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AT THE} moment of writing [Sunday
lst February) there has just been a A
massive demonstration (upwards of 0
10,000 people) in the centre of Barcel-
ona, demanding not merely an amnesty
for all political prisoners, but an end
to the present government, and free-
dom. The demonstrators built barric-
ades in the main thoroughfare of the
city by overturning cars when they
were attacked by police on horse and
foot, wieldingó batons, and shooting tear
tear-gas grenades and rubber bullets.
The skirmishing lasted four hours, and
many people were injured, though we
have heard of no fatalities yet.

The demonstration was in response
to Arias Navarroós speech outlining the
proposed "liberalisation" of political
life, which amounted to the contirance
of Francoism under the facade of "a
unique type of Spanish democracy".
No concessions were made to the wide-
spread demand for an amnesty for all
political prisoners, for liberty of ex-
pression and assembly, for regional
autonomy; and Sunday's demonstra-
tion made it clear that that is what
most Spanish people (workers, stud-
ents, housewives were all involved in
the demonstration) want. The only
opposition to the demonstration came
from the regime's hired men, all the
onlookers were sympathetic.

It is transparently obvious that the
vagueness of Ariasô proposals for the
"democratisation" of the country is due
to the fact that he has no idea whether
he can outmanoeuvre the "moderate"
Fraga Iribarne, whose plan is to intro-
duce Western-style "social democracy)ó
i. e. a parliamentary system run by
businessmen and top bureaucrats in
their own interests.

Fraga's "moderation" is supposed to
be demonstrated by the fact that the
police are no longer arresting the stri-
king workers and demonstrators at
whom_they fire their rubber bullets,
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and whose heads they beat with their
batons. Admittedly this is "liberal"
in comparison with the systematic tor-
ture that goes on inside the prisons.
However, Frente Libertario for Janu-
ary reports that two books, Fragmen-

Á ' and Lostos de un discurso libertario
anarguistas have been banned and seiz-
ed from their publishers, who had pre-
viously been able to put out books about
anarchism. Fraga no longer feels that
it is necessary to have the window-
dressing of "freedom of the press",
now that agreement has been achieved
with the Americans over bases and ec-
onomic policies, and there is no long-
er the urgency to get into the E. E. C.

Fraga'sèand Ariasó separate plans
forthe future of Spain may both how- *
ever come unstuck. There are other
forces to be reckoned with than the
fanatical hard-core of the National
Movement, and the techno-bureaucrats,

Firstly there are strong movements
for regional autonomy, which have not
abated during thirty-six years of Fran-
coism. The guerilla wing of the
Basque nationalist movement have made
their presence known in the past few  
years, and they are only a part of it.
We are promised a demonstration in fa-
vour of autonomy for the Catalan region,
in Barcelona next week, which will
mwarf last Sunday's .

Secondly there are the struggles in the
economic sector, which have been, and
will be, grossly under-reported in the
British press. Since Ariasó speech
specifically excluded the Communists
and all to the left of them from partici-
pation in the political sector, there is
bound to be increased activity, particu-
larly strikes, on the industrial front.

We have received documentation from,
the "Equipo Juvenil Cenetista" in Paris
which mades clear a vast wave of A tó
strikes that have been going on sinceñ
the end of December in many sectors :
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docks, an almost national strike in the
banks, in addition to the well-publicis-> .
ed strikes of the Madrid Metro and the -
Post Office workers.

The current issue of Sindicalismo
(in a theoretical way since it is not a
clandestine publication) says that the
vaunted Workersó Commissions play a
by no means preponderant roóle in these
struggles, which are mostly managed
by the workers themselves. (See the
article on "Workers Commissions" p.
2). And the current issue of Frente
Libertario carries an interview with a
militant in the Madrid construction
workers union, which is linked with the
"CNT in reconstruction", and which
maintained a lorry strike recently quite
independently of the Workersó Commis-
sions, and of other leftist parties which
tried to intervene. This union has its
own clandestine magazine, Construc-
cidn (illustrated on this page) and is
also engaged in disseminating propag-
anda in the Central Region (see thei'.IÄ' -
illustrations on this page).

.

Whilst it cannot be said that the CNT
has .made really spectacular progress
amongst Spanish workers, the basis
for its reassertion of its historic posi-
tion in the labour movement is there.

~The CNT]-in Spain is now propagandizing
against a areas of oppression : the
subjection of woman in a "macho" soci-
ety, the subordination of young people
to ruling value-structures, the repres -
sion of ethnic minorities and the refus-
al of a federalist solutl.on, and the des-
truction of the Spanish ecology to rapid
industrialization. The anarchist move-
ment is one of the few that offer Spain
a future of freedom, It must be sup-
ported.

DO LI MI

Both a speech by Brezhnev at a meeting in War-
saw of Communist Party Secretaries from nine

. C __ T: .,_ i l r, _ ,4 ó"Communist" countries, and an article in the
|ron|cal|y titled Soviet newspaper, "Pravda",
lay great emphasis on "proletarian internation-
alism, solidarity and mutual support". There-
Fore, they argue, Western "propaganda attacks
against the Soviet Union make the struggle
against "anti-Sovietism" an obligation on all
Communists. The independent-minded parties
of Yugoslavia, Italy, France and Spain must
either accept the leadership of Nloscow orlrisk
being edged out of the Communist movement.
óThe principles on which emphasis were good,
but sod the SOVl6l'S, or anyone else, as leaders!
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the car industry, shipyards, telephones,
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The working class movement and the workersó

demands .and aspirations, are judged by the mid-
dle class (which only comprehends the egoistic
world it lives in) in a really infantile and simp-
listic way, as if they lacked all capacity for
understanding and perception.

For many years official propaganda presented
the middle classes with fa single crude alternat-
ive: francoism or communism . Now, it seems,
the possibilities are much more complex and
varied. Nevertheless, the impact of the crude
choice, sustained for many years, has left its -
traces. Thus, for many workers the entire opp- s
osition to francoism could only be communism, =
or, the communists were the only opponents of
francoism, the only ones who fought it, and
they had therefore to be supported. ln reality,
however, things were not, and are not, so.

Since the end of the civil war many non-com-1
munist men and groups have undertaken the str-
uggle for change and, on occasions, have been
persecuted and condemned as communists even
'l'l'lOUgh they were not. The middle classes"ovef-
simplistic analysis has rendered good service to
the friends and supporters of ,~ for example, San-
tiago Carrillo.

The Comisiones Obreras have been presented
as the sae representatives of militant workers,
controlled by the Communist Party. And a few
days ago Marcelino Camacho was represented
by Luis Apostua, a journalist on "Ya", as the
leader of all clandestine workersó groups. ..

In the last thirty-six years many other curr-
ents of the workersó movement have built up
forces and suffered the sacrifice of militants:
the Federacuon Sol udarla de Traba adores (Chr
istian in origin), th: Union ýeneral de lraba'ð
adores (socialist), the Union Sindical &rera
(councillist), the Union de lraba'ad3res Sind-
icalistas (revolutionary syFBlcalist), the Con-
faeracion Nacional del Traba'o-(anarchc;:_syn-
dicalistl, the "S'olldaridad'l groups (also of syn-
dicalist orientation). . . same. $\JÂh 05 the U"-
ion Sindical Obrera, were in favour of interv-
ention in the last official Syndical elections,
and achieved important results; taken as awhole
as important as those of the Comisiones Obreras,
[Workers' Commissions]; others advocated abst-
ention, and even "so attained noteworthy per-
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THE LATEST unemployment figures
have not caused any outbursts of indig-
nation or demonstrations of discontent.
In the recent past, when one million
me_n and women were without work, we
marhhed behind our trade union ban-
ners with the TUC's official blessing
for a Sunday viewing of London's
streets. But now that the official rep-
resentatives of the labour movement
are in power, the corridors and not the
streets are used to make feeble prot-
ests. Mr. Murray, TUC general sec-
retary, did not threaten the government
but said: "Don't take" trade unionists
for granted. " ~

The trade union leaders are now well
versed in economics. They know that
under state aided capitalism the govern-
ment could pump money into the econo-
my which would create more jobs, but
that this very remedy could bring about
higher inþation and a subsequent return
to high unemployment. But these lead-
ers are followers of the labour _.politici-
ans in power. They, like the labour "
politicians, do not question capitalism
as 'a system, but use the state to safe-
guard, to reform and perpetuate the I
exploitation of man by man. Capitalism

Y$'G_-,,

"We've all been watchingó him for the
last three hours, and twice the lazy g T"
bastardls stopped to light a cigarette.

cenlÁ9es' , _ changes, but it does so to remain theThe Comuslones Obreras are only one sector
of the workersó movement (and the workers know

same. That exploitation has changed
from the harsh, inhuman and cruel ex-

it). One sector which has demonstrated that it V ploitaýolll of the last century. Today
is capable of coðordinating demands in an att-
empt to serve politicial ends, and which can.
count on ample economic resources and on men

h'hl hokitth-

we are not worked to death, but most
workers are bored to death. So much
of work s is mere employment and pro-

slllumlid lnb|',9i P ó:25 výhinlaþi Cgqmiizms ;; duces little that is useful. Then there
Se yes Á PU '6 Se '7 9 are the jobs that are not only useless
do. But the Comisiones Obreras are not the en- l
tire labour movement despite the francoist pro- "but positively harmfulô like working in, . . h he Th an arms factory, the armed forces, thepaganda s msnstence t at t y are. ey are a
presence to be counted with. But the labour
movement is much more. . . -

Juan Echeverria in "Sindicalismo" January '76. people work in jobs that produce nothing
 

A RECENT opinion poll survey carried
out in Italy by the political weekly Ló
Espresso asked the question which type
of coalition would be the mos t suitable f
form of Government in the present
"crisis". The second largest result y
went to a Communist Party-Socialist ,
Party coalition (20%). The largest
result (27%) went to those uh 0 gave no
answer to this stupid question.
llilllllllllllllltl

police and the other directly oppressive
organisations and institutions that serve
th_e state and the corporations. So many

but which only serve the interests ofthe
ruling class. We could now produce
for real needs by working only a small

-- s number of hours a week, but we still
spend at least '7-8 hours a day in some
form of employment without counting
the time spent in getting to and from
our place of work. Work is just a job
from which most of us hurry away as
fast as possible the moment the hooter
signals the end of our working day. How
most of us hate Monday mornings, the

thought of another week gives most peo-
ple the horrors and yet we cling to our
job because the money it, pays gives us
the wherewithal to live.

' U

_

r Do we as anarchists cry out for more
work of this kindó? Do we demand
more useless work and the continuation
of our own exploitation? No, we should
no longer demand the óright to workó.
Historically we have passed the stage
when there might have been some justi-
fication in óhe who does not work does
not eató, but wei. no longer depend on
everyone working to survive. We can,
given the right values and objectives,
produce enough for all in a short num-
ber of hours. Today production has -
become an end in itself. In any just '
and free society production would only L
be used to satisfy needs and everyone g
would have access to the necessities of

._'. 4 _ _

life as of right.

It is true that successive reforms
have softened the effects of unemploy-
ment. But every effort is made to
make the unemployed feel that they are
getting 'benefits' under sufferance and
not as a right. Articles in the'popu1ar
pressó highlight those who have 'fiddled'
the social security or those who ówon't
workó. These. attacks are used not only
to drive a wedge between those with a
job and those without but to belittle all
without jobs and to warn those with of
what could be i.n store for them. Those
out of work are made out as a threat to
those who still retain a job. Such are
the tactics of divide and rule, but wheth-
er we are in work or not, we are entitl-
ed to the necessities of life. We should
no longer be demanding jobs as the tra-
ditional 'left wingó does, but access to
the land and to the means of production.
In a sane and free society unemployment
would not exist, because production
would be geared to needs. The more
people working to satisfy these needs
the less work each of us has to do. The
huge number of people who now carry
out useless and non-productive jobs
could work at useful and productive -
work. What this work should be would
be decided by those who perform it and
by the community they supply.

Decisions on what is produced and
how much are now made by a few whose
main consideration is profit. Econom-
ics and decision-making are centralised.
A social revolution would bring about a
decentralised society. We could live l
and work in smaller units instead of in
the vast and complex factories and cit;
ies which express the centralised cont-
rol of our present society. Anarchists
think that ordinary people can organise
both the production of necessities and
their equitable distribution. We do not
need the state and its instittt ions; we
no longer need employers either state
or private; people can achieve a saner,
happier world free from hunger, home-
lessness and war. Where everyone has
free access to enjoy what they consider
the necessities of life.

P, T.
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WI-IILST AT the time of writing the
official reply from the Icelandic Gov-
ernment to recent British proposals
for ending the Cod War is unknown,
unofficial reports suggest that the two
sides are still a long way from agree-
ment. ó

now becoming clear. The main.prob
lem for British fishermen is obviousl
one of employment, for whatever for

Meanwhile, three main issues are

Y
m
r-the agreement comes in, it seems ce - l

tain that the British fishing industryf
þeet will be reduced, With 12,500
men unemployed in I-lull (over 10%,
one of the highest in the country) there
are now two men after every job that
is available and further reductions
would mean less chance still of a job.
For every ship that is scrapped 20
fishermen and at least 100 people in
kindred trades are out of work. Chan-
ces of alternative employment in areas
such as Hull are almost non-existent
to those made redundant, and after
spending, say, on average 20-40 years
in one job, the urge to "start afresh"
is not very appealing. Meanwhile the
industry is reluctant to invest in new
ships for the Icelandic ýshing especi-
ally with the proposed 200-mile limit
expected to come into force, and 36%
of British catches within this limit.
An inefficient fleet means greater
costs and outlay (repairs, breakdowns
etc. ) to the owners which is directly
passed on to the public. Due to Gov-
ernment indecision, it is now paying
out Ã 100, 000 in compensation to
owners for loss of trawl wires etc. ,
and loss of earnings. ~

The second main issue that has be- y
come clear and is providng the basic
stumbling block for agreement is that
of depletion of fish stocks. óIn 1973 at
the height of the last dispute in the Cod '
War, various reasons were given as
to the vital need for reduction of
catches and replenishing the stocks.
What this means is leaving enough of
the fish alone for long enough to mul-
tiply and not being bloody greedy and
fishing to excess. Past experience
has shown that only after it has been
too late has the relevant scientific in-
formation been obtained. This was
particularly true of the herring stocks
which were over-fished by Norway,
Russia and Iceland and which led to the
collapse of the herring fishing. The
main problemó connected with this
question of stocks is the different in-
terpretations and emphasis placed on
the information, with the result that
the fishing industry and governments
apply conservation measures rather
more slowly and less effectively than
is advocated by re search organisations.
The Icelandic government in the pre-
sent situation tends to be over -exagge-
rating the dangers of stock depletion,
in-that the measures needed are not so
drastic as those they are advocating.
_British scientists involved, and others
in the International Council for the Ex-
ploration of the Sea (ICES) agree that
the catch should be reduced. The ques

tion is by how much. A consistent
level of around 350, 000-450, 000 tons a
year is now being fished. The British-
suggest a_figure of around 300,000 tons
for the next 3 years would be enough
fish and time to replenish stocks. The
Icelandic government suggests - no,
demands - an immediate reduction to
230, 000 tons, increasing trawl mesh S
size from 135mm to 150mm, which
obviously means bigger but less fish,
and restrictions on catching areas
(which will come anyway with the 200-
mile limit).

The ability of Iceland to dictate terms
to Britain in this manner reveals the
extent to which the NATO alliance has
entered matters.

Now, I always thought of NATO as a
some absurd joke, but I'm assured it
is a serious game] business. With the
Iron Maiden"s recent talk of democracy,
freedom of speech, etc. I prefer my
theory. However, the conventional
argument in this defence-of-the free-
w e stern-world- from-Coinmunism goe s
something like this. Iceland is in a
strategic position between Greenland
and the Faroes and the American base
at Keflavik is important for screening
operations by Warsaw Pact navies in
the Norwegian Sea or in the attempt to
threaten Western supply lines. Or
conversely with Iceland on their side,
NATO prevents the Russian navy having
a clean sweep into the Atlantic from the
ice-free region of Murmansk.

That to me is pure fantasy; alló that
argument is probably true, but bloody
irrelevant. The Cold War means
something else to deep-sea fishermen.

That American obsessions about Com-
munism should threaten the domestic
and economic livelihood of workers in
this country in what is virtually home
waters, is an insult which should not
be tolerated under any circumstances.
The American attitude is summed up
nicely in the comment that Iceland "is
the most important piece of real estate
in NATO", and thus the U.S. desper -
ately wants to see Britain give way on
concessions to Iceland. The Aim ri-
cans are involved much more directly
in the economic welfare of Iceland,
which despite everything else remains
very much a one-industry country. As
much as a third of Iceland's own fishing
catches go in export, 70% of which
goes to America and around 23% to
Russia, which puts Iceland in a very
nice middle position. Recent U. S.
hygiene regulations meant new and ex-
pensive investment, both in new facto-
ries and in ships, for Iceland, making
it imperative that these are kept busy
to supply the much-needed Ame rican
market.

Perhaps the most ironic part of the
saga (worthy of the Icelandic tradition)
is the news that the future fishing poli
cies of the Common Market countries
will probably be decided by the Euro-
pean Commission. Complications will
arise when the 200 mile limit comes

into effect. (West Germany catches
61% of its fish within the 200-mile lim-
it of npn-EECó countries, with Britain
at 36%). Hence new quotas will have
to be reached, all the while with Amer-
ican pressure overNATO, and most
absurdly with Russia who gets 19% of
its catch from Common Market waters
but does not even recognise the EEC.

Francis A. Wright
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BOOKSHOP OPEN Tues. -Fri. 2 - s pè

Saturdays 10 am-4pm
THE FOLLOWING PAMPHLETS are
available. Please add postage as in
brackets.

NEW
"Icarus" (Ernst Schneider): The Wil-
hel1nsl_i_a_.y|_e_i_i _ReÄ_rol'i;_ 5'3.-0.'4'5' '-(913)
Leo T<>1S'=<>r>'= '1_"l1.<-=;.1n.2Yi'=2P_1s .1%s:.Ä>1;~1*Ä~<21!

l Ã0.30 ( 9p)
Murray Bookchin: Q__n_ Äp<_Jna;_1gity_a1_1i
Q1:sea®.S.s==i.<a1. -Q 0- 1 O" < 9:1ó

=F .

alias! Äsa.1r.1t<1<.%<_=
Leo Tolstoy: f_g_w_e_r Ä.nd__I_ii__be rty

Ã 0. l5 ( 7p)

" " = IE9 .S.®.=*-Y.s.r.>L9i.Qs.1:LF.i_I1.as
Ã1 0. 25 ( 9p)

I

Ã 0. 1 0 ( 8p)
Peter Kropotkin: Ä_1_1_ Ä_ppÄ_a;i_t_c>__ti1e_
XguÄ_gó_ Ã0. 10 ( 7p)
George & Louis Crowley: B_ey9n_d__1_l_1Ä_t,9_-_-
933194 " Ã0. 10 ( sp)
Clarence Darrow: C_i_'_i._n}_e _&5 _Ci_'ii_i1i.r_ial_s_

Ã 0. U8 ( 7p)
Errico Malatesta: Ä_e_1eÄt_e_d_Writing'_s_

' Ã0. 25 ( 7p)
Alexei Borovoi: _A_n_ÄI_:ciiism ,a_.iiÄ1_I_.aw__

Ã 0. 15 ( 7p)
Rudolf de Jong: Äi_'g_\L:1Ä__ô3.__r_I_{a_Ä__b_t_)_I_._1__t<_=:-5~Ä

Ã O, 25 ( 7p)
Rudolf Rocker: _P_Ä_CÄI1;l2_I_óÄlÄl_Z_&:Äl_Q_ll

Ã0. 30 ( 7p)
Gregori P. Maximoff: My S9Ä_:fl,a_l_C_rÄii_o

~lÁSÁ PÁi1óÁ*s= lV.1.1.s1=.is. i=12e.Ä=1.\.T_-_'ló_-_.-ó*2
Ã 0.20 ( 7p)

Carlos da Fonseca: Ir1_ti_'gd1_._1_c_;_t_i_o_:_ri_Ä-3 ló
1i1.st9.1i:e. :111-M_2u:~r.e.1as==11 I-.i.b.e.rta1r<== 511'Porrggqi 3 T" .®bIBh' (ó9p)

---and many more. Come and visit.

ABOUT ANARCHISM, Nicolas Walter
15p ( Sp) 400

ABC OF ANARCI-Il$M, Alexander
Berkman 25_p (lip) 75c
ANARCHISM AND ANARCHO-SYNDIC-
ALISM, Rudolf Rocker 20p { 9p) 65c
ANARCHY, Errico Malatesta

25p ( 9p) 75c
BAKUNIN & NECHAEV, Paul Avrich

20p ( 9p) 65c
TI-IE STATE, Its Historic Role, Peter
Kropotkin g 20p (llp) 65c
TOWARDS A FREE SOCIETY, Charles
Martin izrp ( 9p) 40Â

Complete list of publications and boo'?-:-
shop stock on request. (S. A.E. please)

.n
(Thursdays till 8 pm)

Elisee Reclus: Evolutio_ii_Ä;1_i_ri__R_e_Är_pl_*:1ti_o__1i




























