v aeenew

ORGAN ISED’

-&’ﬁ

(eT's GET

The seventh issue of "IF YOU DON'T
HIT IT . . . " spews forth from the
loosest collective ever to hawe gatbcﬁd l
under half a dozen roofs,

It's purpose, as always, is to
provide information and comnidation
about what is happening locally and
provide a platform for ideas which we -
feel are worth reading about/discussing/
criti.cising/acting upon,

For a nownlottor like this, money,
help and in.f.orn@tion are always needed,
We need money to buy stensils and paper,
but most of all "IF YOU DON'T HIT IT ..,"
neeis new pecple and new ideas in order
to justify its existance,

If you'd like to help in any way,
please contact Nottm. 600337

or

602510
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There are as far as I know 3 seperate food coops. in Nottingham at the moment. Two of
them began just before Xmas '25 and the third a few weeks ago. All 3 are situated near
the centre of Nottingham. At the moment the only connection between them is that they
originally developed from each other and that some people know each other froom different
groups. b i Iy

I believe this is the second attempt in Nottingham to get something together foodwise.
The previous attempt ended about a year ago and had been going for over a year. Basically
it was organised like the present ones. .- ' e

HOW IT WORKS : - 3
Each household has a duplicated form. On this form are a list of fruit, vegetables and
eggs and bread. Wholefoods are not really touched because Down to Earth sell it nice
and cheap and its a pleasant experience walking down Hockley knowing you're human about
to bump into others you know or don't know or perhaps drifting to Snienton market on a -
Saturday or Monday morning. Beside each feood are the.prices from last week i.e. 7p Ilb
of potatoes, 2 granary. Next to this you fill in the quantity you want; in the next
column you add it up, then add the total at the bottom, add or subtract the amount from
last weeks order i.e. credit /debit and then add 10p for expenses, that is petrol,
‘elec. and to cover any wastage. It sounds quite complicated I suppose, but most things
are and when you do it it works and has its own momentum. '

At the back of most of the order forms it tells you how it works: |

Friday 6-8 p.m. Orders: Complete the order form including seasonal things you might
like- if enough is ordered new things can be bought, then add up the cost of everything
according to last week's prices.Take the money and form to the 'collating House' ' before
8p.ml (Households volunteer to do this, as all things) 4 4 £
ROTA: At the collating house there is the food coop book which has in it a rota ofu
jobs to be filled in for the next two months or so;’ each hdéusehold using fheé“coop will
be expected to sign up for a job at least every.:2 or 3 weeks. S

Any credit or debit you might have from last week.is recorded in this book and settled

up with you when you bring your order on Friday night.

COLLBTING: The job of the collators is to receiye the ordees, make sure the people sign :
up for jobs, and that those doing jobs the following day hav'nt forgotten about it. %
ADDRESS VALUE OF ORDER CREDIT/DEBIT MONEY TAKEN

House at Pooh Corner . £3,72p+ 32p - £3.40p.

This means that the House at Pooh Corner ordred £3.72 penceworth of food, but as they
had 32p cedit from la8t week,:they only actually paid £3.4O0p.

~-When all the orders are in, the collators total up the amount of each item that has
been ordred (e.g. 52 lbs carrots, 24 doz. eggs, etc.) and take this together with the
money and the food coop book round to the people going to the market the next morning,
before 10p.m. so that they can get some sleep. (What often happens is that the people
going down to the market go to the collators house to pick it op)att - P
SATURDAYS: 5 6a.m. BUYING # A driver and a loader take a van to Sneinton market and |
buy-the fruit and veg, On the way back they drop in the bread order at Flewitt's and then ~
deliver the fruit and veg. to the coops basement/room. They work out this’ weeks prices
and make sure they are clearly chalked on the board (for the packers). They also leave
a note for the packers explaining which things have to be rayioned, what there is none .

of and what surplus there is to be sold of, ‘ ' | :

At 9a.m. they buy the eggs from the Cattle Market (off London Rd.) AR

o . 10-12 a.m. PACKING: Begins with the collection of the bread from Flewitts. :Thé .+
packers*then make up each order and then put it into the box, work out Ehet Hew tota)l, . !

cost of that order based on this weeks prices y work out the‘predit or debit for that
household and record it in the food coop booke. ‘
 ©12-2 p.m. CLEARING UP: The old form goes into the household's box together

gith a new order form with the new prices on. They encourage the surplus food to be
bought « Then they sweep up, put any food on the compost heap out the back, ensure

that any surplus food is in a dry place off the floor and clean scales and work surfaces..
Periodical Jobs: Rewriting and duplicating order forms, making notices, helping maintain
the van, calling meetings. CCCCCCCCCCCEceOINIIIMIINM |

Collating semms to be very satisfying in terms of meeting at least one person from

every household involved in the coop and trying to add the orders up at the end is

always amazingly funny or infuriating=- the amounts never seem to add up the same even

if you use a pocket calculator. To use one seems to be very advisable if§ one has alot

of orders- around 20 and over.

Buying can be beautiful on crisp mornings drifting around the wholesalers in a dreamy
haze having struggled up and out of bed at nearer 6 than 5 a.m. Then having another
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eup of hot tea at the cafe filled with wholesalere, rcbailere cuming to do what you've -
just done and the odd early riser who wase woken by the cold or the dreams or the desires,
For the driver and loader(e) its the start to a long and fruitful (ugh) day.

It'11 cost you 10p. to get the motor into the Cattle Market where you :2n have another
cup of tea.

The wholesalers at Sneinton Market are generally nice people, although you get some

who wont sell you stuff because they don't see you as a whe rétailer. But you get

into going to particular blkes. Get the info. from previous drivers. One bloke called
Wilf suggested buying the stuff at a store next door to the food wholesalers on

Carlton Hill. That way one could get all the food together and nearer the quantities

one wants. One of the Coops is looking into this one, but some people "hink that it

gets away from the real usual activity of buying as the other retailers do. Some people
are more into the idea of cheaper food than othecrs ~131le others are more into the
importance of sharing the experience of getting ic:. together ourselves as thus cutting
out retailing ripp-~offs. | S

You generally can make a saving of around 30%. Spuds can be 10-12p. for 1lb in the shops
but if you go over Bobbers Mill bridgs to the corner of the ring road you can get them
for 63p. This is all in bulk of course, You can't get 10 oranges. Toh7 come in certain
quantities~ potatoes 561bs., carrots 28lbs., sprouts 20lbs, oniox.. o158 or half that 1
think, mushrooms 3lbs,, apples 30 lbs., cauliflowers in dozens, Ou\= boxes are near
enough the same price but the 'count' varies, 66 big ones, 156, 1380.

The basic food bought is potatoes, onions, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, leeks,parsnips,
swedes, turnips, sprouts, beetroot, bread~- granary and large brown, apples, oranges,
satsumas, bananas, mushrooms, tomatoes, grapefuit (mmmmmmmm} !:) and eggs.

I'm pretty certain people's diet has improved aﬁ&’peoPIe seem to be getting more

aware of what they are shovelling inside themselves. People are into swedes, turnips,
leeks, and grapefruits (mmmmm I love 'em).

Some people have talked about growing food for the coop but as far as I know there has
not been anything done except 2 Phils are growing some food on the small plot behind
the basement of our coop. There has also been talk about buying other goods like cans,
bottles of things, toilet rolls, eté. from a cash & carry store. If people need or use
them it seems worthwhile.

One of the difficult problems with the coop as with all forms of organization which

have any semblance of control by those in it is learning responsibility for it and

thus sharing. Some people seem to do more tham others or think they do, some feel more
responsible for it and its not only in their heads.S-me do more *than cthers, and I

think that's why the food coop of a couple of years ago packed up; benuase it got more
and more dependent on particular people. But I suppose that's all part of the process

of learning. This is important as is also buying food cheaper and‘'so cutting out the
middle-men. Some would ‘drop out of it if it got dearer; that's understandable especially
if you've got a family whether kids or adults. Although I get alot from it when I do
things I quite miss trundling through the Vicky market, eating me peas and pushing Scan
trolleys- Sometimes anyway.
££££££££££???????????££££££££££?????????£££££££????????£££££££??????????????????????????
If you want to know more about food coops or want a chat about getting it off the

ground you can phone us at "If you don't hit it..." 600337 or 602510.

L

ASK ME ANOTHER SILLY QUESTION |

Arecent opinion poll survey carried out in

Italy by the political weekly L' Espresso

asked the question which type of coalition would

be the most suitable form of Government in the

present "crisis's The second largest result

wert i, - Copeunist Party-Socialist Party coalition (20%).
The larg:zst result (27%) went to those who gave no ancwer to
this stupid question. Let's call it unconscious positivism.

EDOD e parm W v m AT v e S G 0GR P NS

A Couple of very good books
I've recently come across: -
"Cnllectives in the Spanish Revolution" by

Span%ards who 0T collccvives together in the mid-30's on the land, factory, trams,
hospitals, boot and shoamakers, medecine, etc., Nitty Gritty details of real people

| | e - :
zgi p%gesfgxwah. seiddnnlfoo - Crder them through Mushroom.
peogleggg?wn Revolution Ly Vonin, ‘I thinkj tng ovisr vavolutiln ., Zussia= by the
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POLICE SHUNNED ~ .

A £25,000 advertising campaign to attract young black recruits to. the Metoaiitan
Pc:ice did not produce a single applicant, (Guardian)
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Soohdvert for thé Py
FIGHT T LIVE'CANPAIGN

| The Claimants Union Movement recently held a conference and carried on with
the "Tight to Live" Campaign. This is for employed and unemployed and deu:niss
1) A living income - job or no job |
2) Useful work - end wage slavery
3) Higher social security
| Affiliated (official) Claimants Unions are made up of groups of pear..=. . g1
soc--1 security who have got together to help each other and to, fight coilcehigely
rcur the four demands known as the |

 CLAIMANTS CHARIER

1) "hs right to an adequate income without neans test for all people;
2) & goecialist society in which all necessities are provided free and which 1s
rvro-2d and controlled directly hy the people; s i | |

> - secrets and the right to full information;

. ... distinction between the so-called deserving and undeserving.

Tor more information contact Midlands Comordinator, Newtown C,U.,
4 -:rlyle Road, Birminghan 16, Phone 021 455 0566. | |
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FESTIVALS-. AVD THEY ARE FREE}

Rerz:cber, Remember the 5th festival, :
Rerzober Windsor and Watchfield Free Festivals
Wz She 5th will be held this year, We don't know where yet, kut sone Pel;i2
in ‘o5tingham are into organising gigs-to raise money for the festivals.
Ti vu are interested or want to help contact: .
Dave Hayes, 27a Penryhn Terrace,
Hartley Road, Radford.

NOTT NGHAM FESTIVAL
Peltie it or not, it happens again this year wetween 12th and 27th of June.

The "orporation have obviously lost interest in it and given only £300 this rear,
A Footival Fringe Committee has got itself together and one thing they wou.c
like to see (thank you very mch) is people in their different aress putticy
things on, e.g. carnivals, fairs, etc, Perhaps people could celebrate by Tl .ng-
over /squatting in a few houses in your area, If you're interested contaci:

Chris Ryan or Ian Craig at Clarendon College, Mansfield Rd.

~ LIBZRTARIAN EDUCATION

I =i=re is such a thing, considering that education means something to da with
orizr, from the Greek, |

Weil, a group of people who are interested in this sphere are at the begin-inz cf
taliciag about helping "Libertarian Education", which is put together in Lcice:zier,
We are meeting on 5th April (I know it's gones to talk about doing a compi: ' iLsfue
for us , them and you too, The people in leicester are very keen on peopls .. cluer

‘Pan* of the country doing it themselves- writing, collecting, typing, lay:.~-2ut,
pri:.l.ng, distributing, etc. If you want to help phone 600337, or call rounz %o
25, Uhurch Drive, Carrington,



~ If you don't. hit 1t . . .
ANTI-ABORT LON?

Abortion has been the suhiect of heated debaete for a good few years, but it seems to
me that tha arruzent has become excessively polarized, particularly over the last year.
It may be that the polarization is inevitable given the
; political context (the partliamentary process interpreted
: and exploited hy the mass media) in which the debate has
ocourred. Nevsrihelezs it has had the unfortunate effect
of obscuiring scas issuss and viewpoints as fast as it focuses
en ard Gamyetifios oilbars. The possible positions on abore
tion heve bacn presentsd as either pro-abortion, in which
caga you support the National Abortion Campaign (NaC), or
ansi-avortion, in which casas you suppori the Soclety for
the Protocsion of the Usbarn Ciild (SFUC) and LIFE, I
vant to put formmrd & third view of abortion, and i think
there muet La mors, 20 lets be hearing thaem! -

Sme.sh [fe state,
not me, kig
br dn':ﬁr.’i \i‘l?\a

My first promise is that abortion is the termination
of 1ife ~ killing. I% ia therefore a moral issue - a matter
of what we think is righkt or wrong in human conduct.

Angela Phillips of NAC wes reported in the Guardian a few weeks ago as saying that she
would like to zes sbortion rasusved from the spiers of morality and ethics, and be seen
as a ainple,tgps;'iga}.‘ iesue. To me this is a dangorous point of view. It means that we
can evade’ denisicrs on the.rizhts and wrongs of our behaviour by pretending that they re
decigions about soumething else. It elso smecks of the general disregard for individual
1life perpetratsdi by the Stais. $2 psople 1ike NAC are prepared to dispose of the begin-
nings of human 1ifs so cenveniently than they can hardly complain when the State treats
us as achool-mach!uo-cannnn fodder, to be totted up for GNP and deleted when no longer
profitable. A wuien certainly has the right to chose, but let her choice be fully infor-
med by all the mozal and social argurents, not simply by whether she can have the abor-
tion at lunch tims or will have to stay in overnight. We don't take more responsibility
for our own lives and decisions by reducing them to less ‘emotive! considerations,

To say that cbortion is a morel issue is not of course to sa it is right or
wronge That dacicicn cen ozly be mnde Dy the indlvidual for her/himself, with regard
to individual veluas and circmustepces. It is up %0 the individual to decide whether
the preservation of life i2 ciwaye the one nltimite velue in life ( in which case s/he
may have some diificulty in gstilng en edequate dist!)
or whether in certain circumstances it must be subordine
ated to other valueg, (@.z. %he nsed for perscnal survival
or the need not iust %o cxist but to have a good 1it2).

" So this is my second prawise, that meral docisions should
not be made for us, by otier pecple such ag filsnds
or doctors, or hr inidtliuiicns such as the Siults.
(Friends undeuhizdly do influcnce the decifsion, but in
the final enclveis the individuel sghould bs 1loft as free
as possible to mzks hia/lisr own decisicu.) I argus
this because if wa are to reapect each olher us egual ' ; .
individusle then we nust allcw tkat we con ell "AHEY LL GIVE nE
determine the coursa of our own acticng - we must Qul WERE ST FTwex
respect each other's autonemy, This avplies with |
particular force in the spisve of morelity, vhers there are no absolute, agreed on,
standards of righﬁ;or'wggngﬁgue for furiher debatse?). -

AW Mamopl »
w s HAE,

The relevance of thia te the ebeprhicn lssua is in the part played by the Law.
Many laws are resivichtivs, they doc'h eilow diszasnd, They represent the views of the
State or a powsrful eroun wlihin iba Stzue on mn issve, codified and imposed on everyone
else, We're rurivsed %0 adusd thzin decision as a wodel for our lives, This is
particularliy obncxicue in the =2 morel eoian. tikte abortion. This is one of the
places I taks issue wilh GXIUC

and LiFE, They sesk to impose their morality on everyone

W o .
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by means of a law reotricting Lhe availahility of abortions, The demand of NAC’
for abortions available on the NHS to anyone who wants them, is on the contrary
enabling., You don't have to have an abortion,but the facilities are there if you
want them, under the NAC proposals, If you decide to take another course of
action you should, of course, be given equally good facilities,

I think, therefore, that it is possible to dislike abortion, and yet to sup-
port its availability on the NHS, I can only imagine a few circumstances in which
T would have an abortion, yet I support other people's right to decide otherwise,
However, if NAC continues to stress the "abortion as a form of contraception"
side of its campaign, rather than "a woman's right to chose", then I shan't feel
much like supporting them,
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A LETTER

We've had a letter which we thought should be printed:
Dear 'If you Don't Hit It ete.’',

1f, as you menticn on page 1 of issue no., 6 of your newsletter, you wish
to 'give wider ideas and views an airing', may 1 suggest you have theclvility
to print sufficiently clearly so that would-be readers won't need spectacles on
reaching the end of an issue. If you continue turning out the rubbish produced
you may well find people turning to the evening Post for light relief, Come on
tIf you don't Hit It', don't insult your readership, turn out something they can
read well enough to critisize (sic) if need be,

Yours
An avid would-be Reader

P.S. I was half way through the cartoon on page 1 end beginning to enjoy it when
10-and-behold, it disappeared off the page right in front of my eyes.,

Please excuse terrible writing.

REPLY

We agree with some of the points in the letter and we apologise for the
standard of duplication of the last issue, We'd like to point out to the avid-
would-be reader, however, that 'civility' doesn't duplicate a paper - tilme,
money and effort does, so if s/he is really concerned about the paper the best
,thing_a/he can do is come and give us a hand instead of writing anonymous letters,

THE NEXT "IF YOU DON'T HIT IT MEETING IS ON TUESDAY 27th APRIL AT 10 MILNER RD
SHERWOOD. 8.00p. X
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THE TIGER IS ON THE LOOSEL

In February the Bengali Housing Action Group was started in the East End of
London. (B.H.A.G. means 'Tiger' in Bengali and in Urdu and Hindi it means 'Share')

Following the actions of the individual families and whole streets of sqguat-
ters - to cut out 'suat-selling' by officials ani others, against the harassment
of squatters by the Gas and Electric Boards, for rehousing - 70 heads of house-
holds gathered to form B.H.A.G.

They are fighting for housing for black people in decent rather than low-
demand housing; because many of the husbands awalt their families from Bangla Desh
they are classified as 'single' men and have no priority on the housing list.,

Now, however, B.H.A.G. is on the loose. (Race Today)
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CRIMINAL THESPASS

On 23rd March the Law Commission published its Final Report to the Government

on "Conspiracy and Criminal Law Reform", This included a draft Bill whicr =sis
out to make trespass in certain circunstances a crinminal offence, with ser?nﬂiﬁg.Of

up to 2 years inprisonment. These proposals will nake it .easier for the ot

relice/councils to deal with squatters/sickets/factory occupations. The nsaszcies have
. mech with lettle opposition considering the threat which they pose to direct. zotion
of a2ll kinis., The proposals are being sneaked through Parliament under tl:
are the M"liberalis~=:on” of

: canouflage of the other Law Commission proposals which
the Conspiracy Laws and a "tightening up" of the Obscenity Laws.,

It is inportant that the Criminal Trespass proposals are opposed actively and
their effect nmade clear to all those people who are likely to suffer under trso,
(all of us)., The Canpaign Against the Criminal Trespass Law (CACTL) seeks a2t only
to work actively to stop the proposals becoming Law, but also to increase p-cpoic's
awareness of the repressive nature of the State in general, and the use of 1uz lLaw
for political purposes in particular, In doing this we hope people will begin %o
recognize their cormmon position (their cormon humanity) with regard to the ttate
rather than their differences of "class position" or "political line", which nave so
often been seen as important in the past.

Some local action is planned for this week. If you would like to help, or want
to know more of the details of the proposals, phone 602510

¥R

SQUAT NOW WHTTE STOCKS LASTLL Suatters Haudlwok available o Falwl paer of
Mashroon (10p).,
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SPALN

As a series of reports on Spain that will be published in this and following
issues of the newsletter, I should like to begin by looking forward at the [irgose
of these writings. The main one should be to give sone information, as clear us

. pcssible, on the events that happened in Spain, fron a point of view that e:scapes
from the bourgeoise or party line press, especially the left, which gives an
interpretation according to their interests, Such papers as these (both right and

o
'_!

1eft) have boycotted persons and anarchist organisations , and have manipu’oted

the popular struggles ani recently explained then wrongly. The anarchist tradition
of Spain is something that is still there. I can't believe that one of tre iwuc
biggest organisations during the Spanish revolution, the anarcho-syndical:ic! {trade
union) C.N.T., with more than 2 million nilitants, has disappeared totally - .cu
after 40 years of dictatorship, An example to reaffirn this is the news i = neet-

ing that was held in Barcelona in the niddle of last March at which theres vior
600 delegates from different groups and anarchist organisations in the Galotun
recion. They were trying to reorganise the regional federation of the AU

Cataloniay in order to, strengthen the trades unions struggle against not ~:7:7 the
monarchy but also the refornist pacts between the bourgeoisie and the dirr=ronb
leftist organisationsy Democratic Junta, which includes the Spanish Commurc’ o

. Party, the Socialists, the Christian Democrats, and other authoritarian grcuie
Trotskyists and other different organizations within the left and the centrc dsmo-
CIACY e |

Another purpose will be to connect the social struggle in Spain with the rect
of the world and especially Europe. Any person interested in this series ci

reports contact Gonzalo, 13 Wellington Square, flat 3.
Salud,

There will be a meeting on "Spain Today", with-speakers frém the Spanish Lebartarian
Moverment, on Saturday April 10th at 8,00 p.m. in the upstairs room of the Licn
Hotel, Clumber Streeet.,
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FREE FAYRE

one of the frustrations of living in Western society today is the feeling
of helnlessness: the apparent inability of the individual to have any say
in matters that might improve the society in which we live.

We hear of numerous tales of one man's opnression and nersecution of
another . s the wast: age of materials and manvower in
our machiné/high 'productivity orientated industry be it nationalised or
aorivate; world wide pollution of the environment on 3 scale likely to
cause irreparable damage to the very life support systems unon which we
2ll depends needless cruelty to animals in pursuit of pleasure and orofit;
the ever increasing restrictions imposed by an overpopulated society on

“human rights and self-determination; discrimination, sectarian views, etc.

Nothing new in these 'doomsday nredictions' one might say.
So what can one do about it? Ui

Last Autumn we were mulling over these problems and realised that the
first sten towards any sort of peaceful change within society must be pre-
ceded by awareness of the need for change, and that demonstirable, viable
alternatives be available. Many of the groups participating in the Suare
have been active locally and nationally for some time. By coming together,
for one flay, to nresent a fayre, we hone it will offer neople the oppor-
tunity to see what is and can be done; with a view to provoking and stim-—
ulating thought as to how more and moré peonle can take on the responsibi-
1litv of exercisigg their human rights.

A word or two about the presentation and organisation of the Fayre.
Desnite the inevitable red tape to be negotiated, the individuals con-
cerned at Guildhall have been extremely helpful and co-onerative in all
matters.

We hone there will be an official onening of the Fayre at 10:15 am
(on Easter Saturday, Anril 17th) by a local dignitary (to be confirmed).
During the Fayre there will be a number of stalls and disnlays encomnassing
the environmént/ecologyg arts and crafts: the Camnaign for Real Ales
abortion; women's rights: anti-vivisection; alternative technologys
organic farming: veget-rian foods: nlay schemes: meditation, etc,

In addition we hope to present a street theatre performance with both
mueic and dancing throughout the day.

One of the restrictions imnosed upon us is that nobody is allowed to
collect or receive firnancial don-~tions on the day. Alternatively we have
decided to ask the nublic for gifts of fresh fruit, toys, sweets, etc.,
that will then be distributed to local senior citizens, children's homes
and hospitals. »

Also look out for the rubbish treec. |

Offers of heln to Down to Earth, 20 Hockley (tel; 584322) or 78 Sherwin
Road, Lenton (tel: 72746).
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HELP IS URGENTLY NEEDED FOR THE FREE FAYRF, THRRE'S LOTS YOU COULD DO:

CONTACT PETE REID AT EITHER OF ABOVE ADDRESSES/PHONE NUMBERS.
2 3 KKK KK KN KK R KK HIH N

DON'T FORCET: THIS NEWSLETTER IS BROUGHT OUT NOT ONLY TO GIVE INFORMATION
BUT ALSO TO ENGENDER DISCUSSION, ARGUMENT, CRITICISM. I JUST DON'T BELIEVE
THAT ALL YOU OUT THERE ACREE WITH EVERYTHING THAT'S IN HERE,S0 WHY NOT
WRITE AND TELL US? SEND US A LETTER, A DRAWING, A POEM, AN INSULT.

SE% YUURSELF AS A PART OF THIS, NOT AS OUR 'AUDIENCE' OR SOMETHING

LIKE THAT: (READERSNIF, AUDIENCE, BTC.: PEOPLE WHO ARE PASSIVE)

'DO NOT ASK ME TO LEAD YOU INTO REVOLUTTIO!  FOR IF I CAN LEAD YOU

IN, SOME ONE ELSE CAN JUST AS EASILY LEAD YOu OUT.'

Don't remember who said that but a friend of mine
had it written on his wall: anyway who cares who said it first?
There's a _  point there somewhere.....Hasta la victoria siemnre.
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THE WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER CAIMPALGN
The Charter was drawn up in March 1974 by the London Trades

Council. Since then a lot of work has been done around the
(m-v+er and there are now various group and organisationu acTive
cm 2 Charter, These includei- - i

12 ..,ions, who have adopted it at their national confercn 7.

64 - -nches of other trade unions. | |
34 -,~ades councils, |

8¢ oiher organisations including women's groups and tena:
associc o8,

456 working women's charter groups.
What is the Charter? What does it say”?
I+ has ten points, which arel-

1) The rate for the job regardless of sex, at rates negotiatd by
tt~ trade unions, with a national minimum wage below whi. t o
ws«<~2 should fall,

2} Tqual opportunity of entry into occupations and in Do L,
cerardless of sex and marital status.

2) Mjual edueation and training for all occupations, and comDGISOTY
- -elease for all 16-19 year olds in employment.

) srking conditiond tq _be, without deterioration of prew s
cv~.tions, the same for women as for memn.

{
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) ""1e removal of all legal and pureaucratic impediments - |
G ity Gl with regard to tenancies, mortgages, penci~"l ahemes
beyocion, pasgEparte, control over children, Berial Becu- L] poNs

». -.3, hire purchase agreements.

y

6 Toroved provi@ion of local authority day nurseries, T::: of
chnrze, with extend d hours to suit working mothers, Prcv. cion 01
novsery classes in day nurseries. More nursery schools.

8, = weeks maternity leave with full net pay before anﬁ aiter &
147~ hirth; 7 weeks after birth 18 child is stillborn, NG LLa-
mi5-ol duking pregnancy or maternity leave. No toas8 " 0f sccailiy,
or nension, or promotion prospects.

8% Tamily Planning clinics supplying free contraception to .2
eyt -nied to cover every locality. Free abortion to be reiLt-.¥
ags il anle. .

9) Tamily allowances to be increased to £2.,50 per child, includong
the Tirst ghilds |
4he +rada

15) Mo cempaign amongst women to take an active part in 7o
uricons and in political life, so that theycan egercise inl..onle
ccumensurate with their numbers, and to campaign amongst Lo o

nnion men so that they may work to achieve this aim.
“» mogt women in the women's movement (and those people acuusin

ted with the women's movement), the actual demands of t@c chrior
w. .. seem unexceptional. Although the sum total of the definius a9
n+o ~cual liberation or an end to oppression, this Ss‘ah_?Tv.“fﬁly
imoortant document, It represents a first gtage in bring..o T
gerer the ideas and analysis of: tHe: women 'S povemens -~ 27 .LTRLAN
=, on the relationship between the oppression of women .n. ..o
fariiy and their exploitation as workers - with the strengon snd

ryarisation of the labour movement., k di
5718, household hudgets, bapy-sitters, and manother baty on

was . are all 'individual' problems - not ones to be ta?k}cuwby?f?e
tnona. BUT for many women workers, gapecially ThOSE Wi'. ciiilosEd

. - "‘ -

(wirether single Or married), that kind of separation 185 T=.- ./
pcosible, Never before has the trade union movemen? acknvn.k:icd
tuis impossibility in such a clear way as $trdaed. I die (eL2TURT .

O

cpanges in the laws relating to passports and HP agreements.
The importance of a document like the charter 18 thgt 1% fan'be
used now as the basis for campniguing amongst the entire Laniuz

mh“\r.’.)ﬂ‘!@ﬂt -—




WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER/Contd.

Alecrnprcide demands for equal pay, opportunity and training, are
1iet0od ones for contraception and abortion, for ntirseries,  for
ch-:r.'-s in the laws relating to passports and HP agreements.

T:.» importance of a document 1like the charter is that it car be
uec” -rw as the basis for campaigning amongst the:-entire I3our
mevea:ne — but specifically aimed at women workers - to lay tii=
grcoriwork for the maximum possible gains ot of any future
g1’ .e8 involving women. | | |

wooon in struggle need all sorts of assistance. The: charter
camnziga can draw together the trade union movement to proviic
scl~cuaby for women invloved in a difficult dispute. Male wzi«<Is
wi ' 2ot automatically down tools to support a fight' to reduc:
dat .rentials, especially when their own wage wen't be increasca
at the end of the fight. The charter campalgn can prepare ‘the w3y
for male trade unionists to understand the need for solidair.v
wheoathe 7ieed arisea,

Tao rcampaign could lead to gsignificant new developments in “n=
lev-! of struggles involving women, therby effecting permans.tn =
crenocs in the degree of male chauvinism within the unione. ard

ti o i~ovee of involvement of women in working class gtrugg.iors.,
oal 7 hen can amore effective and co-ordinated challen@ie bs 12758
t~ < present attacks on the working class as a whole, ihe () V-
iz Letween social and economic problems, between home anl Ik,
bei.r-=11 the responsibilty of the individual and the class 2as &
w2 >, ohd the divisions between what 1is the responsibilty gt the
utic+: and those of the politicians, must be broken down. Tre
cn>, o campign is the beginnigg of that process, _ |
Neoi~cnally, there is going to be a conference af the guarctc.-, T9
d:=cu:e its shortcomings, the way forward for the .campign ete. . -n
Covestey, 10th-1ith April, :There will be many amendments proL i
o Hus charter. from varlious groups anf organisations. @ S 2 Ce
mer » which is definitely known about here in Nottingham, = coil=s
frcn iue Gay Working People's Campaign, and from the Lesbian

MO r'f\'\':ji‘t. This ia:-

Tcint 2 of thecharter:- Equal opportunity of entry into occuparticns
in poomotion, and defence of jobs, regardless of seX, marital

st=. @, Sexual orientation, or hours worked.

nini %2 of the charter:- Equal education and training, rgga;@l;is
of <=y, marital status or sexual orientdion. Compulsory G&aj -

Tii as A all, and opportmnity. jop all women fOX further fraio.ing,
25+ 5 of the charter:— The removal of all legal and bureauccntic
imwodimats to equality, regardless ol sex, marital status cr

gccual orientation, e.g. with regard to pregnancies, MOTiL&m Ao,
Tsi..nn schemes, taxation, passports, custody and care OF £D . Y2n,
Ac+a) security payments, hire purchase agreements.

Proroced amend ments underlined.

A maticn was also sent forward which stated that in connecticn
to rcint 10 of the charter, that' the participation of lesbiang im
tr.i2> unions be discussed at the charter conference.

i..~~31y, the cherter group have spoken to many £ .3, Branchhe . as
woe:i/ »3 a lot of other activites, including working in the Na.: cL=al
AL ~nion campmign. They are organising a one -day conferexnce oOr
Werioo'a Rights, “jointly with The seXx discrimination camplgr, "<
N ord the women's sub-committee of the Trades council, to LuXe

- ¢a 22nd May. Thet also produce a local Charter bulletin,

';:)li1q,l ‘

7. 1. next meeting is on Wednesday 7th April at 8pm at the Wonen's
Corivvo, 26 Newcastle Chambers, Angel Row, Nottm. |

Tviist's note: This is extracted from the local women8s groun
nevxletter to provoke and initiate discussion, as well as give
¢ omntion. (Please excuse errors — it was an unfamiliar type-

\
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writer!)



IF YOU DON'T TICKLE IT...l1T WON!T
GIGGLE
CHILE CAMPAIGN |
The next meeting of the Chile Boycott Committee will be on:

Wednesday 7th April At g
26 Colville Terrace, off Nth Sherwood St.

c The meeting will probably start with a discussion of 1.T.T.,.it's role

: in Chile, Portugal and elsewhere (including U.K.) Future discussions could

- be on 'Women in the Chilean Struggle', Argentina, the Gorilla Govt, in Chile,
Other items @ contacting workers at local I.T.T. branches

2 effectively continuing the picket at Ravels.

Also, the Chilean Junta is likely to assasinate GABRIEL SALAZAR,. He is one
of many 'reported missing' by the Junta - in fact, held prisomner.
1) We must demand that the Junta recognises his being in their custody
2) We must inform the Chilean Embassy in London we know he is alive’
2) We must demand his immediate release from the torturers
Please send telegrams to Chilean Embassy; Minister of Interior, Chile and
the Cardenel in Chile, More information from :

Chile Committec for Human Rights

1 Cambridge Terrace, London N.W.1

L SPANISH SPEAKING CLASS

Would anyone be interested in learning (a least a 1ittle) Spanish? It's
certainly a useful language (Soth America, Portugal, Spain etc). There are
people in Nottingham who speak Spanish and would like to learn better English
so, perhaps some sort of self-help class could be organised.

In the meantime, an evening of Spanish could be organised, exchanging some
. of the most basic words and playing Chilean -and, perhaps Spanish, nusic,
For more details contact the Chile Boycott Committee

O O O O 1) O 0 O O
PORTUGAL

Follbwing a meeting with a sister from Portugal, there is available some
information on PORTUGAL : HEALTH CONDITIONS WOMEN'S HEALTH ASSISTANCE
CONTRACEPTION ~

A group called 'Don't walk blind! which is concerned with Contraception and
Abortion (which is illegal in Portugal) were involved with a T.V. programme

' Abortion isn't a crime!, The T.V. programme unleashed a lot of discussion

- it was said that it ought to be banned by scveral of the political parties.
The group would like more contact with women in U.K. If anyone wants to

read the above information or any of several 'Don't walk blind' statemeuts
then please contact Keith through {1f you don't M3t it ,

There is also soon to be a regular feminist paper produced in Portugal by
the MLM (women's movement). Also, similarly available.

FREE DESMOND TROTTER

Desmond Trotter was sentenced to death on the flimsiest of evidence for the
nurder of a white American Tourest. The manner of D¥smond's arrest and sub-
sequent conviction has strengthened the view that he was selected by the
Dominican Government for the death sentence because of his political views
and activities on the island. His appeal in U.K. at the Privy Council in
London was lost. He may soon be executed,

For more background to the trial, the situation in Dominica and the attempt
to stop his execution write to Race Today, 74 Shakespeare Rd., London SE24
or. contact Nottm Destrot Campaign, c/o BPFM, 126 Derby Rd., Nottingham.
(This information came from Race Today).



INFORMATION PAGE _
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WOMEN'S GROUP meeto evely Thursday et the Women's Centre, 26
Newmastle ambers, Angel Row, Nottm, at 8pm. Discusaions every
week, For hore details phone Q:s newsletter collective 75985,

NATIONAL ABORTION CAMPAIGN meets every other Tuesday at the
Women's Centre. For more details phone 45689 (daytime) or

42808 (evenings).

REFUGE FOR BATTERED WOMEN CAMPAIGN meets Mondays at the People's
Tentre, 33 Mansfield Road, Nottm, For more details phone

Hucknall (35) 5440, .
NURSERIE@}CAMPAEQQ.meets.regularly. For more details phone

863894 .

WORKING WOMEN'SCHARTER CAMPAIGN; next meeting Wednesday 7th April
=T1d regularly after that. Natinal conference in Coventry, 10th/
11th April. Local conference (joint WWCC, Sex discriminatidn
Campaign, NCCL, women's sub-committee of Trades Council) on
Women's Rights, on 22nd May. Wednesday meetings at Women's

Centre at 8pm. Phone 47304 for more details.

SEX DISCRIMINATION CAMPAIGN meets regularly. Helping orgainse
Tocal conference (see above). Phone 344-2667 for more details or

contact Womenfs or People's Centres. |
WOMEN 'S STREET THEATRE GROUP is battling against ebbing enthusiasm
=nd_lack of time to prepare something for the People's Fair om
17th April (see elsewhere in this newsletter). Any one else
snterested? Phone 43081,

WOMEN'S WRITING MAGAZINE: 'WRITE ON SISTERS': We're still trying
To get this project off the ground (and into the sky), so any
women interested should contact us, and any one who s got some
syare money, we would be very gratefud! Thanks to all (all?

there weren't that many of them) who have gievn money and good
wighes: Contact address: 7.%4 Victoria Centre, or phonk 43081,

LESBIAN GROUP meets every Wednesday at the Peacock Hotel, Mans-
#7Te1d Rbad (opposite the Victoria Centre), at 8pm, There is alsoj
T,ESBIAN FEMINIST DISCUSSION GROUP which meets regularly. For more

Jetails of both phone 75985.

4AY LIBERATION FRONT GROUP meets every other Wednedday, 14th,
78th April, at 8pm at The Peacock Hotel. For more de#aols

jetails, phone 75985.

GAY WORKING PEOPLE'S CAMPIGN GROUP meets regularly, Contact them
Through People's Centre, 33 Mansfield Road, Nottm.

NAIGAY can also be contacted through People's Centre,

PRETS FAYRE ©Easter Saturday, 17th Anril, starting 10.15, going on all day.
In the Sauare. Stalls, street theatre. See elsewhere in th's newsletter for

more details. ‘
SLAYPLOT Adventure/children's playground in Colville Street (near Arborectum)

Noed holp and supplies/materials. Meeting on Tues. 6th April Tpm at
6 Colville Street. If you can help, go along, or centact them.

SPAIN . . .
—Eélw Sat. 10th April Lion Hotel, - Clumber St meeting on Spain with

Anarchist Svneaker. Starts at 8pm. All welcome.
Tues. 13th April, International Comaunity Uentre, 61b Mansfield R4,

IMG Public meeting on Sn»ain: speaker from LCR (Spanish Section of 4th
Intlernationa}.) Starts at 7.30pm. All welcome.,
CACTL is an ongoing campaign. For more details of activities in Nottingham,

phone 602510, or 43081.
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