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READ THIS if you're homeless, have left your husband (or man), or left
your parents; if you're sick of High Rise living or Low Rise livingeeees

READ THIS if you're active in some kind of housing group or tenants
association; if you're interested in womens and gay liheratioNecese

This is a description of one particular squat - how we found it, why we
squatted, how we lived together, the struggle to hang onto the house and 1
some of the lessons:that might be drawn from the eviction. '

The description.is followed by an outline of some work on hou51ng,
squatting and class struggle.

As this 1ntroduct10n is belng typed, the debate on the Queens Speech is
taking place in Parliament., Among the Bills to be presented this session
is THE CRIMINAL. TRESPASS BILL which will make occupations of all kinds
subject to criminal law and the actions of the police, The Bill comes
with a background of ,HOUSING CUTS and many other cuts at a time when the
SOCIAL CONTRACT between the Trade Unions and the Labour Party version of
capitalism has had a dramatic edfect on working class struggle.

The need to take mllltant action such as occupatlons of factories and
squatting is very clear yet the organisation and ideas to help that
action are barely V1s1ble.

This pamphlet - or ‘rather thls emergency edition Tor ‘the CRIMINAL
TRESPASS CONFERENCE (NOV'iBER 1976) -~ is to encourage discussion and
contact over some of the problems of living and working at the moment,

<

The outline towards the end tries to show how housing struggle is about
more than just getting a roof ; it's about many things: who we live with,
what kind of group we live in (usually the small nuclear family), where
we work and what it is that keeps getting us back to work etc.
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Intoduction
DANCING HOUSE SQUAT

Bod thenuege? .7

Housing: it cuts more way than one, *

Appendix on Police used in Evictions *

- Appendix on pamphlet Squatting: what’s it all about?

* Due to a technical problem (with an electrostencil machine) these
sections are not available for the Criminal Trespass Conference., Please
leave your name and addressland the missing bits will be senf on,

GET IN TOUCHY

Some kind of discussion and organisation around squatting, housing,
industrial organisation etc would be very useful. It seems likely that
quite a few people are doing workimyg and taking action in isolation,
Get in touch if you want to offer comments, send material etc,

.V, 24th November 1976

Dancing House Sqmuat,

¢/o Box 2, NV, |

People's Centre,
: 33 Mansfield R4,
Nottingham,
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A CAUTIONARY TALE.

Squatting is not 'illegal'. One day in June 1974, a number of
people moved into a house in the north of Nottingham city. It had
been set aside for office building but had been empty for months.
Fach of us needed somewhere to live, either because we had nowhere
at all, or lived in an overcrowded house, or wanted to choose who

we lived with.

An open window made entry possible without 'breaking and enter-
ing'. So far no criminal law had been broken. The house was very -
large, rather musty and without working electricity.

" believe that's F 7
THE TREE OF LIFE!

‘ﬂmmn&pum&mﬁmdﬁbd.
e nust house the

However, after less:

than a week the

estate agents sent
two employees to the
front door pretending
to be housebuyers
while three or four
more sneaked in
through that open
window.

OUT. they said.

We went. At that
time it didn't seem
worth a fight.

That large house
remained empty for
six months then a
sign went up.

'""SOLD FOR PRESTIGE
OFFICE DEVELOPMENT
TO COSTAIN HOMES".

It is still empty,
unused and certainly
unlived in.

There are many legal
arguements about occ-
upying an empty
house (more of this
later). As always,
however, when it
came to the crunch,
it was not THE LAW
that was the main
iszue but the
balance of power.

















































