,£.2I232..- I-hr. H‘1-

 

‘R;

o8s-BE@ -.€'17th A ril-‘Red is the colour of night'.Playby-D‘Ur%l'e Exposure Theatre Co.-the
first company to intergrate actors with
8. without disabilitiesl2.30-3pm.Leeds
art gallery,free.Please book in advance.
Tel.Shape Up North 1.31005. I
22nd April—Moving 8- Drawing from within
for women.Swarthmore.£12-£20. *
15th--16th April—Northern Black Cross
meeting.(Prisoners support network).‘I
1 in 12‘ club,Albion St,Bradford. ___
29th April-Black peopleon T\/..Oay event.
Bradford Film theatre,Bradford Playhouse
10.30am. -
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