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 INTERNATIONA L COMMUNITY CENTRE, 61B MANSFIELD RD:

CAMPAIGN AGAINST A CRIMINAL TRESPASS LAW

The Nottlngham groups of CACTL and NCCL w1ll be holdlng ai:
. ¥ S PUBLIC MEBRTING o= % 5 o » .
TUESDAY l’7thFEBRU ARY, -at '7 30 1atts

to discuss the proposed Crlmlnal Trcsovass Law.

Why a Criminal Trespass Law must be stopped

The Criminal Trespass proposals will create a new class of criminals -
people who take direct action, however peaceful, in support of their interests.

 They will do this by making it a erime for anybody to be on oreperty when
_tthe owner deesn't want then there.~ | |

‘ﬁQHUndreds and thousands of workers have already been made redundant- Fag--.

tories all over the country have been closedy- and the situation is getting -
worse., As more and moreg lay-offs . Have been threatened thousands. of 3
workers have proved: that the only: effective way: to save jobs 1is to OCCUPY.

- The Crlmx%al“Tresnass’Law propesals threaten workers whe eecupy w1th
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STOP C['I~ CRI’\‘[IT\?AL ‘fmsmss LAW' ,

ffuattlng makes hemelessnessia crlme - Vagrancy i's already &
criminal’ effenee. i The’ 1974 Liocal Gevernment Aet madé the housang of: heme-
less; famllles a8 dlscr@tionary power of local: autherltles - it used to beian .
obl l,g@ﬁ -
gle people and childless counles. The numbers of honeless are golng'up

Outlaw1hg :‘

- a1l the time - in 1969, 22,454 families applied for local coun01l temporary
" accomnmodation for the homeless; InAY73, 33,225 famlllesuaeplled “On: tep

of that there are an estlnated 30,000 oeople squattlng; aany of them
famil ies.
The nunmber of empty houses is increasing too = .in 1961 - 314,141 in England

. .".'.'. G

- and Wales; in 1971 - 675,000+ - And the euts in eubllc spendlng on' housing
. are going to anake the 31tuatlen much worse. - "]

Outlawing squatting won't make thée homeless ge away =-1it will nake: a for--;
tune for the owners of bed and breakfast cmpires (at. the. ratemayers' ; ¢
expense). And 1t w1ll out. hoaeless eeoele in Jall for belng heﬁeless. i

SQUATTING IS NOT T ﬂ»PROBLEM' TP* PRO JaM IS TPm HOUSING CQISIS

; d:Backgreund - The Current Attaeks on Dlrect Action : o R
 CACTL and NCCL see these provosals as an attack on direct actlon, by beth

censolldatlng and expanding legal restraints. They out into neaty easy,,l g

. legislative form crimes that have been recently created by judges!' rulings a.dff
. and by raking up old laws. Conspiracy to trespass. charges too have been
increasingly used against demonstrators who have eeacefully occupied”

public buildings; These prepesals come at a time of falling living standards,
large scale redundancies and massive cubs in social expenditure. They
strengthen the legal machinery to back up attacks being made against those
peonle who are prepared to fight for their interests by direct action. And
they . give the full and active backing of the law and police to vroperty
owners who leave houses emoty while tens of thousands are homeless.

How_to support CACTL
(1) Raise the matter in your union or other group.

~_(2) Lobby your local M.P. and Constituency Party. .. - Tt T
“(3) Support CACTL's national deronstration in London on Februany 28th.

- (4) Support your local CACTL and NCCL grouvs. - - Far Y R Sogbi s S
& '(5) SUPPORT THE PUBLIC MECTING ON FEBRUARY 17th.
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GAY ﬂOLN“Rb CONFERbNCE will be on 14th & 15th February 1976 at

Ligeds *r'ytechnﬂc Students - Unlon, Calverley St. There will be work-
Sians, eakers and k- v1deo. ‘A d1Sco and the General Will Theatre .
Co. Qec ‘ption is at the Wellesley Hotel on Frlday from :7.304 Roga X
istrdticn fee is £1 (SOp wageless) ~ sisin e el el

C“*ﬂfin.’o 1alwfzoend1ture' s e Unemployment s Vi g
Woren, Lotbiang and Work 3;. Working Women 5 Charter .and uWPG g
N gnrQ?tde Lulons £ Gay workers~and the Gay Scene
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SFEAREE SO Workﬂng Wonen s Charter- T | B R et

Cu-énnday Drscuc81ons on Gay Centres --Work' the Gay Scené":”
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Tor o3 ©° informition of the GAY.WORKERS NEWSLETTER, GAY woRKERs;a
CANS4 165 50 28 Lomi CONFERENCE EITHER phione Nottm 76410 or 75985 or
wrrte io uwPC :c,o People's Centre, 35 Mansfleld Rd., Nottlngham.
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’TLL&‘“@D- nt of an arth{e ELACR FLHG (organ of the Anarchlst Black
Cuwnx) in.mot a statement of 'If you don't hit.it...it won't fali’
p0¢ c/o,aomeone asked for it to be included in this issue ang after:
d,a¢m<u “sion we thought "Why not?". If anyone wants to do somethlng
slu ‘rar then come along and discuss it at the meeting.,
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IEE PUCAS DE”“RIINED to: push the "closed shop" pr1n01ple through.,
-1t kas even got to the point of threatening "industrial disturbances"
if the Lords manage to block that part of the trade union bild ,: ané
_when the TUC gets to that point, principles (or something) really are
inveived, chough one need hardly say that rarely does the TUC stick
to, thadipointy it has a fac111ty for aveiding confrontatlon when it

COmes to tne. crunch :

The orlnt“nle of the closed shOp is ore that 18 essentlal to British
Trade Tn-*nlsm, not because of its strength but because of its weak-
ness, 1t can fight on the political field to get the closed shop, - and
doer 1ot bazard anything industrially. Then when it ‘has a closed. shOp
in which lenbers are legally bound to join the union er get out of the
induetrys does not nave ko, " Jjustify itself by, workstrabiallu;w

.........

ittﬁtnt,uff“‘tﬂf LLGH -
' 'The member 1s hotnd to be in. theﬁqnton because the.law saysshe: hasuton: rmm
be o, ‘where {t g g closed“shOp by ‘agreement and not law because

Lhis employee tells him he has to be., He cannot be crltlcal of the
7(8r‘TSu1f, he cannot wildcat or take much unofficial action because

in such a case he faces expulsion from the union which also means not
only the sack from his Job, but the loss of his skill. Perhaps it means
the louss of a chance to earn hlS ‘living by working altogether,
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Nutdrdtlv this gives greater power to the union and sometimes that -
‘power 18 on behalf of the worker. But the worker is totally subgect
to the T bioss . | _

4t 18 a fTorm of state soc1a11sm and ine vltably consequence of the
grovti of state socialisr among . the trade unions. The conservatlve

criticism is not frankly material selfish interest, :but:-the hypocrit-
ical acne of 1nd1v1dual freedom, in which- they do not believe but which
18 a good stick with which to beat the state socialist, Faced however
with a soc1a11sm that does believe in individual freedom; they cry
'criminal®! - for they dearly want to curb, the unofficial strikers and
.WlldCdbterS by 1aw W1th no. 'nonsense' about 1nd1V1dual ireedom,»:"“




IF YOU DON'T HIT ITi..IT WON'T
FALL  bage

The closed shop is somethlng that has grown out of the weakness of
British socialism which uses its political arm to great effect byt
which has the ultimate effect of delivering the labour movement over
into the hands of social democracy. In many countries not only is
there no closed shop, but there are four or five rival trade unions
fighting it out. In thosé countries the union has to earn its member=
ship. People join not because they have to, but because its worth their
while; and where an anarcho-syndicalist union existed in pre-Franco
Spain, they belonged, despite and during the intervals of dictatorship
when the paXxkizaXx socialist trade union took advantage of its politic=-
al representation to strengthen itself. And they did so because there
was greater value in the one than the other. It took genocide to stop
them, -

Perhaps it is too late in the day to expedt thet British workers will
break away from the state socialist conditioning in which the closed
shop is regarded as a triumph for labour bargaining? |

Yet do they 80 regard it? It is more regarded as a fact of 11fe, Somew
thing inevitable as the wind or rain or the economic depression, all
apparently regarded as acts of God. The demand comes from a limited
circle, and the fact that the majority couldn't care less is precisely
one of the reasons that the political minority want it; without the
safefuard of the closed shop they would lose their members for few
people today join a trade union W1111ng1y, for its own sake and not

as a precondition of work. |

The closed shop principle has presented any sense of layalty or pride
in a union. It is a public thing, no longer a 'union'. Perhaps it is

to late in ‘the day to make a principle of not joining. It is, however,
not too late in the day for people engaged in the class struggle to
think of further, voluntary organisations which it is not necessary to
join - but which pe0ple do join neverthelwss, because they get results.
Works councils: based in the beginning on groups of militants: indus-
try by industry. It is not a question of thousands of millions., A

start can be made with five, Five miXXi%msm militants, in each unit inside
heavy industry, would equal if not surpass the stregth af the trade
union movement as at present, by agreement and occasionally by law,
appointed,

INFOMATINON BAGE

THE WOMEN'S LIRERATION GROUP meets every Wednesday at 8 p.m. at the Women's
Centre, 26 Newcastle Chambers, /ingel Row, Nottm. We try and have discussiocns
every week. (Meetings for women only) For more info phone Newsletter Coll.75985
NATIONAL EBORTION CAMPAIGN holds meet- ~ SEX DISCRIMINATION CAMPAIGN meetings

ings every fortnight, phone 45689 (day) at Women's Centre,

or 42808 (evenings). WRITE ON SISTERS (magasine of women's
NURSERY CAMPAIGN for more information  writing. Contact 7.34 Vic Centre or
phone Margaret 865894 ' phone 43081,

REFUGE FOR BATTERED WCMEN CAMPAIGN now has a hostel! Meetings on Mondays at
8.00 at the People's Centre, 33 Mansfield Rd., Nottingham

NALGAY can be contacted ¢/o Howard, 108 Foxhall Rd., Forest Fields, Nottingham

Gay Workers Campaign details c¢/o PeOple s Centre,
LESBIAN GROUP meets every Monday details phone Char, Maggie, Helen 75985

GAY LIBERATION FRONT meets Wednesdays 75985

PUBLIC MEETING on THE CRIMINAL TRESPASS LAW PROPOSAL 17th FEBRUARY at Inter-
national Community Centre. More details inside .or phone 602510 ;

AF JOU. et BT I1Pea 31T WON'T FALL MEETING THURSDAY 12th February at 8.00
at 36 Kenilworth Terrace, Portland Rd., Canning Circms, Nottingham. Phone
either 600337 or 602510 for more detals. Discussion .of policy etc.

If you won't something putting in, please phone up. W s ks

THIS ISSUE cost £1.50 to produce, Please send contributions.
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