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INTERCOM 5
This issue was put together by the London Intercom group. Participation in Intercom is automatic for material

conforming to the ten-point code printed below. Other material at the editorial groupôs discretion.

1 Opposition to the class society which exists in every country in the world.
2 Commitment to the communist objective ð abolition of nation states and the money/market/wages system, and its

replacement by the common ownership and democratic control of the world ôs resources.
3 Rejection of ónationalisationôas any kind of solution to working class problems.
4 Support and encouragement for independent working class struggle outside the control of the trade unions (including

shop-stewards and órank-and-fileô movements, and all political parties.
5 Opposition to all capitalist and nationalist parties, including the Labour Party and other organisations of the capitalist

left. Opposition to all joint work with these organisations, includingparticipation in front organisations such as the CND.
6 For the active participation of the whole working class in its own emancipation through social revolution which

overthrows all governments, bosses and leaders.
Rejection of all forms of nationalism -ð for the in temationalisa tion of working class struggle.
Active opposition to racism and sexism.
Opposition to religion and all other ideological mystifications.

10 Support for principled co-operation among revolutionaries, and opposition to sectarianism.
ÄDQO\1
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Gays and the Left (AF, Stoke)
Crisis, wot Crisis? (Lia, London)
Account of the January Intercom conference (1) - (MB, Manchester)

ò (2) - (L, London)
9 The Future of Intercom (REssex, London)
ll The Organisation of Intercom (Hilary, Wildcat) V
13 Peace in the ô80s : two discussion documents by Red & Black Action, San Diego. Intro and afterword by Black Star
17 Text on Nuclear Disarmament Movements, from Glasgow
20 Critique of Laurens Otter (M. Shipway, Manchester)
24 The Progression of the Movement (A Communist Effort)
31 Correspondence (WildcatlCommunist Bulletin Group)

ñWhere Does Wildcat stand on the Question of Organisation?ò (Le Frondeur to Wildcat)
37 Concrete Cow -ð Black Star leaþet & Intro.ô
38 Report of the January Intercom conference (3) ð- (Glasgow)
40 Report from Italy
41 Letter from Liverpool
42 Recent publications received
45 What Distinguishes Wildcat? (Statement of th basic principles)
47 What Distinguishes Wildcat? (Workers Playtime)

Leaþets : Test Your Socialist Principles (Careless Talk)
The Fist of Fury (London Autonomists)
Extracts from Practical Anarchy Feb/March
The Miners Fight is our Fight (Wildcat & Communist Bulletin Group)

INTERCOM 6 Deadline and production have not yet been ýnalised. In the mean time, all correspondence and material for
the next Intercom should be sent to : Wildcat, c/o Autonomy Centre, 8-10 Gt. Ancoats St., Manchester 4

APRIL CONFERENCE 1984 The next Intercom conference will be held\at Keele and hosted by the Careless Talk group.
Dates are 27th.,28th and 29th April (Fri ð Sun). Details and registration slips from : óCareless Talkô,
14 Elliot Street, Newcastle-Under-Lyme, North Staffs.

The óIntercomô bulletin and meetings were the outcome of a conference in Manchester in September 1982,
which in tum followed the production of a pilot issue of a discussion bulletin called the óNew Left Reviewô by the
WILDCAT group in Manchester.

The bulletin is intended to promote an exchange of information on the activities of various groups and individ-
uals who together form a minority communist tendency distinct from what is generally called the óLeft Wingô and
who sometimes describe themselves as: anarchist-, libertarian-, council- and left- communists. It is hoped that
this information will provide the basis for regular discussion and debate amongst ourpolitical tendency, leading
to greater understanding of important issues and increased co-operation in practical work.
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 operession is achieved when the any person q,s adopt d en. interntlised straight peoplesó
definition of what is good and bad.." _
, So began the section on self-oppression contained in the london Gay liberation Front
manifesto. For many it summed up all that was new and important in gay liberation - the
realisation that inasmuch as we are agents of our own oppression, so we have the power
to overcome it. with this in mind the Gay liberation Front and gay left were born. Its I
formation was an optimistic response to its pessimistic analysis of the position and"  I
importance of homosexuality on the extreme and revolutionary left. Until its formation,
it had been a feature of gay liberationists to support other causes as open homosexuals
in the hope of gaining support in return. The result of this policy of "I'll scratch
your back if you scratch mine" tended to leave gay backs obstinately itching. By the
mid-'70s the spirit and enthusiasm of gay pride had evapourated leaving behind the self-
oppressive assumption that our participation would only discredit a lserious' cause.
With this in mind, it is clear that while optimistic in theory, the foundation of the
GLF was in itself a recognition of the defeat of the gay liberationist movement, and an
attempt to rally its more radical eliments to stem this tide and to realistically assess
what had gone wrong. This assessment led to a challenging conclusion and took the
following form:  F,

The ósexual revolutionó of the late 60s had given rise to the belief that capital-
ist society could really be shocked into total acceptance of homosexual equality, but

I

l

the worsening economic axi3ix_crisis of the early 70s and its social repercussions had
proved this to be a false hope r.,. , - r  A T

Those with the energy left to commit themselves saw social liberation as the road
t t 1 E l'b st' d .h l d th ' - ' t wa d ' li a d the rev-o sexua (gly) 1 era ion, an c anne e eir energies o r s socia sm n t  _
olutionary or 'hardF left and in particular the far left parties. rThis too proved at _,
futile exercise; The case of the International Socialists (S.h.P.) Gay Group between i} C
1 ' ód d l b h d b th ' ' mrad só in res -972-75 provi es a goo iexamp e as gay mem ers were s unne y eir co ~ e . A p_
onse to the Central Committee's instructions and were themselves instructed to cease
WOTk'Wlth the GlEóon the grounds th t they were placing their sexuality above the inter-
ests of the " . politic l organisation oi which they are nominal members "

The position of gays was unlike th t of any other minority The issues of black
and womens liberation was being taken seriously and support for them lUtúPpT9tFd as
necessary to break down intra-cl ss divisions, ihile homosexuality, if not being seen
as a bourgois deviation cTlSlþg from the social idiosyncrasies of capitalism was a matter
of self-indulgent lifestylism that flV6PtCQ from the revolutionary struggle. In line
with this interpretation was c hostility to ~"y pÂTt1Clp&t10n in political action - far
from representing the opinion of in oppr*sseo group, they discredited political action
by trivialising its importance i.e. using serious political issues as an opportunity
to flaunt their indulgent character

The increasing importance of black and womens issues on the far left provided ano-
th"r e*ample of the contempt for gay liberation There was no sudeen realisation that
women and blacks were oportsscd, they always hcd been nut once they began organising
for themselvis they presented " challenge to the recruitment plans of the parties This
alternative focal point for mlllt3ntS h d to be recuperat~d by the parties, and their
cynical adoption of black anc womens issues wað a calculated attempt to destroy the
challenge nd boost their own membership Despite the growth of the g y movement
(parallel to and niining inspiration from th womens movement) the parties still did
not want to soil their hands with serualist politics What liberal ttitudes of toler-
ence and sympathy for the sexually ódeviantô that die exist succeedrd only in crushing
the spirit of gay socialists ~nd 1HCPCÂS1ng their isolation from eachother and the
revolutionary movement

The frith of gay militants in socialism we unooubteoly shaken The success of
social revolution could in no way be seen as a guarantee or gay liberation, if the
attitude of straight ócomradesô was anything to go by, but since capitalism could never
offer an alternative, socialism came to be seen less as a salv tion than a prerequisit

f l b t Thr th "IE w t it elf as a kind ofô r ssure groupó to keepor i era ion ts e 1 _ as o see s p e
homosexuality on the revolutioary aaenei It was also to provide the only real altern-
ative for revolutionary gays to the patronage and cynisism of the left milieu s
premise its defi nt The emergence of the g y movement independent of tle ósocialist
organisations (where many gay revolutionaries vere as frightend of'coming out'es they
might be at work) Wes of great importance because it wuold break down the guilt and fear
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that results from isolation and enable asy. to confidently and firmly reject the sympa-
thy offered by ócomradesô and demand solidarity with the struggle against gay oppression.

ýy the early 80s, in line with the general down turn in class confidence and A _
.militancy, the last real remnance of the gay left effectively died. The GI5óhad played
an important role in making homosexuality an issue revolutionaries could not ignore,
but despite recent efforts to revitalise regional socialist gay organisations, nothing

has arisen to take its place as the focal point of gay revolutionary activism. Its loss
is now being felt. is the crisis of capitalism deepens so the revolutionary movement
concentrates more and more on the factories and workplaces. at a time when reaction 
against gays is growing, they once again find themselves becoming a peripheral issue

,1argely irrelevant to hhe struggle.p Without the focus of the GLF, and the gay left
the movement has retreated through fear and isolation into its conservative introspec-
tive ghetto. u '  _,_ . ó ~Ô _ _

I do not believe that the social revolution guarantees my liberation, or even makes
it that much more likely.i There will_of course be an explosion of social attitudes
during its course, but this shake up need not necessarily include an understanding or
acceptance of gay liberation.ô I do however believe that socialism offers the only.
real hope for my liberation, but I do not believe I should suspend my struggle until,ñ
capitalism is overthrown. y _ - "" r _ y ,1

 Traditionally,"the anarchist/libertarian movements have been more responsive to
minority issues then the far left has been, but now in line with the far left, the v
current trend is to concentrate on the workplace and economic issues. There is also
a tendency to see those who do not follow this trend as engaging in diversory-or single
issue campaigns that are peripheral or irrelevant to the main struggle. Thus not only"
are gays once again being dropped by the revolutionary movement, but should any autono
mous regrouping of gay revolutionaries take place, it is likely to be greeted with the
same disdain and negativity that is currently reserved for groups like the Animal
Liberation Front. Have all the gains of the GLF been lost? twill gays at some stage
in the future have to fight from scratch all over again for recognition independent ofs
comradely tolerente and sympathy? 'If you let it, yes! Gays on the left are no longer= 
streng enough to keep reminding you that we exist.  

_, However much the crisis worsens, the revolutionary movement must not lose sight
of the importance of sexual politics in the course of its support of workers resistance
against capitalism. People do more then just work in factories and go on strike!
Some workers are gay too! If we are ever to see a social revolution then we must as a '
movement be prepared to argue openly, to write about and to talk about issues such as
homosexuality and gay liberation. They are neither peripheral or irrelevant, and a
ñrecognition of their validity is vital if we are going to combat the prejudices that ~
have so far successfully-prevented the essential unity of the working class. ' *~-ñó
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Wolverine _7_ Gay voices of Hostility; ô March 1984 G if W
includes : '  :i b  _
Gays and the Labour Party, Sociallyworkers, Police, Gays g& Working Class.
Generally a Come Out Fi'ghting*Apôproach. e . ~  
20p from Box 17, C1 ,'Metropolit,an Wharf, Wapping Wall, London El.
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'I'owards*A Gay'Comrnunism ð Mario Meili. Pirate Productions
I |.-- Ió . .

40p plus 17p postage. Unpopular Books, C1 Metropolitan. Wharf, Wapping Walla
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h Uapitalisn has snterex a new epoch o ,crisis, characterised iron the viewpoint
Oi theuuacro-sconenic data as a substantial St&@ý&iiOU, while on the plainpoi social

"- ' ' * '" V. ' _,.,.:ó., ..' _ __,_ó ' _ _ _' _ó T, , 3', _ '."ô_' ,_...,... 5; .. " .-ó -1' '.-. ' - ... _- -'9--,-Jr "'r;3'_-I"OTÄ&þlS&tlOý_lHtún$@ó;jsÃaþChlOþdllig is aaqilest. ulteu this bltè@tl0nô_Ä@iewMcOu&ddPb
fòòare at the point of celebratin- the f neral OTutiOhS'Ql a dgin®-capitalisn.Eor then;..

Ã4the cris is is the proof that capital itself is the limit, a barrier ts its can devel-
opaent, but these catastrphist visions have their own linits in their under-gelding of
those intense processes offtransiormation which characterise this phase of@3eneral
stapnation; Piocosses which could lead to a fresh renewal of the dynamics of the
development, accumulation, and valorization of capital. .  ._- _ -

ifoday we are facing a powerful restr-
ucturation or the technical and social div-
ision_cf labour, that is to say of all the
social and productive areas oi the capit-
alist system. from the strictly productive
viewpoint there is a reorganisation of big
productive units which get dismantled and
informs-computerised, and this especially
in the bigaimperealist metropoles. Conse;
uuently there is,a diffusion of snall and
medium sized companies, on the one handpp,
there is a destruction of living labour by
the robotised line, and on the other the
expansion of the underground economy oÃi 1

ñIsuperexploitation. The result is the ce-
. \ - _ _composition and stratification of the pro-

letariat and its organisational weakening,
all with the purpose of reiwposing theè
political and social control of capital over
the productive and reproductive process.*
On the capitalist side this tendencv is *

0'called the new industrial revolution, uh
where "revolution" means the computer-
isation of social life, the application of,
new technology within the relaticns of
production and at the same time the crpul-,5
sion from the labour process of massive -it
amounts of labour power.*'*

In any case it's clear that the tend-
ency of capital in this particular phase
is the attenptto reconstruct that which in
economics is called the Uhhillips Curve", ~
that is; when unemployment rises , wages
fall and the Quota of_profit goes up.

J .Following what the new economists of the 1
Jeaganian school suggest, the logic-istthat
a certain levelñof unemployment is nec-ó
essary and that only_by nanoeuveringlit can
the stability of prices be obtained and *
competitiveness within the international7
economic system be recovered. This demon-
strates how vain and illusory are the
discourses about'full employment frcn all
The Left. To fight today for the right to
work means to develop mechanisms of sel-
ection and division within the class,
mechanisms of the counterposition of waged
and unwaged. This Labourist and productiv-
ist ideolpgy plays the same game as capital
,especially now.

what we are facing is a return to thoó
primary capitalist values; restoration of
the principle of competitiveness, of hier-
archy, of the self-made man, For the re-

. _-.,

affirmation of individualism , in otheró
words, for capital-it matters to redefine
5 the mode, the cycle,"and the relations
of production, paying attention at theeô
same time to redefining human beings*and,
their approach to reality. On the level ó
of social relations the reactionary attacl
qualifies itself through the ideo1ogical_
bonbardment in favour of the return to
traditional values, in England-"Victor-at
ian Values", in America the culture Âr~ _
the "Frontier", to be precise, the cult-A
ure of the ressurection of the market.
The new nan that the technological revo-
lutionlwill produce is one who will fight
and conpete with others to ensure for
himself the dignity of a s job. Han sub-;
sumed by the mp computer: what dignity?
All this is crowned by the principle of
faith imposed in the most vulgar and stu-
pid manner: faith in the future, in man,
in providence, and.....in the big economic
recovery. . ~1 t "L

The impression is that from the end
of the seventies we are witnessingathe
definitive failure of Keynesian eccnomic
policies based on public intervention,
indeedhan_attach on public spending is
clearly visible in the new trends inañ
econonic policy suggested by Reagan. So d
in the,name,of "laissez fairs" and supply
side economics there will be no nore fin-
ance for welfare and social security, and
at the sane time less tax for industry_,p
with the function of increasing the inc-h
entive for investment, particularly inhò
the small company sector. In Britain, for
instance, the present govt. has intro- 0
duced a series of measures which go in
this direction, one of which is the "Gov-
ernnent.Guaranteed Loan Scheme" intro-
duced in 1980. "This project has*been the
most successful financial facility intro-

-:- _

duced'by the govt., Ã400m has been lent to
more than 12,000 companies through the
agency of,sone~50 banks.-The govt. prov-.
ides the banks dealing with the scheme _
with a guarantee of over sax so, of the ,
loans provided -up to Ã75,000- and charges
a 31 3, premium for so doing.With this v
guarantee the 50Äbanks administering theò
scheme have managed ts lend the hulkðl
Ã400s- of the Ã600n which is earmarked as












































































































