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NO REAL GHANGE

AT THE moment of writing {Sunday
15t February) there has just been a
massive demonstration (upwards of
10,000 people) in the centre of Barcel-
ona, demanding not merely an amnesty
for all political prisoners, but an end
to the present government, and free-
dom, The demonstrators built barric-
ades in the main thoroughfare of the
city by overturning cars when they
were attacked by police on horse and
foot, wielding batons, and shooting tear
tear-gas grenades and rubber bullets.
The skirmishing lasted four hours, and
many people were injured, though we
have heard of no fatalities yet.

The demonstration was in response
to Arias Navarro'’s speech outlining the
proposed ''liberalisation' of political
life, which amounted to the contimnce
of Francoism under the facade of "a
unique type of Spanish democracy'',

No concessions were made to the wide-
spread demand for an amnesty for all
political prisoners, for liberty of ex-
pression and assembly, for regional
autonomy; and Sunday's demonstra-
tion made it clear that that is what
most Spanish people (workers, stud-
ents, housewives were all involved in
the demonstration) want, The only
opposition to the demonstration came
from the regime's hired men, all the
onlookers were sympathetic,

It is transparently obvious that the
vagueness of Arias' proposals for the
"democratisation'' of the country is due
to the fact that he has no idea whether
he can outmanoeuvre the "'moderate"’
Fraga Iribarne, whose plan is to intro-
duce Western-style ''social democracy)
i,e. a parliamentary system run by
businessmen and top bureaucrats in
their own interests.
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and whose heads they beat with their
batons. Admittedly this is ''liberal"
in comparison with the systematic tor-
ture that goes on inside the prisons.,
However, Frente Libertario for Janu-
ary reports that two books, Fragmen=-
tos de un discurso libertario and Los
anarquistas have been banned and seiz-
ed from their publishers, who had pre=-
viously been able to put out books about
anarchism,
it is necessary to have the window=-
dressing of '"freedom of the press',
now that agreement has been achieved
with the Americans over bases and ec-
onomic policies, and there is no long-
er the urgency to get into the E. E. C.

Fraga's and Arias' separate plans
for the future of Spain may both howe
ever come unstuck, There are other
forces to be reckoned with than the
fanatical hard-core of the National
Movement, and the techno-bureaucrats,

Firstly there are strong movements
for regional autonomy, which have not
abated during thirty-six years of Fran-
coism., The guerilla wing of the
Basque nationalist movement have made
their presence known in the past few
years, and they are only a part of it.
We are promised a demonstration in fa-

vour of autonomy for the Catalan region,

in Barcelona next week, which will
dwarf last Sunday's.

Secondly there are the struggles in the

economic sector, which have been, and
will be, grossly under-reported in the
British press. Since Arias' speech
specifically excluded the Communists
and all to the left of them from partici-
pation in the political sector, there is
bound to be increased activity, particu-
larly strikes, on the industrial front,

We have received documentation from’

UN TRABAJADOR FORMADO CON UNA
CONCIENCIA REVOLUCIONARIA NO ES
W ANIPULADO NI EXPLOTADO IT

Fraga no longer feels that

o

_the car industry, shipyards, telephones,

doeks, an almost national strike in the
banks, in addition to the well-publicis=< .
ed strikes of the Madrid Metro and the -
Post Office workers,

The current issue of Sindicalismo
(in a theoretical way since it is not a
clandestine publication) says that the

‘vaunted Workers' Commissions play a

by no means preponderant rdle in these
struggles, which are mostly managed
by the workers themselves, (See the
article on '""Workers Commissions'' p,
2). And the current issue of Frente
Libertariocarries an interview with a
militant in the Madrid construction
workers union, which is linked with the
"CNT in reconstruction'', and which
maintained a lorry strike recently quite
independently of the Workers'! Commis-

sions, and of other leftist parties which

tried to intervene. This union has its
own clandestine magazine, Construc-
cién (illustrated on this page) and is
also engaged in disseminating propagi=
anda in the Central Region (see thei -
illustrations on this page).

Whilst it cannot be said that the CNT
has made really spectacular progress
amongst Spanish workers, the basis
for its reassertion of its historic posi-
tion in the labour movement is there,

'The CNT in Spain is now propagandizing

against all areas of oppression : the
subjection of woman in a '"'macho'' soci-
ety, the subordination of young people
to ruling value-structures, the repres -
sion of ethnic minorities and the refus=-
al of a federalist solution, and the des-
truction of the Spanish ecology to rapid
industrialization. The anarchist move=-
ment is one of the few that offer Spain
a future of freedom, It must be sup-
ported,

D, LM,

Fraga's "'moderation' is supposed to
be demonstrated by the fact that the
police are no longer arresting the siri-
king workers and demonstrators at
whom they fire their rubber bullets,

L e —————————————
the "Equipo Juvenil Cenetista'’ in Paris,

which mades clear a vast wave of
strikes that have been going on since
the end of December in many sectors :

Both a speech by Brezhnev at a meeting in War-
saw of Communist Party Secretaries from nine
‘"Communist" countries, and an article in the
ironically titled Soviet newspaper, "Pravda",
lay great emphasis on "proletarian internation-
alism, solidarity and mutual support". There-
fore, they argue, Western "propaganda attacks"
against the Soviet Union make the struggle
against "anti-Sovietism" an obligation on all
Communists. The independent-minded parties
of Yugoslavia, ltaly, France and Spain must
either accept the leadership of Moscow orrisk
being edged out of the Communist movement.
'The principles on which emphasis were good,
but sod the Soviets, or anyone else, asleaders!
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workers’
Commissions

The working class movement and the workers' |

demands .and aspirations, are judged by the mid-
- dle class (which only comprehends the egoistic
world it lives in) in a really infantile and simp-
listic way, as if they lacked all capacity for
understanding and perception.

For many years official propaganda presented
the middle classes with a single crude alternat=- |
ive: francoism or communism. Now, it seems,
the possibilities are much more complex and
varied. Nevertheless, the impact of the crude |
choice, sustained for many years, has left its
traces. Thus, for many workers the entire opp-
osition to francoism could only be communism,
or, the communists were the only opponents of
francoism, the only ones who fought it, and
they had therefore to be supported. In reality,
however, things were not, and are not, so.

Since the end of the civil war many non-com-,
munist men and groups have undertaken the str-

uggle for change and, on occasions, have been |

persecuted and condemned as communists even
though they were not. The middle classes'over-

simplistic analysis has rendered good service to '
the friends and supporters of, for example, San-

tiago Carrillo.
"~ The Comisiones Obreras have been presented
as the sole representatives of militant workers,
controlled by the Communist Party. And a few
days ago Marcelino Camacho was represented
by Luis Apostua, a journalist on "Ya ", as the
leader of all clandestine workers' groups. ..

In the last thirty-six years many other curr-
ents of the workers' movement have built up
forces and suffered the sacrifice of militants:
the Federacion Solidaria de Trabajadores (Chr-
istian in origin), the Union (Eenercﬂ de Trabaj-
_ adores (socialist), the Union Sindical Obrera

~ (councillist), the Union de Trabaiadbre?ﬁnd-
icalistas (revolutionary syndicalist), the C_g_rl-
federacion Nacional del Trabajo (anarcho-syn-
dicalist), the "Solidaridad” groups (also of syn-
dicalist orientation)... Jome, such as the Un-
ion Sindical Obrera, were in favour of interv-
ention in the last official Syndical elections,
and achieved important results; taken as awhole
as important as those of the Comisiones Obreras,
[Workers' Commissions]; others advocated abst-
ention, and even so attained noteworthy per-
centages.

The Comisiones Obreras are only one sector
of the workers' movement (and the workers know
it). One sector which has demonstrated that it
is capable of co-ordinating demands in an att-
empt to serve politicial ends, and which can.
count on ample economic resources and on men
situtated in high places who take it on them-
selves to publicise everything the Commissions
do. But the Comisiones Obreras are not the en-!
tire labour movement despite the francoist pro-
paganda's insistence that they are. They are a
presence to be counted with, But the labour
movement is much more,..

Juan Echeverria in "Sindicalismo" January '76.
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A RECENT opinion poll survey carried
out in Italy by the political weekly L'

' Espresso asked the question which type
of coalition would be the most suitable -
form of Government in the present
"erisis'. The second largest result
went to a Communist Party-Socialist
Party coalition (20% ). The largest
result (27% went to those vh o gave no
answer to this stupid question,
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- PRODUCTION FOR NEEDS

THE LATEST unemployment figures
have not caused any outbursts of indig-
nation or demonstrations of discontent,
In the recent past, when one million
men and women were without work, we
marched behind our trade union ban-
ners with the TUC's official blessing

for a Sunday viewing of London's

streets, But now that the official rep-
resentatives of the labour movement
are in power, the corridors and not the

- streets are used to make feeble prot-

ests, Mr, Murray, TUC general sec=-
retary, did not threaten the °government &
but said: ''Don't take' trade unionists
for granted, "

The trade union leaders are now well
versed in economics., They know that
under state aided capitalism the govern-
ment could pump money into the econo-
my which would create more jobs, but
that this very remedy could bring about
higher inflation and a subsequent return
to high unemployment, But these lead-
ers are followers of the labour .politici-
ans in power, They, like the labour
politicians, do not question capitalism
as a system, but use the state to safe-
guard, to reform and perpetuate the

.exploitation of man by man, Capitalism
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""we've all been watching him for the

last three hours, and twice the lazy s
bastard's stopped to light a cigarette.

- ploitation of the last century,

duces little that is useful,

changes, but it does so to remain the

same, That exploitation has changed
from the. harsh, inhuman and cruel ex-
Today
we are not worked to death, but most
workers are bored to death, So much
of work . is mere employment and pro-
Then there
are the jobs that are not only useless

‘but positively harmful, like working in

an arms factory, the armed forces, the
police and the other directly oppressive
organisations and institutions that serve
the state and the corporations, So many -
people work in jobs that produce nothing
but which only serve the interests ofthe
ruling class, We could now produce

for real needs by working only a small
number of hours a week, but we still
spend at least 7-8 hours a day in some

form of employment without counting

the time spent in getting to and from
our place of work, Work is just a job
from which most of us hurry away as
fast as possible the moment the hooter
signals the end of our working day. How
most of us hate Monday mornings, the

: what could be in store for them,

f

thought of another week gives most peo-
ple the horrors and yet we cling to our
job because the money it nays gives us
the wherewithal to live.

Do we as anarchists cry out for more
work of this kind? Do we demand
more useless work and the continuation
of our own exploitation? No, we should
no longer demand the 'right to work!'. '
Historically we have passed the stage

. when there might have been some justi-

fication in 'he who does not work does
not eat', but we . no longer depend on
everyone working to survive, We can,
given the right values and objectives,
produce enough for all in a short num-
ber of hours. Today production has -
become an end in itself, In any just
and free society production would only
be used to satisfy needs and everyone

‘would have access to the necessities of
life as of right,

It is true that successive reforms
have softened the effects of unemploy-
ment, But every effort is made to
make the unemployed feel that they are
getting 'benefits' under sufferance and
not as a right, Articles in the'popular
press'highlight those who have 'fiddled’
the social security or those who 'won't
work', These attacks are usednot only
to drive a wedge between those with a
job and those without but to belittle all
without jobs and to warn those with of
Those
out of work are made out as a threat to
those who still retain a job, Such are
the tactics of divide and rule, but wheth-
er we are in work or not, we are entitl-
ed to the necessities of life, We should.
no longer be demanding jobs as the tra-
ditional 'left wing' does, but access to
the land and to the means of production,
In a sane and free society unemployment
would not exist, because production
would be geared to needs., The more
people working to satisfy these needs
the less work each of us has to do, The
huge number of people who now carry
out useless and non-productive jobs
could work at useful and productive .
work, What this work should be would
be decided by those who perform it and
by the community they supply.

Decisions on what is produced and
how much are now made by a few whose
main consideration is profit, Econom-
ics and decision-making are centralised,
A social revolution would bring about a
decentralised society., We could live
and work in smaller units instead of in
the vast and complex factories and cit:
ies which express the centralised cont-
rol of our present society,  Anarchists
think that ordinary people can organise
both the production of necessities and
their equitable distribution, We do not
need the state and its institi ions; we
no longer need employers either state
or private; people can achieve a saner,
happier world free from hunger, home-
lessness and war, Where everyone has
free access to enjoy what they consider

the necessities of life.
| o













































