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3 Why is Nottingham such a dangerous place? Given that most of the students'Wever | T ——— e —
take the trouble to actually see the city, few of them would be able to tell yqu. Itisan |- WL T e RRRERL % G4
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acknowledged fact that our city is a haven for drug dealers, but why? Soaring B R e e R A

unemployment ever since it was decided that Nottingham’s industries should be

shipped out to make way for a bright new age of culture, refinement and, of course, |
lots of students itching to spend Daddy’s money perhaps? Tragically, it is rather |
difficult for ordinary people to find work in the culture and social refinement i | i o= o S
industries. The city’s new priorities seem to be little more than buzzwords, not great | 4 ' | e B
things to base a society on. There is little doubt that the city centre and the universities [, ok

have thrived in recent years, but they have thrived at the visible expense of those who

don’t think of Nottingham as a giant nightclub in which to spend three years and o | - iy W
move on, but who consider it their home. Those who have the resources to do so have il . & i 24
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’ - fled to the suburbs, in fact we now have several bys routes which travel straight from ¥ | L R
A F"AT,’S TAD : ; the commuter districts to the city centre without stooping low enough to stop * ! g M, o

OCLADAR:T v -~~~ « anywhere in between. This has left us with a city centre encircled by desperately
| deprived areas where the young and old alike have few options. Nottingham’s i

teenagers get to watch their peers at the university living it up. without a care in the
world — guaranteed a first class seat on a shiny new train to a shiny new future.

Actually venture outside of E“inton and what do you find? Astoundingly, everybody
is not burgling, mugging and stabbing everyone else. Nobody is trudging endlessly

back and forth to lectures complaining about how hard they have it with all these
coursework deadlines. People are enjoy the kind of culture that didn’t get cloned and

shipped in from London on a wave of lottery funding, the kind of culture you get

when a lot of people live in the same place and try and do the best with their lives.
And yes you find drugs and violence in this strange new world, but that isn’t what the

city is about, it’s a symptom of the people in charge selling a whole city down the
Trent for the sake of a good review in some American guide book. So my message to

LS) a1l students is this, next time a couple of thugs nick your wallet in an ill-lit street after
- SUMAL ORG. Uk . o dark, consider for a moment that those two thugs are just taking back a tiny piece of
”}W 9 in what was taken from them. And if you’re honest, it didn’t make a great deal of
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