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LOUISE MICHEL-May 1830-1905.

Louise Michel's life was just so fulli
of political activity,that it's hard
to comprehend the amount of work She
actually did—in the Paris c0mmune;for
womens emancipation;& for the spread-
ing of Anarchist propaganda.  
Not only was She a very active Anarche
ist,but She was also a strange(&like-
able)character.She was an incredible
romantic,& saw herself as living out
a part in a fantastic drama;fighting
the oppressor & hoping Her death woul
be on the battlefield.She was perman-
ently surrounded by stray animals,inc
luding a parrot,which She taught to
say'VIVE L'ANARCHIE'(long

d

France at aLouise Michel was born in

live Anarchg

alongside men-as did Louise Michel;wh
talso organised women only demos &

held meetings to stimulate other
women to organisegélee
Once that battle¥was.won,the people
demanded tfiat theebourgeoise republic

' .-_ ._ »- .-‘ -|"- ,-.‘. _,._ . -..- ., .

give§UEgi§§s powerlfi let the paris

It didibut was then in constant battle
with Versailles,where the army had
fled to.Women again fought on the batt

O

-lefields,but this time,male ‘comrades’
began to show hostility to these women

- \ . _ _

whowshenldebe in the kitchens-they
even denied them their rations!Neither
would the men allow prostitutes to
sign up for ambulance duty,as'the
"°Qfld?§ mE§¥ib? tended bY lpure hands’
i& thé§¥felt§that prostitutes wereltime when there was much activity L  -yunelefieieeeeei _ee » H

taking place against Napoleon III &* 1 - - _. _. _,-. ..-'1- . . - .. _ .. .-_ -. "1 vi: .|._:T'_'l :_aJ‘.p‘-;'-fir -'e-.§- _ ,". '7 . , - . . " -. . . _ Y _._.|._‘_l -__-el I-. '__I_-- !_=t_e:“W‘ ;__ I _ _;._- :|_AI|.'_ ? J. G .'_ _ _ _ .
" - _ -: '- . - ;-.n-.3‘ 1- e-.;; -.-4.: -= _ _ .- . ;.=;.r -.;..- _=._ A-3 -,. - - 1 . - .
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People were trying t0 Set UP e RePUbl13Pa§£S was ta§§§,&§ihe commune crushed,
From very early on in Her life,She deai
cided that She would teach,& once in
Parisesome of Her first courses were
for woking class people on the more

5 E§¥ieee%%eE§»Whb'S H0terietY had
becomelléfiefidtt during the battles,was
arrested as the ‘prize catch'.Once
in court,She wasnot prepared to bow

influetial Republicans of the time. ,Hsr"h9QgF&e§skef0givene$s,but instead
1.‘. .- '- -.“Y .5 '- -

It was'nt IOHQ b€fOT€ Sh6 d h€lp S€t g3V8®§§§%@§flp§%¥a&§oQd long lecture on
up a womens Rights group,which demandeJthe@h§§§%£§g a sggial revolution.
equal access to education,& equal payl Louis§eM%%bel,al§figkwith many otherx
for women.As well as giving talks on *,fevolfltioQaiies @§s“exiled.
employment for women in the citY,in an It wag§@@fing the 4 month long boat

. . ._, . .

4' petrol’ ‘Queen of the scum‘ ,had' returned1-we  -- -\42§§  L _fl@fiW ~ew  
 §i \;_o €;? "Iv _ "fY]ifi@E§l £kmg 3 4owe .~~* A o @ gveaaee e~v¢ a; ~ 

attempt to eliminate prostitution via §tripit§£fi¢gjQa1ed0nis(jnst Off Austral
Wemeh being able to find work which 3-ia),thatVHer Anarchist politics deve-
could actually support them. _ 11oped,mainly due to one of the other
At first,She was very influenced by prisoners,Nathalie Lemen,with whom She
the RePUbliCaflS,eS well es the reepeetlconstantly discussed politics.Louise
-able women of the womens rights move-lmichel Came to realise that any power
meht,& She begeh t0 ettehd meetings '5was bad power,whether it be the commune
Of the'Free Theuqht Gr0UP'-Wh0 talked taking the power of the Government,or
of the coming revolution.It was here the Bblgfieviks taking the burea Cracy
that She announced ‘If the men hang tor thslpoflige & prisons of czarism.
back when the time comes,women will V |QnCe on New Qsisdonis Is1and,L0uise
lead the WeY.And I'll be there.’!! Michel continued Her harassment of

. . . . . the authorities,& She also began toThe political situation in France near learn the language ef the indigenous
'17 exploded when the journalist population-the5Melanesians.In 1878,Victor Noir was assassinated by Pierre the Meleneeieeeirebelled egeinet the
BOnaparte’COuSln of the EmperOr'People'FrenchcolonistsLouise Michel was oned‘ ’went armed to the funeral,inclu ing gof the only white prisoners to Side
LOulSe’whO had taken a Sabre'After with them,& She was disgusted that Her
Nolrls aSsaSSlnaElOn’LOulSe Mlcbel f white ‘comrades’ fought alongside theswore on His tom to wear mourning or ' .. . . . .  l ti.» R lthe victim,until Justice be done.She CO Onls S J M
wore blaek until the dey 5he died- By this time,Louise Michel was a cele-

', ,‘- 1 }

Na oleon's Empire was eventually over— brltywamoégét the revol?tlOnarle§ of
thgown & a Republican Government set EurOpQf§eg§gSe.of Her dlr?Ct actlon &.  H P . tantl under propaganda during the Paris commune
up‘ Owever’ arls was Cons .Y ears.When She was fieed from exile SheY »”% 'attack,& so armed battle continued.And returneaotd,Perie?where there were be_
the V°Fe“ not only fulfllled their. tween 6 & 8000 people there to greettraditional role of ambulance nursing Her‘ i"i "
&"Cante?fi wOrk’but took arms & fought The bourgeois population of France was

H L immediatelyaon'guard,as'the angel of

. - _ __L- _ .- - - , 1 . _ . ..-_ ,,‘_; _ ---_\__.
._- . _ 1 .‘ -‘.1 qr‘ _l- - _: ¢.,- . _‘-_ _...‘_ .____| - _ _ _ -- '.'

5'13; 1‘ ' f’.\>-- -1-er AS‘.-I-'A -. '- 2;. - ' - »| .=, _-1|. -_ ...1. _ --.v _- ._~ -.__._-.4 ¢‘_.v\.__'|."v_ .-4.1‘; -‘I. -_ -.\_-,.-_ '. -_ -\.. -__ _ .
_LL'1- " ..-1; a,@'-','_"..;:.*_:- r. -__-_,,|,,-. -_‘-.-_._-" _: .'_ . .' _._.- _ _,‘ > -. A. _--\ I en, U, _,‘- _ _. e _‘ - ___ -_ .- _ .-\ _



_. 4 -1

_ -' '5?" "" ’. 1&3 fig _

 Bnd from now on till Her death in
,1905,Loflile Michel was permanently
 dogged by police officers.
“Thin aunt be taken seriously
gThO aoolatm which She now enjoys
been only nflame Her even more.She
knows no 1imits,if She doesn't
manage to stir others to action
She'1 strike out alone,prepared
 tO sacrifice Herself like a new
Qharlotte Corday."(Charlotte
 Oorday was guillotined for stabb-
ping Marat to death in his bath.)
She immediately embarked on hund-
reds of meetings,&had much to say
to women,about marriage,education,
Prostitution.etc.She also denounc—l
ed any call for voting riqhts.She
wanted a society where there would
be no Government,& the people
would become truly self governing,
§ the people would beable to
develop to their fullest.

J ‘ .

Louise Michel must have done thous
sands of lectures & meetings in
Her lifetime.spreading Anarchist
ideas,&also stressing womens emanc
éipation.
From the beginning,Louise Michel
had worked with women only,petit-
ioning the Republican Government.
organising demos,etc,& She cont-
inued to do so-encouraging women
to fight war G prostitution,to
set no local Groups as part of the
deoetraiiae»srsflilflti0H ‘The

had members
jn;§e&gmfl,1taig&paia%&:Eritain,as

Zlbaflii.-vemd fim 8. worked
y§Qr:fifl Eflmemnetmmna& rewolution.
~ShBa&nflM@&hfl$¢demand&ng the vote
wasnot the answer for women,as in
capitalist & state Socialist soc-
,ieties,whether women had the vote
or not,they were still kept out of
the decision making process.No,the 
only answer was to take up arms
against the state,& create an
Anarchist society,where each pers
will only have to work a few hours
each day to produce all of the
communitys'needs.
She believed in no more authority,
no more Government,family,country,
or homeland.Instead,absolute
fliberty-No more oppressors or opp~
fiessed;'masters' or slaves.

1

Her philosophy was that each indiv
-idual is good, but society corrupts
Her/Him.By eliminating hierarchies
destroying cap1talism,establish1ng

if

_,._.-.. ; . _.,.\- 1- ,“__“_
,-.4" - -.. ~ _~--.-"er . , _ _

--»-, ' l-- '—- --. .,. » > ...-n

see

liberty for women & men,then each
person will work according to
their abilitY,& take according to
their needl.

Louise Michel died during one of
her speaking tours,& She died
beleivinq that we must all fight
for humanity,& women were part
of humanity,even though,univers-
all? they had been reduced to
slavery.

If you would like to subscribe
to RESISTER,P1ease fill in the
following form & return to:
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11-  l* ° caught. 'Before her trial,§ ‘-

)1

 H7 Ml “  Martina Shanahan was on remand i
_ k . . - ‘

 '_ _ for 13 months, with her light on
. At the end of l ~— emf ;f§ ii;  through the day and night. She

i Shanahan’ 23 F?§Ea?Ogth Martinai was the only categorY A remand
,i and John Mcpénn ullen, 28,] female prisoner at the timQ, v ‘

1 Sentenced t’ wereieachi ~> ~ in Risley Remand centre * =*i@. 0 a  e'V *i =' "l" “ i ' ’ . .  "a f’ h ~|%fig imprisonment fO?a::g:;i25 years P _ She was held in lSOl&tlOn for 7 1:  

he  murder TomKing}%§§ré€§a€§"t9L,~;pd  months (the absolute maximum for
M t state for N©rthérn?I_ arg off K L a convicted Prisoners should he

,a -personspunknowhilpi-, ”‘afld.~e 55 days), and during this time
 her IQ sank below the borderline

If 1 don't accept myself. d_ -r--1-Q_ |. 1‘ i Qiof subnormal. .A defence lawyer

I efence 8 Y "thisu  ~ -told the judge at the trial that
 hg launching an appeal &Q&iflSQir 5 at one point it had been , "
Fl incredibly long 5e“ten9ehs%p¥ph?“*i, ,_,- ,h,,r w,iw,.er doubted if she’d be fit to pleadi   g  s, i fi%w‘wg% ~»,,,~ . .Ye has been widely criticise ab? _“ as what sort of Justice have

5 pa VarietY,ofpeOp1ea§§@§§§$§§Q¢ _ Martina, Finbar or John had, or 5
fo"préSS_Normallyfor_sh@h'8;%1;; what can they expect? elf an _
Y?*Q0nSpiraéy?offence*§§Q§fi?5‘? 5» ;;_ psppeal does go ahead, it s all "a
”"ex&ect about 10 years; this was ea itoo easy to predict what the'4"

-*;‘.'.<'§r-'

‘sq.

;@~,ra£her than conspiracX¢,¥§UF@15.i;fi pgmi A booklet about Martina s __a4  
ad the light of presenG3fiUh¥¥Qfie;%j§Qf - iitreatment is being produced and l", ,
i i~ inion when there heY¢,b?fiP,§3ged Eoshould be ready soon. Copies i  o
*t¢;ghylIRAViCt0rieg”latelY%sw§¥“”i”  §§can be ordered from  [l j  a ”
”i;aqainst British forces, Irlsh , i fifiwaiting For Justice?, i“ ii ”»iil I‘, .' 1 - " .. 1”‘ ‘ 1/ V" > 1 ' ~' ~"inct expect CC 9» 1 =-, - s

e ' , 0 ,';__ ' 5' '2‘ _§' ;" " ' - - - - -., . " 1-‘ ...,~. '

c’?§?¥iy treated in Br1t1Sh,¢ee¥$se@ ee55, Acre Lanai L@fld@fli%WZ@f  @@ T .>~i tina’s ” i ?@They cost £1.50 each and ’*d  d +51U"  Shanahan' Mar . i“" ‘e "a art ,s ~ %"~ , I ' s , , -  ’* Paddy 'd "No Irish man OT 1 aiiroceeds will go to a fund to y e‘- I , r ‘ . . ' ', ’ ‘" ‘ '- ‘ _ A ' . .1 I _ . 6 _i . ;.

,f@hrOt2e£an expect justice iH_thlS help families of victims Of'
L':g$fitrY i the Prevention of Terrorism Act
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Quention for_ Hr Ted Hughes! ‘renown d ' _t.

\

at
I
I
,-

snm: REVIEW ..aucn-: mt-:v1:-:u.. . .sncn< Review. . . .anm< mzvtcw

eatabliahment grade A baatard...and you can't get more establ

can you?

e poo ...ao how does it feel to be a real true blu

it‘ Having read Sylvin'n life atrugqle I beleive Ted‘a claim

-'1 20th century single man version of the Roaneti.PHB ‘male

/-\U7.\

Eli:

Hughea ' wi f e
7'

womanhoodlifiecauae Juat an Ruakin, Roaneti and co

and directed the gift of the ‘little lady‘ known then an ‘Hrs Qylvia Hughes,‘ or even Ted

/"'\

were ‘good wives‘ 'home makers‘ and that wan what mattered. Born into this ‘climate’

}I'/2V/1/'\v/'\r/\
g

kicked out at th. * t i

Confuned, denied any contact with

marry and have children with, — a

- hook f l

a feeling of abandonme L in occur no from her father dying when a

with 80'a hindnight, if that diagnoain w

more than the urge to write it aeemu. Yet at the name t

Sylvia wanted, nought for fullfillme t in th

iahment than poet laureate

to fame should be for being a

abeth Siddel, no dear Ted during Sylvia's lifetime (and after her death,) d

elite artiste‘ conspiracy against

. controlled and undermined the work of

ominated

‘-"""'_

/-\
Reading thin biography it is obvioun Sylvia was trapped by her era, the 50's, when women

n e wifely role, husband nee-king otnaneoaeci her

any even vague form of feminiam,her life became a battle

role her mother and aociety expected of her — while also

unmarried and carrying a atigma amongnt fellow 5o'n american womanhood; intelligence and

no she fought to live with oppoaing deairen, She nought a perfect, huge . talented man

desiring to nurture her talent for writing, have a career which would mean then, rema

ime ahe was fuaed with anger and

e rem r ctivenena auch a role would impose on her an an individual.

creativity counted little against that all important ring on your finger, the band of gold

I —- Y?’that Joined you into the herd.

, /<\A an0 OW! 9Y1vian' life and fruatrationn, her denrenaionn put down by her annlvai

hfi WKH I0. fine wondera
an not a cane of over-aimplificalion Sylvia h d

' ' 0 It HP—""' - ‘ hu e c .it f ~

J
I
> I
I

P‘ '-
_l

I V
I

~

I
_ I

>1

I
I

‘.

J
.1

1
in-aw»-an-4-u-nu» --—----
-éL "“_‘Z'T""

I!

f"""

-_.anI'-U-IIMIIMI-»-A--av
g npar y on guilt and an unrealiatic need to proov. h. . ‘

enpectationa.

about!

"/\/_ Yet out of thin cam

laid her head i

. and rea
i nlli de copyr 1' gh It 7'e:.:I Hugha-st.

He even re arranged the order

the mans‘ arrogance is quite stunning

All in all this in an inn

around down to a need for 1 - IQvfil never thought acrewing had much to
for rare occaaaiona.

he ___
Hughes atill liven and what galls in to pick up a collection of Sylviau' work

e eraelf worthy of others‘

w1fg, oh but he did make liate for her . of topica for her to practice writing poemn

 

Having burdened her with 2 o

On finding, marrying Ted her talent was pushed aaide aomewhat for houaewifely chores _
1""while he devoted himnelf to carvinq out hla own career. He earned recognition before the

, aolated in a devon hgu"@ 5|

agera.

9 "t"""9th, free from Tnd'a 11~ ta n uhe explored her own emotionn,channelled her hurt, angqp h
. Qtrayal into her beat work L

A personal bone oi contention is her remark

are the disabled fland l myself am one! ll I)_ .1a. low down in humanity then? I may have
misconstrued her meaning, perhaps it'a a dig at the nilit

here Jarn.

To aum up thin in a book for writera and feminists, a ho

the formation of a ' et T d Hg e ughea' campaign!

fur : - Jet

__.~ {ii Ar" _‘ ,_ Q, .

r . ary, but something in her tone

Mg
A Ju-

LS?
of poems in one collection againat what Sylvia had intended

piring book daapite the aadnuaa, even if‘here
thought Linaey Martin Wagner a bit aanuming, an when nhe putn 8vlvian' bout of sleeping

hdesperate to prove her popularity, Sylvia eyen_dated a disabled-war veteran.‘

oh which could oonaihly lead to

. I?‘

-- .; U f"OI"|_C], pgwarful’ movin

- , co lucted ~d
and confirm her o i 1 t WOT Q that would wt" hep 1”m°rL*11tY- wn .a en for all time. But recognition

n n gaa oven _ i .of h9' “b1]ilY came affe

and there I

do with love except

w.‘,\ ‘,.. ._wqfl- .--3.. 7'“5% gfl._“.hi!I F

to

ining

\
' ' I d "°UQht aolace from other

remains‘ Th!‘ “*5 Lh” b9Q1"1"Q Of deapair for Q 1
- ‘ -V -via, aomehow ahe ntlll loved him thmarriage breakdown cui deep she felt ilk h H ‘ ' E

' ' ' " ~ ' -" *" Mvfhnr, Iimilarilv left with t
Whflfi her father had died her health d ' No children

- . - _ . never Q00 , qrew worap bug qy)V1. ."u

' ' * - ~‘ Qqled on tryingt° brlfifi UP the children alone 1
. we and Ted had bought. 1"

hafipier timea. Now he had alunk off to londqn ;|
' - 1 I .we wan a one there, ignored and gnlflipud

‘bout by Bmall minded V111 -

r she had
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WOMEN IN STRUGGLE
Irish history is littered with

the lives and deaths of women
who fought to free their
country from British
colonial rule.
Before colonisation Irish women
enjoyed a greater degree of
freedom than their counterparts
in the rest of europe. In early
Irish society, under the Brehon
laws, women were very active in
public life. They had both
respect and influence. Legal
documents of the time testify
to the fact that there was near
equality between men and women.
This changed with the
Anglo—Norman invasion of 1169.
Colonisation often seeks to
justify itself by talking of
its, "civilising influence."
I've never heard of a single
case where the people of
the country under colonisation
ever received anything other
than a jack boot up the arse
and a distortion of culture. ;
Ireland was no exception to
this rule. 's 1
with the invasion came the
influence of English Common
Law. As these laws were
imposed upon the Irish B
communities women gradually
lost both their standing and
their power.
This situation worsened during
the conquest and plantation of
the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. It was not until the
latter years of the eighteenth
century that women once again
came to the fore in Irish
society.  if
When they did become involved
again they did it with a
vengeance. Ireland's
oppression was their

10 Ioppression and the ‘
uprising of 1798 is
riddled with the names
of women who fought to
free Ireland
Countless women - the majority

of these will never be written
about as their names remain E
unknown — worked and died with‘
the insurgent forces.

Q

- 1

‘J - n

i By 1798 the wearing of thef
colour green was forbidden by
order of the English
government. This order was
consistently defied by women,
especially in Wexford. The
Women of Wexford (sounds like
a tongue twister designed to
improve elocution) had their
petticoats, handkerchiefs,
cap ribbons and all parts of
their dress that displayed
the shade of green, torn off
by the English yeomanry. In
fact the path of the yeomanry
was often marked with blood
of women. Any woman who
encountered the government
troops ran the risk of being
raped and murdered. In a
desperate encounter with a
Hessian Captain, Anne Ford of
Garrysackle, County Wexford,
refused to be a passive
victim and smashed his head
in with a mallet.
Nation—wide women were
involved in the insurgency
against the British troops.
Radical politics and
revolutionary organisations
suddenly found that they had
a large womens presence
demanding to be involved in
the frontline struggle . The
Society of United Irishmen
had a large womens membership
— despite the names
indication to the contrary.

Peg Kavanagh was one of the
many women who conveyed
dispatches and food to
rebels hiding in the
Wicklow mountains.
Susan O'Toole, of
Annamore, carried
ammunition and B |
provisions to the holed .

- 
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up rebel! for many n  
your’, ghg "Q. WOMEN IN STRUGGLE CONT...
nicknamed "The moving i
magazine." '

Tho aucceaa of the Irish I e-~- D»@ii~,— S ritrfi S1
IOIGQI Qt NOW ROIQ Ill due CO Q etgazdzz Igizhnzgztozy ggey3:2: .:::;";.;:.' =,::"':".::::" u ~
when hesitation might have d°°’1Y °°““*“°° ‘° f’°°'“°
raaultad in defeat. Mary leapt
out in front of the rebels and ;:et:gs:§rfi'::g:r€tE:;ét,8 _
ulod a scythe to cut the famous rebel leader _
ammunition belts from the .

housekeeper and servant inBritish troops that had gone order to allay British
down during the course of the . . .
Qtruggle. She then chucked the susplclons that his home was

. , t th b 1 t th . .:22: 21;: .:..,:.':.: as. e an to
they, "should be resolute and
follow." .
She demonstrated her courage a
second time during the battle

l uprising and later — after the
failure of the insurrection -
she carried messages from a

uhen the rebels were about to rebel hideout in the mountains
partially retreat and leave Outside D?b1in- t0 $UP?0rteI5
behind a gun. She plonked of the Irish Struggle In
herself on it and refused to ‘ Dublin-
meve unless the gun eeme too_ Anne was finally arrested but

.-|Q

Ireland - all had been involved

being used as a planning centre

I formulate the plans for the W no

she shamed the men into ‘ she refused to give information
retrieving the gun_ — despite attempts at bribery,
nary wee burnt to death when half hanging and other means of

the British troops tried to t°rt"re- _
burn down New Roes_ She was held without charge at
‘nether women who showed S ss Q Kilmainham jail for three

amazing oourooe on the battle ’ years. She was finally released

Granshaw, County Down. She died she'd encountered had broken
in the battle of Ballinahinch her both mentally and
but not before she'd well and physically. It's said that at
truly given the British Troops ’ tWeHtY"fiVB her sufferings had
“what for" with the barrel of 1 h turned her into an old woman.

a gun’ FROM THEN T0 uow....
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 IRISH woman LINKING Anus T0 PROTECT A YOUNG HANS FUNERAL FROM THE
'ARHY AND POLICE.
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RE_5w 0 MEN, F R E E 0 0 M, _
si1os1B.!\|-!?. - -§-E.'§| 5.9.3.3 .11.! BE-—SI’S

a nOD0dY S going to argueH _ - v \ _ - _- '1 lflWomen Freedom and Censorship’ \IEmf§tavOur of that_
was the subject for a conference (lnterestingqy nobody a
9‘ on attended a workshop about wheth ‘d October lst in London, ~=!¢1»,_ h g.

r u) ’ ’ -Jorganised by the women s section_ Ho} the political partieg havp to
f h C ' ,* -, - . .0 t e ampaign for Press & Moy_QO;fel' whlch Just goes to Show

E all ‘
some of theproceedings, becausefgéggl Later’ in the I_Spy workshop

ouldn t attend all of the ii iimn pornography & bu .
workshops, 3 going on at the f.qrOué of U; tried t§l?§$Sé a g
same time. e fiigliroavo of hiktin eh f‘ln. of

Mandy Merck, who edits Screen K‘ -1“ ' 1 g b e dlstrlb“ ,.- _ t . .,UL0TS Of POIH, also mainstream Q
magaz1ne' Spoke at the lntro‘ _E;§(“nmQazino distributors "k K
duction. She was disturbed by tfivnlfimdth and Joh M ',‘l e
the emphasis on pornography - isaoaobviouqly ,ts ninh §nzieS'_ .
in a conference about [E;j_§ffOf uskto go thig wighlmgobslble
censorship, which was a fair wider Support and Cam 2? duo“
point — censorship in the mediailajfiiwhich the CPBF are tlp-lgnlng’
affects women in so many ways. ‘ Barbafé Rogers frLyl?g to get
But I think she wasn't really goampaiah Againsgporgg‘ ’ eh
concerned about fighting o '"eEoeTVw5man magazine‘ Sgrapdy and
pornography at all, which was ‘ eat the end Of'the‘dé gmg up,
the Opinion of some of the Qrfgififemphasized the poweryof n agaln
women there. Not mine though. flhqmagazine diStributOrS_ And it

I went to a workshop led by Islgjwas pointed out how You can be
Sheila Jeffreys, author of A against pornography and
Splnster & Her ;n?m1eS and 5 f}i /F_consorship at the same time -
founder of WAVAH in London. J otoppin or - -. .
She was talking about +e*k S’ g p n.lSn L censorshipQ o; _ 1 gggwhen you consider how much it
Campaigning agalnst pOrnOgraphY~{E restricts women C‘erta'
and used horrific slides to’, n  %%;g ' - - ' " in
illustrate exactl what we're ‘S? reedOmb' llke the freedom toI Y E’ _ES:%§Produce pornographic images,

have to be forgone to secure th
greater freedom of women.
am§§diY' I'thi“K§the d6Y gavefirggtiof the women there a °

campaigning against. She also
showed slides of lesbian porn,
to show how the imagery and
direction that thisgn§mb$£h o‘
was i den t i ca 1 icon B
porn for men. Manygofifingsiwgo
pictures were indihtin§gisEafi§e
from those in Penthougei if
whatever, there was use:
objectification, the sam
lifelessness of the wome
pictures which makes my
run cold. women who sup
use of porn, for menjbr
themselves, are unflermini
fight against it. Sheila
Jeffreys pointed out that

flfii

because porn can sometim
a sexual response inowom
not mean thatogggofiefififig
thinq,,as
Some women expefiefioe as

nse durin ~rape~- e

$2’

v _/.-\ F- \--'0.‘

f@é1ifi9 Of helplessness and
Showedhowwidely'opinions,vary
but

‘D

J‘]I\h-.k_..1!
‘--

I W65 glad of the opportuni t
to meet others who are fighting.“
OI‘ graphy 5
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We thought that we would extend this debate to Leeds,& would appreciate any
letterS,articles,etc.The artlcle 1s taken from 'Outwrite’no.69.

_ .__._ .. X - '

Since the aarlY Part of this Year on the London lesbian seem. |a?i°"- is just p“'s“in9 "¢' . -A |°5bi3"$ |'lBl'8 I0d3Y. “¢XP|°f'

____ , _,_ .. _-.__¢.. -
. _._,

the issue of sado-masochism has been discussed ad nauseam, e - f'°°d°"‘ t° °'.‘°°$°_'  1  . i"9 b°""d°'i_°‘ °i °q“°"tY”
seemingly in any place where two or more lesbians have - Annie T9,’),-,e {four the an ,::s':2";P'.PP?Ion for black .

SM club Chain Reactions, ,_ . V
spent her five minutes drop- ‘ After an interval the '

gathered, from bars to front rooms, from discos to offices lt .
was in this climate that six lesbians, interested III forming a '
group to produce videos examining lesbian issues, met. Face to
Face Productions ithe group) decided to tackle the unenvtable
task of organising and video-taping an open debate on lesb|ans
and sado-masochism. The idea behind the production was
that the video would be shown in women's centres, acting as

l t f d‘ ss'on. '
il'.:tiiIai'i: piitd the °f SM t° fi"di"9 the 9'“
London women», Centre of leather oppressive. This
on the 3rd September for - left Linda Bellos, the only --- - ‘-

black woman, effectively
alone, as Sue Fruman and
Anna, a volunteer replace-
ment from the audience, .
proved ambivalent and un-
clear as to any position on
the subject. .

the staging of the debate.
Over 200 women turned up
andpredictably the SM'ers

4": ,were out lfl full leather and
chain clad regalia.

The first half of the de-
bate was to be structured Chris Tchaikovsky-S ovep
a'°""d statemems P7 3 ‘ix i simplistic position rested
“'°ma"' 93"“ 3"“ "me f°" A solely on the basis that as
the audieme ‘° 35" q"'°5' an activist with Women in
tions. Annie Toone, Chris prison, she saw many women
TCl‘l3l|<OV$|(y and B3l’b3l'8 who have been tow ‘you're

smith made "P the Pm‘ wrong, you can't do this. . .
SM p3l‘lB| mBlTlbBl’$, Whlie women who know what '

the °mi'3M "M"-‘P “'35- ‘P A intolerance is’ and she wqnld
“Y the '83“ ""b3'3"°°d- therefore stand by any woman
Sheila Jeffreys pulled out who want, to be flee to
at the last minute for a variety choose what she can do_
°i @350"? d*p°"di"9 °" Presumably following this
wmch a°°°“'" Y°" '°3d- innane line of argument
'a"9i"9 "°'“-_ b°°a"f°'"'e Margaret Thatcher, in shap-
panel was weighted lI'l favour ing Bmain-5 ,ep,e”ive |e9is_

I

ping SM buz; words: ‘ex-
ploring and reclaiming '_
sexuality’, ‘safe, non-judge-
mental relations’, ‘mutual
power exchange’. Terms . |
that sound good on the
surface, but when analysed
bB¢Qme smoke-screens. for, .
a word women know inti-
mately, abuse. She ended
her statement with a rabble
rousing line, that SM lesbians
were ‘putting the pussy back
into politics‘. Not surprisingly,
right on cue the ‘rabble’ scream-
ed, hollered, whistled and
stomped their feet in appreci
ation.

Linda Bellos was one of
a handful of women, through-
out thle course of ‘the day,
who tried to put the debate
into some kind ofpolitical
context. 'l'm not confused
about where l stand on this
issue, I'm opposed to it. SM,
is about deriving pleasure A
from dominance and sub-
mission’. She went on to .
say ‘it's not insignificant
that there are very few black

afternoon resumed with a
marathon 3‘/5 hour open . ;
discussion that began with a
debate about terminology
‘why use the term sado-  .. S
masochism‘ and degener-
ated into discussion of ..
what SM lesbians do in bed.
‘I'm really proud thatmy
lover trusts me to tie her
up‘. (YUl_<ll. Unfortunately
the majority-of the non-SM
audience was made up of "
liberal don't knowers, who
seemed quite rapt by the '
discussion of these intracies._
In between, several women
had tried to raise serious
objections that were at best,
glossed over, at worst ridi-
culed and ignored. One e
woman raised the point ~ - -- -
that SM lesbians legitimising
the idea that ‘no’, in a rela-
tionship, doesn't‘ mean ‘no’
and that a safeword instead
should be used, undermines
the work done for years by
feminists arguing that state
institutions should take on  
boardthatifawoman -~-
says ‘no’, she means it. The

I
0 I

only SM defence of this
was the facile argument A
that what is done in the.
bedroom iscompletely-
divorced from _the-worid
- .-' " ' " I

outsidel ' i

i' Arguments by black ".. --
women present concerning ,
the wearing of right-wing _
regalia were treated with '
ignorant fl_ip_pancy ‘well, »
we're pice‘lwo_men really. ifJ an
you gétto know us'.'  .

Women who voiced an
opinion, claimed that the
day had been positive, but

destructive rumours, verbal
and written, floa_ting around.
Face to Face Productions
have been the butt of most

0

of these. To put the record J
straight; Face to Face is an .
unfunded_group,'who paid
for the mgédr the video ,-
equipment from money
collected at the door; Linda
Bellos was called to another
rngeting andreturned later 1
in he day; she did not walk
out; the video was not '

sabotaged, and the final
version will notbe inter-
spersed with adverts for
lesbian =¢>s.t9vs!.lli

then againat a guess I would. _ __ _,
“Y 3 srwsr number.-qt . . -"=i!}9.€1°h¥¥@.WB$.-3-di$= -
women sca_rp_ere_d, silently, i_n_ _;; _-; .3PP0i0tment in that it never
a state of shock and anger, Y
convinced of the futility of
such a debate. Actually
‘debate’ is a bit of a mis-
nomer, there were many '
times during the'five-hour  
marathon when it not .
unlike trying to_ discuss the
fi"=' P<>i"" 91‘ fsmieie.
theory with.a of
6 year olds. jrbipiérwlnimr
ing feeling was why did we ‘

,. -

ever think it was possible in
the first place? i

One of the repercussions
tof the debate are the

- ’

touched on why SM is an .
issue for lesbians now, a
discussion that would have
placed the -issue in a political
and economic context. The
fact that many lesbians e
seem more interested in

mi:-irgfonpaflnrt, -

' '-3_l!"3!!|Ya-l'l;8f|cCti0n¢F'fl‘lo
state of the

Am  
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Above all other crafts, embroidery is the one most closely 7
associated with women. Although there have been occaission
-al male practitioners, it remains an almost exclusively
feminine activity. Embroidery was held in the highest esteem
thruoghout the middle ages. English embroidery in the 13th
and 1hth centuries, known as opus angelicanum, was renowned J
throughout Europe for its high standards of design, tech-"
nique and execution, and is frequently mentioned in foriegn
Oills and inventories. Yet its status has gradually been
trivialised, and with it women's work. y

By the mid 15th century embroidery was so in demand that
it was increasingly taken out of the church workshops and
into secular ones. These were generally directed by men, '
although the actual workers were men and women. One of the L
last women to achieve prominence as an independent worker
rather than an employee was Mabel of Bury st. Hdmunds, who T
executed many commissions for Henry Ill.

However, amateur embroidery was the province of the
noblewoman. The craft was an integral part of an aristo-
cratic womnn's existence. As England became a richer and
more settled country in the 15th and 16th centuries, the
wives of merchants began to imitate the lifestyles of the
aristocracy, and there was a great increase in embroideryf j,
mostly domestic. Merchants’ wives reflected their new wealth
and status by withdrawing from active participation in trade!

Of their increased leisure, There was more comfnrtyand
luxury in the home, and much embroidery was in.the form of
furnishings, mainly for the bedroom which was an important r
room for recieving guests,and often doubled as an office.
Also clothing - everything was embroidered, although this was
often skilled and done professionally, such as the intricate}
whitework on shirts and underwear. » T

lt was in the 16th C. that embroidery was firmly categor-
1596265 women's domain, skilled in execution perhaps, but
devoid of significant content. The Renaissance fostered the
idea of the painter and sculptor as creative genius, as oppos
to the skilled craft of embroidery. i

1n the 17th c. embroideresses lost a 1st of freedom in‘  "
design, as they were taught a ldrge-number of demanding »
techniques by means of specific projects. The first of these
was the sampler, usually completed when a girl was between
8 L 10.years old. lt was followed a year or so later by a ,
whitework sampler, and then a casket to hold trinkets or V
writing materials. This work was a vital part of educationi
for the long and concentrated labour involved incu1¢abed_the
Virtues of patience and obedience. gfimbroidery thus helped
to fashion female behaviour as well as teach domestic

"

and by providing visual evidence, in the form of embroidery,“
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1,, the ,5,,, C_ the idea 0, rich women embroidering
because they had nothing else to do flourished. This idea
Of embroidery as "not work" meant that its status as a

icmbroidery was demanded for the clothem of the wealthy

In the workshops labour was divided, men doing the designing
and women being the "hands". Girls as young as G were 3

- 1- O o-Q-I . ‘

0o ‘-
. cl -I ,

iifigx“K iékté y»amflfl ' .3 ti.:_.;. 

Ql Q‘

1QI

J‘
3Profession filummeted, even though incredibly elaborate : ‘my :"f . . .. ‘ - - ;

.‘__- . 5%-‘.'_.':)-.l_l‘T‘l}L‘{¢:§i ‘9mP1°Y9d't° d° 5imP1e=stitches.. Young male apprentices, fl 'J‘ {{%
however, were sent to train as pattern drawers, which T‘ “*{i*
paid higher wages. This was the beginning of sweated
labour in the textile indust 1: 3,
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the male world, the Victorian woman.was seen as the angel
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n lot of it was produced for men e.g. smoking caps, P
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