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THE THREE MAIN NEWSPAPER WHOLE-
SALERS IN NOTTINGHAM HAVE REFUSED
TO DISTRIBUTE NOTTINGHAM VOICE.

Despite the fact that virtually all local and
national magazines are distributed through
these three wholesalers means that effectively
Nottingham Voice has been banned in Notting-
ham for distribution through ordinary channels

W.H. Smith were unable to take a decision
locally and referred the matter to their
London office. They wished us every success
with our publication but felt that they were
unable to wholesale the Voice. This means
that not only will the Voice not be distributed
through Smith's, but that all their retailers
(for example, the Station bookstall) can't
take it either.

John Menzies (Holdings) Ltd had to refer
the matter to their head office - and after
some delay informed us that they weren't
prepared to take it. They said they would
probably take it if the other two wholesalers
started to stock it. When we phoned Mr Blair
(the News Promotion Manager) at Menzies
headquarters, he explained "We're in busi-
ness to make money. Our set-up is fully
computerised and it's an expensive business
putting it on the computer." Mr Blair told us
that "most local publications are best handled

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is an independent
paper which is against the use of money
and power to exploit any group or V
individual. We welcome news, articles and
help from interested groups and individuals.
Editorial meetings are held each Monday at '
6.00 pm at 33 Mansýeld Road and, after-  
wards, in the Peacock Hotel. All those
interested in helping are invited to attend
any meeting.
Nottingham Voice is printed and published
by the Nottingham Voice Committee, at
33 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.
Telephone: ,(0602) 41 1676 .
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This edition was produced by: Fred Broad,
Roger Critchley, Maggie Smith, Nigel Lee,
Pete Campbell, Ian Hornsey, Chas Griffin,
Ann Griffin, Marian Jeffries, Chris Seal,
Garry Jenkins, Mick Jordan, A.B. Dick,
and others.
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on a local basis" and suggested that we did
our own distribution ~

The third local wholesaler is H. Halstead "
& Sons Ltd. of George Street. This is a  
local independent firm of wholesalers. They
have an annual turnover of over Ã1% million
and made a proýt of Ã44,000 in 1972. The
manager, Mr Redhead, told the Voice that they
weren't prepared to take it and that the reason
was "Mr Halstead doesn't like the content."

Some local retailers won't take Nottingham
Voice because they are unable to get it
through their wholesalers - and this is under-
standable. To take a paper on a direct sale
basis not only adds to the work that we have
to do but is also inconvenient for retailers.

Nottingham Voice is now not available at
all in the Victoria Centre. It is not available
in areas outside the City centre - except for
the University, St Ann's and Canning Circus.

You may be having difficulty in getting a
copy of Nottingham Voice. It's because we
are having difficulty getting it to you. We
hope readers will look out newsagents who do
stock the Voice and ask newsagents who don't
to take it. If we are to increase the availa-
bility of the Voice it is as much up to our
readers as it is up to us. Without pressure
from you the Voice will continue to be difficult
to get - and may in the long run have to close.
We don't intend to see that happen.
""' Much is made of the freedom which British
society offers and one of the key aspects of
this freedom is freedom of the press. An
important aspect of this freedom is the free-
dom to sell and distribute papers. Naturally
both retailers and Aw holesalers have to make
money or go out of business but we offered
these wholesalers a 40 per cent discotmt on
the cover price. That's 4p out of every 10p.
We offered sale or return terms so there was
no possibility of a wholesaler making a loss on
the Voice.

We are disturbed by this wholesale ban on
the Voice in Nottingham and we are prepared
to offer wholesale terms to any individuals
willing to sell the Voice - at work, in colleges,
in pubs, or anywhere else. It is only by
individual sales that the Voice can now expand,
WE ASK FOR THE SUPPORT OF OUR
READERS.



feminist thought.
It is naive to suggest that feminists are

without humour as anyone who has met even a
A NEW CHALLENGE to traditional Voting has few supporters of the women's movement will
emerged this week in Lenton ward. The know '
coloured community are entering into the fight For Centuries Women have been the Objects
with three eanCudates_ of derision and patronising attitudes. For

Firstô the whiteS_ John Carroll (present centuries many women have been fighting this.
City Labour leader) is a Labour candidate and It 1,5 Sickening to ýnd a ,%P<>'1P of peOP_1e_whÁ
Ernest Smith is one of the Conservative s. _ claim to be an "alternative" paper printing such
choices. Second, the coloureds. Harbhajan, Pubbish'
an Indian, is standing as the other Tory yours,
candidate. But the remaining two are the Judy wood,
most i"te1"e5til'l8- 306 Connaught Gardens, Radford.

M Aslam is the other Labour candidate.
He is an accountant and wellknown friend of
Jack Dunnett MP. He is known for much N
effort in securing Labour Party support in
the coloured community.

The last candidate is Asad Hussain who is
standing as an independent Labour candidate
which will provide a challenge to the existing
Labour organisation. .

Dear Nottingham Voice ,
Even if it came straight under the headlineó
"Gutter Press" your Liberty Bodyce cartoon
would be a disgrace.

Your editorial blurb proclaims that the
Voice is "against the use of power to exploit
any group" and then you quite unashamedly
give over a quarter of a page to this nasty
little piece of sexism which ridicules and
belittles one of the most oppressed groups in
our society - women. What are you trying to
prove? Sexism isn't funny, for God's sake.

I wouldn't have been surprised to see
Liberty Bodyce in the Nottingham Post - but I
expect more of the Voice.

Perhaps this is a symptom of the,
regrettably, more general tendency of the

TWO NOTTINGHAM PEOPLE appeared in
Knightsbridge Crown Court, London, on the
1st April charged with helping a soldier to
remain absent without leave.

Penny Strange pleaded guilty and was
fined Ã80. Howard Clark pleaded not guilty
but was finally found guilty and fined Ã100 last
Tuesday . _

The case concerned David Brown, a soldier,
who, it was alleged, both Penny and Howard
helped find accommodation while he was
absent from the army.

David Brown was absent because he did
not want to return to Northern Ireland where
he had already done one tour of duty. He O
subsequently returned to his regiment and was
eventually discharged on medical grounds.

Some 1300 soldiers go absent every year
but rarely are charges pressed against people
who have helped them with accommodation,
although this must happen in many cases.

A Both Penny and Howard claim that they
tried to dissuade David from absenting himself
without leave and discussed with him legal
ways of leaving the army, and this wasin
May 1974. The case had taken nearly two
years to come to court.

Voice in its failure to attempt 120 WOIók towards Howard Clark is one of the co-editors of
a clear political perspective - too often
languishing at the level of this cartoon in an
adolescent anarchism of unthought and
depoliticising humour (another recent example

the Nottingham-based fortnightly radical paper
Peace News. Last December John Hyatt - at
that time also a co-editor of Peace News -
was fined Ã50 for helping another soldier go

being the handling - or, rather, lack of it - of to Sweden.
the Labour Party leadership election).

I want Nottingham Voice to succeed. A
loud, clear, radical voice is desperately need-
ed in Nottingham. This letter is a plea for a
bit of self-criticism from the editorial board.
Yours,
Teresa Woodcraft,
4, McIntyre Court, Stockwell, London SW4.

Dear Voice ,
I am surprised and saddened at the continued
appearance of "Liberty Bodyce" whose '
existence shows us two things! -
a. The committee's complete lack of
solidarity with the women's struggle.
b. A complete lack of understanding of
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THE MAY LOCAL ELECTIONS mean the end
of the line, at least for the time being, for ,
rebel Labour councillor Stephen Evans.

He's become the victim of what looks like
a revenge move by the local Labour hierarchy.

A few weeks ago, the ruling group in the
Nottingham Labour Party received an
embarrassing rebuff from the Labour Partyó s
highest national body. The Labour Party's
National Executive reversed the expulsion of
Stephen which the local Party had meted out
for his opposition for what he declared were
their anti-socialist policies.

Now itó s election time again and new
electoral boundaries put his voters into Park
Ward. And Park Ward chose him as one of
their two council candidates.

But all the Labour candidates have to be
approved at District level. And not only did
the District say no, they sent their heavy guns
along to last Tuesday's meeting of the ward
to threaten the dissolving of the ward and the
expulsion from the Party of its officers if the
ward went ahead with Stephen's candidature.

Faced with this threat, the Ward was
forced to accept this - but not without
registering their strong protest and declaring
their intention to continue their ýght for
Stephenó s democratic rights. And they
haven't chosen another candidate to replace
Steve.-

Some of his supporters in the City are
known to have been urging, Stephen to ýght as
an independent. Perhaps against Council
leader John Carroll himself.

But Stephen rejects this strategy. "I'm
staying in the Labour Party and continuing my
ýght for democracy and for policies which
don't place the burdens of a capitalist crisis
on the shoulders of working people."

Certainly Park Ward Labour Party with
their remaining candidate are aiming to ýght
the election on the sort of policies Steve has
been plugging. In particular, opposition to
the Government's expenditure cuts which have
been meekly accepted by the ruling Labour
Council group.

They're planning public meetings with
Dennis Skinner MP and Tony Kelly of Newham
East "Prentice slaying" fame. It's doubtful
whether other Labour candidates will be
inviting their electorate to see themselves as
cast in the heroic mould of the Republic of
Clay Cross or East End Marxism.

So the case of the candidate who didn't
run may still turn out to be one of the more
interesting May municipal jousts. Nottingham
Voice will be counting the blows though given
previous form we're making no predictions
about a fair ýght. 0
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This article was submitted by members of the
Campaign against a Criminal Tresgass Law
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ON TWENTY-THIRD MARCH, 1976, the Law
Commission published its ýnal report on
"Conspiracy and Criminal Law Reform",
containing a draft bill, the aim of which is to
make trespass into a criminal offence inó
certain circumstances.

At the moment, trespass is a civil offence:
"Trespassers will be Prosecuted" notices are
just "wooden lies". If the Law Commission's
proposals become law (and the Government has
said it will give them priority), these present
empty threats could in many cases have the
substantial backing of the criminal law, with
prison sentences of up to two years.

Direct action has been used for many
years by individuals and groups to draw
attention to their grievances, to realise their
basic human needs, and to protest about
matters of importance. Recently, the amount
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-of direct action has escalated.
The long council house waiting lists,

coupled with clearance and redevelopment
policies and high rents charged in the private
sector, have encouraged the growth of squatt-
ing as a means of people housing themselves
(there are ten thousand squats in London alone)

In the industrial sector, more and more
workers have taken to occupying their work-
places in order to save their jobs. Upper
Clyde Shipbuilders saved seven thousand jobs
in this way. The workers at Triumph Meriden
used similar tactics in setting up their co-
operative.

Embassies have also been the scene of
direct action, as in the cases of Iranian and


























