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POLYTECHNIC OF CENTRAL LON DON

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMME
The Polytechnlc of Central London In collaboratnon- - . ..

n ' with MIND is launching a series of short courses on

By now youó-ll have realised that the cost of this issue
has risen to 20p. The Editorial Collective made this
decision early in January, prompted by two consider-
ations:

The first is the rising cost of printing Case Con.
No. l7ócost Ã360 for 5,000; this issue will cost
Ã509 for 5,000. At present it costs 5p to post one copy
of the magazine, but who knows what the cost will be
by the time of the May conference? We felt justified
in making the increase without referring back to the
membership, rather than wait'til May. Meanwhile,
Steve Dunnett as production manager, is looking
around for a cheaper printer that's also trade-unionist.

The second factor was the international composition g
of the new Editorial Collective: Scottish, Geordie,
Leeds, Sheffield, Leicester and downtown Waltham
Forest. . .for the first time the E. C. isn't London
dominated. It's been policy to pay fares of E. C.
members to meetings, and after cost-benefit analysis
in true sociologist fashion, we found that London is
still the cheapest place to travel to, but the average
travel bill is Ã46. We've discussed a pooled fares
system or half subsidy, depending on our solvency.
But for the meantime to encourage out-of-London
supporters to become involved, we're continuing to
pay fares.

The E. C. felt'- a bit like the Government - that if
we fully explained the need for this price increase,
the membership wouldn't object. lnclude it in your
next pay claim! Strong groups could possibly hold.
fund raising events (jumble sales, discos, etc.) in y
aid of Case Con. Sales of the Kids Con poster and
Course Con, and an increase in the supporters fee to
El (from 50p) would also provide extra income. We
hope also to produce all-purpose postcards based on
some of our best cartoons, which could be widely
sold.

Any other brain-waves will be welcomed. _

sheila sim

NORTH EAST CASE CON REGIONAL CONFERENCE
SATURDAY 15th MARCH - I0.30am.

"Community Mental Health" .The first course ,
starting early February I975, will be "Housing and
Mental Health". This will comprise a series of day
conferences, evening lectures and workshops and will
look at the causes and inter-relationship between
housing conditions and mental health.

The approach appears fairly radical and will consider
wider political issues rather than having simply an
individualistic or local orientation. Further courses
are planned, in particular a course on "The role
of the Family in Mental Health" , to start in June
I975.

For further details contact the Short Course Unit,
PCL, 35 Marylebone Road, London NWI .Tel.
OI-486 58ll Ext. 252.
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THE "RADICAL" SOCIAL WORKER -
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case*con editorial
To many people the idea of a homosexual social worker
is almost a contradiction in terms. They see homosexuality

was a óproblemô, to be condemned or pitied when it cannot
be ignored. Homosexuals of either gender are óabnormalô
and cannot possibly share or understand the problems of
'normal' people. In fact, their homosexuality is itself a
monumental problem, requiring 'expert' treatment, and
their place is among our clients, not our colleagues.

The object of this gay issue of Case Con is to challenge
these and other received ideas on a subject which has been
given Iamentably little attention in the magazine so far.
Following a decision of the Edinburgh Case Con Conference
last May, this issue hasbeen written and edited entirely by
lesbians and homosexual men, most of us social workers and
all of us active in one or another part of the gay movement.

'k**'k**i'1Ir'k*'k****-kslr

The ideas people have about homosexuality are very bizarre
indeed. s For a -start, homosexuals are always óother peopleó,
never ourselves or our friends (except in snide jokes).

_Lesbians don't even exist - a mistake not peculiar to Queen
Victoria, as any lesbian knows who has been confronted
with rank disbelief when attempting to come out. (Women
don't really know their own minds, do theyô? T And no-one
could really prefer women to men - except men, of course;
but that's different. .) One rather quaint world-view,
prevalent on the left, holds homosexuality to be an aristo-
cratic or bourgeois vice, totally alien to rude proletarians,
for whom a robust heterosexual randiness is the natural order
of things - a judicious mixture of Baden-Powell and Tit Bits
being all that will be needed to get them fit for the barri-
cades. A

All these ideas are, of course, nonsense, but they have a
distressing currency. Sin/sickness/bourgeois vice: all
these ótheoriesô are nothing of the sort; they are ideologies
perpetuating the supremacy of heterosexual norms and the

oppression of homosexuals.

The irrefutable fact is that for at least one person in twenty
(ir?espective of gender or social class) homosexuality is the
only natural, normal expression of their sexuality. And this
under conditions of almost total social denigration and
oppression .-

ln fact, there is no other group of people who are so
oppressed by the ignorance, hatred and prejudice of the
society around them. There can be no subject about
which so much misleading rubbish is peddled by so-called
experts who are nothing of the sort because they are not
even gay - or, if they are, are obsessed with self-hatred.
In this situation, the only people who have the right to
speak out on homosexuality are gay people themselves, who
are glad and proud to be gay, and who are determined that
ours must never again be óthe love that dare not speakits

|_ .
name.
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The gay movement both here and in the U.S. has grown up
alongside the women's movement; naturally enough, since
gay people do not possess the enormous social-as such y
power which women potentially do. There is very little

future for a gay movement that is not also a feminist
movement.

Both movements are fighting sexism, enshrined in the
nuclear family. Sexism, the most pernicious and insidi-
ous of all the ideologies of capitalism. Institutionalised
in the family, it is one of the most powerful motor forces
of the whole capitalist and imperialist system of exploita-
tion. The nuclear family is the bastion, the last strong-
hold of capitalism, even during the period of transition to
socialism.

Lesbians and gay men cannot but be alienated from the
family, for it literally has no place for them. Many gay
couples understandably imitate the forms of family life;
for their pains they are ridiculed and often persecuted
(a lesbian couple, for instance, no matter how deferen-
tial to the norms, may well be judged unfit to bring up
children).

Women as such are not alienated from the family; on the
contrary, it is the seat of their oppression. Their only
interest lies in destroying it. The gay movement must
learn from this, and renounce the sentimentality of hank-
ering after a way of life which is so oppressive of those
trapped in it. The institution of heterosexuality in the
family represents the subjection of women to men2_|_1_d_the
exclusion of gay people from society. Wife-beating and
queer-bashing, whether or not they are linked in practice,
are two sides of the same coin - the epitome of male
chauvinism.

In this situation, it is clear that lesbians are doubly
oppressed, as women and as gays. To understand the
oppression of lesbians is to get to the core of what sexism
is about. The woman without a man and children is seen
as a pathetic creature, her life devoid of the only thing
which can give it purpose. But the woman who rejects
men is also a threat - which is why a_nywoman who is not
totally acquiescent in the female role is likely to be
branded a dyke. We are all dykes now. . . . .

*k'k*1Ir**~k***'k**'k1'r

This gay issue of Case Con must be seen as in many ways
a continuation of the themes raised in the Women's Issue
(Case Con I5). In particular, that issue stressed the
function of social workers in bolstering up the family
during this period of growing economic and social crisis. 1*è
Social workers are being used as direct agents of the
oppression of women and gays. We must find ways of
resisting these pressures, and identifying with their
struggles. It is a central tenet of Case Con that as
social workers we must make our politics relate to the
way we do our jobs. Solidarity with women's and gay
struggles must not be just a spare-time activity; it must
be a part of the way we work. Issues which come to
mind include housing for single people, whiÂh inÂ|-ease;
the independence of both women and gay men; discrimi-
nation against gays in the care and upbringing of children;
and the real possibility of a witchhunt against gay social
workers and probation officers (see elsewhere in this issue).

Z 3
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Solidarity with gay struggles is a minimum requirement of
any group calling itself political: the denial of democratic
rights to gays is an outrage. But it is no longer enough to
be opposed to discrimination, important though this is.
The left in particular must face the fact that we are not
just the pitiful products of a decadent bourgeois society;
that, come the revolution,we are not going to go away.
We demand the right to play a central part in the struggle
for socialism now and in the future. Anyósocialismó which
tolerates the sexist oppression of women and gays is digg-
ing its own grave. The left must not just show us solid-
arity; it must try to understand what we are saying.

'Ir**k**'k*********'k

GABY CHARING MIKE LAUNDER
PAUL DESWARDT ANNE MÂDERMOTT
MARTIN HENRY NETTIE POLLARD
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FOOTNOTE

There is no article in this issue by a residential social
worker. _Not surprisingly, since the gay residential
-social worker is the most vulnerable of all to attack.
For it is often explicitly assumed that to be a homosexual
is to be a child molester. It should be understood clearly
that homosexuals are neither more nor less likely than
heterosexuals to be a) sexually interested in children,
.or b) rapists. The question of the relationship of resi-
dential workers to the sexuality of their charges is one
which badly needs investigating and hopefully will be in
a later issue of Case Con. It is not a 2y issue.

The use of force against child-or adult is repellent. One
of the themes of this issue is that in this society sex too
often means power and force. Assault and rape are the
products of a male supremacist society and its victims
are significantly always women, children and gays.

nlij 0 assing phas
"Yer can't love anuvver girl - unless you're an 'omo",
a twelve year old girl asserted, thumping her corksoled
shoes heavily into the ground. She was quite right of
course, love and sex are only permissable between people
of opposite sexes unless you want to be given a socially
unacceptable label. In a society whose structure depends
on competitiveness and the use of force, the emotions of
the young are manipulated into rigid patterns which rein-
force the status quo.

In some cultures, homosexuality is tolerated in the young
as a ópassing phaseó, particularly in societies where the
virginity of females is an essential prerequisite to marriage
The patriarchal society of ancient Greece is often used as
an example of tolerant attitudes to homosexuality. In
ancient Greece it was not an acceptable alternative to
marriage and was only permissable because it encouraged
loyalty and submissiveness to the patriarchal order.

Homosexual relationships in ancient Greece were almost a
kind of state approved paedophilia, they were not relation-
ships between equals. The young maIeós education into a
male supremacist society began by fostering emotional and

homosexuality among young males in the Catholic coun-
tries, where female virginity is demanded. Kissing, hand
holding, embracing in public is permissible because the
male-female relationship begins at marriage and strong
affections must be channelled elsewhere until the paren-
tally approved partnership is established. The Catholic
church nevertheless condemns homosexuality as a sin; to
allow it to be otherwise would not only be an attack on
marriage but would force an examination of the unmen-
tionable - the celibacy of the priesthood itself.

Non-Catholic Europe, with its softer sell of female
virginity, and a less powerful Church, has tumed to the
medical and psychiatric professions to provide it with the
weapons to fight homosexuality. Blalantly disregarding I
the evidence of homosexuality in all species of animals
and all societies, these óexpertsô have invented thetem1s
'sick', óabnormalô, ópervertedô etc. to describe the
phenomenon, and observed their subjects in the perfect
normalisty of the lunatic asylum to produce their treatises.

America, on the other hand, has taken the line óIf you
can't beat them, make them join usó. Capitalistic j
enterprise has seized the opportunity that is-afforded by

sexual attachments with adult men who controlled the appa- . I d . F d
ratus of the State. He was expected to emulate their
behaviour and encouraged to believe that the superior
spiritual and emotional bonds were those forged between
males. Thereby, women were anaesthetised, controlled
and their status reduced to that of servicing males.

Although homosexuality in Europe has long ceased to have
the formal approval of the state, the legacy of this effec-
tive means of control remains. A blind eye is turned to

the middle-class homosexua , esirous o status an
threatened sometimes with the middle-aged spread, to
assure him (not her, note) that he will be far more att-
ractive to potenTIT:|-I partners with the acquisition of a
Cadillac, a gold-plated cocktail cabinet and a fully
comprehensive insurance policy big enough to seduce
the least murderous of Brooklyn youths. The condemn-
ers are now competing with the exploiters, and no
prizes in the next issue for guessing the likely winner.
If Europe follows this example, my odds are on Gay
Access Cards rather than the Festival of Light.






























