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fae WHITE WOMEN CISM H.ﬁTRE ﬂg;géfig'ln response to white women refusing to take black women
% THE 3RADFORD WOMENS C]:: : h'Q;" % g‘cfg seriously, and their patronising attitudes, and as it was
The Bradford Womens centre has iad a bad reputation wit én §§;g failing to be a centre for ALL women, s
the Black community, for making black women unwelcome3 §n 22§ BLACK WOMEN OCCUPIED THE CENTRE.
the 9 founder members are all white. As part of a socia ~~ 1 The centre is now closed till the A.G.M. (Annual General Meeting)
work course, a black woman was doing her placement at the T & g ¥; g * <3 x .
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ing an "Asian languase was essential" . gRk2ge O TP Wants to g, th ONS. - amopget whira s Vi
e : : ive (of white '=3<sgZ € black € centre ‘te women -

This job desciption then went to the collective (o0 =9385 initines Wome BUT ¢} ack. fhe other o 0
women) who sat on it.The black woman's placement ended, and 555 9 black 1ve inp; deallng with fy don't seep to be fa;()up we iy
& 5 &

the a i fatahle” S a prob] Mmen shoig €aving it
The job description changed to "Asian language prefer . It 4 o €M for white women SOrt out thejr own g; g
Fifty % of the applicants were black - but the job wint to a S and.ﬁgsolwhlte women tq coﬁg SOrt out, pot £ Sflté Racism
; . with a woman . ro ac
white woman (with a degﬁge too) , Wh? vas lovers | . aeave it o blac womwnt other white women ' g Yomen,
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f SO.......Black women sent letters to Irregular Periods and 23 ;._g L
: the centre, demanding bcth appologies and positive constructive A Q%S
b A ? AN AFTE
action.These demands were repeated at collective meetings. RWORD ON THE Cou
The response was last miaute and inadequate.The white women Bradford Council:
explained why decisions /ere made - it was just excuses and * did n
5 ca g : ot offe
¢no more.Also Suzanne felt a lot of hostility from white women * kept interupiiﬁzlghw1th the Emergency General Meeting
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STOP STRIP SEARCHES

In November 1982, Maureen O'Neill, on her way to a
remand hearing from Armagh gaol, was told to take all her

“ clothes off in front of.a group of prison warders. She
refused - there had never been strip-searching in Armagh
before - and hér clothes were forcibly pulled off by the
warders., She was then pun]shtd by withdrawal of
privileges.....

Four years on, the policy of strip-searching women
prisoners in the north of Ireland continues. It is used
as a weapon to degrade and humiliate women, any pretentions
of it being necessary for security reasons are a load of
nonsense, :

One of the most disturbind recent individual experiences
reported was that of a woman who miscarried her baby as a
direct result of the stress preduced by the traumatic
effects of this pollcy. The woman was arrested by the RUC
for non-payment of a motoring fine. With the knowledge
that she was 13 weeks pregnant, the RUC took her to
Mughaberry prison. She was then strip-searched. The
following day, her fine was paid by a relative. Within this
short period, she was searched twice and strip-searched on
her release. A day later she miscarried.

Other women have continued to be strip-searched whilst:
having an epileptic fit; menstruating; and one was
blimdfolded whilst her clothes were taken off and the search
carried out.

Ella O'Dwyer and Martina Anderson, whilst on remand in
Brixton awaiting trial for the "hotel bomb conspiracy"

‘i‘a u___‘,. "‘ m,A’ Q __.I,.t..m._

17th 1086, when Amanda Collins was arrested outside the

also recieved a gross amount of strip-searches. At 4 a.m. Fmbafsy, she was physically assaulted on her way back, and
on the morning of July 3lst, 1986, they were transported to a poiiceman lowered himself onto her body. When she
Durham H wing in a closed prison van. Before leaving strngled he sat on her and bounced up and down on the
Brixton they were strip-searched and put into the van, small of her back., Shae was sexually hardbbed ahd groped
having contact only with prison officers. Upon arrival at . t?L van, ang called a “dirty lesbian”., "a dirty slag"
Durham they were again strip-searched. In the 14 months from and “a nigger lover™. Once inside Cannon Row police

July 1985 to Sept 1986, Ella and Martina respectively station she was phys1ca]ly assaulted and groped by male
recieved 388 and 381 strip-searches. For the month of police officers.

May 1986, whilst on trial, the number reached a peak of
61 each (approximately 3 a day each).

»

These incidents indicate to us how the state and its
protectors deal with any woman who does not conform to

the passive role that is forced upoin ®@s. Any woman who
is seen to be political in the remotest sense is seen as
threatening and abnormal. She must be controlled and ci; -
empowered. The police force prisons, media, etc. sece the

Meanwhile, on Oct 6th 1986, Simone Dewhurst was arrested on
the non-stop picket outside the South African Embassy in
Trafalgar Square. She was taken to Cannon Row police
station where she was forcibly stripped, told that a

pullCL officer woull like to "fuck her", told that she
was a dnty lesbian"

i B and left btandlnd naked in the best way to degrade, demoralise and "break us" via our
g & bodies. Hence the role of strip searches, introduced in
the North of Ireland in ¥982, and the sexual harrassmeht of

EPTY. ,.,,,_ i female arrestees all over the world.
1 / o .. T T

hing male police“officers. On Sep t

s ”“1 ¥
,U%/;’H
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\% 43 *ﬁ There are a number of campaigns against strip-searches,
M for more information, write to:
‘"ﬁ Sheffield Women and Ireland Group,
: P O Box 104,
Sheffield 1.
Ella O'Dwyer and Martina Anderson both recieved life
sentences. Postcards and letters of support would make
a great deal to them: Ella O'Dwyer POW D251383
Martina Anderson POW D25134
Durham Prison,
Eld Elvet
Durham DH1 3HU.

Stop Strlp Searches, a public meeting, will be held
on Thurs. 2lst May, at Leeds Trades Club. *1.30.
There's a speaker from the Sheffield Women & Ireland

group, Ann Nelligan, and a video - "If you didn't laugh
SO 6 Bry.5. . |

On Sat 13th June, there's a national demo dgalnst
strip searching in Durham. It will pass Durham Prison,
where Martina Andurboufand Ella O'Dwyer are still being
strip searched. The march (like the meeting) is mixed, but
' ﬂ has been organised by women and is to be women-led.
"'Q’ Coach (costing £4/£2) willleave the university .
”f“' -:3», Parkinson steps at 10.30, the Trades Club at 10.40,
and the Corn Exchange at 10.45,
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coesnes COSMIC WOMBYNS SOCKS..ce0e

1. Buy wool..any sort or colour ....be
daring.....and a set of 4 sock needles
(sige depends on wool)

Cast on 20 stitches,knit a few rows,
to check hownbig it will be....

so now work out how many stitches you
want for the whole sock...ceveeecennen

2.Suppose you decide on 60 stitches.
Cast on 20 on the first needle, then
keeping the wool tight, 20 on the next
2 , which leaves one free-- use it to
start off knitting and keep going round
and round...... socks are spirals - I
said it was cosmic.

Do several inches of ribbing - knit one
pearl one , or knit 2 , pearl 2.

After the rbbing is done, keep going
doing plain(stocking) stitch till you want

to start the heel(no need to do pearl cos i
Jocky € JpIRDIS -
you are always onoutside/ front of sock.) 2. ME e

Make it as long or shot as you want,and
stripes are easy to knit.....ceev00.
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3. THE HEEL‘...........O.
Divide stitches into two and keep one lot
held on a pin or pins. Then knit the other

hglf:.......abgut 24 rows - the longer this
bit is , the bigger the foot will be,

d. THE meelr !

4, SHAPING THE HEEL

Knit to middle e.g. to no. 16 if
there are 32. Now go along 4 more
to 20 .Now go back 8 - leaving the
remaining 12 on the pin.THEN ....
Turn around and go back , leaving
12 on the other pin too .

&~ 32 T8 ——m>

So you now have a middle section
ONE ROW HIGHER THAN THE REST .
If not why not'

f// MIDDLE 8

s

Now start picking up the rest -

2 each row=—-=-- knit the last one
of the higher bit with the first
one of the lower bit (decrease in
other words ) and pick uf the 2nd
stitch of the lower bit.

Keep going till you have picked
them all up (there might be an odd
one left on each side -never mind)
IT IS EASIER THAN IT SOUNDS : : !

L4 . THE HARD BIT § e héd...

5. You now have to join the top E%F
(held over on pins) with the bottom
bit of the heel, This is done by
picking up stitches out of the two
edges that form the two sides of
the heel, so that the circle is
rejoined and you can carry on going
round.

The number you pick up depends on
how many rows you did e.g. 24 rows
so pick up 12 , one every 2nd row

6.50 you managed to pick them all
To shape the foot,decrease every
2nd time round, on both sides of
the heel. Do this maybe 8 times.
The more you do the smaller the
foot.

It's downhill now all the way to
the toe - - - make the foot as long
as you want BUT don't forget it
will stretch.

7. THE TOE
Go round and decrease every 6 *
stitches,then knit 6 rows without
decreasing.Decrease every 5 , knit
D rows ANt 80 Off .. s edneiss

If all goes well you end up with
NONE AT ALL a crochet hook is
use fu' for the last few.

. ¥ If the no. of stitches you
started with can't be divided by 6
you will have a few left over.It

doesn't matter- - as you start de-
creasing more often,they can be
included.

9

b 11
THE vERY HARD 8IT G, #e hees...

et}
€ whére
¢ﬁﬁ§w;.«ye»mat
/ S Bt of
s &~ heel

P/g;e W EE SHIChES
oﬁﬁ!,ﬂbﬁﬂa'ﬁﬂ

6. Ataotrng fm the fot ...

F. THe ToE !/

8, NOW GO AWAY AND DO THE OTHER ONE
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Pity about "Council Matters".,a film

. fantastic part-funded by Sheffield City Council

to tell everyone how wonderful
councils are, what would we do with-
out them, and don't forget to use
your vote. Once again, women feature
heavily,which is great, but singing
the praises of the council and the
ballot box?? Maybe not so great......

complete works,
collective, now

their work before
the brilliant

' read good reports
"Crops & Robbers",
ce the rest of what

To end on a good note though
gh, but not
% a gOOd sub.je(.:t., "Give Us a Smile"

‘T;Ckets;g;_so/gl(' is about sexism and men's violence,
ORKSHIR On the streets and in' the media. It

I U'H'D ‘",wg.s_'sometim.es funny, sometimes.angry,
and” sométimes really scarey,~but &

bits where they events from time to time, but to see
o mwnmmym&* them all at once was a treat. It was
I ‘Dlective They; @ pity thBt there were so few women

just make films wopp,, €W ¢ P1LY ,

J "ationalan, in the audience, but maybe lots of

< issues, althoughrtos With :
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MUST NOT BE DISMISSED

This month we learned that women with mental
handicaps have even less control over their
bodies than the rest of us. The Law Lods set
a precedent and gave permission to Sunderland
Borough Council for the sterilisation of "Jeanette",
a mentally-handicapped girl of 17, without her
having to give any sort of consent.

People with mental handicaps have no chance to

make decisions which affect their lives., and this

Law Lords decision is a backward step in the slow
process to give these people choices. And who's
to tell whether it will be applied to other, less
severely handicapped women, or those suffereéng
mental illmess?

Living in an institution where you have no say in
what you wear or eat, let alone whether you can have
a sexual relationship or children, has left
¥,000's of mentally hamdicapped people without
the ability to decide anything for themselves.

At last the need for community care, rather than
institutions, is being recognised, but it's

noy uncommon for mentally handicapped women to

be givem the pill withoug them realistne it, or.te
have their babies taken from them, because thewy
aren't seen to be fit mothers. |

Issues relating to people with mental
handicaps must not be dismissed as being in no
way applicable to able-minded people. It's this
sort of attitude that allows Burke's Peerage
to pronounce members of the royal family dead,
because they etre mentally handicapped and
therefore an embarrassment. BERS ey

Help with housework in a group home.




WOMEN in the SPANISH REVOLUTION

1986 marked the 50th anniversary of the people's revolution in
Spain. As we all know, when historical events are recorded,
the role that women played is often neglected or ignored. It
is for this reason that I now attempt to write an article

on the role of women in the Spanish revolution.

In the early 1920's in Spain, there was a a movement for
women's rights, but it had a reformist and careerist orient-
ation, based on the women in the professions. For anarchist
women, reformism was out, and their focus was on social
revolution.

In the 1930's, Europe was experiencing one of it's worst
ever slumps. In Spain by 1936, unemployment was over 30% in
many of the towns and cities. There had been little industr-
ial developmemt and 70% of the people still lived on the
kand, thus starvation was normal between the harvests.

The Spanish republic was born in 1931. The workers and
peasants, having gone through years of dictatorship, believed
that maybe there would be modernisationgnd their living
standards would begin to improve. It was not to be so. The
republican/social democratic coalition which came to power in
1931 did little to improve living conditions for the workers.
Unemployment remained high and the working class organisations
aspecially the CNT-AIT (an anarcho-syndicalist trade union,
formed in 1911), suffered repression, with many of the
members being imprisoned. In 1911 the coalition fell,and a .
right-wing coalition came to power. This coalition of the
wealthy and powerful now had state power, and were determined
to use it to smash working class and peasant resistance.

The CNT-AIT organised as best it could against the govt.

A rising took place in Catalonia in December, shortly after the
change in government. It was crushed in 10 days. Other

revolts took place but were invariably crushed. In February
1936 there was another election, which was won by the

Popular Front, a coalition of republicans, socialfdemocrats

and Stalinists of the Communist party. the voters voted for
change, and between the election in February and the

fascist revalt in July, there were 113 general strikes, 228
partial general strikes, 145 bomb explosions, 268 deaths,

1287 wounded, 215 assaults and 160 churches burned.

The government became dedperate and decided that parliament
~ary democracy was to be abandoned and the workers organisaté

ion smashed. meanwhile, a fascist coup was being organised
for July 17th. The initial step was taken when Franco
seized Morocco and issued a "radical manifesto" - his aim to
turn Spain into a fascist dictatorship. The cabimet resigned
on July 18th and Barrios, a right-wing republican, was made
Prime Minister.

The activities of July 18th and the threat of return to a
fascist dictatorship, resulted in a massive, spontaneous
response from the peoplex of Spain. Events overtook the

political parties and leaders, and women played a full part -
they formed the backbone of resistance, present everywhere,
on committees, in the militias, on the front-lineand women -
fought alongside men as a matter of course.

The fascists made headwgy in some parts of the country,
but in 100's of areas, collectives were established. This
marked a massive change in the people's way of living, as
land was divided equally, regular meetings heldand public
works built by the people, e.g. schools. However, attitudes

to others, including the status and role of women,were still
in need of adjustment.
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Throughout the country the initiative was being taken by
workers and peasants, thus stopping the fascists im their
tracks over three quarters of Spain, and with all its
limitations, the Bpanish revolution in its lst phase brought
new possibilities for women, and an element of personal
liberation for some. Onegroup which attempted to get a 1lib-
ertarian perspective on the situation was "Mujeres Libres"
(Free Women). By the end of Sept. 1936, it had 7 labour
sections - transport, public services, nursing, clothing,
mobile brigades for non-specialists, and brigades able to
replace men in the war. The federation grew, organising for
women t@ make the maximum contribution to whatever practical
work had to be done. Its members saw themselves as having an
important educational function too, working to emancipate

women from traditional passivity, ignorance and exploitation
that enslaved them.




In November 1936, The fascists tried to claim Madrid.
Again,the people made their stand and again women played a m®
massive part. A women's battalion fought before Segovia
Bridge. Inside the city, women organised mass demonstrations,
devised propaganda and slogans, including the famous
"No Paseran" (they shall not pass), and built barricades.
Committees were set up, based on districts, houses and

blocks, for the provision of food, ammunition and communication.

W9men comtributed actively to the defence, including anti-
aircraft observation and surveillance of fifth column suspects,

As the revolution progressed, attitudes towards the militia
women changed. In the early days, many women had gone to
the front as soon as they could, and no-one saw anything
comic in a woman holding a gun, but militia men later had to
be kept out of the way when women were drilling, because they
tended to laugh at them and put them off.

Other drastic changes occurred, including the informal
leadership decision of the CNT- AIT to enter the government,
thus participating in the legalising, take-over and eventual
suppression of the revolutionary gains, and paved the way
for the Communist Party.

Some reforms were achieved which would be beneficial to
women. Abortion was legalised, under controlled conditions;
there was the setting up of refuges open to all women,
including prostitutes. The governmeng also took some steps
in regulating marriage customs, and in April 1937, "marriage
by usage'" was instituted, whereby cohabitation by 10 months,
or less if pregnancy occurred, was considered as marriage.
This decision was later reversed due to the ensuing pre-
valence of bigamy.

Women became the reserve army, coming to the fore only to
make up lacks in manpower; and they were forced to queue for
hours for food. Conflicts arose within the anti-fascist
camp, with the communist party tightening its hold on the
republican forces, aided by Russian military and political
intervention. Consequently the revolution failed as militias
were militarised and collectives suéiessed. However, it
was no republican victory either, ad the fascists gained
control.

This meant the abolition of divoke, abortion and birth
control, the banning of bare legs, and the educating of
young girls to the traditional, submissive roles based on the
family and home. Women have continued to resist such
measures. Whan the republic was defeated, many joined the
stream of refugees opting for exile, and of those who were
forced to return to Spain, many committed suicide. Many
others were executed under Franco's orders.

In times of intensified social change, especially war and
revolution, women are generally seen to be fulfilling new
roles, aquiring a new view of themselves,and forcing changes
in society's view of them. This can be taken as an index of
the extent to which women are restricted and suppressed in
normal times, and the consequent waste of potential.

Even after such revolutions, the demonstration of what
women can achieve is effectively forgotten. This history of
women has to be rescued, not only from obscurity, but from

2 contrasting stands of attention it recieves from time to
time: the patronising line about women doing a good job, being
1002 BEHIND the men; and the counter tendency, which
occaiesionally comes over in women's liberation writings, to
regard everything done by women as good and beautiful -

we must remember that women played a part in the fascist

side too.

What is striking is that "there is no reason to believe
that the condition of Spanish women would have been ?
fundamentally changed if the anarchists had won the war
(Temma Kaplan). So we see that libertarians were aware of
how capitalist society exploited women but "they did not
develop a programme to prevent gimilar exploitation 1in a
revolutionary society". The liberation of women had not
been thought of in theoretical or practical terms.

The same can be said of today. We have an anarchist
movement, whigh as yet has not analysed the exploitation of
women, not only on economic grounds, but on patriarchal
grounds too. It seems that anarchists place all of.thgir
emphasis on attacking capitalism and the state, believing
that once they are gone, sexism, racism,agism, etc. will
disappear. This is not so:: As can be seen by the e
experience of the Spanish civil war, social revolut?on
must be given the same priority as economic revolution,
if we are really to achieve anything.

Sources: Liz Willis - "Women in the Spanish Revolution".
Eddie Conlon - "The Spanish Civil War - Anarchism in Action".

Molly Toff.
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