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‘The Health Shop ";BroadS ieet*-f* 7
Tel: 0115 947 6868

¥

Older Gay Group | .
Support and social group for men aged 5
Third Sunday of the month, 4 00 pm
Health shop, Broad Street

Tel: John 0115 947 6868 (daytrmes)

Married Men’s Group .
Support for men who are (or have been) mamedéi or in
relationships with women and are aIso -
attracted to men.

Tel: 0115 947 6868 or 0115 934 8485

Metropolitan Community Church

Because God loves Queers too.

Sundays 11.30

Queen’s Walk Community Centre, The Meadows
Tel: 01332 835 238 or 01332 872 143 |

The GAI Project

Gay and bisexual men’s health project

The Health Shop, Broad Street,

Nottingham, NG1 3AL

Tel: 0115 947 6868 |

Email: gaiproject@nottinghamcity-pct.nhs.uk

events diary

Thursday 27th November 2003 - CARRY ON UP THE TOGA (Theme Ni

WORLD AIDS DAY EVENTS

Sunday 30th November 2003 - SPECIAL VARIETY CABARET @ @DZ
Monday 1st December 2003 - RED & WILD @ Revolutlon

Monday 15th December 2003 - CARA “MADONNA TRIBUTE AND DISCl'

Thursday 18th December 2003 - CAMP AS CHRISTMAS (Theme Night) @
Friday 19th December 2003 - POPTASTIC @ NG1, £2 before 11pm £4 after
Sunday 21st December 2003 - ROCKY HORROR @ @DZ

Monday 22nd December 2003 ALL FEMALE NIGHT @ New Foresters gf;t, k t
Wednesday 24th December 2003 - “HOT & SAUCY” CHRISTMAS EVE PAR?

Sunday 28th December 2003 - NOTTINGHAM PRIDE FUNDRAISER @ NG’I £1f 0‘" door
Sunday 28th December 2003 - ROCKY HORROR @ @D2

Wednesday 31st December 2003 NYE @ NG1, late Iate Ilcense open t1II [a"



Editor

80’°s pop quiz

Name the artists who had hits In
the 1980’s with the following
song titles:

She Drives Me Crazy

Toy Soldiers

A View To A Kill

Manic Monday

Love Bites

Owner Of A Lonely Heart
We Didn't Start The Fire
Money For Nothing
Keep On Loving You
Alone

La Bamba

| Think We're Alone Now
Hip To Be Square

Got My Mind Set On You
West End Girls
Ghostbusters

Luka

Take My Breath Away
Fame

Hard To Say I'm Sorry
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Fab prizes to be won - as always,
SO get your answers in by send-
Ing them to:

805 Pop Quwiz, 'm Free,

¢/o The Outhouse Project
Suite:A, 40 George Street
Nottingham, NG1 3BG

COVER BOY: JOHN LIPPITT

letters

Dear I'm Free

Further to my letter in the sum-
mer edition, with reference to the
GAI Project working at The Palals,
following the attack outside the
club on one of our project work-
e1s.

Having had a meeting with Chris
Beasly, the manager of the
venue, the GAI Project is happy to
announce that we are back pro-
viding a stall at the Revolution
nights. It was agreed that both
parties would review their proce-
dures. As such the project work-
ers will now carry ID badges and
make themselves known to the
door staff. The door staff have
also been encouraged to be
more aware of what is going on
outside the club with reference to
people hanging around or peo-
ple in parked cars.

As always we do encourage peo-
ple going to or leaving venues to
be aware of their safety. If you do
have any problems do not hesi-
tate to call the police or report
incidences via the homophobic
incident line on 0800 0 85 85 22.

IMAGE COURTESY OF ‘MIDLAND ZONE’

If homophobic crime is not re-
ported nothing can be done
about It.

Jens Zimmermann
GAI Project Team Leader

Dear I'm Free

| am lan Wilson and | used to
work in the teaching profession
with Sue Hodgkinson in Derby.
Sue was a major activist at Green-
ham Common but Iin 1987
moved to Nottingham with her
partner.

Sue and | were true friends and |
would like to know her where-
abouts but | appreciate she might
not want to know ours. g

If anyone knows Sue then can
you pass on the message that her
pal -lan owes her a load of whisky
and can be contacted via the
Outhouse (0115 911 0545).

Please if you know Sue then say
lan and Jill (lan’'s wife) are keen to
get in touch ). If you know Sue
then please ask her to call us.

Thanks
lan Wilson

WORLD AIDS DAY

MIODONDAY 15T DECEMBE)

WAD - What's the point exactly?

The 1°* of December is World
AIDS Day and HIV/AIDS will once
again be highlighted in the gay
and straight media as something
for us to think about.

Earlier this month Mohammed
Dica, 38, from London was jailed
for 8 years for infecting 2 women
with HIV. It was stated in court
that Mr Dica was aware of his
HIV infection at the time of pass-
ing the virus on. The possession
of this knowledge was seen to
imply that Mr Dica maliciously
infected the women. The Judge
accepted the argument, hence
both the verdict and the severity
of the sentence. | am very dis-
turbed by this case and the ver-
dict.

People who are HIV+ should not
be seen as bearing the sole re-
sponsibility for protecting the (so
far) uninfected population, then
we would not have a situation
where 2 women can call for a
man to be imprisoned because of
a precaution he didn’t take, but
they could have. Mr Dica did
not behave well, | agree, but
should he be imprisoned because
of this? What if he did not know
he was HIV+ at the time of trans-
mission? Would that
things? Probably he wouldn’t
have been found guilty, but
those 2 women would still be
HIV+.

We should by now have created
a sexual culture in this country
where safer sex practices are the
expected norm, and where risk is
considered. It is shameful that
we have not yet reached that
point. | believe this has not been
achieved due to the Govern-
ment, Health Authorities and
schools pandering to the preju-
dices and sensibilities of those
who believe themselves to be
immune from risk.

change

The point is HIV/AIDS and other
sexually transmitted infections
are something that we should
think about every time we may
be putting ourselves at risk.

There is no doubt that in the
Western world, lack of knowl-
edge and information were cer-
tainly major factors in transmis-
sion when the disease started to
appear in the 1980’s; no one
knew how to protect themselves
then. A new wave of any sexu-
ally transmitted infection would
have to accept complacency and
inappropriate public health edu-
cation as major factors in its
ability to spread effectively now.

Safer sex has for too long been
seen as a message that solely
promotes the use of condoms. Of
course condoms are an impor-
tant part of safer sex practices,
but not the whole story, for men
or women. Lesbians, who only
have sex with other women, are
not particularly at risk of con-
tracting HIV, but need to con-
sider their sexual practices in
relation to sexually transmitted
infections. Safer sex is a mes-
sage that affects all of us who
are sexually active - it’s about
vigilance, awareness and taking
care of ourselves and others; it’s
about considering our full range
of sexual behaviours and assess-
ing the associated risks of each
of them individually.

World AIDS Day is extremely im-
portant - it’s a time to remem-
ber those who have died, those
who live with the virus, and
those whose governments let
them die by refusing access to
information, or treatments that
would prolong lives and reduce
rates of infection. It’s about
naming the drug companies who
make the drugs too expensive for
many countries to afford. It’s

about a history of racism, homo-
phobia and sexism in the report-
ing of HIV/AIDS. That’s what |
think World AIDS Day is about.

By all means wear a red ribbon
on 1°* December; but why not
make a resolution to practice
safer sex if you don’t already?

Ed

Make yourself useful

| know, youre probably very
useful already. But if you want
to really make sure you're going
to heaven, why not help out
with this year's World AIDS Day
street collection for the Nott's
Hardship Fund? The Fund is a
local charity that gives financial
support to people living with
HIV In Nottinghamshire, and
World AIDS Day is their biggest
fundraising opportunity.

The street collection happens
on Monday 1* December from
9.00am - 6.00pm.

If you can spare an hour to rat-
tle a tin, just turn up on the day
at the Hardship Fund stall out-
sicdle 5t Peter's Church [next 1o
Marks and Spencer).

For more information, or to
make a donation to the fund,
contact Armorel Young on 845
/135 or Jonn Lippitt on 947
5414.

WAD Weekend @ St Peters
Church 28th November - 1st
December. A Weekend of
awareness raising activities cul-
minating in the annual church
service to mark WAD

Contact Mpume on:
07984 466124




Over-stuffed

Supply has outstretched demand
in the free condom market! This
doesn’t mean that the gay men of
Nottingham are having less sex,
but that the lovely bunch of vol-
unteers who meet twice a month
to stuff condom packs for the GAI
Project have been so productive
lately that there’s a surplus.

Consequently the Saturday pack-
INng session has been suspended
for the time being, and the super
gorgeous packers will only meet
on the second Wednesday of the
month from 6.30pm at the Health
Shop. (Please note how nice I'm
being about them, because they
told me off for calling them “foul-
mouthed” in a previous issue).

If you'd like to join the fun, just
turn up on the night. PS. They're
great. All of them.

One for the ladies

We hear on the grapevine that
the New Forester's has been
granted a licence for entertain-
ment of an adult nature. Yes, we
do mean strippers. And yes, we
do mean female ones.

The action happens 24th No-
vember and includes disco and
free food. Sorry ladies it's a
members only ticketed event
and unfortunately it's nearly
sold out. So for those of us un-
lucky enough not grab tickets
for the first night, we’'ll have to
wait till 22nd December, but be
quick because apparently
they're going like hotcakes!

To become a member simply
pop into the bar for details.

Late night shopping

The Health Shop has started an
evening clinic for gay and bisex-
ual men, offering Hepatitis B vac-
cinations, HIV and Syphilis test-
ing, advice and support and a
wide range of free condoms and
lube. The clinic is hosted by the
GAI Project and runs on the sec-
ond and fourth Friday of each
month, from 5.30pm - 8.00pm.
Theyre hoping that men will use
the clinic on their way home from
work or on their way out to a
night on the town. You can just
drop in (The Health Shop is on
Broad Street, opposite the Revolu-
tion bar) or call 947 5414 to make
an appointment.

WAG -
Gorgeous

Women Are

Do you want to meet new friends
or extend your social life?

Are you new to Nottingham or
Just coming out?

WAG is a friendly social group for
lesbians which meets on the 2"
Friday of each month at the Not-
tingham Women’'s Centre, 30
Chaucer Street, Nottingham

The next get together will be on
12" December 2003 - Xmas
party with quiz. Bring drink and
nibbles

Dates for 2004 are:
9" January 2004
13" February 2004

For more information 7el ;
Nottingham Lesbian, Gay & B/
Switchboard on 0115 934 8485

Newark Gay Men’s
group

At the moment, this meets on the
2"? Wednesday of the month in a
local pub. The main aim is to pro-
vide a social and support network
for other gay/bi guys in the New-
ark area. Contact Mike on 01636
612200 or email :
michaelcricksmith@hotmail.com

We get letters

We even get letters from the
Ukraine. Nottingham Switch-
board recently received a letter
from a guy who wrote about the
problems of being gay and "out”
In the Ukraine. If anyone is inter-
ested in writing to him, he ended
his letter with this brief "ad”;

Good looking 27-year-old Russian
boy, university education, looking
for serious man for long term rela-
tionship or for good meetings.
Fedor Belokon, PO Box 122, Kiev-
58, 03058, Ukraine.

(As far as we know Easyjet does-
Nt fly there so beware, it could
get costly)

Co-parenting

Are you involved in a relationship
with a partner who has children?
Is this brilliant, difficult, both or
something else? Fancy talking
with others on the same situa-
tion? If so there's a new group
being contemplated, if you would
be interested then contact:

im Free py calling 0115
92110545 or e-mailing us at:

imfree_editor@hotmail.com

Alcohol Free Zone

Fancy getting involved in a social
group which is alcohol free? It's
pbecoming clear from pursuing
the i Count’ returns that a num-
ber of people responding are un-
happy about the alcohol focus of
Nottingham’'s gay scene. The
group could undertake a number
of social activities.

You don't need to have a prob-
lem with alcohol—just a weari-
ness of pubs and clubs. Please
contact I'm Free’” by calling 0115
92110545 or e-mailing us at:
imfree_editor@hotmail.com

Notes and Queeries

Everything you've ever wanted to
know about LGB history, culture,
politics and more!

Joyce Grenfell's biography men-
tions film actor Maurice Flynn,
described as ‘every gay man's
dream”. While filming, he left to
go to the lavatory and was only
found 8 days later painted blue
from head to foot and playing the
ukulele.
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Dr. Eddie Persson (from Stock-
holm Gay Opera Lovers) has writ-
ten a book on "deaths in opera’
full of fascinating statistics. 45% of
sopranos die In operas, but only
17% of basses. Sopranos and ten-
ors are both 5 times more likely to
die by being stabbed than mezzo
sopranos, but tenors are nearly 4
times more likely than sopranos
to be killed by explosions. Unfor-
tunately, this essential tome is
only available in Swedish.

On a 1975 Radio Trent phone-in,
the Rev. Michael Hall emphasised
that there were frar more
‘Invisible® gay men than ‘visible".
Letting his descriptive powers
blossom, he said that "Those you
can see are merely the fringe of
the iceberg".

The dictionary of Gay Slang de-
fines Australian Sex as sex which
involves licking all parts of the
body in a set order. New Zealand
Sex is the same without the rim-
ming.

The Iove that dares
Nott's speak its name

“Archives Awareness Month” was
celebrated by Nott's Archives
through an exhibition entitled
“Forbidden Love”. It explored
Nottinghamshire’s history In
terms of records of interracial
marriages in the 18" Century,
moral offences in church courts
and gay relationships. For those
overwhelmed with curiosity to
see this ... you are too late. It
closed on October 10™.

Not so grim up North

Efforts are being made to start
LGB Youth Groups in various
parts of North Notts. Groups in
Ashfield and Worksop have al-
ready started. Frameworks for
groups have been set up in Mans-
field and Newark and it is hoped
that they will start functioning
soon. Contact details are: -
Worksop: tel 019209 479191
or info@centreplace.org.uk also
www.centreplace.org.uk
Ashiield: Phone or text 07990
585647/2 Monday - Friday or
phone. the office on 01623
7127476

Mansfield: tel 01623 652031 or
northnottsoutreachproject
@hotmail.com

Newark: The organisers are
based at the Unique Coffee Bar, a
youth cafe for people 14-25. If
you want to speak to someone
there, ask for Matt on 01636
gl 5.2 6 or e-matil
matt@uniquecoffeebar.com

End of the line

Nottingham Lesbian Line has
been struggling to staff its service
for a long time. In recent months
they have just provided an an-
swer phone message and in the
last few weeks their number has
become ‘unavailable’. Whether
the service is revived in the future
remains to be seen, but at the
moment it needs to be stressed
that most of the information car-
ried by Lesbian Line is also avail-
able from Nottingham Lesbian
and Gay Switchboard. Women
who wish to publicize new events
or groups are encouraged to
leave details with Switchboard,;
similarly, women who have
helped, or considered helping, on
Lesbian Line are welcome to vol-
unteer for Switchboard. Switch-
board’s training programme be-
gins very soon; phone, write or e-
mail for details.

The Women's Cafée

The Ilong running ‘Women'’s
Café’, moved to George’s Wine
Bar in September and is proving a
great success with over 40
women attending the relaunch.

For those that haven't been
before it's a Women only, easy
going space, providing a chance
to catch up with friends and
make new ones. Don’t be afraid
o  come Dy yaourself,  just
introduce yourself at the bar and
we’ll adopt you.

The café is held on the second
Tuesday of every month from
/pm to 10.30pm. Georgina, our
host, will provide hot and cold
food and non alcoholic and
alcoholic drinks. It's a reasonably
accessible ground floor venue,
right opposite to Broadway
Cinema. v

George’s Wine Bar, Broad Street,
Hockley

Future dates are
9™ December 2003
13" January 2003
10" February 2003

For more information Tel Lesbian
& Gay Switchboard on 0115 934

Lost? Get a Guidel

If you need a little help navigat-
Ing the crazy world that is queer
Nottingham (and who doesn't),
look out for the new GAI Guide
to all things LGBT in the city (and
beyond). It's half the size of the
last one, but has got even more
In it. Wow...it's like the Tardis. Not
only that, it's got a funky new
cover with pictures and every-
thing, and it fits in an average-
sized pocket. You could say it's
pocket-size. Copies are available
from the Health Shop and scene
venues. If you don’t know where
the venues are, there’s a handy
map in the GAI Guide.




