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READ THIS if you're homeless, have left your husband (or man), or left
your parents; if you're sick of High Rise living or Low Rise living.....
READ THIS if you're active in some kind of housing group or tenants
association; if you're interested in womens and gay liheration.....

This is a description of one particular squat - how we found it, why we
squatted, how we lived together, the struggle to hang onto the house_and L
some of the lessonsèthat might be drawn from the eviction. .

The description is followed by an outline of some work on housing,'
squatting and class struggle.  " T

1 .

As this introduction is being typed, the debate on the Queens Speech is
taking place in Parliament. Among the Bills to be presented this sessioni
is THE CRIMINAL TRESPASS BILL which will make occupations of all kinds r
subject to criminal law and the actions of the police. The Bill Comes ñ"~
with a background of,HOUSING CUTS and many other cuts at a time when the
SOCIAL CONTRACT between the Trade Unions and the Labour Party version of
capitalism has had a dramatic edfect on working class struggle.
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The need to take militant action such as occupations of factories and
squatting is very clear yet the organisation and ideas to help that
action are barely Visible. e- A  2  

This pamphlet -per rather this emergency edition for the CRIMINAL I
TRESPASS CONFERENCE (NOVEMBER 1976) - is to encourage discussion and
contact over some of the problems of living and working at the moment.

The outline towards the end tries to show how housing struggle is about I
more than just getting a roof ; it's about many things: who we live with,
what kind of group we live in (usually the small nuclear family), where
we work and what it is that keeps getting us back to work etc.

C O N T E N T S

Intoduction

DANCING HOUSE SQUAT

And then.,,? *

Housing: it cuts more way than one. *

Appendix on Police used in Evictions * slffe

ó Appendix on pamphlet Squatting: what's it all about2 

* Due to a technical problem (with an electrostencil machine) these
sections are not available for the Criminal Trespass Conference. Please .
leave your name and address and the missing bits will be sent on.

è

GET IN TOUCHL R e

Some kind of discussion and organisation around squatting, housing,
industrial organisation etc would be very useful. It seems likely that
quite a gew people are doing working and taking action in isolation.
Get in touch if you want to offer comments, send material etc.

Â I '_' K.V. 2#th November 1976

Dancing House Sqpat,
c/o Box 2, NV,  

People's Centre,
ô 35 Mansfield Rd,

 Nottingham.
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Each of us needed somewhere to live, either because we had nowhere
at all, or lived in an overcrowded house, or wanted to choose who
we lived with.

An open window made entry possible without óbreaking and enter-
ingô. So far no criminal law had been broken; The house was*Very* "
large, rather musty and without working electricity. a

However, after less. | Ä _

than a week the
-lbdiu.-Â-lkd"=i:f! i i estate agents sent O
'"'5"'"55ÁF'-IP93 I E, two employees to the

óñ front door pretending
to be housebuyers
while three or four. ' -' -<-. -' ..,,,_ _ '1 -

 more sneaked in
through that open
window

OUT' they said  

we went At that
time it didn t seem
worth a fight

-1'Gó},---4'- .èIf
*vaô\' z.5?

-.=."-=-' ®r,-"F®®hwôla
. . '_,

u, N

- -ó* . ' -:-"
ñ'15 Ió,.-

Á'C.. .. ..-

'~ 4è

dbè *4ñ

1 eg. remained empty for
kMMTEÄÄ;ZEFñ1®Ä2ÄÄ;Qs~_Q::=a szx months then a

sign went up

"SOLD IOR PRESTIGE
OFFICE DfVLIOPMENl
TO COSTAIN HOMES"

óJô; lt is still empty,
unused and certainly
unlived in
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There are many legal
arguements about occ-
upying an empty
house (more of th1S
later) As always
however, when it
came to the crunch,
it was not THE LAW

ñnigh "that was the main
\il\zJlL is ue but the

' balance of power
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A CALTIONARY TALE

Squatting is not illegal One day in June 1974, a number of
people moved into e house in the north of Nottingham city It had
been set aside for office bUlldlD* but had been em t for months
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THE HOUSE WAS A GOOD Ohý.

We still needed somewhere - there were hundreds of empty houses
- and squatting was still the only reasonable choice. After'
looking around for a few days we moved intoa house near the è
centre of the city.; r y e   

Once in the house we changed the lock from the inside and put
curtains up. Any casually passing copper would soon know we
meant to live there and not strip the lead.

CHANGING THE LQCK SOME furniture had búúý 16ft behind by
 the previous tenants ~ from this we

 , discovered their names and after a
Wwmi ;ÂQ; Ä visit some of the previous history of
K iwff, s, the house came to light. The Council

' t óI .1 Jó 1' 'F, _, _, i .,
. E _I' ," , , - 1R .,u* è 3ó had apparently bought up from a shady _
 ((  Tnô Z i i dealing landlord and then in A rill otL__p , P _.g
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. F-- everyone to leave. The house is surr-
ounded by Clearance Areas, especially

(ñTh óñm5lETQlþòQLfm*ññó ó the Raleigh St. and Nth Sherwood St. 
1emÂ.m.l  iýÂW%Ww is C areas which are early victims of the  

Zgggýþ ;% Dis ' for Forest fields, Basfordstrict Plan : p .,~ P ,
g and Redford. No-one else seemed to have

-.--.1ó-......._".
..4'I
4ô-' ." _F-rr.

I

ll~\.\-'1Li: ' -' _.2.,,._.-óI-.-.-.._-u..nnè.l:l .' .-ó,._-rp- -|*l"3'14.1'_"'.~"ñTó

.

~----A-nuns-A-ó-"ðI-ó.1-u-.ðu-u.ð-ððð--ð<-I

_-___,____,_,_,,____,_,..__..-........__.-.._.-.

IóI

'|

ZóO

Â~'4,,

.F ifI' .;, "1 V

I

lI

I

1óI' .I

I

 pó_~ _sð1l~$Ij_4ðnÂs|-u-I._r1

I'2~- -1:

.óII.

._-_.-.-_--.-;...._.....-.-.----.-.u...(I|.-:.-.1.--.-.a-b-Â----è-r--\II"'-óI'D

..-lh--.--_...-.-.--.-.-......_----"------.-......._.

'1

' .. - è
,. -. -

ôK6fñ *c dig? an urgent need for the house: we might
5U .\MH_ A % , as well keep it. O lg ó 2 L
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I ? 'll " K '7 The water was still on, although the

-:::ae#m-iiiaaaszarsxgv toilet system was a bit moody and
þuôózþýiýý Áwñmó l would sometimes overflow. There were

; l l mm ýpg  two kitchens plus a toilet and washe
-I.ô ' 0 0 ó . I H ôt I èu basin in seperate rooms. We tamed the..-._.-.
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-- I 'Fññ5'*"*""ñÁñ=~*, toilet, gavie= the bathroom a coat of
nnrmmmwwwu,'. ' r

ó* Mwnwuwnmmu R clean white paintñ... but then heard
óòò'""óÁñÁÁñ" rumours that the Water Board were  

coming to turn us off! A sympathiser,
connected with the Water Board had passed on the word so we
waited for the workmen to comeròOn their arrival a friendly ~
chat ended with us signing a form and becoming rate-payers. Y
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Both the electricity and the gas were still on but the accounts ~
were not in our name. What should we do? If we signed for them
the Council might find out, too soon, that we were squatting
there. If we didn't sign, the police might use this theft of
electricity and gas as an eXCuse"for breaking up the squat.
(This had happened beforepin Nottingham, in 1973, when police
exceeded their authority end kicked down a door in a mood of.)

' . .-.,, .. .

confusion and panic. To cover up their actions they charged  
the squatters with the_theft of a few pence worth of coal.)
Obviously, this decision concerned*ns all so we talked about
it together. This was the first óhouse meetingó in which every-
one in the house met to decide on something of importance to
us all.  i g I R
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Our decision was to have a common fund of money for certain
things - basically food and bills ~ and for particular indiv-
iduals to sign for the accounts. On other occassions we also
tried to discussvsuch problems when everyone was together.
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