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LOUISE MICHEL-May 1830-1905.

Louise Michel's life was just so full
of political activity,that it's hard
to comprehend the amount of work She
actually did-in the Paris commune; for
womens emancipation; & for the spread-
ing of Anarchist propaganda.

Nnt only was She a very active Anarch-

ist, but She was also a strange(&like-
"able)character.She was an incredible
romantic, & saw herself as living out

a part in a fantastic drama; fighting
the oppressor & hoping Her death would
be on the battlefield.She was perman-
ently surrounded by stray animals, inc-
ludlng a parrot,which She taught to
say'VIVE L'ANARCHIE'(long live Anarchg

alongside men-as did Louise Michel, who
also organised women only demos &
held meetlngs to stimulate other
women to organlse
Once that. battle was won, the people

demanded that the bourge01se republic
give up ig s power, & let the paris

Ay

_commune. tage itsaplage.
"It did. but was then in constant battle

with Versailles,where the army had

fled to.Women again fought on the batt
-lefields,but this time,male 'comrades’
began to show hostility to these women

- who should be in the kitchens-they

even denied them their rations!Neither
'would the men allow prostitutes to
sign up for ambulance duty,as the

vwounded must :be tended by 'pure hands'

Louise Michel was born in France at.a,;

time when there was much activity
| taking place against Napoleon I1I,&

,& they felt that prostltutes were
unclean i

..,,

people were trying to set up a Republx:Paris was taken & the commune crushed

From very early on in Her life, She de~
cided that She would teach, & once 1in
Paris, _some of Her first courses were
for woklng class people on the more
1nfluent1al Republicans of the time.

1t was'nt long before She'd help set

up a womens Rights group,which demandeJ

equal access to education, & equal pay
for women.As well as giving talks on

employment for women in the city, in an 30 wagf@%.

attempt to eliminate prostitution via
women being able to find work which
could actually support them.

At first,She was very influenced by
the Republicans,as well as the respect

& Loulse Mlcjﬁg,who s noteriety had

arrested as the 'prize catch' Once
in court, She wasnot prepared to bow

. Her head & ask foglveness but instead

gave the%aourts a good long lecture on
the- ne?,mgor a social revolution.
Louise Michel along with many other,
revolutlonarles was exiled.

71ng the 4 month long boat

‘trip &0 New Caledonia(just off Austral

?—1a) that Her Anarchist politics deve-

' loped, mainly due to one of the other
. prisoners, Nathalie Lemen,with whom She
constantly discussed politics.Louise

-able women of the womens rights move- Mlchel came to realise that any power
ment, & She began to attend meetings 'was bad power,whether it be the commune
of the'Free Thought Group'-who talked taking the power of the Government, or
of the coming revolution.lt was here the Bolsheviks taking the burea cracy
that She announced 'If the men hang or the pollce & prisons of czarism.
back when the time comes,women will \Once on New Caledonia Island, Louise
lead the way.And 1'll be there.'!! Michel continued Her harassment of

The political situation in France near
-ly exploded when the journalist
Victor Noir was assassinated by Pierre
Bonaparte,cousin of the Emperor.People
- went armed to the funeral, including

- Louise,who had taken a sabre.After

" Noir's assassination, Louise Michel
swore on His tomb to wear mourning for
the victim,until justice be done.She
wore black until the day She died.

Napoleon's Empire was eventually over-
thrown & a Republican Government set
up. However, Paris was constantly under
attack, & so armed battle continued.And
the women not only fulfilled their
traditional role of ambulance nursing
& canteen work, but took arms & fought

the authorities, & She also began to
learn the language of the indigenous
population-the Melanesians.In 1878,
the Melanesians rebelled against the

'French colonlsts Louise Michel was one

'of the only whlte prisoners to side

with them, & She was disgusted that Her
white

'comrades' fought alongside the

colonists...

By this. tlme Louise Michel was a cele-
brity. amongst the revolutionaries of
Europe because of Her direct action &
propaganda during the Paris commune
years.When She was ffreed from exile, She
returned to Paris,where there were be-
tween .6 &: 8000 .people there to greet
Her.

The bourge01s population of France was

1mmed1ately -on guard, as the angel of
petrol’'’ Queen of the scum', had returned

Sk
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And from now on till Her death in
1908, Louise Michel was permanently
dogged by police officers.

"This woman must be taken seriously
The acclaim which She now enjoys
can only inflame Her even more.She
knows no limits,if She doesn't
mana?e to stir others to action
She'll strike out alone, prepared
to sacrifice Herself like a new
Charlotte Corday." (Charlotte
Corday was guillotined for stabb-
ing Marat to death in his bath.)

She immediately embarked on hund-
reds of meetings, &had much to say
to women, about marriage, education,
prostitution,etc.She also denounc-
ed any call for voting rights.She

'wanted a society where there would
be no Government, & the people
‘Wwould become truly self governing,
& the people would beable to
develop to their fullest.

Louise Michel must have done thous
-ands of lectures & meetings in
Her lifetime.spreading Anarchist
ideas, &also stressing womens emanc
-ipation,

From the beginning, Louise Michel
had worked with women only,petit-
ioning the Republican Government,
organising demos.,etc,& She cont-
inued to do so-encouraging women
to fight war & prostitution, to

| set up local groups as part of the
{ decentralised organisation 'The

| League of Vomen"',which had members

{ in Poland, Italy.Spain & Britain,as

| Louise Miaghel beliewed im & worked
| for an Internatienal rewvolution.

| She knew that demanding the vote
wasnot the answer for women,as in
capitalist & state Socialist soc-
.ieties,whether women had the vote
or not, they were still kept out of
the decision making process.No, the
.only answer was to take up arms
against the state, & create an
Anarchist society,where each perso
will only have to work a few hours
each day to produce all of the
communitys'needs.
She believed in no more authority,
no more Government, family, country,
or homeland. Instead, absolute
liberty.No more oppressors or opp-
ressed;: 'masters' or slaves.

L

Her philosophy was that each indiv
-idual is good,but society corrupts

Her/Him.By eliminating hierarchies
destroying capitalism, establishing

-

- . * i . GV A =
R e P R LT Ty e e

liberty for women & men, then each
person will work according to
their ability, & take according to

their needs.

Louise Michel died during one of
her speaking tours, & She died
beleiving that we must all fight
for humanity, & women were part
of humanity, even though,univers-

ally they had been reduced to
slavery.
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If you would like to subscribe -

to RESISTER,please fill in the
following form & return to:

Z
A

7

:

I enclose £4/£5 (delete as
appropriate),
Cheques or postal orders to be
made payable to RESISTER.

(£4 for unemployed, low paid, etc

£5 for those who can afford it!

The subscription is for one year
. ie.12 copies & postage. )
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caught. Before her, trial (3"

.““’

Martina Shanahan was on remand ¥
g for 13 months, with her light on
through the day and night. She
was the onliy category A remand
| female prisoner at the time,
in Risley Remand centre. «i' .
f She was held in iseolation for 7 -
y months (the absolute maximum for

convicted prisoners should be |
55 days);, and during this time @&
her IQ sank below the borderiline &
§ of subnormal. A defence lawyer : @
#£old the judgé at the trial that R
R at one point it had been: . . :
M doubted if she'd be fit to pleadPs
M ° What sort of justice have .
B Martina, Finbar or John had, or g
Efwhat can they éxpect? If-an 8
& appeal ‘does go''ahead, it's all 48
Pitoo easy to predict what the GhE
! outcome will bhe. *

e e A e —

%
. - 7

At the end of last month’ Martina
Shanahan, 23, Finbar Cullen, 28 !
and John McCann were each : a R
. gentgnced Ltb-a masSiVe‘?S}Yeéfs
g HRPI1SONMerit fQ?,CQnspigacyﬂto &t
. v murder Tom King; SGerdtlry of [
g - SEate for NOrthern?It’iégéA:aﬁa?'; '
i 2ETSOoNS: unknown: 2 f S @ERE B L

LA et

.
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ttif i don't accept myself. i i

&SRy Linid R LS a5
gzbefenceflawyers.w1}h ?efﬁgtht |
launching ;an appeal agamnsaiiégsn

incredibly. long sept%gggﬁﬁgpfﬁ%ﬁ_{?
has been widely Cr1t¥9}iguﬁa,@ﬁ; v
;& variety of peoPRE. HELETIR, §
. press. T

"y
)

H b
‘ .

.Normally‘fQHJWQNW ;A%%%ﬁ
"7 rather than conspiracy.,. Bub 1ih i L. § A booklet about Martina's

i ‘ene light of preSen?3QUhlﬁgﬁ%;%6%; _4itreatment is being produced and
P B e have been SU y " .should be ready soon. Copies
’Wﬁoplnlogé W?izoi?zg“iéhélya%ﬁ%?ﬁﬁﬁ* ' “can be’orderedyfrOm | 2

P many. V1c | | G i . | > | o R £y
%3¢*282§n;t British forces, Irish o EEMa i ting Fop 'JusSCige?,y - e oo hn - £
fﬂLéfgople just cannul EXPec~ O, 9l / ¥-c¢/o South London Women's Centre,gisg] @
1f”?air1y treated in British courts.. | 4555, Acre Lane, Londoni'SW2.'!' - &g
R ina’'s 1.t RWThey cost £1.50 each, and' '

! han, Martina's . 1t #fThey ch, \
;zl_iadigeihagzid’ "No Irish man O | & 8 Broceeds will go to a fund to
;p;froan ean expect justice in this, | 'Bhelp families ‘of Victims of!

e L T | ’ tion of Terrorism Act. |
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- \\ kicked out at the restrictiveness such & role would impose on her as an individumal ,
Pl
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REVIEW , .BOOK REVIEW,,, BOOK REVIEW,....BOOK REVIEW. ... ” \ / ’\
SYLVIA FLATH, BIOGRAFPHY BY LINDSEY MARTIN WAGNER, ’(, ‘ "\\ : :

L i
17l X O\ TR LAY XY
does it feel to be a real true blue

Queastion for Mr Ted Hughes "'vrenowned ' poet . . . . no how ‘

BOOK

/

establinhment grade A bastard. . . and you can't get more establishment than poet Jlaureate
cAan you?

Having read Sylvian's life struggle I beleive Ted's claim to fame rhould be for being =

20th century single man version of the Rosseti PRB 'male eolite artiats’' conspiracy nagminst

and undermined the work of

Eliznbeth Siddal, ao demr Ted during Sylvian's Jifetime (and after her death,) dominated

and directed the gift of the 'little leacddy ' known then as 'Mrs Sylvia Hughes,' or even Ted

-

il
. “ ] {
N womanhood! |Becaune just as Ruskin, Rosseti and co, conttrollec
g
1

Hughes' wife,

e N [ R UN

’@"«»

D

era, the 50's, when women

Remding this biography (Lt is obvious Sylvia was trapped by her

were ‘good wives' ‘home makers' and thst was what mattered. Born into this 'vlimate'

Sylvin wanted, sought for fullfillment in the wifely role, husband seeking obsnesaed her

more than Lhe urge to write 1t seems. Yet at Lhe same time she was fused with anger and

Confuaed, denied any contact with any even vaqgue form of feminism, her life became = battle

as she fought to live with opposing desires. She nought a perfect, huge ., talented man to

marrvy mnd bhave children with, - a role her mother and mociety expected of her - while &luso

deasiring to nurture her talent for writing, have m career which would mesan then, remeining

unmarried and carrying a stigmn amonget fellow So'ss american womanhood; intelligence and

treativity counted litt)le againet that mll important ring on your finger, the band of qold

‘A\@

her depressions put down by her analymt

that JjJoined you into the herd.
AN TR

to a feeling of abandonment eccuring from

life and frustrations §

v

her father dying when she was 10, One wonders

with 80'a hindmiqght , if that dimagnosis wam not na case of oversimplification, Sylvim had =m

e A e VRN AT 5 P A

T huge ceapacity for quilt and an unrealistic need to proove herself worthy of others'®

expectations,

On finding marrying Ted her talent was pushed asicde smomewhat for houmewlifely chores

Y

T gi——

while he devoted himmelf to carving out him own career. He esarned recognition before the

... wife oh but he did make lists for her . of tLopice for her to practice writing poems

r with 2 —-much loved by Sylvia- chiler
This was the begining of denspair for

marringe breakdown cut

/

en,

Ted smought sclace from
females

Sylviam, Romehow she utilg

loved him, the

deep, she felt like hepr mother

v

u!milarily left with two children
when her

Qrew worse but

father had died, her health never Qood,

Sylvinm strugqgled on
to bring up the

Lrying“;
children alone, isolated in a

devon house ahe it

happier timew, Now he had s1lunk off to Lendon she wa

Tec Frened bought in

A

f alone Lthere, lgnored and gousiped
about by smaill minded villagersn,

Yet out of thias came ntrength, free from Ted:

# listls pghe explored her own emotions

channelled her hurt into her bewt work

*e RNQer, bhetrayml

sitrong, Powerful , moving pPOems
Poured from her,

v

during her final Yyearsa, tollected wordas that would win

henr immortallty
and confirm hey

own talent for aill time., But recognition of her

lnid her hesd in a gas oven,

e OIS

Hughes atill]l livew and what galls is to Plick up a collection of Sylvims'

she had

J

work mnd

rea
inside copyright Ted Hughes,

He even re arranged the order of poemsa 1in

one collection againmt what Sylvia had intended

the mans' arrogance is quite stunning,

All in all this is an inspiring book demspite the aadness, even lf‘hera and there I

thought Linsey Martin Wagner a bit annsuming,

a8 when she puts Sylvine' bout of sleeping

around down to a need for love; I never thought screwing had much to do with love except

for rere occasnlions .,

A personal beone of contention is her remark

A e
‘desperate to prove her popularity, Sylvia even dated a disabled war veteran, ' ’/

are the dimabled ‘tand I myself am one!l? that

A

Jow down 1in bumenity then? I mey have

misconastrued her merning, perhaps it'm g dig at the military, but something in her tone

here Jjara,

To saum up this is & book for writere and feministe, a book which could porssibly lead to

Ibhe formation of = 'get Ted Hughes' campaignl

; D i e = e e ‘s
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WOMEN IN STRUGGLE

 Irish history is littered with e

the lives and deaths of women
who fought to free their
country from British

colonial rule.

Before colonisation Irish women

enjoyed a greater degree of
freedom than their counterparts
in the rest of europe. In early
Irish society, under the Brehon
laws, women were very active in
public life. They had both
respect and influence. Legal
documents of the time testify
to the fact that there was near
equality between men and women.
This changed with the
Anglo-Norman invasion of 1169.
Colonisation often seeks to
Justify itself by talking of
its, "civilising influence."
I've never heard of a single
case where the people of

the country under colonisation
ever received anything other
than a jack boot up the arse
and a distortion of culture.
Ireland was no exception to
this rule. g

With the invasion came the
influence of English Common
Law. As these laws were

imposed upon the Irish
communities women gradually
lost both their standing and
their power.

This situation worsened during
the conquest and plantation of
the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. It was not until the
latter years of the eighteenth
century that women once again
came to the fore in Irish
society. | o

When they did become involved
again they did it with a
vengeance. Ireland's

oppression was their

oppression and the

uprising of 1798 is

riddled with the names

of women who fought to
free Ireland.

Countless women - the majority
of these will never be written
about as their names remain
unknown - worked and died with
the insurgent forces.

- By 1798 the wearing of the
colour green was forbidden by
order of the English
government. This order was
consistently defied by women,
especially in Wexford. The
Women of Wexford (sounds like
a tongue twister designed to
improve elocution) had their
petticoats, handkerchiefs,
cap ribbons and all parts of
their dress that displayed
the shade of green, torn off
by the English yeomanry. In
fact the path of the yeomanry
was often marked with blood
of women. Any woman who
encountered the government
troops ran the risk of being
raped and murdered. In a
desperate encounter with a
Hessian Captain, Anne Ford of
Garrysackle, County Wexford,
refused to be a passive
victim and smashed his head
in with a mallet.

Nation—-wide women were
involved in the insurgency

., . ~against the British troops.
~ - Radical politics and
. . revolutionary organisations

suddenly found that they had

a large womens presence

demanding to be involved in

the frontline struggle . The

Society of United Irishmen

had a large womens membership

— despite the names

indication to the contrary.
Peg Kavanagh was one of the

many women who conveyved

dispatches and food to

rebels hiding in the

Wicklow mountains.

Susan O'Toole, of

Annamore, carried

ammunition and ,

provisions to the holed

ﬁxﬁi;’z‘jg



up rebels for many
years. She was
nicknamed "The moving
magazine.,"

The success of the Irish
forces at New Ross was due to a
large extent to a young woman
named Mary Doyle. At a point
when hesitation might have
resulted in defeat, Mary leapt
out in front of the rebels and
used a scythe to cut the
ammunition belts from the
British troops that had gone
down during the course of the
struggle. She then chucked the
ammo over to the rebels at the
same time calling out that
they, "should be resolute and
follow."

She demonstrated her courage a
second time during the battle
when the rebels were about to
partially retreat and leave
behind a gun. She plonked
herself on it and refused to
move unless the gun came too.
She shamed the men into
retrieving the gun.

Mary was burnt to death when
the British troops tried to
burn down New Ross.

Another woman who showed
amazing courage on the battle
field was Betsy Grey of o3
Granshaw, County Down. She died
in the battle of Ballinahinch
"but not before she'd well and
truly given the British Troops
"what for" with the barrel of

|

'

|

a gun.

’

ARMY AND POLICE.

FROM THEN TO NOW....
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IRISH WOMEN LINKING ARMS TO PROTECT A YOUNG MANS FUNERAL FROM THE

- ——— —— ——

WOMEN IN STRUGGLE CONT,..

R

Anne Devliin's name is firmly
etched in Irish history. She
came from a family that was

- deeply committed to freeing

Ireland - all had been involved
in the uprisings of 98.

She posed a Robert Emmet's -
famous rebel leader -
housekeeper and servant in
order to allay British
suspicions that his home was
being used as a planning centre
for an uprising. She helped to
formulate the plans sOF e

uprising and later - after the
failure of the insurrection -
she carried messages from a
rebel hideout in the mountains
outside Dublin, to supporters
of the Irish struggle in
Dublin.

Anne was finally arrested but
she refused to give information
- despite attempts at bribery,
half hanging and other means of
torture. |

She was held without charge at
Kilmainham jail for three
years. She was finally released
in 1806 but the brutality that
she'd encountered had broken
her both mentally and
physically. It's said that at
twenty-five her sufferings had
turned her into an old woman.
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gLk T «Nobody's going to argue i &

&Y "'Women Freodom and Censorshlp I: favour of that. e H § waa
2 was the subject for a conference (Interestingly, nobody a = |VEssifis
& held on October 1st in London, wo, : 4 L P
Y altended a workshop about whathﬁigb

i organised by the women's sectlonf) :

2t the political Qo
g of the Campaign for Press & E5i Jﬁoffe?, which Jgggtégsﬁhfgpqggwt”% !
i Broadcasting Freedom. It was an é { how much faith women have in rﬁ &
! interesting day, I'll report on 74 them. ) LB
some of the proceedings, becauSP[ ?; Later, in the I- -Spy workshop
gg,I couldn't attepd all of the gl pOrhography & business «a
?ﬁ:workshgps, 3 going on at the ,qaroup of us tried to think of
fs Same time. - . ki." ways of hitting the distrib-

Mandy Merck, who edits Screen L Utors of porn, also mainstream
magazine, spcke at Fhe Intro- -E;E(nmqa21ne distributors, like
duction. She was disturbed by J

the emphasis on pornographsy pil SmiEh,and dohn Menzies.
e ey 5 : QT 1 Obviously its nigh on
1n a conference about ’E;l_fg 9 lmPObSIble

% for us to do this without
: :~',"_'. - . . - . muCh
g censorship, which was a fair

. ' wider support and campaigning,
point - censorship in the medla:R/Emmn the CPBF are trying to ge
affects women in so many wavys.

But I think she wasn't really sarbara Rogers, from the
i il . & EE"’ “ampalan Against Por
concerned about fighting f{ J nography an

. 5l _ e : * BEverywoman magazine. summed up
pornography at all, which was ~at the end of the day,

1 . 4 - ‘:’
tne opinion of some of the -§;E , emphasized the power of
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and again (e B

women there. Not mine though. magazine distributors. And it Q’*
I went to a workshop led by ISI ijas pointed out how you can be Liok
aneila Jeffreys, author of ''A against pornography and g
SpinSter & Her Enemies" and a "R/ghpngorshlp at the same tlme b "
founder of W§VAW in London. stopping porn isn't censorship g#ﬁ
She was talking about ' when you consider how much it = ka8
§ campaigning against pornography{E restricts women. Certain g
; gnd used horrific Slldes; | ;M;freedoms like the freedom to '}ii
1llus§ra§e exacply what we»re | [ produce pornographic images . ‘:f“
campal@ning fagainsc, = She a¥s80 i have to be forgone to secure the '§
showed slides of lesbian porn, B greater freedom of women. B
to show how the 1magex} and ‘7’.wSadly, Iehénke the dav-gavs . )
direction that this, came . ften: e = P
i BT of the women there 3a B
was identical to malnstrea },;fépllng of helplessness and 88
porn for men. Many of t'.¢~¢ﬁ Q*Ishowed how widely opinions vary,};f@
@l Pictures were lndLStlnfulsgabﬁ ‘B but I was glad of the opportunlgn
g from those in Penthouge, o # to meet others who are flqhtlnglma.%
@ whatever, there was the: g “'pornography e
81 objectification, the same o o

lifelessness of the womenj
pictures which makes my bl
run cold. Women who supfi
use of porn, for ‘men or for
themselves, are undermlnlj“
f*ght against it. Shella_*‘r

HU :‘:j‘ .,' :‘, ‘ 3'..;-. ¥ ” o ~,‘ o, Fome

L e e e
thlng as there 13 ,,,W,w
: Yo ; :?._ B e .
¥l as a negative se3g;ﬁf%-5
rongld TR AT




We thought that we would extend this debate to Leeds & W
letters,articles, etc.The article is taken from

a catalyst for discussion,
Lesbians piled into the
London Women's Centre
on the 3rd September for
the staging of the debate.,
Over 200 women turned up
and predictably the SM'ers
were out in full leather and
chain clad regalia.

The first half of the de-
bate was to be structured
around statements by a six
woman panel and time for
the audience to ask ques-
tions. Annie Toone, Chris
Tchaikovsky and Barbara
Smith made up the pro-

SM panel members, while

the anti-SM line-up was, to
say the least, unbalanced.
Sheila Jeffreys pulled out

at the last minute for a variety
of reasons, depending on
which account you read,
ranging from, because-the
panel was weighted in favour

'

Since the early part of this year, on the London lesbian scene,
the issue of sado-masochism has been discussed ad nauseam,
seemingly in any place where two or more lesbians have
gathered, from bars to front rooms, from discos to offices it
was in this climate that six lesbians, interested in forming a
group to produce videos examining lesbian issues, met. Face to
Face Productions (the group) decided to tackle the unenviable
task of organising and video-taping an open debate on lesbians
and sado-masochism, The idea behind the production was

that the video would be shown in women’s centres, acting as

of SM to finding the glut
of leather oppressive. This

left Linda Bellos, the only - -

black woman, effectively

alone, as Sue Fruman and
Anna, a volunteer replace-
ment from the audience,
proved ambivalent and un-
clear as to any position on
the subject.

Chris Tchaikovsky's over-

simplistic position rested

solely on the basis that as
an activist with Women in

Prisons she saw many women

who have been told ‘you’re
wrong, you can’t do this. . .
women who know what
intolerance is’ and she would
therefore stand by any woman
who wants to be free to
choose what she can do.
Presumably following this
innane line of argument
Margaret Thatcher, in shap-
ing Britain’s repressive legis-

~ SM club Chain Reactions,

lation, is just pursuing her

_ freedom to choose!

Annie Toone from the

spent her five minutes drop-
ping SM buzz words: ‘ex-
ploring and reclaiming -
sexuality’, ‘safe, non-judge-
mental relations’, ‘mutual
power exchange’. Terms .
that sound good on the
surface, but when analysed

.. become smoke-screens for.

a word women know inti-
mately, abuse. She ended

her statement with a rabble
rousing line, that SM lesbians
were ‘putting the pussy back
into politics’. Not surprisingly,

right on cue the ‘rabble’ scream-

ed, hollered, whistled and

stomped their feet in appreci-
ation.

Linda Bellos was one of
a handful of women, through-
out the course of the day,
who tried to put the debate
into some kind of political
context. ‘I’'m not confused
about where | stand on this
issue, |I’'m opposed to it. SM
is about deriving pleasure
from dominance and sub-
mission’. She went on to
say “it’s not insignificant
that there are very few black

lesbians here today, “‘explor-

|. ing boundaries of equality”
. | is not-an option for black .
.| ‘lesbians.’

After an interval the
afternoon resumed with a
marathon 3% hour open
discussion that began with a
debate about terminology
‘why use the term sado-
masochism’ and degener-
ated into discussion of

what SM lesbians do in bed,. e
‘I'm really proud that my -

lover trusts me to tie her

up’. (YUKI). Unfortunately |

the majority of the non-SM
audience was made up of
liberal don’t knowers, who
seemed quite rapt by the

discussion of these intracies.

In between, several women

had tried to raise serious
objections that were at best,

glossed over, at worst ridi-
culed and ignored. One
woman raised the point - .

that SM lesbians legitimising

the idea that ‘no’, in a rela-
tionship, doesn’t mean ‘no’
and that a safeword instead
should be used, undermines
the work done for years by
feminists arguing that state

institutions should take on

board that if a woman

says ‘no’, she means it. The

ould appreciate any
'Outwrlte no. 69.

-only SM defence of this _

was the facile argument
that what is done in the.

. bedroom is completely.
~divorced from the world

outsudel

~ Arguments by Biack .-

women present concerning .
the wearing of nght-wmg

regalia were treated with

ignorant flippancy ‘well,
we're plce ‘Women really it
you get to know us

‘ _-a._ g

Women who voiced an
opinion, claimed that the
day had been positive, but

then again at a guess | wo_o_l.d;

say a greater number of

- . | women scarpered, silently, in -{..

a state of shock and anger,
convinced of the futility of
such a debate. Actually
‘debate’ is a bit of a mis-
nomer, there were many
times during the five-hour
marathon when it was not
unlike trying to discuss the
finer points of feminist.

‘theory with.a bunch of

6 year olds. The pverwhelm«
ing feeling was why did we
ever think it was possnb!e in’
the furst place? :

One of the repercussions |
cof the debate are the many

M i

destructive rumours, verbal
and written, floating around.
Face to Face Productions
have been the butt of most

~of these, To out the record
- straight; Face to Face is an
“unfunded group; who paid

for the hlre of the video °
equipment from money
collected at the door; Linda

- Bellos was called to another

eting and returned later
in'the day; she did not walk
out; the video was not '

.sabotaged, and the final
- version will not be inter-

spersed with adverts for

|.. lesbian sex toysil};

;1Pe debpte was,a.djs:
appointment in that it never
touched on why SM is an
issue for lesbians now, a
discussion that would have

- placed the issue in a political

and economic context, The
fact that many lesbians

| ~ seem more interested in
_peddling mis-information, -

1 ~funately, a-reflection of the

navel-gazing state of the
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Above all other crafts, embroidery is thie one most closely
associated with women. Although there have been occaission

-al male practitioners, it remains an almost exclusively
feminine activity. Embroidery was held in the highest esteem
thruoghout the middle ages. English embroidery in the 13th

and 1hth centuries, known as opus angelicanum, was renowned
throughout Furope for its high standards of design, tecv-"'
nique and execution, and is frequently mentioned in foriegn L
wills and inventories. Yet its status has gradually been *
trivialised, and with it women's work., : |

By the mid 13th century cmbroidery was so in demand that
it was increasingly taken out of the church workshops and
into secular ones. These were generally directed by men,
although the actual workers were men and women. One of the
last women to achieve prominence as an independent worker

. rather than an cmployee was label of Bury .t. lhdmunds, who
executed many commissions for Hlenry 111.

llowewer, amateur embroidery wa: the province of the
noblewoman. The craft was an integral part of an aristo-
cratic womiun's existence. As wngland became a richer and
more settled country in the 15th and 16tl centuries, the
Wwives of merchants bepan to imitate the lifestyles of the
aristocracy, and there was a great increase in eMbroidery{ri
mostly domestic. Merchants' wives reflected their new wealth
and status by withdrawing from active participation in trade
and by providing visual evidence, in the form of embroidery, © *
of their increased leisure, There was more comfort:and
luxury in the home, and much embroidery was in the form of
furnishings, mainly for the bedroom which was an important r
room for recieving guests,and often doubled as an office.

Also clothinpg - everything was émbroidered, although this wus,
often sMHilled and done professionally, such as the intricate |
whitework on shirts and underwear. : '

It was in the 16th C. that embroidery was firmly categor-
ised: as women's domain, skilled in execution perhaps, but
devoid of significant content. The Renaissance fostered the
idea of the painter and sculptor as creative genius, as opposed
to the skilled craft of embroidery, | '

In the 17th C, embroideresses lost a 1ot of freedom iy
design, as they were taught a large number of demanding
techniques by means of specific ‘projects. "The first of these.
was the sampler, usually completed when a girl was between
& & 10 years old. It was followed a year or so later by a
whitework sampler, and then a casket to hold trinkets or
writing materiuls. This vork was a vital part of education
for the long and concentrated labour involved inculcated the
Virtues of patience and obedience.  Embroidery thus helped
to fashion female behaviour as well as teach domestijc
skills, ;

In the 18th C. the idea of rich women embroidering
becaupefthey had nothing else to do flourished. This idea
of embroidery as "not work" meant that its status as a
Profession flummeted, even though incredibly elaborate
cmbroidery was demanded for the clothees of the wealthy,

In the workshops labour was divided, men doing the designing
and women being the "hands", Girls as young as 6 were i
employed to do Simple stitchles.. Young male apprentices,
however, were sent to train as pattern drawe}s, which

pPaid higher wages. This was the beginning of sweated

labour in the textile industry, with women sewing from

7 in the morning till midnight, ' ‘

By the 19th C. embroidery was seen as a contribution to
the happiness and wedl-being of the home. Excluded from
the male world, the Victorian woman was seen as the angel
of the home. Embroidery allowed middle class women to be
productive at home, even though they were not going out to
work, and everything was covered in embroidery - firescreens,
bell-pulls, table clothe, slippers, table-leg covers, ete.

A lot of it was produced for men €«g. smoking caps,
braces,“slipper85 watch pockets,

Embroidery‘played a central rode in Victorian philanthropy,
Kiddle_cla?pfwomen embroidered for charity bazaars, and '
becamefin&?%gstnﬂ in teuching necdlework in charity schools,
In 1863§tpeigojgrment made domestic needlework compulsory
for girls in state elementary schools., - The work produced
might prowvide shirts and underclothes for the school's
Pupils ¢ S of e fan a8 0 5 '
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Frofessional hand embroidery was being
but conditions did not improve. Women went blind beaause of
the long hours of close work they did, and some turned to
prostitution to supplement their inadequate wages.

Following the Victorian low spot for embroidery, the Arts
& Crafts movement was to elevate and sentimentalise its
status. lowever, in William lorris's company, he designed
the embroidered hangings (often with little understandin
- of needlework) while his daughters carried out the i
incredibly difficult needlework. MNot unlike some of today's
fashion designers, who giuwe almost impoesible designs to

their outworkers. The (Glasgow :ichool of Art aimed to change
the status of needlework when it set up a class in 1894,
taught by Jessie Newbery, taken over in 1908 by Ann Macbeth,
Both women viewed embroidery in a new light, not as an ac
activity they did because they were women, but as _,n art

form in its own right. They encouraged students to create
their own designs rather than copy patterns, and used plainer
fabrics,like linen and cotton, rather than the silks and
aatins used by the rich. These methods laid the foundations
for embroidery teaching well into the 20th C., as well as

.\
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Nov 2-5th- Major Road theatre

formince Ir sh Night'
ComgggyTnegrre Rovg é Opera

House, Wakefleld.(0924) 366556 or
370211

Nov 5th- Irish Music Night with

g cic from Jimmy Crawley &

IEChL istie Tocmey,at the Bag %
Shoddy folk club 1in Birstall.

\ov 7th-Leeds Womens Reproductive

quht% Campaign-meeting at Leeds
viomens Centre, LCVS Building, Wood-

house Lane. 8pm. 446838 or

b

]
peAEsd
o
-,
Yy, 625445. |
‘ Nov 7th-Link-Up meeting, contact
Resister for more details.

tin
Nov 9th- -Bernadette Dev
wm M~A]iskey atb the Memorial Hall

behind gsheffield City Hall - ?o
commemorate 20th anniuvgrary o

march for civit rights from Derry
“’ and the rise of civil rights move

Nnov 10th-Bernadette Devliin
=" WMcaliskey in Liverpool.Venue

ll Unconfirmed.

Nov 13th-York Rememberance %undav

me= NOV19th-Katherine Tickell, Maire
Ni Chathasigh.Festival of folk,

‘“blues and traditional music.Trade
s club.Holme Street, Hebden Bridage

l Nov 20th-"1Ive Heard The Mermaids
I Singing'Leeds Playhouse. 6pm

¥

I' Nov-Dec-'The Opening',exhibition
m.of fine art with asgpiritual

gp SOUrce, work includes Patricia

’ Forbes-printmaker from Leeds.At t
oy GCAte Gallery,Springfield Mill,
Vﬁ Norman Rd, Denbyv Dale

Until Nov 5th-'Home Spun Stories'
== pnotographic work by emma Ayling
Clare Charnley & Anna Douglas.

m SC Pauls Gallery, Stowe House.
Bishopgate, l.eeds.

untii 10th Nov-Diane Cross, Nicky
Hirst - ceramics, paintingsand
sculpture at Leeds University

Gallery, Parkinson Building, Wood-
house Lane.

25
q
I Until Nov 20th-A Sense Of Place-
i
.
;
-
ot
i

women and homelessness.An exhibi -
tion by Rhonda Wilson,at the
National Museum of Photography

film and television, Princes View.
Bradford.
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3rd Gay and Lesbian Film Festival

=

——

thur nov 3- L!Inattendue', 'diary
1981-88 ", '"Wendel ' .Bradford Film
Theatre 2. 6pm.

Thur nov 10-BFT 2, 6pm ’Seperate
Skin', 'Because The Dawn', 'Tiny
and Ruby Hell Diving Women'

]
b
=

Th Nov 24- BPQ 2 .6pm 'Song From
ah:Angel 4 Rights & Reactions'. 'A
Death in the Family'

Th Dec 1-BFT 2. 6pm 'Singing Seas
"Tugging The Worm', 'Westler East ’
of the Wall' u 0

Sab 3. Dec-BET 2. -6pm, & 204 naeR0s ‘IE
Lesbian Soap Opera!
Every other Thursday; from Aug 11th =
'wompn’s dis'co at Cherkpointu Bradford

Moor... Cont.act women 3 Centre for exact

times § '.“‘ht‘- . A «‘“},} f}: - '.”.:“. ['

l

Thursdays - Quatﬂ (gay/stralght disco)
alternates with' women only discos, at the ,
,‘Phono, Merrion Cenrre Ieeds... alage

s Il E




