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‘WHOLESALE BAN ON VOICE

THE THREE MAIN NEWSPAPER WHOLE-
SALERS IN NOTTINGHAM HAVE REFUSED
TO DISTRIBUTE NOTTINGHAM VOICE.
Despite the fact that virtually all local and
national magazines are distributed through
these three wholesalers means that effectively
Nottingham Voice has been banned in Notting-

ham for distribution through ordinary channels.

W.H. Smith were unable to take a decision
locally and referred the matter to their
London office. They wished us every success
with our publication but felt that they were
unable to wholesale the Voice. This means
that not only will the Voice not be distributed
through Smith's, but that all their retailers
(for example, the Station bookstall) can't
take it either,

John Menzies (Holdings) L.td had to refer
the matter to their head office - and after
some delay informed us that they weren't
prepared to take it., They said they would
probably take it if the other two wholesalers
started to stock it., When we phoned Mr Blair
(the News Promotion Manager) at Menzies
headquarters, he explained "We're in busi-
ness to make money. Our set-up is fully
computerised and it's an expensive business
putting it on the computer." Mr Blair told us
that "most local publications are best handled
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on a local basis'" and suggested that we did
our own distribution.

The third local wholesaler is H. Halstead
& Sons Ltd. of George Street., This is a
local independent firm of wholesalers. They

have an annual turnover of over £14 million

" and made a profit of £44,000 in 1972, The

manager, Mr Redhead, told the Voice that they
weren't prepared to take it and that the reason
was "Mr Halstead doesn't like the content."

Some local retailers won't take Nottingham
Voice because they are unable to get it
through their wholesalers - and this is under-
standable. To take a paper on a direct sale
basis not only adds to the work that we have
to do but is also inconvenient for retailers.

Nottingham Voice is now not available at
all in the Victoria Centre, It is not available
in areas outside the City centre - except for
the University, St Ann's and Canning Circus.

You may be having difficulty in getting a
copy of Nottingham Voice., It's because we
are having difficulty getting it to you, We
hope readers will 1ook out newsagents who do
stock the Voice and ask newsagents who don't
to take it. If we are to increase the availa-
bility of the Voice it is as much up to our
readers as it is up to us. Without pressure
from you the Voice will continue to be difficult
to get - and may in the long run have to close.
We don't intend to see that happen.
~ Much is made of the freedom which British
society offers and one of the key aspects of
this freedom is freedom of the press. An
important aspect of this freedom is the free-
dom to sell and distribute papers. Naturally
both retailers and wholesalers have to make
money or go out of business but we offered
these wholesalers a 40 per cent discount on
the cover price. That's 4p out of every 10p.
We offered sale or return terms so there was
no possibility of a wholesaler making a loss on
the Voice.

We are disturbed by this wholesale ban on
the Voice in Nottingham and we are prepared
to offer wholesale terms to any individuals
willing to sell the Voice - at work, in colleges,
in pubs, or anywhere else., It is only by
individual sales that the Voice can now expand.

WE ASK FOR THE SUPPORT OF OUR
READERS.



Challenge

A NEW CHALLENGE to traditional voting has
emerged this week in Lenton ward., The
coloured community are entering into the fight
with three candidates.

First, the whites. John Carroll (present
City Labour leader) is a Labour candidate and
Ernest Smith is one of the Conservative's
choices. Second, the coloureds. Harbhajan,
an Indian, is standing as the other Tory
candidate. But the remaining two are the
most interesting.

M Aslam is the other Labour candidate.
He is an accountant and well known friend of
Jack Dunnett MP. He is known for much
effort in securing Labour Party support in
the coloured community.

The last candidate is Asad Hussain who is
standing as an independent Labour candidate
which will provide a challenge to the existing
[.abour organisation.

LETTERS

Dear Nottingham Voice,

Even if it came straight under the headline
"Gutter Press' your Liberty Bodyce cartoon
would be a disgrace.

Your editorial blurb proclaims that the
Voice is "against the use of power to exploit
any group'" and then you quite unashamedly
give over a quarter of a page to this nasty
little piece of sexism which ridicules and
belittles one of the most oppressed groups in
our society - women. What are you trying to
prove? Sexism isn't funny, for God's sake.

[ wouldn't have been surprised to see
Iiberty Bodyce in the Nottingham Post - but I
expect more of the Voice.

Perhaps this is a symptom of the,
regrettably, more general tendency of the
Voice in its failure to attempt to work towards
a clear political perspective - too often
languishing at the level of this cartoon in an
adolescent anarchism of unthought and
depoliticising humour (another recent example
being the handling - or, rather, lack of it - of
the Labour Party leadership election).

I want Nottingham Voice to succeed. A

loud, clear, radical voice is desperately need-

ed in Nottingham. This letter is a plea for a
bit of self-criticism from the editorial board.

Yours,
Teresa Woodcraft,
4, McIntyre Court, Stockwell, [.ondon SW4.

Dear Voice,

I am surprised and saddened at the continued
appearance of "Liberty Bodyce" whose
existence shows us two things! -

a. The committee's complete lack of
solidarity with the women's struggle.

b. A complete lack of understanding of

feminist thought.

It is naive to suggest that feminists are
without humour as anyone who has met even a
few supporters of the women's movement will
know.

For centuries women have been the objects
of derision and patronising attitudes. For
centuries many women have been fighting this.
It is sickening to find a group of people who
claim to be an "alternative" paper printing such
rubbish.

Yours,
Judy Wood,
306 Connaught Gardens, Radford.

Peace news

TWO NOTTINGHAM PEOPLE appeared in
Knightsbridge Crown Court, London, on the
1st April charged with helping a soldier to
remain absent without leave.

Penny Strange pleaded guilty and was
fined £80. Howard Clark pleaded not guilty
but was finally found guilty and fined £100 last
Tuesday. |

The case concerned David Brown, a soldier,
who, it was alleged, both Penny and Howard
helped find accommodation while he was
absent from the army.

David Brown was absent because he did
not want to return to Northern Ireland where
he had already done one tour of duty. He |
subsequently returned to his regiment and was
eventually discharged on medical grounds.

Some 1300 soldiers go absent every year
but rarely are charges pressed against people
who have helped them with accommodation,
although this must happen in many cases.

" Both Penny and Howard claim that they
tried to dissuade David from absenting himself
without leave and discussed with him legal
ways of leaving the army, and this was in
May 1974. The case had taken nearly two
years to come to court.

Howard Clark is one of the co-editors of
the Nottingham-based fortnightly radical paper
Peace News. lLast December John Hyatt - at

that time also a co-editor of Peace News -
was fined £50 for helping another soldier go
to Sweden.

PATHFINDER
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