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INTERCOM 5

This issue was put together by the London Intercom group. Participation in Intercom is automatic for material

conforming to the ten-point code printed below. Other material at the editorial group’s discretion.

1 Opposition to the class society which exists in every country in the world.

2 Commitment to the communist objective — abolition of nation states and the money/market/wages system, and its
replacement by the common ownership and democratic control of the world’s resources.

3  Rejection of ‘nationalisation’ as any kind of solution to working class problems.

4 Support and encouragement for independent working class struggle outside the control of the trade unions (including
shop-stewards and ‘rank-and-file’ movements, and all political parties.

5 Opposition to all capitalist and nationalist parties, including the Labour Party and other organisations of the capitalist
left. Opposition to all joint work with these organisations, including participation in front organisations such as the CND.

6 For the active participation of the whole working class in its own emancipation through social revolution which
overthrows all governments, bosses and leaders.

7 Rejection of all forms of nationalism — for the internationalisation of working class struggle.

8 Active opposition to racism and sexism.

9 Opposition to religion and all other ideological mystifications.

10 Support for principled co-operation among revolutionaries, and opposition to sectarianism.
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INTERCOM 6 Deadline and production have not yet been finalised. In the mean time, all correspondence and material for

the next Intercom should be sent to : Wildcat, c/o Autonomy Centre, 8-10 Gt. Ancoats St., Manchester 4

APRIL CONFERENCE 1984 The next Intercom conference will be held.at Keele and hosted by the Careless Talk group.

Dates are 27th.,28th and 29th April (Fri — Sun). Details and registration slips from : ‘Careless Talk’,
14 Elliot Street, Newcastle-Under-Lyme, North Staffs.

The ‘Intercom’ bulletin and meetings were the outcome of a conference in Manchester in September 1982,
which in turn followed the production of a pilot issue of a discussion bulletin called the ‘New Left Review’ by the
WILDCAT group in Manchester.

The bulletin is intended to promote an exchange of information on the activities of various groups and individ-
uals who together form a minority communist tendency distinct from what is generally called the ‘Left Wing’ and
who sometimes describe themselves as: anarchist-, libertarian-, council- and left- communists. It is hoped that
this information will provide the basis for regular discussion and debate amongst our political tendency, leading
to greater understanding of important issues and increased co-operation in practical work.
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GAYS AND THE LEFT

e NThe ultimate 'success af 2T Popms of orpression is our self-opsression, Self-
oporession is echieved when the fay person ngs adort.d enc internslised straicht wneonles!
definition of what is good and bad, ." |

| 50 began the section on self-oppression contained in the London Gay ILiberation Front
manifesto. For meny it summed up all that was new and important in gay liberation - the
realisation that inasmuch as we are agents of our own oppression, so we have the power
to overcome it. With this in mind the Gay Liberation Front and gay left were born. TIts
formation was an optimistic response to its pessimistic analysis of the position and |
importance of homosexuality on the extreme and revolutionary left. Until its formation,
i1t had been a feature of gay liberationists to support other causes as open homosexuals
in the hope of gaining support:-in return. The result of this policy of "I'1]l scratch
your back if you scratch mine" tended to leave gay backs obstinately itching. By the
mid-'70s the spirit and enthusiasm of gay pride had evapourated leaving behind the self-
oppressive assumption that our participation would only discredit a !'serious!'! cause.

With this in mind, it is clear that while optimistic in theory, the foundation of the
GLF was in itself a recognition of the defeat of the gay liberationist movement, and an
attempt to rally its more radical eliments to stem this tide and to realistically assess
what had gone wrong. This assessment led to a challanging conclusion and took the
following form:

The 'sexual revolution' of the late 60s had given rise to the belief that capital-
ist society could really be shocked into total acceptance of homosexual equality, but
the worsening economic ExIxkx crisis of the early 70s and its social repercussions had
proved this to be & false hope. PR e | | |

Those with the energy left to commit themselves saw soclal liberation as the road
to sexual (gay) liberation, and channeled their energies towards socialism and the rev- _
olutionary or 'hard! left and in particular the far left parties. ' This tQijrovéd B 1
futile exercise. The case of the International Socialists (S.w.P.) Cay Group between
1972-75 provides a good example as gay members were shunned Dy their 'comrades' in resp-
onse to the Central Committee's instructions end were themselves instructed to cease
work with the GLF on the grounds that they were placing their sexuality above the inter-
ests of the "...political orcanisation of which they are nominal members." J

The position of gays was unlike that of any other minority. The issues of black
and womens liberation wes being taken seriously and support for them interpreted as |
necessary to break down intra-class divisions, while homosexuality, if not being secen
a5 a bourgois deviation arlsing from the social idiosyncrasics of capitalism was a matter
of self-indulgent lifestylism that diverted from the revolutionary struggle. -In line
with this interpretetion was 2 hostility to gay participation«in'political action - far
from representing the opinion of an oppressed group, they discredited political action
by trivialising its importance i.e. using serious political issues as an opportunity
to flaunt their indulgent character.

The increasing importance of black and womens issues on the far left provided ano-
ther example of the contempt for gay liberation. There was no sudden realisation that
women and blacks were oppressed, they always had been. But once they began organising
for themselves they presented = challange to the recruitment plans of the parties. This
alternative focal point for militants had to be recupera%edwbyathe parties,; and thedrvi:
cynical adoption of black and womens: issues ‘was a caleulated attempt to destroy the ..i..:
challange and boost their own membership. Despite the growth of the gay movement = .
(parallel to and egajining inspiration from th: womens mOVemént)fﬁhé‘partiésttillldid”:U.J
not want-t0 “soil'théir hands with sexualist politiCSaqawhat-liberalfattiﬁudéS'offﬁplar—l.ﬁ
ence and sympathy for the sexually 'deviant' that did exist succeeded only in crushing =
the spirit of gay.SbCialists=an&”increésing,théir isolation. from eachothér and the i
revolutionary movement. e L ONE e TR L mialalirniia oAt S ORI

o The faith of gayﬁmiliiantéiin?Sééialism'Wdé‘ﬁndodbtedly'shaken. The success of
soclal revolution could in no way be seen as 2 guarantee ol gay liberatigm, if the. .: .
attitude,Oﬁ,straightw'compaqts'LW%@x&nything to'go-by, but since capitalism could never

offer an'‘altermative, socialism came to be: seen ldss as a salvation than a prerequisit
for liberation. Thus the GLF was to see itself as-a kind -of 'pressure group! to keep
homosexuality on the revolutioary agenca. It was also o provide the only real altern-
ative for revolutionary gays to the patronage and cynisism of the left milieu, Its
premise was defiant., The emergcnce of the gey movement independent of the 'socialist!
organisations (where many gay revolutionaries were as frightend of 'coming out'as they
might be at work) wes of great importance beccuse it wuold break down the guilt and fear
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that results from isolation and enable rays to confidently and firmly reject the sympa-
thy offered by 'comrades! and demand solldarity with the struggle against gay oppression.
%y the early 80s, in line with the general down turn in class confidence and
militancy, the last real remnance of the gay left effectively died. The GLF had played
an important role in making homosexuality an issue revolutionaries could not ignore,
but despite recent efforts to revitalise regional socizlist gay organisations, nothing
has arisen to take its place as the foecal polnt of gay revolutionary activism. Its loss
1s now being felt. /s the crisis of capitalism deepens so the revolutionary movement
concentrates more and more on the factories and workplaces. At a time when reaction
against gays is growing, they once again find themselves becoming 2 peripheral issue
~largely irrelevant to the struggle. Without the focus of the GLF, and the pay left
the movement has retreated through fear and isolation into its conservative introspec-
tive ghetto, | | Bl % o | * R _ |
I do not believe that the socizl revolution guarantees my liberation, or even makes
it that much more likely. There will of course. be an explosion of social attitudes
during its course, but this shake up need not nccessarlily include an understanding or
acceptance of gay liberation., I do howaver believe that socialism offers the only.
real hope for my liberation, but T do not beliewve I should suspend my strugele until
capitalism is -overthrown, 1o Al | . S
Traditionally, the anarchist/libertarian movements have been more responsive to
minority issues then the fur left has been, but now in line with the far left, the
current trend is to concentrate on the workplace and economic issues. There is- also
a tendency to see those who do not follow this trend as eng3ging in diversory or single
issue campaigns that are peripher=1l or irrelevant to the main struggle. Thus not only
arc geys once again being dropped by the revolutionary movement, but should eny autono
mous regrouping of gay revolutionaries take place, 1t is likely to be greeted with the
Same disdain and negativity that is currently rescrved for groups like the fnimal
Liberation Front. Have all the gains of the GLF been lost? Will gays &t some stage
in the future have to fight from scratch all over again for recognition independart of
comrezdely tolerente and sympathy? If you let it, yes! Geys on the left are no longer:
‘strong enough to keep reminding yvou that we exist.
; Howsver ruch the crisis worsens, the revolutionary movement muist not lose sight
of" the importance of sexual politics in the course of 1ts support of workers resistance
against capitalism. People do more then Just work in factories and go on strike!
-ome workers are gay too! If we sre ever to see a social revolution then .wc must as 2
movement be prepared to argue openly, to write about =snd to talk about issues such as
_homosexuality and gazy liberation. They are neither peripheral .or irrelevent,.and a
recognition of‘their validity is vital if we are goine to combat the prejudices that -
have so far successfully prevented the essential unity of the working class., TR

A.F. (Stoke)
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Wolverine - Gay voices of Hostility, -~ ' March: 1984
includes | | | |

Gays and the Labour Party, Social"Workers, Police, Gays & Working Class,
Generally a Come Out Fighting - Approach. | | YA
¢Up trom Box 17, Ci Metropolitan Wharf, Wapping Wall, London E1.

*********ﬂ%*******ﬂk**************ﬁ****
Towards A Gay Communism - Mario Meili. Pirate Productions

40p plus 17p éostage. Unpopular Books, C1 Metropolitan, Wharf, Wapping Wall
London E1. | e
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