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THERE WOULD BE TOTAL disruption in the
National Health Service in South Nottingham
if proposed government cuts went ahead,
according to a report being circulated among
administrative staff.

The report has been produced by the
District Management Team, who have been
asked to work out the effects of a 5% cut in
management spending next year and a further
5% the year after. The report is to go to the
Department of Health and Social Security for
a decision on whether these cuts should be
implemented. The proposals form part of the
government's efforts to reduce bureaucracy
and the numbers of civil servants.

But the report claims that several areas
of Health Service management are already
under strain following the standstill on spend-
ing imposed in March this year. The standstill
means that University Hospital cannot be open-
ed on time, The District Health Authority have
asked for exemption from the standstill so they
can employ four extra staff to cope with the
commissioning of the hospital part of Univer-
sity Hospital (it is also a medical school).
They hope to hear from the Area Health
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Authority within a couple of weeks.
"Unless we get those four posts during the

autumn, we will not even be able to accept the
buildings from the contractor," a spokesman
for the District told us. The hospital is due
to be handed over between this August and
next June,

The report also claims that the District
Health Authority urgently needs a second Fire
Officer because the District Fire Officer
"cannot cope" with the present and projected
amount of work. "The post , . . cannot provide
minimum required standards in fire prevention
and training, " says the report, The problem
has been caused by the addition to the District
of University Hospital and Saxondale Hospital
following reorganisation of the Health Service.

For similar reasons, the report states that
the Supplies Section is Lmlikely to be able to
cope with the additional work,

But these problems would be small compar-
ed with the result of a 10% cut in management
which is being considered by the government.
In order to achieve an 8% cut, it would be
necessary for South Nottingham to cut some
eight jobs. Any of these taken on their own
"would produce a significant deterioration in
the administrative services provided in the
District," the report concludes. "Cutting all
of the posts would totally disrupt the admini'Ä'-l
trative ftmction. "

The problem arises not just because of the
present standstill, or the cuts, or the addition
of University Hospital to the District (which
already covers Saxondale, the General
Hospital and seven other hospitals), but
because of the additional work created when
the Health Service was reorganised. An
additional bureaucratic tier was added. There
are now three administrative tiers (not includ-
ing the Department of Health and Social
Security itself) - Regional, Area and District
levels.

TheHealth Service Branch of NALGO
(the local government officers union) is due to



meet on Tuesday to discuss the report and
decide what action to take. Whatever happens,
there is certain to be stiff resistance if the
government does decide to push ahead with
these cuts. As the District Health Authority
spokesman told the Voice: "lt would be devast-
ating for the Health Service if these cuts went
ahead."

Illllli I5
RISING RENTS and racialism were the two
targets which the Trades Council set its
sights on at its monthly meeting last Wednesday.
Itdecided to call a counter-demonstration
against the National Front. As readers will no
doubt know , the City Cotmcil early this week
gave permission to the National Front to have
a demonstration in Slab Square on Sunday,
August 8th. The Trades Council believes such
demonstrations should be banned because the
aim of the Front is to stir up racial tension.

The Trades Council's counter-
demonstration will probably be on the day
before - the Saturday. The Trades Council is
going to contact all progressive and democrat-
ic organisations in the hope that a really
massive demonstration of community abhor-
rence of fascism can be mounted. We will
bring you more precise details when they're
decided. I

The Trades Cotmcil slammed the Tory
City Council for its decision to raise Cotmcil
house rents by an average of 83p. It argued
that to take this decision in committee and not
in the full Council was a piece of Tory hypo-
crisy since they had campaigned for open
government. The Trades Cotmcil declared
itself opposed to rent increases in a period of
wage restraint - which the Tories are enthusi-
astically supporting. It decided to back the
call for a lobby of the next meeting of City  
councillors, the call coming from the St Ann's
and Basford tenants associations. The lobby
is scheduled for 11 a.m. on 5th August, out-
side the Council House.

LAST WEDNESDAY the Social Services
Committee of the County Council decided to
chop, at least for the time being, two services
extensively used by the handicapped - free
telephones and bus passes.

In the case of telephones, the Committee
simply decided to stop accepting any more
applications. A Working Party on the Care of
the Physically Handicapped is examining the
question of who is eligible for telephones under

(continued on page 7, column 2)
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THROUGHOUT THE SHORT history of ~
Nottingham Voice readers have complained
that, although they thought the paper was
quite a good thing, they found its political
stance rather vague. There are a number
of reasons why we have never attempted to
be more specific about our political beliefs.

Perhaps the main reason is that this
always seemed to demand a grand, manifesto-
type statement, and glancing through similar
statements in similar "alternative" papers,
we have not found them very convincing.

They seem to fall into two categories -
(1) the dogmatic, full of the sort of hollow o
jargon which is mostly an excuse for not
thinking, or (2) the reverse of this, the
loose and well-meaning vagueness of the
"alternative" left, which usually expresses
itself in such phrases as, "We believe that
people should get together and take control
over their own lives" - excellent as far as
it goes, but hardly a detailed strategy for
action.

Sadly, our own political position has
always been quite close to this last state-
ment. The Voice has been determinedly non-
party political because we hoped to provide
a medium for a wide variety of left views,
and because none of us has been enthusiast-
ic about the programmes of the various left
parties.

It has become increasingly clear to us,
however, that this is not a very productive
attitude at a time when the Labour govern-
ment, far from attempting to usher in the
new society, is busily cobbling up the
WOLll'ldS of the old one - and when the left
shows less sign of challenging the establish-
ment than at any time over the last hundred -
years. A ~

There is a limit to what a newspaper can
do (even the Evening Post has to suffer the
occasional agonies of a Labour City Council),
but instead of moaning gently on the side-
lines, we can at least be more direct about
the features of our present society which
we find intolerable.

From time to time in future weeks,
therefore, we shall be looking at such
topics as ownership, profit, work, author- 2
ity, hierarchy, competition, the uses of
technology, the control of information -
areas vital to the control of our society
which we are not merely critical of, but
which in most cases we believe could safely
be abolished.

Watch this space!
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THERE ARE OCCASIONS when it seems that
Trades Cotmcils, even our own splendid local
body, are afflicted by that disease prevalent
in all offical Trade Union Bodies - arthritic
bureaucratitis. This criticism has even sur-
faced in the Voice occasionally. It's only fair
then that we praise the Trades Council for
being immediately off the mark in organising to
combat the latest National Front threat in
Nottingham.

The City Council has agreed to allow the
National Front to hold a march and demonstrat-
ion in Slab Square on Sunday, August 8th. As
we record elsewhere, the Trades Council is
arguing for the banning of this meeting and is
calling a cotmter-demonstration.

We urge all Voice readers to come, and
bring others. t

The Trades Council was quite right to
re 'ect overwhelmin 1 the view that democracyJ 8 Y
means free speech for fascists. Fascist move-
ments are not interested in rational argument.
They're interested in intimidation and viol-
ence and in turning white working-class ~
frustration with our present society into
attacks on blacks. The spate of attacks on
blacks in various parts of Britain culminating
in the murder in Southall is the direct conse-
quence of racist propaganda in which fascist
organisations like the Front are, sadly, not
alone, but to which they make a significant
contribution.

And this is no academic argument as far as
Nottingham is concerned. Within the last few
weeks black organisations have been discuss-
ing the setting up of a special defence commit-
tee to monitor attacks on blacks in Nottingham.
If the Front were allowed to get a hold in
Nottingham then these attacks would certainly
increase. There can be no doubt that the East
Midlands is a growth area for fascism. The
Front's alarming showing in the Leicester
Cotmcil elections is proof enough of this. i

And it looks as if the Front are- trying to
expand from their base in Leicester into
Nottingham. Only two or three weeks ago they
brought large numbers of members from Leices-
ter and Derby to Nottingham to whip up enthusi-
asm among Nottingham members. Fortunately,
that enthusiasm must have been largely evapor-
ated by the fifty-strong Anti-Fascist Committee
picket of their last meeting. But that can only
be the start of a battle to stop the Front getting
a toehold here. Nottingham has, in fact,
quite a good record of combatting fascism and
racism, both in the thirties, and the sixties

against the Monday Club.
So we repeat - the immediate task is the

biggest possible mobilisation for the counter-
demonstration. But that's av tactic. What
should the strategÔ beô? How should we combat
racismô? Who can o it? This was the topic
that caused controversy at the last meeting of
the Trades Council. The majority view of the
Trades Council is that what's needed is a
broad front, not just of the Labour movement
and the left - but of clerics, liberals, and
Tories.

One exponent of this view went as far as to
declare that without the support of Tories the
anti-racialist movement would be isolated. At
first glance it seems rather curious for a
Labour movement organisation which spends .
its time fighting the employers and their politi-
cal party, the Tories, to declare that without
Tory support it'll be isolated. None the less,
this argument does merit serious consideration.

Voice readers will hardly need telling that
Britain has been an imperialist power for hun-
dreds of years and has a well-developed racist
ideology to justify this. And it's an ideology
to which many workers and even many organis-
ed members of the Labour movement have
capitulated. Those who are prepared to fight
racialism are the minority, so the question of
isolation is real.

Slrenulh
But if we're going soberly to admit the

enormity of the task, we have also soberly to
assess the real strength in all quarters of
opposition to racialism. Where are these
liberals, Tories and men of the cloth who are
prepared to fight racialism? Historically,
outside the socialist left the most significant
strand of thought and organisation which is for
human equality is the Liberal Party. But
where were the Liberals after Southall? They
had a leadership election, and racialism .
wasn't an issue. They preferred to discuss
Pardoe's paternity. Where was Cyril Smith's
voice against racialism? After all, he
represents a constituency next door to racial-
ly tense Blackburn.

Supporters of the Trades Council majority
drew attention to the massive Southall demon-
stration against the killing there. This they
took to be an example of their broad front
strategy, and certainly it was a heartening
demonstration. But though we stand ready to
be corrected, we read no reports of massive
delegations on the march grouping behind the
banners of the Yotmg Conservatives and the






























