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Anarchism is a touchy subject.
To openly state that you are an
anarchist will probably result in
one of three reactions: laughter,
horror and/or puzzlement.
To be fair, this is hardly surprising
considering the massive amount
of mis-information about Anar-
chism, and, for that matter, the
lack of anarchist propaganda
readily available.
Anarchism—to put it in simple
terms-is a method of social
organisation that does away with
all forms of centralised authority.
In a word: Anarchy.
Most people dislike being told
what to do, but we still all seem
to just obey and mumble under
our breath.
Logically, how can anyone decide
what you, or l, want or need?
Only we ourselves can decide that.

THE ROLE OF THE STATE -
Anarchism is about the removal
of the State: for the State exists
only to perpetuate itself. lt doesn't
matter whether its a Fascist
Dictatorship, a Liberal Democracy
or a Marxist Republic—the re-
lationship between the people and
the State remains the same.
People are seen as secondary to
the state, we are nothing more than
fodder for Factory and Battlefield.
Liberals (with a small “l"l might
turn around and say that the
anarchist view of the State is an
out-dated one. “lt isn't a huge
monolithic, uncaring structure"
-they whine--“a huge giant that
sends out its hired thugs to beat
the crap out of anyone who steps
out of line. Dearie me, nol“,
squeals the liberal, “the modern
Welfare State of Britain shows that
the State is really benign (if imper-
fectl, and I'm sure it'll be even
better with a Labour government,
blah, blah, whinge, whine. . .“
Sure the NHS and the Dole exist.
The hospitals were brought into
existence to keep the workers
fit enough for the factory and the
army—and the Dole exists to keep

~ us quiet and on the breadline.
The State knows that if the money
rul'lS out, people couldn't buy

food, their fags and booze. If that
happens, all hell will break loose.
But behind those reforms, behind
all the lies of the 19505 of the
Brave New World, classless and
happy, the structure of the
"Haves" and “Have Nots" remains
the same.

THE RULING CLASS _
The Rich still live in obscene lux-
ury, quaffing champagne in their
palaces. The Bosses still control
the factories--turning out rubbish
that we are expected to buy to
boost their profits, and no prizes
for guessing what the police are
there for.
But you probably know that.
Yeah, the police are bastards, the
Rich and the Bosses are in con-
trol, while the poor get poorer.
So what are you going to do about
it? Vote Labour?
Labour are the sad scabby relic of
the socialists mainstream: hypo-
critical, opportunist and reformist.
For verily, it was Atlee's “brave
new Labour government" who
called in troops to break the 1945,
1946 and 1948 dock strikes.
Which party in 1961 went back
against its election promise and
bought in Polaris? Which party
allowed the continued existance
of the SPG? Which government let
the police kill off Blair Peach? or
Liddle Towers? Who ordered cruise
missiles in the first place? Who
supported the Falklands War? Whg
sold out the miners?
That's righti The Labour Partyl

_,._

LENlN’S 57 VARIETIES
So you could be pointing towards
the Revolutionary Left for your
salvation—such as the stagnant
SWP (Socialist Workers Partyl,
the terminally opportunist RCP
(Revolutionary Communist Partyl,
or the helplessly middle class
WRP (Vanessa Redgrave Partyl.
Any objective study of these
groups reveal cynical attempts to
build membership. They lie in wait
for some issue to spring up and
then they pounce-—with a thous-
and papers under one arm and a

1 ia—Il|I— _ l_lT 'I_7- J-I-I-'-' ’— '

Some are openly “vanguardist" —
which is a polite way of saying:
“We'll lead the revolution, you can
fight it for us, and we'll take
command afterwards to give you
our expert leadership”. All power
to the Central Committee...
All these groups have a “line",
which is what the party rigidly
believes in, and if you don't
agree... out you go. Which pro-
bably accounts for the hundreds
of little Trotskyist parties who
spend all their time in-fighting.
Also they nearly all state that
anyone organising themselves along
Anarchist or Anarcho-Syndicalist
lines after the revolution "will
not be tolerated".
In short, power politics is a dead-
end.
“Democracy and Communism a5
they are practised are massively re-
actionary and clumbersome me-
chanisms for compromising vision
and radical change and restricting
the freedom of people to decide
how they will organise themselves.

FILTER SYSTEMS V
They are filter systems for giving
power to those who seek power,
and who confirm to the require-
ments of economic, military and
establishment interests. They are

a theatre to delude people into
thinking that they have some con-
trol over the context in which they
live.
Control of people and resources
was a privilege that used to be
exercised by those who had
appointed themselves and then
enforced their control. The trag-
edy and irony of the situation now
is that a large number of people
who are controlled, actively par-
ticipate in electing some of their
masters, thinking that this is some
kind of real involvement in
running their own lives. Of course,
the enormous power of econo-
mic interests, the military, the
police and multinational com-
panies is not elected, but this is
ignored in the ritual "magic"
(or knowledge) of being able
to place an “X” on a piece of
paper and vote. The questions are
drowned out in the chorus of
"l'm only doing my job, obeying
an order, not responsible".
lt is unnecessary to go into a
detailed analysis of Democracy or
Communism to know for cer-
tain that they deny freedom and
qualitive improvement for the
population under their domination
and for the two-thirds of the world
who are starving, or who live close
to starving.
Such systems are the manifes-
tation of limited and dangerous)
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ideas. The exploitation and callous
indifference to many in the world
is evidence enough.
But those who are at the forefront
of Democracy and Communism
confirm the evidence entirely.
They are pompous, rigid and"
complacent. They give empty,
wooden speeches on the morality
of straight-jacketed normality...
Democracy is a farce, a mechanisn
of numbers in which the majority
are fed propaganda, limited mis-
information on which they are
supposed to make decisions and
judgements, with no time to do
so; where large minorities may be

“THE ANARcHlST REVOLUTION THAT WE WANT

govern themselves and be truly
free.

Anarchy (the word) comes from
Ancient Greek and means (more
or less) “without leaders". The
Ancient Greeks also coined the
word "democracy" but dismissed
it as being "mob rule". How
times change. Anarchism as a
political theory, is much more
recent. The first person to write
about the theory of anarchism
was the writer Willian Godwin-
just after the French Revolution.
Most credit for "inventing" l!)
anarchism goes to a Frenchman:
Pierre Joseph Proudhon, who saw

‘l'RANsEl\lDS THE l[\lTERE5T§ OF A
5' N6‘-E cl-A553 lT ENVISAGES THE
l-l5ERA"TloN OF ALL Hum/mi-ry
WHlC.H ls AT PRESENT ENS- l-AYED HEREcoN@m|¢ALLy,poj_|TlcALl-Y 0R MORALL\(_,9,E lT

tyrannised (as in Northern Ireland);
where major issues are decided
with no reference to most people,
or even their so-called representat-
ives (as with military decisions:
Chevaline, Cruise Missiles, Falk-
lands War, etc); where manifestos
are presented for election on
strictly limited issues which may
be or often are ignored when in
power; where significant numbers
of people are aware of this farce
and do not vote because they know
there is only cosmetic or -. no
difference at all between political
parties who are bound by the
vested interests of non-elected
power —the requirements of which
are served regardless of govern—.
ment. There is little or no change
in what is made, who makes it,
the profits that are made, that
privilige and excessive wealth
exist, etc.

CONTROL J.
Democracy and Communism claim
to ORGANISE people and re-
sources though their real intention
is to CONTROL.
This is made obvious by the self-
awarded high status and wealth
attached to the top positions in
the hierarchies, which is not con-
sistent with being simply admin-
istrators for organisation. There
is no genuine interest in people's
welfare. They really believe they
should be in power and control.

-""' -“-1

This is made very apparent by
listening to the clever-clever, com-
petitive and pompous talk in the
House of Commons in the UK
which demonstrates a lack of in-
terest in much besides their own
games."
MICK DUFFIELDI
And while you're mulling over
that, here's some history:

A BRIEF ANARCHIST HISTORY
I don't have much space, so if you
want detail, research it yourself...
Throughout history there have
been people who struggled to

l
GRR'lCO t’lAl-ATEST ~

___ _._pI-

an anarchist society as being made
up of small units that federated
together but without Centralist
Authority. He coined "Property
is Theft" and generally romped
around mid-nineteenth century
France. However, he was an un-
believably sexist prat and so l'll
skip over him.

"'_-'*--' -—-,_ -- -. -._.___,_

Not so long after Proudhon, pops
up Michael Bakunin, (not a bad
old duffer as people go), a Russian
‘revolutionary who hung around
-with Marx and helped in the set
up of the Firsf International
(International Working Men's As-
sociation).
Marx and Bakunin came to re-
present the two camps within
Socialism at that time. Marx
with his State Socialism»“take
over the state and turn it social-
ist", and Bakunin with his Anar- 6
chism—-"destroy the State al-
together. , ,_ __*;f**_i.*;;_1”_';_’_':‘;'___,.. '.:.._

Eventually the split became so
big that the anarchists quit/were
thrown out of the First Inter-
national.

A HISTORY or AGGRO ~’
So started the history of animosity
between “the left" and Anarchism.
Peter Kropotkin (yet another
Russian) "sought to give scientific
foundation to anarchist ideas by
demonstrating that mutual aidi-
voluntary co-operation-—is just as
strong a tendency in human life as
aggression and the urge to domin-
ate".2
All these people are known as the
"classic" anarchist theorists, but
there were thousands of others at
the time all propagandising, agit-
.ating and struggling to get their
ideas put into action.
At this period of anarchist his-_
tory, all the anarchists were
Collectivists (collective ownership
of lands, means of production,
etc).
However there is another anar-
chist tradition that is seperate to
the Collectivist Anarchists, and
that is the lndividualist Anar-

. ;;istS. The best known lndividual-
ist was Max Stirner, who instead
of concentrating on the idea of
society, went instead for the
individual.
Stirner has since been called "the
father of Existencialism", and ln-
dividualism led to the Laissez
Faire Capitalism idea. In all
seriousness, we can forget about
Stirner, because he too is a bit
wiffy.

THE RUSSIAN TRAGEDY
Back to history and we find
various anarchist taking part in
the Russian Revolution of 1917
(Emma Goldman and Alexander
Berkman among others). How-
ever the anarchists were dis-
mayed to see the revolution that
they had help acheive be hi-
jacked off to authoritarian lines
by Uncle Lenin and the Bolsh-
eviks. Anarchists began to be
persecuted in Russia and some of
them took part in the Kronstadt
Uprising of 1921.
The sailors of the Krondstadt
Soviet demanded the end to what
they saw as the perversion of the

1; ‘~

 T .. ._ ._.__ __ — -——--—-
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CNT—FAl, followed some way
behind by the UGT (socialist-
communists).
The CNT and all the other workers
organisations UGT, PSUC (Mos-
cow-line socialists), and POUM
(Marxists allied to the CNT—FAl)
formed militias to fight the
fascists. Meanwhile behind the
lines, workers and peasants, grip-
ped with a revoluionary urge,
collectivized villages, farms and
factories.
Working class women organised
themselves in the Mujeres Libres
(Free Women) group, fought
alongside the union militias and
ensured that women were at the
forefront of the revolution.
Bosses were either shot or told
to “fuck off or else". Churches
were demolished or used for
new purposes, prisons were closed
and prisoners freed. It was a case
of near enough anarchism in
action... Here's George Orwell's
view of it all (Mr Orwell fought
with the POUM). Revolutionary
Barcelona... December 1936: *
"The Anarchists were still in
virtual control of Catalonia and

O GODS
I £3’ i lg

Av'b_j1__"
revolution by Bolshies, as well as
the authoritarianism, the cor-
ruption and the supreme Soviet
nicking all the harvest to feed
itself while the workers starved.
The rebels were eventually slaugh-
tered by a Red Army force led
by none other than Leon Trotsky
(who trained guns on the backs
of his own troops in case the
refused to attack Krondstadt).
So much for the Russian Re-
volution... and, incidentally, so
much for Mr Trotsky.

KICKING SHIT IN SPAIN
Next in the scheme of things came
June 1936 and the Spanish
Revolution, which sprang up after
the military revolt by arch-fascist
Franco (which goes to show you
wn't have a popular revolt to or-
der, revolutions are pretty much
spontaneous affairs).
The liberal government refused to
arm the workers to fight the
fascists, so the workers simply’
brushed the government aside. It
must be said that prior to the
revolution the biggest union in
Spain_wa_s the Anarcho-Syndicalist

the Revolution was still in full
swing. To anyone who had been;
there since the beginning it‘
probably seemed even in Dec-1
ember or January the revolution-1
ary period was ending; but when
one came straight from England,
the aspect of Barcelona was some-
thing startling and overwhelming.
lt was the first time l had ever
been in a town where the working
class were in the saddle. Practically
every building of any size had
been seized by the workers and
was draped with red flags or the
red and black flag of the Anar-
chists; every wall was scrawled
with the "hammer and sickle"
and with the initials of the-
revolutionary parties; almost every‘
church had been gutted and its
.images burnt.

eve BYE BOSSES _ L
Churches here and there were
being systematically destroyed by
gangs of workmen. Every shop
and cafe had an inscription saying
that it had been collectivized;
even the bootblacks had been
collectivized and their boxes
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;..u.1llItQd red and black. Waiters
and shop-walkers looked at you
in the face and treated you as an
equal. Servile and even cere-
monial forms of speech had
temporarlily disappeared. Nobody
said "senor" or "Don" or even
"Usted"; everyone called everyone
else "Comrade" and "Thou" and
said “Salud!" instead of “Buenos
dias". Tipping was forbidden; al-
most my first experience was
receiving a lecture from a hotel
manager from trying to tip a lift
boy.

RED AND BUS M H
There were no private motor
cars, they had all been comman-
deered, and all the trams and taxis
and much of the other transport
were painted red and black. The
revolutionary posters were every-
where, flaming from the walls in
clean reds and blues that made
the few remaining advertisements
look like daubs of mud.
Down the Ramblas, the wide
central artery of the town where
crowds of people streamed to
and fro, the loud speakers were
bellowing revolitionary songs all
day and far into the night. And it
was the aspect of the crowd that
was the queerest thing of all.
In outward appearance it was a
town in which the wealthy classes
had simply ceased to exist. Ex-
cept for a small number of
women and foreigners, there were
no “well dressed" people at all.
Practically everyone wore rough
working class clothes, or blue
overalls, or some variant of the
militia uniform.
All this was queer and moving.
There was much in it that I did
not understand, in some ways l
did not even like it, but l rec-
ognised it immediately as a state
of affairs worth fighting for.

BELIEF IN REVOLUTION
Also I believed that things were
as they appeared, that this really
was a workers’ state and that the
entire bourgeoisie had either fled,
been killed, or voluntarily come
over to the workers’ side; I did
not realise that great numbers of
the well to do bourgeois were
simply lying low and disguising
themselves as proletarians for the
time being... There was no un-
employment and the price of living
was still extremely low; you saw
very few conspicuously destitue
people, and no beggars except
for the gypsies.
Above all there was a belief in
the revolution and the future, a
feeling of having suddenly emerged
into an era of equality and free-
dom. Human beings were trying
to behave as human beings and
not as cogs in the capitalist
machine. ln the barbers‘ shops
were Anarchist notices (the bar-
bers were mostly Anarchists)
solemnly explaining that the
barbers were no longer slaves."3
lt didn't last. The only country
giving aid to the Republican
government was Stalinist Russia,
and they would onl su l arms
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met. The main condition being
the crushing of the popular re-
volution and the pro-Soviet UGT
and PSUC being given more of the
limelight.

France was hi-jacked by Com.
munists.
All in all, the pre-war and Second
World War years knocked the wind

-. .. __,-.._.. __. ..._L_._: I ___, OUT Of most radical mgvementg of
the Left.
THE STUDENTS ARE
REVOLTING
We have to jump forward to May
1968, to the Student revolts in
Paris before Anarchists emerge
again as a mass movement in their
own right. Although in Paris they
were working alongside Maoists
and Trotskyists. 1968 also saw
the emrgence of another form
of Anarchist analysis called-
Situationism.

ine tragedy of Spain is something
really bitter to swallow. The
Anarchists and the Revolution
were destroyed not by the fascists
but by the deliberate actions of the
liberal government under the con-
trol of the Stalinists.
The Republican Government began
giving the collectivized land back
to the same old bosses, and even-
tually (after Stalin began to stop
aid to Spain in 1938) the fascists
romped home to victory in 1939.
Incidentally, the Russian arms
never got throught to the CNT or

Situationism dealt with the growth
of consumerism and television as

{Ii

“ANARQHISM l3 SociAi.isM WITH
ITS SLEEVES ROLLED UP”

POUM militias at the front, they
had to fight with pre-World War
One rifles. Orwell notes that a trip
back behind the lines to Barcelona
would reveal government "Assault
Guards" equipped with shiny new
pistols and sub-machine guns.

_____ _ ... -- -

important new factors of social
control. Basically, the idea states
that society is geared to be
nothing more than a “spectacle”.
The spectacle engineers every situ-
ation so that people are reduced
to being Spectators. Spectators to
their own lives, spectators to the
society of the spectacle. They
lose control over their everyday
lives and nothing really counts ex-
cept for what's on TV. Nothing
matters except, say, “should we
chose green or blue wallpaper?"

BAD TIMES _
It's said that the Spanish Civil War
marked the death of Anarchism,
and that's certainly true to some
extent. Fascism and Nazism had
wiped out all the opposition in
Germany and Italy while the In Bfltéllfi, Al'l8fChlS1ZS were 8CIlVeV PP V .

to Spain if their conditions were l ge Syndicalist movement in in the birth of CND in the 50s and
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60s, and the development of the
anti-Vietnam War movement, and
all the other groovy things they
talk about in Channel 4 docu-
mentaries.
The hippy culture marked a split
in Anarchism, between the old
school of class based, indudustrial
worker-y Anarchism, on the one
hand, and Lifestyle-ism, ont he
other. Lifestyle-ism being the
theory that if you change your
personal habits (eg go and live on
a commune, etc) you have a
revolution. Very naive. Very hippy.

NEVER TRUST A HIPPY
Although the cultural Anarchists
of the sixties had their good points,
(the setting up of collectives,
community resources, advice
centres, etc, etc) they fell foul of
the general narcotic fuck-up that
was the late sixties/early seventies.
Democracy became the thing.
Revolution wasn't really worth it
(maaan) because we all lived in a
new classless wonderful society.
This was of course total bullshit.
The class system remained, so did
the bosses... trade union leaders
sold out to the state, etc, etc.
1976--and we see the rise of the
National Front (l\F) and the move-
ments to stop it: namely the Anti-
Nazi League (which was in the
pocket of the Socialist Workers
Party or SWP). We also see the
birth of the Punk movement
which became synonymous with
the gritty slide into Thatcherism in

ar _ the late seventies. Strangely, it
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turns into British Anarchism's
saving grace.
1979—the l\F has been crushed as
a political force (for the time
being), the SWP decides to wind-
up the ANL. Meanwhile in the
British courts, five anarchists are
being tried on trumped up charges
of "conspiracy to cause explosions
with persons unknown”. They are
all aquitted. One of the bands
that plays benefits for “Persons

Anarchist show of strength on
British streets for years; but the
older Anarchists didn't mention
that.

TO THE CENTRE OF
THE CITY
Stop the City actions were in-
stigated by the Anarchist/anti-
militarist group London Green-
peace, as one day disruptions of
the financial centre of Britain:

Unknown" are the Anarchist punk
band Crass.

PUNK ROCK!
Crass became the single most im-
portant factor in the “re-birth" of
the British Anarchist movement.
Propagandising by putting out
cheap records on their own labels,
by printing handouts and by play-
ing numerous gigs in the back-
waters of the land——Crass worked
hard to put over their brand of
Anarchism and Pacifism. _
Anarchism was being relayed to a
section of people (mainly young,
working class, punks) who had
never seen anything political be-
fore that didn't need a degree in
Political Science to understand.
The rest is history. Of course,
there were drawbacks; most punks
just saw it as a blind religion to
follow, as though it was part of
the "thing" of being a Crass fan.

THE TATTY BRIGADE _g
However, on the whole it was a
positive movement. In the years
1980 to 1983, this new army of
shabby Anarchists tagged along
with the second wave of CND
(which generated most of the
early eighties’ political activity).
There was still the gap (usually
a generation gap between the old-
style Anarchists and the Anarcho-
punks~who, although mainly
working-class, had no links with
any industrial struggles (mainly
'cos we were all unemployedll.
Their main areas of activeness
were in squatting, anti-militarist/
anti-war movements and the
animal liberation movement.
("The Anarchists are the foot-
soldiers of the Animal Liber-
ation Front"4).
September 29th 1983—marked
the first Stop the City-—and the
first time the new Anarcho-Punks
had taken to the streets en
masse. lt was also the first major

\-

;?-..'1.

the City of London.
The first two of these actions
(the second one being in March
1984) were highly successful. A
further STC occured in 1984 and
the final one was in September
84-when the police had finally
wised up to them. Considering
the morale shattering Falklands
War of 1982, the STC actions
were remarkable morale boosters.

I934 AND ALL THAT
1984—brought the miners’ strike,
which saw the new wave Anar-
chists offering support to the
miners, and it marked the start
of the old school Anarchists to
recognise the punks as part of
its movement, and for youths
to realise the tradition of Anar-

chism and acknowledge its
history.

Industrial stuggles and issues of
class, racism and sexism are at
long last being confronted openly
by the Anarchist movement.
In particular, the Women's Move-
ment, and (yes), Greenham pro-
testing have opened up new
avenues of autonomous organi-
sation. In the field of radical
politics, Anarchists are on the
increase. An Anarchist paper
like Class War can now sell up
to 15,000 copies per issue, where
before 2,000 would have been
seen as huge.

BRING ME THE HEAD
OF ENOCH POWELL
British Anarchists are becoming
ever more open in their activities,
be it selling papers in the street.
showing solidarity with strikers
on picket lines, carrying out
direct action, to hounding Enoch
Powell out of Cardiff and
Bristol.
Anarchists are organising into
regional ”federations"—such as
the Midlands Anarchist Feder-
ation (MAF), Class War Feder-
ation (CWF). Anarchist Students
Federation (ASF). Anarchist
Communist Federation (ACF),
and many others.

ON THE ADVANCE
Whether it's squatting, or strikes,
you'll find Anarchists. Where the
Left move in an give orders,
Anarchists move in and give
support. ln the words of Peter
Shipley, "They (the Anarchists)
have advanced where the Marx-
ist Left have withdrawn".5
Anarchism succeeds in growing
because it contains the basic
grains of an idea that sees people
as equally important, equally de-
cent and able to exist without the

stifling, cynical manipulation of
the authoritarians.
People, no matter who, will even-
tually refuse to be pushed around.
The floodgates of Anarchy can be
opened at any time. Remember,
freedom is a basic urge.
Don't forget it.

PHIL HEDGEHOG
Winter 1986

FOOTNOTES:

1——From A Series of Shock
Slogans and Mindlesss Token
Tentrums. by Crass. Published by
Exitstencil Press. Try the 10¢;-£1
radical bookshop. ..
2—KI‘0lJotkin explanation. lifted
from Anarchy m Actign by
Colin Ward: an excellent book to
get hold of. Published by Freedom
I_)“'s5_aI-_ 5-2-50 (By post for £2.75
l"9"‘- ['1 B0085. 348 Whitcchapel
Fllsh bt_.reei.. London E1). Or, it
1" Nmltlflgham. from Black Raven
Book&..
i(-'1" Fwm Homage to Catalonia.
190111? Orwt-‘ll. published by

PP"!-’-utii at £1.95. This is the best
book to read [or an introduction
to the Spanish Revolution, as Ob-
jective as it can be.
4—Fl‘Om BBC2’s Brass Tacks re-
port on the ALF.
5'TP‘*l-P1" Shiplfy was once a
member of Thatcher’s "Policy
Decisions Unit”. Hardly friendly
to Anarchists at all.. .
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Hedgehog killing ‘not acrime’
A man who beat a, hedgehog

with a stick, inflicting multiple
injuries which resulted in a lin-
gering deatih, was not guilty of
a -criminal offence, the High
Court ruled yesterday.

{Mr Ian Campbell -beat the
animal in a “ savage, shockingly
ruthless manner," said Mr
Justice Otton. But the hedgehog
was not covered by the 1911
Protection of Animals Act be-
cause it was not a domestic or
captive animal.

Mr Justice Otton, sitting with
Lord Justice Watkins, held that
Canterbury magistrates were
correct in dismissing a prosecu-
tion broulght by the RSPCA
against -Mr Oampbcll, of High
Street, Horne Bay, Kent.

Mr Campbell was charged
with boating a captive animal
and causing unnecessary suffer-
ing to an animal by unreason-
ably omitting to provide it with
]Il‘0[N.‘l‘ and necessary care and

attention while _it was suffering
by not taking it to a vet for
treatment.

tMr Campbell was seen by a
neighbour at about midnight
in J-uly, 1985 beating the hedge-
hog with a stick. The next
morning the woman found the
animal on its back with its legs
moving. She took -it to a vet
who treated it but it died later
tlhat day.

Mr Christopher Critchlow,
counsel for the RSPICA, con-
tended that most animals ran
away ivf lbeoten-, but the hedge-
hog's response to danger or a
beating was to roll up into a
ball -— making it captive in the
eyes of the law.

The judges said -that the ani-
mal would on-ly ‘have been cap-
tive tif it were pinioned by a
contraption in order to hinder
or prevent its escape.

{During the hearing Mr Justice
Otton asked Mr Can1pbell’s
counsel, Mr Hudt Allardyce,

==ts|xTEEN r.=

whether Mr Campbell could be
guilty of any other offence.

“This was quite barbaric
behaviour, but he seems to have
slipped through the legal net,”
said the judge.

Mr Allardyce said that Mr
Campbell admitted beating the
hedgehog. But as afar as he was
aware -he could not be guilty oi
any other offence under animal
protection laws.

The judges decided not to
order costs against the RSPCA,
even» though the appeal was
lost.

Mr Critchlow said the RSPCA
would consider appealing to the
House of Lords because the case
was important ‘* not just to
hedgehogs but to other
animals."

An RSPCA spokesman said
later: “We are obviously
disappointed.” He was not pre-
pared to say how much it had
cost to bring the case to court,
but he added : “People are very
kind and generous.”
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