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Going Round ln Circles . Strong Willed-Women
At the end of last year, Sneinton residents arrived with their bags of -
newspapers and bottles local recycling centre had
disappeared. In the WindmillLane, this was

with0ut any  awayand the rai l i n g s
removed. posted to happened. so
bee n the-v Citv  =-=l='t"e='Si"
manag l    

good.fC\f§§;  - ;§;§”   . can
“Over or there — it
was used as a dumping C0l1S'Ii=1l’l'IlV
contaminateWi-th,,rubbish so we were anything.

the sitelfo get rid of wasteand were ,

re m oved the si  
difficult to asolute last resort we ,

People we re up local site had gone. Happily, their protests have
resulted in a change Leader for Recycling, Chris Bailey, who is now looking for a
temporary site to replace the oldsite until funding is found for improvement works to be carried out.

“We were told it used to be one of
the best used sites in the city. Bins
were not collected when they
were full, so bags were left on the
side. Bins were left unlocked, so
rubbish could be put in the top and
paper scattered around. Maybe
we need to change the style of the
bins to reduce the risk of overflow
and access by youth.
The fly tipping only started when
skips were put out alongside
during renovation work at
Notintone House. Local residents
wanted to offer support - by
having security cameras on their
houses, or locking it up at night,
but weren’t consulted. One person
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P. S. The Recycling Depot at Burroughs Court may also be closed if vandalism continues. ,1.
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We welcome articles, ideas and comments from local people. Either phone 0115 8413 721,
write to East of the City c/o The Renewal Trust, 27-31 Carlton Road, Nottingham NG3 2DG,
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For Brendon
Brendon Lawrence

Was somebody’s son,
Taken away by a gun

(mourned by his Dad and his
Mum)

Brendon Lawrence
Was somebody’s brother
There’ll never be another

As his kin will now discover
Brendon Lawrence

Was part of St. Ann's
Living, dreaming, and making

plans
- somebody took his life in

their hands
Brendon Lawrence

C Wrong place, wrong time
Victim of an unforgivable crime
THIS COULD HAVE BEEN YOUR

CHILD...0R MINE!
Brendon Lawrence

And how many more?
And how many others before?
WHAT IS THIS JUSTICE SYSTEM

FOR??
Brendon Lawrence

Can't rest in his grave
Not when there’s so many

young lives to save
Not ‘till cowards are exposed,

by the brave.
Brendon Lawrence

We owe him the truth
Nottingham let down this

young Black youth
Murdered in broad day light
AND WE CLAIM THERE IS N0

PROOFI?
Brendon Lawrence

Deserves to have peace
His family need some release

If you know ANYTHING
Speak up, PLEASE!
Brendon Lawrence
It’s such a shame

That we live in a society that
will not name

And bring tojustice those who
are to blame.

By Michelle Hubbard

Photo - Courtesy ofEvening Post
Cover March photo-
Assunta Del Buono

This problem should have been tackled years ago. If they come at
you with a gun, you don’t have a chance. My lad had to die
through this — there’s no reason for it. That’s why l’m angry. lt’s
still not stopped — they fired at the police station recently. It's got
to stop, that’s all there is to it.
I still cry, l’m still weeping. Someone soon has got to say that this
family has had enough. lt’s not about grassing up — it needs
someone to say that this person needs taking off the street.
Mothers Against Guns started in America. When her son Damian
died, Lucy Cope said “We've got to do something" -— that’s how it
started in this country. Mothers in different cities have formed
different groups - but we all stick together. The government has
got to listen to us. What can we do - they can't keep promising us,
they‘ve got to act on it.
Before the march the phone never stopped - people stuck in
traffic, people snowed in. Brendon’s friends came, and even people
I didn’t know.People came from Manchester, London, Birmingham.
We made us point that we set out to achieve. There were some
powerful speeches, and Lord Falconer stayed behind to talk to us
— he didn’t have to. lt’s all right politicians talking promising this
and that — their children haven’t been shot dead. What would they
do if it was one of theirs? We’re not unreasonable to ask for a I 0
year sentence and no parole for carrying a firearm and that life
should mean life.
There's a big memorial sen/ice onluly 27"“ in Hyde Park. A lot of
stars will be coming and all the mums who’ve lost children.
We need all the support we can get. We’ve got to be strong—willed
women - we keep each other going as mums.

Janice Collins (Brendon’s Mum)
3
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ARW FARTY
I ve gone from not being able t draw
to (hopefully) aiming to do an Art
Degre at Trent University where I
worked for 20 years
The first time I came I sat and watched,
the next time I did 2 paintings ofa
moon landscape and sunrise in gesso
and chalk I went on to draw still lifes
of milk containers, coke cans, all your
cleaning stuff do landscapes in oil
pastels and then ceramics I ve always
been a bit arty farty
All this was here at the Chase
Neighbourhood Centre for free A lot
of people don t know what s going
on on their doorstep
Since then I ve done a fashion course
and City and Guilds in soft furnishings
— it s all come from here —- it s great      Chen/I8 Thomas  ;reauy It hasn tcost an hm a art         

from materials
I ve really gone to town — I ve got I0
framed paintings downstairs at home
on the Wells Road estate My kids
keep pinching them -- they must be
alright if they put them on their walls
Ieven had an exhibition at the Chase
for 2 months
I m 60 next year I ve been ill and
getting out among people is fantastic
It s been like the League of Nations
with all the different people I ve
worked with - and we ve all got on
well It opened up my eyes
lfl can do it -- so can youl

Gillian Morris
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When I came to Elliott Durham School two years ago I
chose Music as a GCSE option. My music teacher, Mr.
Townsend, discovered that I had great singing potential and
suggested singing on a CD he was hoping to put together.
I was excited, delighted and proud to work on such a big
project.
The two songs on the CD —- ‘Magic Box’ and ‘I can dream a
world’ — were written to commemorate the first anniversary
of 9/I I. The school produced the CD with the help of the
e-Learning Centre at Top Valley and sent copies to the
President of the USA and the mayor of New York. We
received encouraging replies and thanks.
As a result of the CD, I have been on radio and television
giving interviews. I have also had the opportunity to
perform live at the Council House (Goose Fair Dinner), the
Royal Concert Hall the Albert Hall and St. Ann’s Well library.

A Mvuuloanlv
Sol/toob

We are very keen to promote music in our
school, Elliott Durham, to encourage children to
take advan ortunities going. As
well as GCSE Mg, we have recently
started an ssiveArts S
combines usic, drama, dan e vland
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pupils were involved in the
,5. _.-.=:; .1:-:;. . :;:;:

Activities ranged from singing and
editing. The singers have performed all over
Nottingham at high profile events. We are very
proud of their success.
This year, we are involved with the Magdala
Opera Trust who work with the children on
opera workshops. This is great fun as the
children are able to experience opera and
relate the stories to current day life.
We are also very keen to open our doors to
our local schools for other musical events. The
St. Ann ’s Singing Festival, which usually takes
place in July, is hosted here. Over 200 children
from the surrounding schools came here to
perform their songs. We are looking forward to
the third annual festival.
On Wednesdays we have a regular after school
music club called Music Box. Children from the

Lots of opportunities have come my way. As a result of my jun,-or Schools in our areajo,-n with pup,-[S from
experiences, I have been chosen to attend and speak at a our Schoof 7-hey have the chance to]-0,-n mus,-C
major national refugee youth conference in London in
February.

workshops including singing, keyboards,
percussion, African drumming, ocarina and a

I have performed many times with the group to children junkband. There was a great Christmas
from the local St. Ann’s schools. I also take part in a weekly
after school music club at Elliott Durham. I like to think that I
can show people that you don’t have to give up on your
dreams.
I am going to go on to college to continue my studies. I will,
of course, carry on with my singing lessons. My real dream
is to be the next Toni Braxton!

Saewyd Miller

Q

performance to mark the end ofthe first
term ’s session.
It is our aim to put on performances and
encourage other local children to perform here
in the future. Taking part in any kind ofmusical
event, at whatever level, brings enjoyment, a
sense ofachievement and promotes and
develops a positive community spirit.

 I "S



Oh Chapattis!
Lunch at the Pakistan Centre

Woodborough Rd
This is a community restaurant - the food is really
nice and it’s veiy cheap as well. Restaurant food is
just restaurant food, but this food is wholesome,
it’s home cooked. This is proper food from
Kashmir. It’s in a central location and easily
accessible. Lots of professional people, local
residents and people on low income come here.
It’s £2.50p all in - affordable for everyone.
I don’t know if men are better cooks than women,
but in restaurants and community centres you
always see them more. This isjust right for me -
not too hot, not too mild. The tray has different
compartments for daal, meat, rice, saag and
chapatti. Daal is made from boiled lentils, saag from
spinach and potatoes. It's very easy to eat
with chapattis - they’re basically like bread. You
break it and mop around your daal or saag and eat
it. It’s not like Mexican tortillas where they fill them
in. My staple food is the chapatti. lfl don’t eat
chapatti I feel like I haven’t eaten anything.  
Chapattis fill you up. The chapattis are made with
flour and water. You roll it out and put it on a
hotplate and in 2 minutes It’s ready. It’s always
fresh and very healthy.  

 Ali Asghar  

<

Sneinton Dale retains the atmosphere and usefulness ofa local shopping street. Within
easy walking distance ofeach otherare the bank, pub, post ofifice, doctor ’s and dentist's
surgeries, chemist and a surprising numberoflocal shops and take aways. These have
survived because they are good and have adapted to the challenge of the age of the chain
groups and out-of-town centres.  
One of these, near the top on the left, between the bank and the post office is Georgio’s
Plaice, which combines the mouth watering delights ofa traditional chippy with a
surprising range ofinternational dishes all ofwhich are prepared on the premises within
sight ofcustomers.
For the traditional the fish and chips, with mushy peas ifyou want come in various sizes, a
constant supply ensuring freshness and fullness oftaste. The only thing missing, and not
regretted I am sure, is that the old style torn newspapers are nowreplaced with clean
wrapping paper.     
It is fitting that this excellent takeaway incorporates the fish in its name, but this is only the
start of it. The long list ofdifferent dishes numbers over sixty separate items, some of  
which can be had in different sizes ofportions, making overall a tremendous choice the
permutation ofwhich would tax a comptometer. Kebabs, baked potatoes with numerous
fillings, pies, sausages, fritters, onion rings, etc. All these may be accompanied by various
breads and cobs, sauces, pickles, and salads, all made up to order as you wish. And if you
are thirsty there are various beverages.  i,  
It is also fitting that the name includes reference to “Georgia”. One)key element to its
success is that it is still run as a family concern, so that there is in house supervision of
every aspect of the operation, so obviously lacking at the chain outlets. The staffare
friendly efficient and know what they are about, which makes it a social occasion to go
there. The place (as well as the plaice!) sparkles with the care taken.  
The only minor disadvantage which customers sometimes have to adapt to is that it is so
popular that there are often queues, despite the quickness of the staff. Ifyou are behind
two or three people with a “shipping order” involving a wide ranging menu, I then you will need
a little patience. But then there are friendly folk to talk with, and whatever you arehaving
will be well worth waiting for. The prices are good value too. You won ’t need to draw your
savings from the cash machine next door to get a slap up dinner here. And for those who
usually do the cooking at home there is the added bonus that it is all done for you.

  Tom Huggon

1/

Caribbean Fried
Chicken
Revitalised  
“Food to me is an art. It is not a hobby”, says Henry
Johnson, owner of Caribbean Fried Chicken. His  
take-a-way is situated on the corner of Freckingham
Street and Carlton Road so many of his customers
come from Sneinton and St Ann’s. But the busi-
ness has a delivery servicefor those living further a
field and caters for private functions.
Preparing food is not perhaps the most obvious  
vocation for someone who spent six years in the
RAF engineering corps butjohnson insists that  
food has been his passion for many years. After
studying Food Science at university and working in
the catering industry he decided to set up his own
business.
The menu is as Caribbean as you would expect but
there are some surprises, for despite the
company’s name, fish is its speciality with lobster,
bream, swordfish and tiger prawns offered L
alongside fried chicken, curry goat, yam balls and
savoury rice.   
Like the best chefs Johnson is reluctant to reveal
his recipes and is most secretive about the ingredi-
ents ofa drink called Depth Charge. His first re—
sponse to questioning was, “It’s not for you”. He
later admitted that it is an aphrodisiac and only men
can buy it but no amount of encouragement could
get him to reveal its contents. With a knowing
wink, he said, “Revitalisation is the key”.

 Christine Belle
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It's here at last. Childcare problems could be a thing of the
past.
Yes! Sneinton has another quality after school childcare
project. On Monday I6“ December a launch party was held at
Sneinton Hermitage Community Centre which was attended by
parents and their children.

his-,--it-»
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Renewal Trust Business
Advisory Sen/ice

An important part of the Renewal Trust’s work in the
regeneration of the St Anns and Sneinton areas is the
provision of our Business Advisory sen/ice. The Advisory
service is free and looks to help new and existing
businesses operating in our area with Business Planning
and guidance. Possible financial assistance is also
available to eligible applicants through our Business Grant
and Loan scheme.
Peter Matkin, our Business Adviser joined the Trust in
January 2001. Peter was a Business Manager with
NatWest and has many years’ experience dealing with a
wide range of businesses including people looking to start
up a business for the first time.
Peter deals with in-coming enquiries for assistance and
applicants are advised on how to apply for funds. Peter will
use his experience to help and assist applicants develop their
idea for a business through to the production of a detailed
business plan. The Business planning aspect is seen as very
important and during the development stage of the plan it may
highlight any potential difficulties that the business may
encounter and how best to deal with them. Peter maintains
close links with other similar organisations in the Nottingham
area and we are able to signpost individuals to other
organisations where their support would be more appropriate.
Peter is based at our offices at 27/31 Carlton Road and can
be contacted by telephone on 0115 9112309. If you are
interested in starting a business or would like any further details
then please contact him. You will be assured of a friendly
reception.
B
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As we walked up Sneinton Road late on a Saturday
night we heard a familiar voice. Was that ‘The
Wonder of You’ wafting out from the Fox? But the

Workshops were on offer m Jewenery door was bolted and we couldn't get in.
making, circus skills, face painting and Luckily, Elvis nights at the Fox happen quite
Christmas decorations. A fantastic buffet regularly. Or rather, Rocky ‘Elvis’ Gibson nights.
was provided and a lot of interest was ‘Mr. Rock 'n’ Roll Himself’ also does a good
created for parents who were able to rendition of other 50s and 60s stars — Billy Fury,
take away welcome packs for the new Buddy Holly, Eden Kane andjohnny Kidd. But Elvis is
facility. his greatest love. “There's only one Elvis and ever

. . will be. Some impersonators are ajoke — they might
Iln$n'i°|'_:c;efrri)Cn|:'|(:\:|)(|)rfi3;(;!/_€:::|J§\itQErna? as well be red-nosed clowns in a suit. I'm not an
.6 _Ch.|d b . k d’ f llhpersonator- I class myself as an ambassador ofpm I ren can e pic e up rom __School, tea is provided and creative, Elvis music puttingnsongs over the way Elvis would

want them ut over.stimulating and fun play activities are on , p _
offer from quanfied and experienced He doesn t ape the accent, but_has some natty Elvis
p|ayw0rke|-5_ outfits which he designs and wife Caron machines

and hand sews. He met her at a charity concert.
OM01 15)9535433 “lt's my 24"‘ year in the business. I started roadying
or TRAC5 on (Q1 1 5) 9534362_ for my brother Barry the comedian, then joined a
Don», miss out band called the Cayotes and toured Germany. You

grow up quick — you soon lose your innocence."
He's well known in the area, having played at the
Beacon and Wishing Well and the opening of the
Curragh.
“l’m really lucky that I've got a band of loyal
followers (that used to be called the Tarts on Tour)
that follow me from gig to gig." Landlady Mel at the
Fox likes her Elvis music too - but some of the
regulars seem oblivious to it belting out. One of his
followers is 76 years old and has been following
him for 20 years. At the finale to strains of Gloiy,
Glory, Alleluliah, she brings out the rebel flag.
“He brings tears to everyone’s eyes - he's that
good. He's fantastic - nobody’ll say any different.
Three cheers for Rocky.”

For more details please contact Vanessa

Colin Haynes
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SHOWMAN
I can't count how many years I've been coming here
to Goose Fair - it's been since the fifties. My family
always stood fairs and I've always worked on fairs —
and done other things like Punch andjudy and
running ajoke Shop on Mansfield Road. Lucky I’ve
got a sense of humour.
I'm not doing a lot now - I'm getting old, I'm near to
seventy. I'm more or less retired - but you don't I
retire in this game —just drop dead. I've got the
Cakewalk that goes to major fairs, but got rid of the
Slide and Waltzer.
That's my signwriting on the traditional roundabout.
I also build scale models of fairground equipment to
order — there’s a very big demand. People can’t buy
them. And I carve Punch andjudy heads.
Goose Fair's been messed around this year by the
tram system. Goose Fair's changed - now it's all big
hitters —~ thrill rides for teenagers you've got to have
nowadays that take the money. But you have to
move with the times — there's an old saying “Don’t
forget the past while looking into the future.”

Ted Cordall
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