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GAY CONNECTIONS
CONFERENCE

Ben Summerskill, from Stonewall
will be the principal speaker at a
conference organised by the
North Notts group Gay Connec-
tions. It will be held on Thursday
4th March 2004 at South Forest
Conference Centre, Robin Hood
Crossroads, Clipstone Road, Ed-
winstowe, Nottinghamshire,
NG21 9JA from 9.00am-1.30pm.
This conference will focus on les-
bian, gay and bisexual issues
within the educational sector.
Thishalf-day conference is for

. _..\'..~

anyeiie involved with the educa-
tional sector covering schools,
colleges and community educa-
tion in North Nottinghamshire.

" For further details, please contact
Shirley Macreadie

1‘-
IConference Organiser

Tel: 0799 069 2873
" Email:

. walkingmiracll 5@hotmail.com
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HANGES IN THE
LAW

In the past few months not only
have we said farewell to Section
28, but also welcomed the law
making discrimination in employ-
ment on the grounds of sexuality
illegal. Unfortunately, there is - at
the moment - an exception for
employers in religious/faith based
organisations. Many people in
schools wrongly imagined that
Section 28 prevented them from
dealing with homophobic bullying;
it didn’t. The development of ap-
propriate responses was and re-
mains in the hands of the Head
Teacher and the Board of Gover-
nors. Will the repeal of Section 28
galvanise Boards of Governors
into activity? Nottingham City
LGBT Consultation Group is look-
ing at how the council can pro-
mote good practice in terms of
counteracting homophobic bully-
ing in schools and has suggested
that Boards of Governors receive
suitable training — training which
is compulsory in the area of ra-
cially motivated bullying.

Promised for the relatively near
future are revisions to several
laws which affect gay sex:
“Gross indecency”, sex in “public”
places and “soliciting in a public
place for immoral purposes”. The
government has also done a 180°
turn on homophobic hate crime
and, after long denying that it was
a significant issue, have now
promised to make it officially a
crime.
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CRIME TIME

ln 2003 Notts Police carried out a
survey in the LGBT community to
find out people’s worries about
crime, their experience of homo-
phobia and their satisfaction with
the police. (Speaking personally,
tighter trousers would improve my
satisfaction with the police, but
that’s another matter...) Here’s a
few of the results:
22% of respondents said they felt
unsafe going to or from gay ven-
ues in Nottingham
67% felt unsafe displaying affec-
tion in a public place (we think
this means a peck on the cheek
rather than cottaging)
74% of those who had been the
victim of a homophobic incident
had not reported it to the police
54% said they’d like to use a
dedicated homophobic incident
line to report to the police, but
68% said they didn’t know such a
line already exists.
Well, it does. The number is 0800
085 8522; and it’s staffed by offi-
cers trained to deal with homo-
phobic incidents. If they’re not .
there when you call, leave a mes-
sage and they'll get back to you.
They will only speak to you di-
rectly, and won’t “out” you to
friends or family. This is not an
emergency line — if you are in
danger, call 999. I
Homophobic incidents can also
be reported anonymously to the
police via third parties such as
the GAi Project, Switchboard, the
Outhouse, or by filling in a self-
reporting form, available form the
Health Shop or gay venues.
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NEW(ish) GROUPS

SWIFT is a group for Single
Women Interested in Food 'n'
Talk. It meets roughly once a
month at variousvenues includ-
ing George's. Phone
Switchboard for further details.

Trans-Action is a self-help social
group for transvestites, trans-
sexuals and all others who iden-
tify themselves as transgendered.
They hold monthly meetings in
Nottingham and also social activi-

THANK YOU

ties outside of the group meet-
inge They ere ebie ie eeii en eev- group for organising a fund raising auction for Pride 2004. The event
eral professional consultants to
provide advice ei the meetings en mix of lots (unwanted Christmas presents?) appeared as if by magic
such things as: corrective make-

The Nottingham Pride Committee would like to thank the Breakout

took place at the Lord Roberts pub on 13*“ January and an eclectic

shortly after 6.30pm. Michael Yeomans was our brilliant auctioneer
" " (and banged away happily all night; for charity of coursel). £110.00up techniques; transgender is-

sues within the family; hair re-
moval using electrolysis; asser-
tiveness counselling; Police
LGBT liaison advice relating to
transphobic crime. The group
can be contacted through organ-
iser Charlotte Belle or via the
group’s e-mail or, for further de-
tails, phone Switchboard.

charlotte_bellets@hotmail.com
NorthNottsTransAction@groups.
msn.com

And a not-so-new group which is
nevertheless new to us:

Rainbow Hood is a Nottingham
group for lesbian and gay deaf
people. They welcome anyone
who is deaf/hard of hearing who
can sign BSL level 1 and above.
They started about 2 years ago
and meet every 2 months for
drinks on a Friday. For details,
write or e-mail Switchboard.

LESBIAN & GAY
PAFIENTING

A student at Nottingham Trent
University is researching lesbian
and gay parenting. If you would
like to help with this research
please contact Christina on:
EB’l 205OU@ntu.ac.uk and she
will e-mail you back with a few
questions for which she needs
answers

was raised. We still can t understand why everyone IS so rude about
you Breakout lot —- we think you’re great!

Also the Nottingham Pride Committee would like to thank Russ and
tJohn at NG1 for staging a fund raising evening on 28 h December — a

great time was had by all and £178.00 was raised. Thanks to every-
one who took part in these events. More events are being planned —
so keep your eyes on the Outhouse web site, the Pride web site
(which will be up and running soon), and the Venues for details.

If you would like to get involved in any aspect of Pride - we'd love to
see you and will make you very, very welcome. We can be con-
tacted through the following e-mail address:
nottinghampride@hotmai|.com

WEBS OF INTRIGUE
Switchboard has a new website — wvvvv.nottslgs.org.uk for those who
are interested. Starting a new website means that huge numbers of
organisations have to be contacted to tell them that the listing they
have for Switchboard is now out-of-date. Finding the relevant organi-
sations through a web search on Google brought home the extent to
which ancient websites acquire a life of their own and float about on
the internet uncorrected.

A visitor, gathering from the internet a list of LGB things to investigate
in Nottingham, might jot down The Mill, Jacey’s, Cellos, The Malt
Cross, De Luxe (which has a paragraph about how it will raise money
for local gay good causes - perhaps they meant the Manager’s be-
nevolent fund?), Lesbian Line, advance information about Pink Lace
1997 and other cyber-ghosts. Some of these sites were clearly set up
in a spasm of activity by people whose enthusiasm rapidly faded, but
some are amenable to change if you contact them — so if you come
across sites with inaccurate information, why not tell them about it.

An LGB website has been set up via the North Notts LGB Develop-
ment group. lt’s at vvwvv.nottslgb.org.uk - only one letter different to
Switchboard’s site. lt’s got quite a lot of information for young people
as well as links to organisations such as Stonewall.



The Outhouse — The Future
Ask anyone in our LGBT Com-
munity what the Outhouse is,
and you will get a fairly mixed
response. Some people think it
does really good work, some
people have never heard of it,
some think its been a failure,
and there are those who think
the original goal of opening a
Community Centre could have
been achieved by now, but is
still worth working for.

Time to set out exactly what
the Outhouse was, and what it
is now. The Outhouse Project
was set up over 15 years ago
with the aim of opening a
Community Centre to promote
the well being of the Lesbian,
Gay and Bisexual Communi-
ties in the Nottingham Area.

The Management Committee
acquired a building on Lennox
Street in Hockley. The Com-
munity Fund also gave us
some money for a project
worker to try and raise the
funds required to renovate and
refurbish the building. After 5
years of trying to raise those
funds we had not been suc-
cessful and in May last year
we called a Special General
Meeting to discuss the future
direction of the Outhouse. At
this meeting it was agreed that
we would sell the building and
give the Community Fund their
money back and use the re-
maining money to attempt the
lessambitious goal of opening
a Community Cafe. It was also
acknowledged that in 15 years
things have changed and a
Community Centre is not such
a popular idea anymore.

In December we sold the
building and now have a sum
of money with which to open a
Community Café. t

Anyone who would like to
help us- achieve this goal
would be extremely wel-
come and can contact us on
9110545 or info@outhouse.
org.uk.

Almost 2 years ago the Out-
house received a grant from
the Home Office to employ a
volunteer co-ordinator. Since
the appointment of Biddy
McMeel, the Outhouse has
successfully re-started Notting-
ham Pride with a team of vol-
unteers and also developed
‘I’m Free’ by merging QB and
the Outhouse newsletter,
again this is largely done by
volunteers (god bless ‘em).

The Home Office also asked
the volunteer co-ordinator to
find out what services the
Community already has, and
those it doesn’t have - but
wants. The ‘i cOUnT ‘ ques-
tionnaire was developed to do
this and the results are due
next week, so more of this in
the next edition.

Well, there you go a history
and an update of the Out-
house. Hope this makes things
clearer.

If you’re not already a member
of the Outhouse and would like
to be, it will cost you £1. For
this tiny sum, you will get ‘l’m
Free’ sent to your home and
also the chance to decide what
the Outhouse does in the fu-
ture — now that’s what we call
value for money!

If you are interested in becom-
ing a member, please contact
us using the details given ear-
Iier in this article.

Membership
Update

The Outhouse is currently up-
dating it’s membership list, so
we have written to everyone to
see if we have their correct
contact details.

If you have received a letter
and not yet replied - then
please do so as soon as possi-
ble, otherwise you will be re-
moved from the Outhouse
mailing list.

If you are currently a member
and have not received a letter,
it probably means that you’ve
moved house since joining. If
this is the case, the please
contact the Outhouse to let us
know your new address.

Thanks
Ted Marshall
Outhouse Chair

Not Shy —
but Retiring!

At the end of October, the
lovely Mark Simons left the
Outhouse Project for a well-
earned retirement. Mark has
been involved with the Out-
house since the beginning and
has worked tirelessly as a vol-
unteer and a paid worker. We
miss him dreadfully — all the
plants have died (I) and the of-
fice is seriously missing his or-
ganised touch — but mostly we
just miss him. Thanks Mark —
don’t be a stranger.

if
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NOTES AND QUEERIES
Dr. La Forest Potter has listed several characteristics of the typical gay
man. They include: large nipples, an acne-free skin and a lack of perse-
verance. Did he just forget to include having a name like "La Forest"?

A 425-million-year-old fossilised penis has been discovered by scien-
tists. This part of the ostrocod Colymbosathon ecplecticos ("astounding
swimmer with a large penis") has been found presen/ed in volcanic ash
at a site in Herefordshire. On "Two Fat Ladies" Clarissa Dickson-Wright
memorably remarked that "There's a lot to be said for an old cock", but
this is ridiculous.

Dieter Schellenberger, resident of Dusseldorf, lives in "The Pink House"
The outside and inside walls are pink, the windows have "rose-tinted"
glass. Carpets, curtains, furniture, bathroom suite, light bulbs, toilet
rolls you name it all are pink. Herr Schellenberger is not gay.

ls the sexuality of a town defined in any way by its name? Perhaps it is
if you live in Gay Head (Massachusetts), Gays (llinois), Fort Gay
(Wyoming) and then there's Dildo (Newfoundland).

Nottingham Playhouse Competition
A pair of tickets for Double Indemnity on Saturday 13th March
could be yours if you can answer the following question:

Name the female lead in Raymond ChandIer’s 1944 film adaptation
of ‘Double Indemnity’

Answers must be received by Tuesday 9th March 2004 at the l’m
Free Office.

DOUBLE lNDEMNlTY—Friday 12 March - Saturday 3 April
Noir classic full of seduction, corruption and murder. Bewitched by
the feminine charms of Phyllis Nirdlinger, Walter Huff finds himself
embroiled in a murder plot that could reap dividends. However, a
wily insurance investigator begins suspect that everything is not as
it seems.

,,,,,l THEATRE ROYAL COMPETITION
TABOO RUNS MON 16TH - SAT 21ST FEB

February performance. All you have to do is answer the
. following question.

In What year did ‘Do you really want to hurt me?’ reach
. number 1 in the UK charts?

i We have 2 tickets to give away for the Thursday 19th

'

g All answers need to be received by midnight Monday 16th
e is February and can be e-mailed to: 1

imfree_edit0r@hotmail.com

Please provide a contact number, the winner will be
notified on Tuesday 17th Feb.

Get your pricks
after dark

The GAI Project runs an eve-
ning clinic for gay and bisex-
ual men on the second and  
fourth Friday of the month,
5.30 — 8.30pm, offering:

o Hepatitis B Vaccinations
o HIV Testing
o Syphilis Testing
- Free Condoms and Lube
o Information and Advice

At the Health Shop, Broad
Street (near the Lord Roberts,
next to the Broadway Cinema)

Appointments not necessary -
just drop in, or call 947 5414
for more info.

The clinic is staffed
by gay men

Bugs on the up
More great news on the sexual
health front. . .we hear there has
been a “significant increase” in
Syphilis amongst gay men in Not-
tingham. Syphilis had all but dis-
appeared until recently but seems
to be making a comeback
(honestly, gay men are so fickle).
If left untreated it can damage the
heart, brain, eyes, nervous sys-
tem, blah blah blah, so it’s pretty
bad news, OK? Most people with
Syphilis will get sores or a rash
(not a good look), but these could
be internal so will go unnoticed.
lt’s also possible to get it and
have no symptoms, but still be
able to pass it on to others. Most
of the recent cases have been
transmitted by oral sex, so even if
you think you’re being safe by us-
ing condoms for anal sex you
might still be at risk. Syphilis can
be detected by a blood test and
treated with antibiotics; if you
think you may have been at risk
you can get tested at the Health
Shop (947 5414) or GU Medicine
at City Hospital (962 7744).



OPERA QUIZ
l. Who wrote Carmen?

(A) Gioacchino Rossini
(B) Giuseppe Verdi
(C) Georges Bizet

2. In Puccini's La Boheme, what
rhapsodic aria did Rodolfo sing to
Mimi?

(A) Nessun Dorma
(B) Che gelida manina
(C) Recondita armonia

3. What do Andrea Cheniér, Hoff-
man and Rodolfo have in com-
mon?

(A) They're all poets
-( B) They're all characters in a

Puccini Opera
(C) They're all in love with

Turandot

4. In Mascagni's Cavalleria Rusti-
cana, who did Turiddu get preg-
nant?

(A) Santuzza, but he really
loved Lola

(B) Lola, but he really loved
Santuzza

(C) Both Lola and Santuzza. He
couldn't make up his mind

5. In Puccini's Tosca, what does
the character Tosca do for a liv-
ing?

(A) Seamstress
(B) Singer-Prima Donna
(C) Princess

6. In Donizetti's Lucia di Lammer-
moor, who was the object of Lu-
cia di Lammermoor's affection?

(A) Edgardo
(B) Chevalier des Grieux
(C) Calaf

7. In Verdi's Ballo in Maschera, Re-
nato was not too keen on Ric-
cardo because...?

(A) Riccardo was having an af-
fair with his wife

(B) Riccardo had atrocious ta-
ble manners

(C) Riccardo had burned down
his house

8. \X/hat was the first name of the
Duke of Mantua in Verdi's Rigo-
Ieuo?

(A) Rinaldo
(B) Roberto
(C) He didn't have one. The

censors wouldn't let Verdi
give him a name.

9. In Massenet's Werther, the
hero was in love with....?

(A) Sophie
(B) Charlotte
(C) himself (all tenors are)

I0. In the final scene of Bizet's
Carmen, what did Carmen throw
to the floor and thereby drive
Don Jose even crazier than he
was before?

(A) her cigar
(B)hernng
(C) her blouse

Fabulous prizes to be won - as
always, so get your answers in by
sending them to:
Opera Quiz, I'm Free,
c/o The Outhouse Project
Suite A, 40 George Street
Nottingham, NGI 3BG
or email:
imfree__editor@hotmail.com

Are you a gay man?
Are you homeless or threatened with homeless‘?

[lo you need supported housing?

If the answer to all these questions is yes then
Framework [Iommunity Houses Project has a space in their Bay Man's house.

If you're interested or want more information call our office on [lll5 5755535

if

Back To
Skool

(sp. see me)
You know how it was. You had a
crush on your P.E. teacherl best
mate / a dinner lady / that big kid
in the 6"‘ form (delete as appro-
priate) but you couldn't tell them.
The nearest you got to physical
contact with another person was
in a vicious team game involving
lots of mud and unflattering
sports wear. Sex education was
about making babies and catch-
ing something nasty they called
"V.D." You moped around listen-
ing to Joy Division / Nirvana / The
Smiths (delete as appropriate)
and assumed you'd never, ever
have sex.

So enough about my school-
days - what were yours like? If
they were anything like the
above, here's your chance to re-
dress the balance. The GAi Pro-
ject is putting on a School Disco
at the Central on Valentine's Day
(Feb 14"‘ for the unromantic). Do
all the stuff you couldn't do at
school. Hold hands in public!
Snog behind the bike sheds!
Drink alcohol, legally! Tell some-
one you love them! Have your
school photo taken without the
acne and dodgy haircut! (OK, we
might have to work on that one).

GAi Project staff will be dishing
out condoms, sweeties, relation-
ship advice and 6 of the best to
the naughty children. There'II be
fun and games, trashy
70s/80s/90s music and prizes for
the best school wear, be it uni-
form, P.E. kit, teachers, what-
ever. Assembly is at 9.00pm, but
it's one of those free and easy
schools so just turn up anytime
after that. If it's anything like my
school discos, all the girls will be
stood on one side and all the
boys on the other...but maybe
this time we want it that way.

llllll'lll- ilillllil
Runes read and furniture ruined with s
Miss Scratchy McScratchycat
professional sooth (and mouse) slayer

Aries Taurus
What ever you do, don't wear those Everyone’s heard the story of the bull
dreadful shoes you bought last week. in the china shop but how many have
They don’t go with anything you've heard of the one about the six-inch
got. Luck recalls mutton and lamb. pianist? Luck is elusive.

Gemini Cancer
“I just called to say I love you", no I Every cloud has a silver lining, what
didn't! Stop calling my house and foI- a load of rubbish! Don't expect your
lowing me to work, how many injunc- lottery numbers to come up, it's
tions do I need to get? Luck strikes never gonna happen. The itching in
the ex who doesn't know when to let your pants isn't an indication of new
go with a baseball bat. horizons and opportunities. Luck

sees a trip to the GUM clinic.

Leo Virgo  
The lion was a fantastical mythical
creature with untold powers and an
uncanny ability to win at backgam- supper and the only thing salad ever

Diets are the cause of all your prob-
lems. Time is no stranger to a fish

mon, so why it's associated with your gave anyone is diarrhoea, so eat
sign is beyond me. You'd do well to
learn something from Omar Shariff.
Luck wears a wedding ring.

Libra
As the geologist said to the barmaid, You certainly do have a sting in your

something decent you skinny wretch
Luck is a woman wearing purple.

Scorpio
‘don't be fooled by the rocks that I've tail this week, which is not always a
got’. Even the most unbalanced Libra bad thing. However, genital warts are
can agree that gold weighs more
than poo painted yellow. Luck is a
brick with your name on.

Sagittarius
Tact comes in many guises, unfortu-
nately none of which are yours.
Which ever way you fire your arrows
they're all going to miss the point.
Knowledge is everything; and who-
ever said that obviously hasn't seen
Trisha. Luck says ‘gone fishing’!

Aquarius
Don't put every bad taste in your
mouth down to the gone off sherry
you found under the sink (even

bad. Dave is not only below you but
that growth on his back should have
put you off long ago. Luck tells the
time using a carriage clock.

Capricorn
What's the difference between beg-
ging and conning a pensioner out of
all their life savings in an insurance
scam? Apparently five to ten. Don't
worry you're bound to get off on a
technicality anyway, I did. Luck calls
you a bitch and steals your fags.

Pisces
There are only so many times a
salmon should jump at a weir before
it gets bored and catches a bus, but

though more often than not, that’s all seeing as how it’s just a stupid fish
it is.). Luck carries a stolen TV past
the cop shop.

what do you expect? Lucksays
don't kill yourself to get laid!


